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Senator DANIEL K. INOUYE

topic: SPEECH BY SENATOR DANIEL K, INOUYE before the San Francisco
Consortium American Issues Forum Third Symposium at Lone Mountain

date: College Theater, San Francisco, California

release date: November 7, 1975 8:00 pm

Those early European settlers who first came to our Nation's shores did
so for many reasons. Among the most prominent was the desire for freedom
from religious and political persecution. The search for 'freedom' --
freedom io wegii 2 new 1.’ 2s first class citizens -- as equals in a new
society -- spawned the birth . and the world's first major ex-
periment in self-government. ‘Lhc practice of equating life in America
with the elusive goal of freedom is older than our nation. It stirred
those who came to live in colonial America long before the days of our
revolution.

When Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of Independence '"We
hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness . . .', he did
not consider these words to be just political rhetoric. He wrote out of
sincere conviction -- out of his study of philosophy and man -- out of

the American experience. These words express the dream -- the vision
of early America. That moving passage from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence is most important because in a highly significant way it became
the basis for our subsequent Constitution and our system of democracy.

During this Bicentennial Year, it is well that we review the quest for
these rights which were enunciated so well by Jefferson. It is well that
we review our progress in securing these God-given rights to all Ameri-
cans -- rights basic to the American search for independence and to the
establishment of our system of government.

I think that we should ask ourselves if the rights to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness have been truly unalienable over the history of this

























