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REMARKS BY THE HONORABLE DANIEL K. AKAKA

MAUNA 'ALA HO'OLAKO -- A YEAR LONG CELEBRATION FOR HAWAIIANS
JANUARY 1, 1987, 9:30AM

HONOLULU, HAWAII

ALOHA KAKAHIAKA! HAUOLI MAKAHIKI HOU!

MAHALO NUI LOA FOR INCLUDING ME IN THE FIRST EVENT OF A YEAR-LONG
CELEBRATION FOR HAWAIIANS TO FOCUS ON REMEMBERING THE PAST.

HO'OLAKO..."WE ARE ENRICHED." AS I STAND HERE PROUDLY REMEMBERING
THE SPIRITUAL, INTELLECTUAL, EMOTIONAL, PHYSICAL AND SOCIETAL HERITAGE
AND CULTURE OF QUR FOREBEARS (KUPUNAS), PROUDLY THINKING OF OUR PO'E
HAWATIANS AND LOOKING AT ALL OF YOU HERE, HAWAIIAN AND HAWAIIAN AT HEART,
THE MEANING OF HO'OLAKO IS SELF-EVIDENT. ALL OF US ARE ENRICHED BY THE SHARED
CARE AND CONCERN FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE AINA OF HAWAII. THIS YEAR-LONG
CELEBRATION WILL UPLIFT THE SPIRIT OF HAWAIIANS AND ALL ETHNIC GROUPS WHO
LIVE ON THESE BEAUTIFUL ISLANDS.

I WANT TO ESPECIALLY COMMEND ONE OF HAWAII'S GREAT HAWAIIANS, UNCLE
TOMMY KAULUKUKUI, FOR INITIATING AND BRINGING THIS YEAR-LONG CELEBRATION

FOR HAWAITANS TO FRUITION; COMMEND ALL OF WHO WILL PARTICIPATE IN THE
SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES.

LOOKING OVER THE CALENDAR OF EVENTS, I COUNTED ALMOST ONE HUNDRED AND
FORTY DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES THAT WILL OCCUR THROUGHOUT OUR ISLAND STATE...
CELEBRATING AND STRENGTHENING THE HAWAIIAN CULTURE AS IT IS MANIFESTED IN
TODAY'S HAWATI...A COMMUNITY INFLUENCED BY ALMOST EVERY CULTURE IN THE WORLD.

IN THIS WAY, TODAY'S HAWAII IS UNIQUE FROM ANY OTHER PLACE ON EARTH. IT IS
A SPECIAL AINA.

HOWEVER, WHILE WE ARE SO UNIQUE AND SO GEOGRAPHICALLY FAR FROM OTHER LAND
AREAS OF THE WORLD, WE ARE ALSO AN IMPORTANT PART OF ONE OF THE GREATEST NATIONS
IN THE HISTORY OF THIS WORLD. 1IN ADDITION TO THIS, WE ARE A VITAL MEMBER OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY...SPECIFICALLY, THE PACIFIC FRONTIER...THE PACIFIC
ISLAND NATIONS AND ITS RIM COUNTRIES.

IT IS INSPIRING, JOYOUS AND EXCITING TO THINK ABOUT HAWAII'S PLACE AND
MISSION FOR THE WORLD. AS IN OUR LIVES, THIS JOY IS TEMPERED, ENRICHED AND

DEEPENED BY THE CHALLENGES THAT EMERGED FROM THE PAST, THE CHALLENGES IN
HAWATI"S FUTURE.

