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COMMUNITY.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio (right) signs the Cultural Heritage Month proclamation last Friday. Witnessing the

signing is Lt. Gov. Jesus R. Sablan.

Teno bats for promotion

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
has called on the people of the
CNMI to promote the indig-
enous culture and tradition as
he Friday signed a proclama-
tion declaring September Cul-
tural Heritage Month.

According to the governor,
this will be the sixth year that

'Cultural Heritage Month was

being proclaimed.

He also encouraged the com-
munity to continue respecting
the elders.

Tenorio said Cultural Heri-
tage Month serves several pur-
poses: “First, it provides a
framework for different cultural

Description

Brnd ae: II S V

Single Burner
Double Burner

activities by different groups
and individuals. Second, itis of
interest to the many visitors to
our beautiful islands. Our in-
digenous culture is part of the
islands’ attractiveness and
charm, so it is appropriate to set
aside a particular time for dis-
playing it.”

The governor pointed out that
Cultural Heritage Month celebra-
tion helps the Commonwealth in
transmitting its traditions to the
younger generation.

“This is (the) most impor-
tant, because it helps preserve
our precious culture,” he
added.

Tenorio said the celebration
will have one week devoted to

Sale Price
$ 44.99
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To complete your cooking set add $50.00 more
and you will receive the following.
20 POUNDER GAS TANK, REGULATOR,
SHUT OFF VALVE, SIX FEET LP GAS HOSE
AND CLAMPS.

Come and see to appreciate!!

This is another quality product of WUSHIN CORPORATION Salcs
and Retail of LP Gas and Accessorics.

Located at Middle Road,Puerto Rico Village, Saipan
Tel. Nos.322-7415 /8733 Fax No. 322-7414

of the indigenous culture

Chamorro and Carolinian cul-
tural activities.

“And because of the particu-
lar respect and reverence given
to Chief Aghurubw, there shall
be one day exclusively dedi-
cated to him,” Tenorio added,
as he paid tribute to the legend-
ary Carolinian chieftain.

He also declared Sept. 18 as
Chief Aghurubw Day whereev-
ery residents and tourists in the
CNMI are invited to pay their
respects at the Chief’s burial
site on Managaha Island.

The governor last Friday
asked everyone residing in the
Commonwealth to wear island
garb to help boost the islands’
image.

onRota

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — A Cincinnati Zoo
conservationist is helping restock
the Guamrail, alittle brown birdon
the verge of extinction.

The Cincinnati Post reports that
Chris Edelen, a bird keeper at the
z00, has introduced the Guam rail
on Rota with the help of other
conservationists.

The rail, a small, flightless bird,
has been driven almost to extinc-
tion by the brown tree snake, a
venomous, aggressive reptile that
arrived on Guam, apparently hid-
den on military cargo ships after
World War I1.

Rota has no brown tree snakes.

Edelenand othersreleased about
50 birds on Rota last February,
then radio-tracked 25 of them
through the jungle for six weeks.

Edelensaidegg-fillednests have
been discovered and about six to

eight baby birds are known to be
scurrying about.

Participants sought
for ‘Battle of Bands’

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE COMMONWEALTH
Council for Arts and Culture
is now looking for musical
bands interested in participat-
ing in the 2nd Annual Rota
Battle of the Bands in Octo-
ber.

The Battle of the Bands will
be the highlight of this year’s
celebration of Rota’s San
Francisco De Borja Fiesta
which is slated from Oct.8 to
10.

According to Bobby
Taisacan, CCAC-Rota coor-
dinator, all musical bands in
the CNMI, as well as in Guam
are invited to join in the yearly
event.

CCAC will open the regis-
tration for the Battle of the
Bands from Sept. 1st to Oct.
1st. Interested parties canreg-
ister either of the Arts
Council’s offices on Saipan
and Rota.

The Rota fiesta celebration
will start Oct. 8th with the
coronation of San Francisco
De Borja Queen. The musical
competition will be held Oct.
9, and the traditional fiesta
Oct. 10.

“Last year, we had a lot of
band participants from Saipan
and Rota. Everybody is wel-
come to participate in this
year's event,” Taisacan said
in an interview.

This year, the Saipan Arts
Council will be helping out
the Rota office to prepare for
the musical event.

Taisacan said registration
fee fee this year is at $200.

“But we will be providing
accommodations and free
meals a day forregistered per-
formers. We will have ground
transportation available from
the airport to the concert
venue,” she added.

Olomwaay Band, last year’s
winner for the first-ever Battle
of the Bands on Rota is will-
ing to perform in this year’s
event since they failed to play
at the 1998 Fiesta Day proper
due to bad weather.

The bands will be judged
based on different types of mu-
sic they will be performing
which include reggae, pop,
cha-cha, rock, rock and roll,
disco, jazz, blues and rap.

The criteria for judging will
be voice quality, group per-
formance, music/sound qual-
ity, and overall audience re-
sponse.

First place winner will re-
ceive $3,000, second place
winner will get $2,000 and the
third place winner will be
awarded with $1,000.

