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March 1, 1943

Dear Mrs. Forbes:

The Secretary of War is in receipt of the letter 
of February 23, signed by you and seven other cosigners, and 
has transmitted it to this office with directions that it be 
acknowledged. He asked that the signers of the letter be 
thanked for their views.

While the War Department holds to the view that 
any person, alien or citizen, whose conduct or presence is 
inimical to the safety of the country should be placed under 
guard, it does not subscribe to the suggestion that all Japanese 
in the United States, regardless of citizenship or loyalty, 
should be incarcerated for the duration. To do so would do 
violence to the Secretary of War's  public announcement of Janu- 
ary 28 and to the President's  statement in a public letter, 
dated February 1, 1943, which says: "No loyal citizen of the 
United States should be denied the democratic right to exercise 
the responsibilities of citizenship, regardless of his 
ancestry."

Since it is believed that you and your cosigners  
concur in this precept of the Bill of Rights, it is possible 
that you are not informed of the true situation. In the first 
place, your letter protests the "induction of some 28,000 
Japanese into our Army." Your information on this is incorrect. 
The public announcement made on January 28 was that the War De- 
partment proposed to organize a combat team of loyal Japanese 
Americans, consisting of approximately 4,500. This number, 
with the approximately 4,000 already in the Army would bring 
the total number of Japanese Americans in the armed services to 
approximately 8,500.

It may be illuminating to you to learn that the 
record of the Japanese already in the Army is one of loyalty 
and patriotism without a single reported instance of any type 
of subversive activity. Indeed, some of our Japanese soldiers
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already in combat in both the North African and Southwest 
Pacific theaters, and from reports received their conduct in 
action is equally as good as that of our Caucasian citizens.

I believe with these facts known, you will agree 
that it would be un-American to stigmatize all of our Japanese 
Americans with imprisonment, just because they happen to have 
the racial characteristics of our enemy in the Pacific whom we 
propose utterly to destroy. 

So that you may have full information on this 
subject, I enclose herewith War Department press releases 
dated January 28 and February 1.

Sincerely,

william p. SCOBEY
Colonel, General Staff

Executive

Mrs. Constance Forbes 
Watsonville Hospital 
Uonte Vista and Prospect 
Watsonville, California
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WATSONVILLE HOSPITAL
MONTE VISTA ANO PROSPECT 

WATSONVILLE. CALIFORNIA 

Feb. 23,1943

The Honorable Henry Stimson,
Secretary of War, - \
Washington, D. C. .

Sir:

We desire to voice our protest against your 
plan of inducting some 23,000 Japanese into our 
army, to serve as separate units.

The people of the Pacific Coast States, par­
ticularly California, know the Japanese from long 
association and feel that this plan would endanger 
the safety of our Country. We urge that for the 
duration every Jap, whether alien or native born, 
be confined in a well isolated concentration camp 
under strict and competent guard.