LOOKING TO HAWAII'S PAST, WE SEE A GREAT HAWAIIAN, KING KAMEHAMEHA THE
FIRST. HE HAD A VISION FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII. HE REALIZED HIS VISION
WHEN HE UNITED THE CHIEFDOMS OF THE ISLANDS AND WORKED TO BUILD A PEACEFUL
AND ORDERED SOCIETY. WHILE THIS GREAT MAN'S DREAM WAS BEING REALIZED, DESTINY
HAD ITS OWN PLANS FOR HAWAII'S FUTURE. FOR WHILE KAMEHAMEHA WAS UNITING
HIS NATION IN THE LATE 18th CENTURY, ANOTHER NATION WAS BEING FORMED -UNDER
THE LEADERSHIP OF A MAN WHO HAD SOME OF THE SAME QUALITIES AS KAMEHAMEHA.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON, THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND ONE OF
ITS FOUNDING FATHERS, HAD A VISION SIMILAR TO KAMEHAMEHA'S...A NATION UNITED
IN PEACE. I AM SURE THAT IF THESE TWO CONTEMPORARIES COULD HAVE KNOWN EACH
OTHER, THEY WOULD HAVE FELT GREAT MUTUAL ADMIRATION AND RESPECT.

ALTHOUGH THEY NEVER MET, THEIR LEGACIES DID MEET...SOME MIGHT SAY THEIR
LEGACIES COLLIDED AND THAT THE HAWAIIANS TOOK THE BRUNT OF THE IMPACT. FROM
A PARADISE THAT EVOLVED FROM CHIEFDOMS INTO A MONARCHY, THE KINGDOM OF
HAWAIT WAS FORCED INTO BECOMING A REPUBLIC, A TERRITORY AND FINALLY, ONE OF
THE STATES OF GEORGE WASHINGTON'S GREAT DREAM. THIS ALL HAPPENED IN A

RELATIVELY SHORT TIME AND VERY LITTLE CONSIDERATION WAS GIVEN TO NATIVE
HAWATIANS.

FOR THOSE OF US WHO ARE HAWAIIAN, THIS HISTORY BRINGS MIXED FEELINGS
BECAUSE OF THE INJUSTICES INFLICTED ON THE HAWAIIAN PEOPLE. THE TASK HAS
NOW FALLEN ON US TO CREATE A VISION AND A COURSE OF ACTION FOR THE FUTURE
OF OUR STATE. THE PAIN IS REAL. AND, THE CHALLENGES THAT WE FACE TODAY ARE
MONUMENTAL. IN AREAS SUCH AS HEALTH, EDUCATION AND ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY,
MUCH PROGRESS MUST BE MADE. FORTUNATELY, WE CAN ALSO SAY THAT GREAT STRIDES
HAVE BEEN MADE IN RECENT YEARS BY THE HAWAIIAN PEOPLE. FOR EXAMPLE, THE
HIGHEST ELECTIVE OFFICE IN OUR STATE IS HELD BY A MAN NAMED JOHN WAIHE'E.
THE LEADER OF THE STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS CURRENTLY HENRY PETERS,
A HAWAIIAN. OUR STATE SENATE IS LED BY PRESIDENT RICHARD WONG WHO IS ALSO
HAWATIAN. AND RECENTLY, A PART-HAWAIIAN NAMED HENRY GIUGNI, WHO PREVIOUSLY
WAS A TOP AIDE TO SENATOR INOUYE, WAS APPOINTED BY THE SENATE LEADERSHIP AS
SERGEANT OF ARMS OF THAT BODY. AN INTERESTING ASIDE IS THE FACT THAT MOST
PEOPLE DON'T KNOW THAT HENRY IS THE FIRST HAWAIIAN WITH THE POWER TO ARREST
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. INTERESTING IN THAT PEOPLE PURPORTING
TO REPRESENT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ILLEGALLY ARRESTED OUR BELOVED
QUEEN LILIUOKALANI AND NOW WE HAVE A HAWAIIAN WHO HAS THE LEGAL AUTHORITY TO
ARREST THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

THE PEOPLE 1 HAVE JUST MENTIONED, AND THERE ARE MANY, MANY OTHERS, SHOW
WHAT HEIGHTS PEOPLE OF HAWAIIAN ANCESTRY CAN RISE TO IN TODAY'S WORLD. IT
IS UP TO THOSE OF US WHO HAVE REACHED PSOITIONS OF STATURE TO HELP THOSE WHO
ARE BURDENED AND REPRESSED BY THE INJUSTICES OF THE PAST.

