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Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

September 23, 1999

Senator Judd Gregg
393 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Hate Crimes Prevention and the CJS Appropriations bill
Dear Chairman Gregg:

As you work towards a consensus on the Commerce, Justice, State, and J udiciary Appropriations
bill, we strongly urge you to keep the language of the Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 1999, H.R.
1082/8. 622, in the conference bill. This legislation passed the Senate by unanimous consent as
part of a manager's amendment. In the House, the bill already has 182 Cosponsors.

The August 10th shooting of a F ilipino-American letter carrier, three young children and two
adults at the Los Angeles Jewish community center is the latest in a series of brutal hate crimes
that continue to plague victims, families, communities and the nation. This latest violent act
comes on the heels of the July 4th shooting spree in Illinois and Indiana, and the burning of three
synagogues and the shot-gun murders of two gay men in northern California.

While both the House and Senate J udiciary Committees held hearings on HCPA in the 105th
Congress and held hearings on the issue of hate crimes in 106th Congress, no action has been
taken on any legislation prior to its passage as an amendment to S, 1217.

The Hate Crimes Prevention Act would
enforcement to investi
permit fed

ted by bias based on race, religion, national origin, or
color, and because the victim was exercising a "federally protected right” (e.g. voting, attending
school, etc.) HCPA removes the federally protected activity requirement and adds sexual
orientation, gender and disability to the list of covered categories, thus bringing much needed
uniformity to federal law.

Hate crimes are especially odious because they victimize more than just the individual victim;
they also are acts of terrorism directed against an entire class of citizens. When a hate crime is
committed, it sends a message to every member of the targeted group that they risk their lives

simply by remaining part of the community. No American should have to be afraid to live in

any community because they are threatened with violence because of who they are.

Chairman Hatch recently introduced a four-point hate crimes proposal that was also included in
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S. 1217. However, his proposal fails to protect Americans from hate crimes committed on the

basis of gender, sexual orientation and disabilit

support that HCPA does.

y and does not have the widespread bipartisan

HCPA has the endorsement of the Administration and over 100 civil rights, law enforcement,
religious and civic organizations, including the National League of Cities; the National Sheriffs

Association; the Police F oundation; the Police E
of Mayors; the Leadership Conference on Civil
Presbyterian Church; the United Methodist Churc

Parent's Network on Disabilities.

xecutive Research Forum; the U.S. Conference
ghts; the Anti-Defamation League; the
h; the American Medical Association; and the

We urge you to retain the language of the Hate Crimes Prevention Act in the Commerce-Justice-

State Appropriations bill.
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