Interested parties may con-
tact Cindy Macaranas at
Saipan Arts Council or the
Rota Arts Council at 532-

9350/54.

LB it it ARSI

Members of the Tanapa

Talabwog Women’s Dancers perform tradi-

tional Carolinian dance before the manamkos at the Aging Center last

Friday.

Photos by Louie C. Alonso
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Palau offices overspent budget

By Eileen O. Tabaranza

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
The Office of the Vice President

Tommy Remengesau Jr. and the

Ministry of State (MOS) had con-
stantly overspent their appropri-
ated budget on a quarterly basis
this fiscal year.

This developed as the Office of
the President (OP) and the Minis-
try of Commerce and Trade
(MCT) had the lowest rate of ex-
penditures, data from the Bureau
of National Treasury (BNT)
showed.

The OVP and MOS had ex-
ceeded their allotted budgets ev-

-ery quarter ranging from two per-

cent to 16 percent, while the OP
and MCT spent five percentto 11

percent below the programmed

level.

The administration, community
and cultural affairs, education,
justice, health, and resources and
development ministries, however,

- were consistently almost on tar-

gets.
According to the data, OVP,

Tommy Remengesau Jr.

which has the lowest budget
amounting to $413,000 among
offices under the Executive

"Branch for FY 1999, had spent

six percent more than its appro-
priated budget for the third quar-
ter of current FY.

Actual expenditures made by
OVP as of end of the third quarter
is now pegged at $334,447, or 81
percent of its total budget for FY
1999. Outof the $334,447 expen-
ditures, $66,835 was consumed
by the National Emergency Man-
agement Office.

In the first quarter of FY 1999,

the OVP already used up 41 per-
cent of its budget, 16 percentage
points higher than the 25 percent
allowable expenditure rate.

However, the OVP managed to
whittle down its spending level
by 14 percent in the second quar-
ter, and six percent in the third
quarter.

On the other hand, MOS’s
breakdown of expenditures
showed that the appropriated
$300,000 budget for its liaison
office in Washington had been
fully utilized as of end June 30
this year, thus this brought its
expenditure rate to 79 percent.

Under MOS, Guam Liaison
Office, Tokyo Consulate, Bureau
of Foreign Affairs, and its media
arm WSZB Radio Station had
overspent beyond the targeted
budgetlevel as of the third quarter
by two to 11 percent.

PresidentNakamura’s office

managed to meet its 75 percent_

expenditure rate in the third quar-
ter, butexpenses for indirect costs,
grants coordinator, and planning
and statistics and master plan,

By Malou L. Sayson

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
“They are trying to devise a way
to delay the approval of the KFC
(Kuniyoshi Fishing Company)
fishing agreement.”

This was according to Senator
Roman Yano, chairman of the
Senate Committee on Resources
and Development (SCRD) in an
interview as he reacted to what
is considered as “‘senate stale-
mate” on the KFC fishing agree-
ment (FA).

Yano stressed that his com-
mittee has already addressed the
issue of fairness and equal treat-
ment contrary to the claims of
the opposition group in the sen-
ate that [he] did not act on their
recommendations submitted to
the SCRD last Aug. 5.

The opposition group, asnoted
by Senator Sandra Pierantozzi,
threatens not to support the KFA
FA in the second ballot unless

Yano: KF'C deal being delayed

the SCRD considers their recom-
mendations.

These include the need foriden-
tical agreements foron-shore fish-
ing companies to set a level play-
ing field; the clarification of the
foreign fishermen’s status; and
the careful review of the com-
parative analysis submitted by the
PITI and the Palau Marine Indus-
tries Corp. (PMIC) by the Minis-
try of Resources and Develop-
ment (MORD) when doing nego-
tiations in order to arrive at stan-
dard requirements.

Yano said he has already taken
into consideration the concemn
raised by Pierantozzi that the Palau
International Traders, Inc. (PITI),
which her husband handles as
president of the company, is pay-
ing $500 more than the KFC
would pay in its new agreement.

The senator said to make the
fishing fees even, his committee
has introduced some amendments
to the proposed KFC FA to in-

clude the increase of fishing fees
for 100 tons of catch and over
from $3,000 to $3,500.
Nevertheless, the Pierantozzis
have claimed that all these years
the PITI has been paying more
than the KFC and the PMIC.

~ Yano, however, pointed out
that based on the report made by
the KFC, the company has con-
tributed a lot of money to the
republic, paying as much as
$2,206,569.70 from 1993 to May
1999.

A document on fishing com-
panies’ financial information
provided by Yano to Palau Hori-
zon, noted that KFC has paid
$1,574,280.14 worth of fees and
taxes in 1998 and $2.657,283 in
1997 against PITI’s $174,472.91
in 1998 and $231,086.18 in
19979.

PMIC, onthe other hand. made
payments for fees and taxes
amounting to $305,215.15 in
1998 and $320,976.48 in 1997.