AS WE ALL KNOW, GREAT STRIDES HAVE BEEN MADE BY AND FOR MANY HAWAIIANS
IN OUR STATE. BUT AS FAR AS WE HAVE COME, WE ARE STILL JUST BEGINNING OUR
TASK TO PROVIDE ALL THE HAWAIIANS IN OUR STATE WITH THE TOOLS AND RESOURCES
THAT WILL ENABLE THEM TO DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURES...THIS IS PERHAPS OUR
GREATEST CHALLENGE, AND I PLEDGE TO YOU THAT I WILL DO ALL I CAN IN CONGRESS
TO HELP. WE ARE NOW WORKING WITH AGENCIES SUCH AS THE OFFICE OF HAWATIIAN
AFFAIRS, ALU LIKE, E OLA MAU AND THE KEMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE.
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IN CLOSING, I WOULD LIKE TO COMMEND ALL OF YOU RESPONSIBLE FOR
HO'OLAKO. CEREMONIES AND CELEBRATIONS LIKE THIS GIVE ME THE INSPIRATION
AND OPTIMISM THAT I NEED AND APPRECIATE TO WORK FOR NEW LAWS AND PROGRAMS
THAT WILL BENEFIT NATIVE HAWAIIANS. IT IS MY HOPE THAT HO'OLAKO WILL
BENEFIT ALL OF THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII AND WILL UPLIFT THE SPIRIT OF ALL
HAWATTANS. IT IS THIS SPIRIT OF HAWAII THAT IS CONTAGIOUS AND CAN BRING A
LITTLE BIT OF HAWAIIAN INTO THE SOULS OF EVERY PERSON ON THIS EARTH.

MAHALO NUI LOA!
A HUI HOU KAKOU!
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MAUNA 'ALA, 40'OLAKC - A YEAL LONG CELEBRATICON FOI HA7ATITANS
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 1987, 9:30 A.M.

ALOHA KAKAHIAKA} HAUOLI MAKAHIKI HOU!

MAHAL® NUI L6A FOR INCLUDING ME IN THE FIiST EVENT OF A YEAR-LONG
CLLEBRATION FOR HAVAIIANS TO FOCUS ON REMEMBERING THE PAST.

HO'OLAKO, ..WE ARE ENRICLED. AS I STAND HERE PROUDLY REMEMBERING
THE SPIRITUAL, INTELLECTUAL, EMOTIONAL, PHYSICAL AND SOCIETAL HERITAGE
AND CULTUKRE OF OUR FORBEARS (KUPUNAS); PROUDLY THINKING OF OUR PO'E
HAWAIIANS AND LOOKING AT ALL OF YOU HERE, HAWAITAN AND HAWAIIAN AT
HEART, THE MEANING OF HO'OLAKO IS SELF-EVIDENT. ALL OF US ARE
ENRICHED BY THE SHARED CARE AND CONCERN FOR THE PEOPLE AND THE AINA
OF HAWAII. THIS YEAR-LONG CELEBRATION WILL UPLIFT THE SPIRIT OF
HAWAITANS AND ALL ETHNIC GROUPS WHO LIVE ON THESE BEAUTIFUL ISLANDS.

I WANT TO ESPECIALLY COMMEND ONE OF HAWAII'S GREAT HAWAIIANS,
UNCLE TOMMY KAULUKUKUI, FOR INITIATING AND BRINGING THIS YEAR-LONG
CELEBRATION FOR HAWAIIANS TO FRUITION; “COMMEND ALL THOSE WHO

CONTRIBUTED TO ITS FOBﬁhLATION} “AND COMMEND ALL %HO WILL PARTICIPATE
IN THE SCIEDULED ACTIVITIES.

