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GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY 
HILO MEDICAL RESIDENCY TRAINING 

AND TELEMEDICINE CENTER

TALKING POINTS

• Today’s gathering marks an important 
milestone. It clearly demonstrates the 
power of partnerships.

• The University of Hawaii School of 
Medicine, Hilo Hospital and the Hawaii 
Health Systems Corporation, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Rural 
Development, Central Pacific Bank and the 
community-the County of Hawaii.
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Each put up what it could. Each 
committed what it had to build a facility. A 
House of learning and healing. This is a 
powerful partnership.

• It may interest you to know that over 90% 
of all physicians in Hawaii have their 
practices within the 968__ zip code zone, 
leaving less than 10% to serve the other 

half of our state. That other half is our 
Neighbor Islands and rural Oahu. I hope 
that this partnership we celebrate today 
becomes a framework for the future --

Page - 2 -



combining education, training, and 
technology to provide better health care 
services, and access to care in our rural 

communities.

• Through telemedicine and technological 
advances, let us work to not only improve 
care, but also to lower the cost of that 
care. Through telemedicine, more patients 
can be treated on site, or the need for 
costly emergency medivacs reduced, as 
stabilized patients are moved by more 
conventional and economical means. 
These are just a few examples of the 
promise that lies ahead. It lies in the 
power of the partnership.

• I would like to commend the federal
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partner -- the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Rural Development for their 
innovation and creativity, and willingness 
to take a chance. This loan is the first of 
its kind to be funded out of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. They are doing 
a lot more than just giving out farm and 

home loans.

• I hope that the next time we gather to 
open the doors to this new facility, we will 
have with us another federal partner -­
Tripier Army Medical Center -- in 
conjunction with the University of Hawaii 
School of Medicine,
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in the area of telemedicine based 
curriculum development and training.

• This year I have requested additional 
monies ($2.5 million) in Tripier’s AKAMAI 
budget specifically for this purpose -- to 
develop an educational presence utilizing 

their state-of-the-art telemedicine 
technology. And through the Medical 
School, train students and residents, and 

help to improve the level of care in Hilo, 
Waimea and Kona, and on to the other 
islands.
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• This will be a House of learning and 
healing. This will be a House that the 
partners built, that the people built. The 
strength of the foundation, the connectivity 
of the lines is grounded in the power of the 
partnership. I am proud to be considered 
a partner in this House we build today.

[end]
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[end]

and Kona, and on to the other islands.

This will be a House of learning and healing. This will be a House that the partners 

built, that the people built. The strength of the foundation, the connectivity of the 

lines is grounded in the power of the partnership. I am proud to be considered a 

partner in this House we build today.
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