Palau repatriates 105 fishermen

By Malou L. Sayson

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) — A
total of 105 fishermen, all originat-
ing from General Santos City,
Mindanao, were successfully re-
patriated last Aug. 22 to the Philip-
pines aboard aPhilippine Air Lines
jet, chartered by the Palauan gov-
emment.

The “mercy flight” was made
through concerted efforts of the
Palauan government to willingly
facilitate the expeditious return of
the 102 Filipino and three Indone-
sian fishermen who were recently
found guilty by the Palau Supreme
Court Trial Division of unlawful
fishing in the Palau’sextended fish-
ery zone (EFZ).

While in Davao City attending
the economic and trade ‘mission,
Palau’s Commerce and Trade Min-
ister Okada Techitong had been in

X )

constant communication with con-
cerned authorities on Palau to pave
way for the return of the Filipino
fishermen. '

Last Aug. 4, 38 fishermen were
sentenced by Chief Justice Arthur
Ngiraklsong, to pay a fine of about
$77,000 for unlawfully fishing in
Palau’s extended fishery zone
(EFZ) last April.

The fine included $25,000 each
for two captains and another
$10,000 each for the other two
captains, plus 200 each for the 34
fishermen.

Each of the four captains was
meted out with two-year jail term.

Some 71 other fishermen, all of
whom are Filipinos based in Gen-
eral Santos City, Mindanao, on
the other hand, were finally re-
leased from detention as defen-
dants and can go home anytime
after having been sentenced to

time served for conspiracy to fish
unlawfully inthe Palau’s EFZ. This
batch, which was apprehended
sometime during the later part of
1998, is just waiting for repatria-
tion assistance.

Capt. EverBaga who wasearlier
sentenced to one-and-a-half years
of imprisonment and Augustin
Pinto who recently passed away.
According to an autopsy reportre-
leased by the Belau National Hos-
pital, Agustin died of massive
asthma attack.

The Philippine ambassador was
grateful to President Nakamura,
Minister Techitong and all con-
cerned individuals and agencies for
raaking the repatriation of the 105
fishermen a success and for sus-

pending the airport tax for these .

people last Aug. 22. “The Palauan
government gave us all the coop-
eration we need,” Parungao said.

which are under OP budget, ex-
ceeded their budgets for the same
period.

As of the third quarter of FY
1999, total spending of OP stood
at$823,753, or 64 percent against
the appropriated budgetof $1.281
million. ST

Only 16 percent or $39,198 of
the total $250,000 budget for the
upcoming South Pacific Forum
(SPF) had been used as of end
June this year, while 67 percent of
the $75,000 for the recently-con-
cluded Micronesian Traditional
Leaders Conference (MTLC) had
beenutilized. The SPFand MTLC
are under OP costs.

A FY99 expenditure analysis
provided by BNT showed thatall
departments under MCT have
been consistently spending lower
than what was allotted.

These departments include the

# Flexibility
# Vitality

MEDITATION

Experience the benefits of yoga, and sign-up for the next class session!
* Mental Awareness
* Health & Wellbeing

*CLASSES TO BEGIN SOON!

Minister’s Office, Bureau of
Commercial Development, Bu-
reau of Human Resources De-
velopment and Board of Marine
Inspectors.

The MCT only spent $391,311
as of end June this year, or 64
percent of its total 1999 budget of
$610,500. The MCT received the
second smallestbudgetamongthe
executive branch departments.

Meanwhile, total expenditures
of the Olbiil Era Kelulau (OEK)
were below the 75 percentile tar-
get.

It spent 68 percent, or $2.435
million as of the third quarter of

1999 of its $3.562 million budget
for the current FY.

Further, boards, commissions
and authorities used up only 63
percent, or $230,171 as of end
June this year of its $365,500
budget.

BEGINNERS
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INTERMEDIATE / ADVANGED

Thurs Sept 2 @ 5:15 p.m. & Sat Sept 4 @ 9:45 a.m.

All classes held ar GOLD'S GYM
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Homestead Waterline Project.

price is agreed upon.”

Commontwealth ©tilities Corporation
®ffige of the Executive Divector

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
CUC-RFP99-0028

ADDENDUM NO. 1
Rugust 26, 1999

The Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) is notifying all interested firms of the follow-
ing changes in the Request for Proposals No. CUC-RFP39-0028 for the design of Koblerville

1. The sentence “The top three rated firms will be invited to submit cost proposal based
on a definitive scope of work prepared by CUC” shall be deleted.

2. The paragraph below shall be inserted after the technical criteria.

“Selection shall be made in accordance with CUC Procurement Regulations.
Discussions shall be conducted with at least three (3) of the firms regarding the
contract requirements and technical approach and selection made therefrom, in order
of preference, of no less than three (3) firms determined to be the most highly qualified
to perform the services resumes. The officer with expenditure authority shall negotiate
a contract with the highest qualified firm at a price determined to be fair and
reasonable to the CUC. If a fair reasonable price cannot be negotiated, negotiations
shall be terminated, and negotiations shall be undertaken with the second highest
qualified firm. |f a fair and reasonable price cannot be negotiated, negotiations shall
be terminated, and negotiations shall be undertaken with the third highest qualified
firm. f a fair and reasonable price cannot be negotiated any of the firms, then the
officer with expenditure authority shall select additional firms in order of
competence and qualifications and continue negotiations unti a fair and reasonable

All otr;er information specified in the solicitation shall remain the same.