LOOKING OVER THE CALENVEK OF EVENTS, I COUNTED ALMOST ONE
HUNDRED AND FORTY DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES THAT WILL OCCUR THROUGHOUT
OUR ISLAND STATEfﬁfELEBRATING AND STRENGTHENING THE HAWAIIAN CULTURE
AS IT IS MANIFEBTED IN TODAY'S HAWAII,,A COMMUNITY INFLUENCED BY
AIMOST EVERY CULTURE IN THE WORLD. I§.THIS WAY, TODAY'S HAWAII IS
UNIQUE FROM ANY OTHER PLACE ON EARTH. IT IS A SPECIAL AIﬁA.

HOWEVER, WHILE WE ARE SC UNIQUE AND SObEOGRAPHlICALLY FAR FROM
OTHER LAND AREAS OF THE WORLD, WE AZE ALSO AN IMPORTANT PART OF ONE
OF THE GREATEST NATIONS IN THE HISTORY OF THIS WORLD. IN ADDITION
TO THIS, WE ARE A VITAL MEMBER OF THE INTEﬁiNATIONAL COMMUNITY...
SPECIFICALLY, THE PACIFIC FRONTIER...THE PACIFIC ISDSND NATIONS AND
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IT IS INSPIRING, JOYOUS, AND EXCITING TO THINK ABOUT HAWAII'S
PLACE AND MISSION FOR THE WORLD. AS IN OUR OWN LIVES, THIS JOY IS
TEMPERED, ENRICHED AND DEEPENED BY THE CHALLENGES THAT EMERGED FROM

THE PAST, THE CHALLENGES THAT FACE US TODAY AND THE CHALLENGES IN
HAWAII'S FUTURE.

LOOKING TO HAWAII'S PAST, WE SEE A GREAT HAWAIIAN, KING
KAMEHAMEHA THE FIRST. HE HAD A VISION FOR THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII. HE
REALIZED HIS VISIEN WHEN HE UNITED THE CHIEFDOMS OF TH® ISLANDS AND
WORKED TO BUILD A PEACEFUL AND OHDERED SOCIETY. WHILE THIS GREAT
MAN'S DREAM WAS BEING REALIZND, DESTINY HAD ITS WWN PLANS FOR HAWAII'S
FUTURE. FOR WHILE KAMEHAMEHA WAS UNITING HIS NATION IN THE LATE
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY, ANOTHER NATION WAS FORMING UNDER TiE LEADERSHIP
OF A MAN WHO %PEE SOME BEATHE SAME QUALITIES AS KAMEHAMEHA.

GEORGE WASHINGTON, THE FIKST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND
ONE OF ITS FOUNDING FATHERS, HAD A VISION SIMILAR TO KAMEHAMEHA'S...
A NATION UNITED IN PEACE. I AM SURE THAT IF THESE TWO CONTEMPORARIES
COULD HAVE KNOWN EACH OTIER, THEY WOULD HAVE HAD GREAT MUTUAL
ADMIRATION ANL RESPECT. FELT

ALTHOUGH THEY NEVER MET, THEIR LEGACIES DID MEET...SOME MIGHT SAY
THEIR LEGACIES COLLIDED AND THAT THE HAWAIIANS TOOK THE BRUNT OF THE
Cé{iiﬁiON. FROM A PARADISE THAT EVOLVED FROM CHE%DOMS INTO A MONARCHY,
THE KINGDOM OF HAWAII WAS FORCED INTO BECOMING A REPUBLI6, A TERRITORY
AND FINALLY, ONE BF THE STATES OF GEORGE WASHINGTON'S GREAT DREAM.