{s/TIMOTHY P. VILLAGOMEZ
Executive Director
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| We cover everything, from completing a basic 1040 to the skillful

[ handling of complex schedules. Learn about recent changes in tax
laws, as well as proven tax-saving strategies. Once you’ve graduated,
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Happy Birthday
Cris Calub

on August 30 Y-

From Roger and Friends

SOUTH PACIFIC

Australia Senate calls for
stop in nuke shipments

CANBERRA (Pacnews) —
The Australian Senate has
adopted an Opposition Labour
Party motion calling for a sus-
pension of highly radioactive
fuel shipments through Austra-
lian waters.

The motion calls on the Aus-
tralian Government to revoke
its support for the approaching
shipment of the mixed oxide
(MOX) fuel made from pluto-
nium and uranium.

The environmental group
Greenpeace believes the two
ships, the Pacific Pintail and the
Pacific Teal, will pass south of
Perth in the next two days.

The Senate motion, moved by
Labour’s Environment spokes-

man, Nick Bolkus, alsocriticises
the Government for discourag-
ing nearby countries in their op-
position to the shipment.

The South Pacific Forum has
publicly expressed concern
about the shipment as it was
unable to convince and compel
France, Japan and the United
Kingdom to begin discussions
on a liability regime for com-
pensating the region for poten-
tial economic losses that could
be caused to tourism, fisheries
and the environment, in the

. eventof an accidentinvolving a

ship carrying radioactive mate-
rial, even if there is no actual
environmental damage caused.

Greenpeace, which has called

on Pacific countries to oppose
the shipment, wants those in-
volved in the shipment to con-
duct a comprehensive environ-
mental impact assessment.

The companies say the physi-
cal protection and the safety of
the shipments of MOX fuel are
internationally regulated by the
member states of two UN bod-
ies - the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) and the
International Maritime
Organisation (IMO).

They claim the physical pro-
tection system employed for the
sea transport of MOX fuel pro-
vides protection comparable to
levels at the manufacturing site
themselves.

BEIJING (Pacnews) — The
Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji
has expressed satisfaction with
the smooth development of
Sino-Tongan relations since
the two countries forged dip-
lomatic relations last Novem-
ber, the Chinese New Agency
Xinhua reported.

During a meeting in Beijing
with visiting Tongan Foreign
Affairs and Defence Minister,
Ulukalala Lavaka Ata, Zhu
also ‘expressed his apprecia-
tion for Tonga’s adherence to

Tonga’s foreign minister meets Chinese PM

the “one China” policy.

He said the visitof the Tongan
minister would further develop
the friendly ties between the two
countries and their military
forces. -

He added the Chinese people
are looking forward to the up-
coming China visit by Tongan
King Taufa’ahau Tupou IV in
October at the invitation of
Chinese President Jiang
Zemin,

Ulukalala expressed his
thanks for the support China

- vice-chairman of the Central

offered to Tonga on his is-
land nation’s entry into in-
ternational organisations in-
cluding the United Nations.
He said King Taufa’ahau
is also looking forward to
the scheduled China visit. He
noted the Kingdom will stick
to the “one China” policy.
Ulukalala’s visit is at the
invitation of Chi. Haotian,

Military Commission, State
Councillor and Defence Min-
ister.

_Busmesses in

".Solomons see
‘a 50% declme

HONIARA (Pacnews) — The
Chamber of Commerce in
Honiara, Solomon Islands, says
businesses operating in the capi-
tal have recorded a 50 per cent
decline because of the ethnic
tension on Guadalcanal Island.

In a press statement the Cham-
ber said the most affected are
retailers and service-oriented
businesses.

The Chamber revealed that
tourism and hospitality indus-
try have also been badly affected
adding that with the contraction
of economic activities, there will
be a reduction in employment
and the Government will be los-
ing revenue from import duties,
goods and services tax, and per-
sonal tax.

The Chamber cautioned the
Governmentnotto tax those still
in operation as this will ad-
versely affect the overall per-
formance of the economy.

The Chamber noted the
Solomon Islands needs to work
hard to restore its reputation as
a safe haven for investment.

It called on the parties in-
volved in the ethnic unrest to
resolve the issue as soon as pos-

sible because the longer it takes,
the more loss it will cause to
businesses and the Government.

Taiwan fishing vessel
said seized in Kiribati

TARAWA (Pacnews) — A Tai-
wanese purse seiner, Fong Kuo
736, was arrested by Kiribati Po-
lice after it was found fishing ille-
gally in Kiribati’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone, 48 miles (77
kilometres) south east of the
capital, Tarawa.

Police Commissioner, Tuare
Ioane said the captain of the

purse seiner has been taken into
custody.

The Taiwanese purse seinerwill
also be held in custody until the
outcome of Police investigations

He said only licensed purse sein-
ers from the United States were
allowed to fish within 60 miles
(96 kilometres) of Kiribati wa-
ters.

Flood relief sent to PNG

PORT MORESBY (Pacnews)
— Emergency supplies have
been sent to flood-affected ar-
eas of southeastern Papua New
Guinea.

Rice, flour, drinking water and
other foodstuffs have been sent
to the area around Abau — in
Central Province.

Heavy rain has flooded coastal

areas—and up to 30,000 people

may need emergency assistance.

Reports from the area say food
gardens, water supplies and
housing have been damaged or
destroyed.

Conditions in the area have
hampered a National Disaster
and Emergency Service team
sent to assess the damage, and
officials still donot have a com-
plete picture of the situation.

ADB to loan

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews) — The Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) will
lend Papua New Guinea
(PNG) $US25 million to sup-
port health services.

ADB is also considering as-

PNG $25M

sistance to fix computer prob-
lems related to the Year 2000
bug at Government agencies.
An ADB team visiting PNG
said the Bank will establish
an extended mission in the
capital, Port Moresby.
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Male residents show their scars from kidney operations in Manila, Philippines. Selling their kidneys for what seemed a small fortune promised to
be the path to a better life. Now, however, they are as poor as before with nothing much to show for their organ donations except for scars on the

sides of their bodies.

Muslim rebels,

troops clash, at
least 16 dead

ZAMBOANGA, Philippines
(AP) — Government soldiers
clashed repeatedly with Muslim
rebels this week after the rebels
allegedly abducted a 4-year-old
girl, and at least 16 people have
died in the fighting, the military
said Saturday.

The dead included two soldiers
and the rest were rebels, the mili-
tary said.

Troops tried Saturday to over- .

run a camp of the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front in the southern
Philippines province of Basilan,
550 miles south of Manila. Mean-
while, helicopter gunships and
army artillery pounded anarea of
the province s hinterlands.

The military operation was
launched Wednesday after nego-
tiations for the release of the kid-
napped girl broke down. The child,
Wilmarie Furigay, was abducted
more than two weeks ago, is the
granddaughter of a former mayor
of Lamitan, a local town.

Shariff Julabbi, a regional Lib-
eration Front leader, denied the
rebels were involved in the girl’s
kidnapping.

Desperate for money, some F111p1no stum dwellers sell kidneys

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —

Selling their kidneys for what
seemed a small fortune.promised
to be the path to a better life for

" dozens of residents of the seaside

slum district of Bagong Lupa.

But now they are as poor as
before and have nothing much to
show for their organ donations
except for scars on the sides of
their bodies.

In addition, many say they are
unable to find work as laborers

because employers at the nearby

port of Manila and construction
sites demand only healthy work-
ers.

The $1,800 that Norberto Papa
earned by selling his kidney is
gone and the shanty he built with

Nokia 257

the money is shaky after a recent | .
storm. However, he saidhe’shappy *

after learning that the business-
man who received his kidney is
alive and well.

*“If not for my kidney, he would
have been dead by now,” Papa
said, hoping that the businessman
will now help him.

He said he was not told by doc-
tors about the health implications
of having only one kidney before
it was removed. He was told only
after the operation that he will
have to watch salt and sugar in his
diet.

Controversy over the sale of or-
gans is nothing new, and every
time the topic comes into public
view through the media, there is
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.debate.

Inthe past howbver organsell-
ing wasn’t discussed as openly,
and now for the first time the
government is talking about im-
posing some regulations on the
practice.

Philippine President Joseph
Estrada said this week he op-
poses the sale pf kidneys and
will try and get the practice
banned. In addition, Health Sec-
retary Alberto Romualdez said
this week the government soon
will draw up organ donation
guidelines by people unrelated
to the recipient.

“One of the guidelines will be
that there should be no inter-
vening person,” he said. “There

cannot be free consent if there
is a broker.”

The sale of Papa’s kidney was
brokered by Dalmacio Zeta, who
says he did the same for about 100
men from Bagong Lupa starting
in 1992. He earmed a commission
of $300 for each sale, he says.

After seven years, however,
Zeta, 48, is as poor as the men he
persuaded to “donate” their kid-
neys. Business has been declin-
ing and he has been unable to
broker a sale since February, he
says.

His house on the garbage-lit-
tered shore of Manila Bay was
demolished by storm waves and
his family now lives in a shed
the size of a big dinner table.

Moicrols L8350
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Romeo Olinas, a former
welder, is unhappy that he sold
his kidney to an Arab man for
$2,000.

He said he spent at least $130
for medical expenses after the
operation. He also complained
about the low-salt, low-sugar
diet he must maintain to avoid
any kidney ailment.

“Had I known in advance, 1
would not have agreed,” he said.

Zetasays he doesn’t force do-
nors to give up their kidneys.
He says they receive as much as
$2,500 from foreign recipients
and $1,800 from Filipinos.