THIS ALL {IAPPENED IN A RELATIVELY SHORT TIME AND VERY LITTLE

CONSIDERATION WAS GIVEN TO NATIVE HAWAIIANS.
FOR THOSE OF US WHO ARE HAWAIIAN, THIS HISTORY BRINGS MIXED
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FEELINGS BECAUSE OP THE INJUSTICES PO THE IAN PEOPLE. THE TASK
HAS NOW FALLEN T@ US TO CREATE A VISION. O'L THE FUTULE OF ouR STATE/;{UD r CdUP4 s
THE PAIN IS REAL. AND, THE CHALLENGES THAT WE FACE TODAY ARE (:REA-’I;\‘::.
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MUCH PROGRESS "0 'BE MADE. FORTUNATELY, WE CAN ALSO SAY THAT GREAT
STRIDES HAVE BEEN MADE IN RECENT YEARS BY THE HAWAITAN PEOPLE. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE HIGHEST ELECTIVE OFFICE IN OUR STATE IS HELD BY A MAN
NAMED JOHN WAIHE'E. THE LEADER OF TAE BTATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
IS CURRENTLY HENRY PETERS, A HAWAIIAN. OUR STATE SENATE IS LED BY
PRESIDENT, RICHARD WONG WHO IS ALSO HAWAIIAN. L AND RECENTLY, A PART-
HAWAIIAN NAMED HENRY GIUGNI, WHO PREVIOUSLY WORKED FOR SENATOR
INOUYE, WAS APPOINTED BY THE SENATE LEADERSHIP A4S, SERGEANT OF ARVS
PR THAT BoDY. THTS“PR§ENTS AN INTERESTINGAFACT THAT MANY PEOPLE N
THE -NAFION'S CAPITOL DON'T KNOW T“JAND MAY WOT-WISH--2O KNOW...HENRY
IS THE FIRST HAWAIIAN WITH THE POWER TO ARREST THE PRESLHNQT OF THE
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THE PEOPLE I HAVE JUST MENTIONED, AND ggRE ARE MANY, MANYNOTHERS ‘0
SHOW WHAT HEIGHTS PEOPLE OF HAWAIIAN ANCESTRY CAN RISE TO IN TODAY'S ‘“ OPeeg
WORLD. IT IS UP TO THOSE OF US WHO HAVE REACHED POSITIONS OF
STATURE TO HELP THOSE WHO ARE BURDENED AND HEEb--BOWN BY THE INJUSTICES
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AS WE ALL KNOW, GREAT STRIDES HAVE BEEN MADE .FOR MANY HAWAIIANS

IN OUR STATE. BUT AS FAR AS WE HAVE COME, WE ARE STILL JUST
BEGINNING N QUR TASK TO PROVIDE ALL THE HAWAIIANS IN OUR STATE WITH
THE T\(-)OLS AND RESOURCES THAT WILL ;NABLL THEM TO DETERMINE TAEIR OWN
FUTURES...T4IS IS PERHAPS OUR GREATEST CHALLENGE, AND I PLEDGE TO

YOU THAT I WILL DO ALL I CAN IN CONGRESS TO HELP. WEH,LAEEKENOW WORKING
WITH AGENCIES SUCH AS THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS,'\E OLA MAU AND
THE KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE.
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IN CLOSING, I WOULD EIKE TO %0\1~iEND ALL OF YOU BESPONSIBLE FOR
HO ' OLAKO’, %’%S‘CELEBLLATIONS LIKE THIS THAT GIVE ME THE INSPIRARION
AND OPTIMISM T EDE{ TO WORK FOR NEW LAWS* THAT WILL BENEFIT
NATIVE HAWAIIANS. IT IS MY HOPE THAT HO'OLAKO’WILL BENEFIT ALL OF THE
PEOPLE BF HAWAII AND WILL UPLIFT THE SPIRIT OF ALL HAWAIIANS. IT IS
THIS SPIRIT OF HAWAII THAT IS CONTAGIOUS AND CAN BRING A LITTLE BIT
OF HAWAIIAN INTO THE SOULS OF EVERY PERSON ON THIS EARTH.

MAHALO NUI LOA!

A HUI HOU KAKOU!