“They agree because they are
desperate, like gripping aknife’s
blade,” he said.
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Motorols L8750

FORMOREINFO CALL 235-PAGE

Hours of operations: M-F: 9AM-6PM / SAT: 9AM.3PM
Located Gualo Rai Main Building, Middle Road
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Report: JAL
ties up with
rival airline

TOKYO (AP) — Japan Air-
lines Co., the nation’s premier
carrier, has mapped out a plan
to jointly run international
flights with a rival airline,
news reports said Sunday.

The alliance between JAL
and Japan Air System Co.,
scheduled to start in October,
marks the first time the two
have teamed up in interna-
tional operations, the national
Yomiuri newspaper said. quot-
ing unidentified airline offi-
cials.

Officials from the two air-
lines were unavailable Sun-
day to confirm the reports.

Rising competition from
budget carriers inrecent years
has reduced profits at Japan’s
big airlines, sending them
scrambling to cut costs and
come up with low-priced deals
to attract passengers.

In the JAL-JAS tie-up, JAL
will provide aircraft and JAS
will allocate three of its ar-
rival and departure slots at
Tokyo’s Narita airport for the
joint flights, the report said.

The flights will be bound
for either the United States or
South Korea, with the desti-
nation to be decided later, it
said.

The carriers will promote the
new service under their own
names and use their own flight
numbers, but passengers from
the two services will in fact
fly on the same aircraft, the
report said.

Estaggpeg 455>

A crowd of spectators cheer dancers approaching them during the annual Samba Festival at Tokyo's traditional Asakusa district Saturday. About
500,000 people lined the streets to see the Rio-style summer parade.

UN ruling on WWII sex slaves hailed

TOKYO (AP) — Supporters of
Asian women forced into sexual
slavery by Japan’s army during
World War Il praised on Saturday
aU.N. resolution urging compen-
sation from Tokyo.

In a 15-2 resolution Thursday,
the U.N. Subcommission on Hu-
man Rights stressed that under
international law, governments
are responsible for war crimes
and other rights violations com-
mitted by their soldiers.

The U.N. rejected Japanese
claims that it has already com-
pensated war victims sufficiently,
and is under no obligation to give
more money.

Former comfort women and
groups that represent them said
the U.N.resolution will helpthem
obtain restitution from a govern-
ment that they claim wishes the
issue would simply disappear.

“Apparently, Japan wants to
wait until one by one, all the aging

women die away, hoping that will
solve its problem,” said Kim
Soon-duk, 79. Kim said she was
forced to work as a sex slave for
three years, moving with Japa-
nese troops in Shanghai, Nanjing
and other Chinese cities.

OfficialsatJapan’s foreign min-
istry, which handles the issue of
warreparations, were unavailable
for comment.

Historians say up to 200,000
women were forced into sexual

The Northern Marianas Protection and Advocacy Systems, Inc. (NMPASI) is soliciting
proposals for the financial and compliance audit for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1399. Proposals shall be submitted to the NMPASI, P0. Box 3529, Saipan, MP 96950, no
later than September 17, 1999. The audit shall be performed in compliance with the

following guidelines:

1. Generally Accepted Auditing Standards, and
2. OMB Circular A-133

Award will be based on specific factors like the price, prior experience, technical
competence and ability to meet the deadline. The contract for this audit will be awarded not
|ater than September 30, 1999. The audit work shall commence thereafter and a final audit
report shall be completed by November 30, 1999. Any questions regarding this matter can
be addressed to Ms. Lydia F. Barcinas, Executive Director at Tel. No. 235-71274/7213.

slavery by the Japanese military.

Filipino activists also welcomed
the U.N. resolution. .

“Itmeans the international com-
munity has clearly noted that the
Japanese government has an obli-
gation,” said Nelia Sancho, head
of the Lila Pilipina, a group sup-
porting Filipino wartime sex
slaves, and coordinator- of the
Asian Women Human Rights
Center.

- Etsuro Totsuka,aJapanese law-

yer who has represented former
sex slaves, said the U.N. resolu-
tion rejected Japan’s “only sub-
stantial legal defense™ against
paying compensation.

He said it was time for Japan to
start paying reparations to all of
its wartime victims as Germany
has done for years.

Indonesia

landslide kills
at least 30

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) —
Rain triggered a landslide at a
government-run gold mine in
Indonesia’s West Java province,
killing at least 30 miners, news
reports said-today.

The Berita Buana newspaper
reported that about 10 other min-
ers were missing and believed
trapped under the earth and rocks.
The landslide occurred on
Wednesday.

It was the second fatal land-
slide at the Pongkor mine near
Bogor. 50 miles southeast of the
capital of Jakarta, this year.

At least 30 people were killed
in January when wooden props at
anentrance to the mine collapsed.,
trapping miners inside.

Neither local police nor gov-
ernment officials were available
for comment on Wednesday's
fatal landslide.
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N. Korea seeks sanctions lifting

Charles Kartman

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
NorthKoreasaid Saturday itwould
use anew round of talks early next
month to urge the United States to
lift economic sanctions against the
isolated communist country,
U.S.envoy Charles Kartman and
NorthKorean Vice Foreign Minis-
ter Kim Gye Gwan will meet in
BerlinonSept.7-11. Washington’s
top priority in the talks is to per-
suade North Korea to forgo testing
along-range missile, which threat-
ens stability in Northeast Asia.
Announcing the Berlin talks,
North Korea on Saturday made no

Kim Gye Gwan

mention of its missile program.

“The tatks will focus on such
outstanding issues of common con-
cem as lifting of U.S. economic
sanctions against the (North),” said
the North’s official Korean Central
News Agency.

U.S., South Korean and Japa-
nese officials warned North Korea
that it faced economic and diplo-
matic penalties if it fired another
missile. But they also stressed that
North Korea will get aid and other
benefits if it suspends its missile
program.

The impoverished North has re-

South Korean Vietnam War veterans and Agent Orange victims shout
antlfovernmentand anti-U.S. slogans in front of the main government

buil
suffering.

ing in Seoul Wednesday, demanding compensation for their

AP

cently indicated that it was willing
to negotiate.

North Korea sent shock waves
through the region last August by
firing athree-stagerocket thatsailed
over Japan and landed in the Pa-
cific.

The United States promised to
improve diplomatic relations and

ease decades-old economic sanc-
tions against North Korea under a
1994 agreement that required the
North to freeze and eventually dis-

mantle its nuclear weapons pro-

gram.

Under the deal, the United States,
South Korea and Japan are build-
ingtwosafernuclearreactors worth

$4.6 billion in North Korea.

But the agreement did not cover
the North’s new missiles. This has
put the Clinton administration in
the difficult position of making a
separate appeal to Pyongyang.

The United States fought on
South Korea’s side in the 1950-53
Korean War.
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TINIAN CASINO GAMING CONTROL COMMISSION

Municipality of Tinian and Aguiguan
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
" TCGECI9-RFP-001 :

The Tmlan Lasmo Gaming Control Commission is soliciting proposals from qualified archltecturle/enumeermt7 F ms to pro-
vide professional design services for the proposed Tinian Casmo Gaming Control Commission-Building.

The Scope of work requires the A/E firm to perform, but not be limited to, the following professional services:
I.  GENERAL
A. Perform topographic and as-built surveys of the approved location within specific boundaries.
B. Prepare permit applications required for construction, including required supporting calculations. Make presenta-
tion at public hearings, if required.
C. Prepare all contract documents, construction drawings, cost estimate and technical specifications necessary for con-
struction of the Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission Building within specified budgetary limitations.
H.  SUBMITTAL OF PROPOSAL
A. Proposal must include the following:
1. Update Standard Forms 254 and 255
2. Design Approach and Methodology
3. Design Team members/firms
B. Architectural and Engineering Plans
1. Architectural design development drawings
a.  Perspective drawing
b.  Floor Plan
2. Architectural and Engineering Construction Drawings
a.  Architectural

b.  Structural
c.  Mechanical
d.  Electrical
e. Civil

I1I. SELECTION CRITERIA
The Evaluation Committee will review and rank each proposal based on the following criteria:
A. Qualification of the principal(s) and staff (40%)
B. Experience of the firm(s) and staff on similar type projects (60%).

Interested firms must submit two copies of their qualifications and proposals no later than 4:00 p.m. September 10, 1999, to the

office of the Executive Director, Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission, San Jose, Tinian, CNMI.

/s/ ESTHER HOFSCHNEIDER-BARR August 25, 1999
Executive Director Date

COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY

Main Office: SAIPAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
P.O. Box 1055 - SAIPAN - MP 96950
Phone: {1-670) 664-3500¢/1  Fax: (1-670) 234-5962
E-Muil Address: cpa.admin@saipan.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

For Commuter Terminal Concession

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) is soliciting proposals from interested firms to operate a
retail concession at the Saipan Commuter Terminal (the space formally occupied by DFS Saipan
Limited). Interested firms are encouraged to specify in their proposal the types of products and/or
services they intend to offer to commuter travelers and how to best use the space available. The area of
the space available is 868 square feet, and is centrally located at the Saipan Commuter Terminal. This
space is available for inspection between 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Proposal packages may be obtained at the Office of the Executive Director, Saipan International
Airport, P.O. Box 1055, Saipan, MP 96950, for a fee of $50.00 per package. A pre-proposal conference will
be held on August 27, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. at the CPA Conference Room located on the second floor of the
Departure Building, Saipan International Airport.

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA) must receive proposals no later than 2:00 p.m., September
10, 1999, in order to be considered for the award. In evaluating proposals, CPA will consider (but is not
limited to) the following criteria:

Financial Proposals
Management Team

Capital Investment

Design Rendering

Services or Merchandising Mix
Customer Services

Pricing

NSO U A LN

The successful and unsuccessful proposers will be notified within thirty (30) days afler September 10,
1999.

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Mr. Herman R. Bermudes
at 664-3531.

The Commonwealth Ports Authority reserves the right to reject any and all proposal in accordance with
Section 3.2(7) and 4.1 of its Procurement Rules and Regulations.

/s/CARLOS H. SALAS August 13, 1999
. Ibxecutive Director Date
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Abortion issue dogs GOP

e

Republican presidential hopeful Texas Gov. George W. Bush greets residents of Marietta, Ga., Friday at

Ministries United for Service and Training Inc, a religious organization which helps the needy in Cobb and

Cherokee Counties.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Abor-
tion, the chronic issue in cam-
paigns for the Republican presi-
dential nomination, is back on the
agenda, one of the candidates hav-
ing lapsed into candor on the sub-
ject.

Sen. John McCain is the politi-
cal target of anti-abortion activ-
ists after saying that:

» Toreverse the 1973 Supreme
Court decision legalizing abor-

tion now would force thousands
of young women to have illegal
and dangerous operations.

+» He'd choose a vice presiden-
tial nominee and nominees to the
Supreme Court based on their

.overall qualifications, and would

not require that they oppose abor-
tion rights.

The National Right to Life
Committee said McCain flip-
flopped, having answered yes on
a 1998 questionnaire that asked
whether he supported complete
reversal of the abortion decision.

He replied that he still does,
unequivocally, although he’s said
itshouldn'thappenuntil “*we stop

AP

this dangerous operation”
through counseling, adoptionand
other alternatives.

“I think we ought to work to
eliminate abortion as a part of
American life,” he said on CNN,
an improbable, almost certainly
impossible goal.

McCain also said he was proud
of his 17-year record of voting
for anti-abortion positions in
Congress.

He wrote the anti-abortion
lobby that he hoped he’d clari-
fied any ambiguity on his posi-

(AP)—Firefighters inthe West-
em states were making progress
Saturday on blazes that have
burmed more than 200,000 acres,
though hot weather and frequent
lightning strikes continued to
pose a threat.
~ “Itseemslike things are stabi-
lizing,” said Janelle Smith, of
the National Interagency Fire
Center in Boise, Idaho. “There
are alot of new lightning strikes
but we are getting to them as
best we can.”

A week’s worth of effort paid
off Saturday, as firefighters ap-
proached containment on the
largest fires. Crews then did a
largely successful job of con-

Western wildfires still a threat

centrating their efforts on new
and remaining fires.

Nineteen large fires were bum-
ing in California, Nevada, Or-
egon and Texas, though nine were
expected to be contained Sunday.
Over 200,000 acres had been con-
sumed.

More than half of the fires were
in Northern California, drawing
more than 7,000 firefighters. The
fires took up most of the state’s
firefighting budget only two
months into the fiscal year.

Nevada's biggest blaze, north
of Reno, blackened 40,000 acres.
Full containment was expected
by Sunday.

A fire near Oregon’s Sheldon-

Hart National Wildlife Refuge
charred 30,000 acres and was
expected to be contained by Sat-
urday.

Texas National Guard heli-
copters were called out to battle
a 1,700-acre fire west of
Lampasas.

A 600-acre blaze near
Okanogan, Wash., was com-
pletely contained Friday.

Northern California’s week-
end weather was expected to be
hot, but tempered by lower
winds. Montana, eastern Idaho
and Wyoming were to see some
scattered thunderstorms. That
would mean dangerous light-
ning but also rain.

Ventura fires back at newspaper

FALCON HEIGHTS, Minn.
(AP) —Pro-wrestler-turned-Gov.
Jesse Ventura is flexing his vocal
chords in a beef with a Minnesota
newspaper that criticized him for
returning to the ring as a referee,
claiming he was setting a bad
example for kids by promoting
sex and violence.

Venturasaid the Saint Paul Pio-
neer Press’ criticism of pro
wrestling’s staged mayhem and
scantily clad women was hypo-

critical because the paper runs ad-
vertisements for X-rated movies
and strip clubs in its sports section,
which children read.

Nicknaming the paper the “*Saint
Paul Pioneer Pom,” Ventura said
he was canceling his subscription
and would deny any future inter-
view requests from its reporters,

*The Saint Paul Pioneer Press is
triple-X,” Ventura said Friday on
his weekly radio show. “They are
lining their pockets with pornogra-

phy. They are working together
with the X-rated industry.”

*The issue here really is that the
governor doesn’t like to be criti-
cized,” editor Walker Lundy said,
adding that the paper can’t legally
deny advertising space to sexually-
oriented businesses.

Jesse *“The Body™ Ventura re-
tired from wrestling in 1986 be-
cause of an injury. He took part in
a recent pay-per-view wrestling
event as a referee.

tion. But his successive statements
made it cloudier. For candidates
other than the conservative abso-
lutists on abortion, a little ambi-
guity can be useful.

Afterall, most Americans don’t
see the issue in absolute terms —
although polls overthe years since
the court ruling show about six
people in 10 would oppose an
outright ban on legal abortions.

A study by the American En-
terprise Institute for Public Policy
Research also says majorities also
favor restrictions such as a 24-
hour waiting period, counseling
on alternatives, parental consent
and other limits, which are vehe-
mently opposed by the abortion
rights lobby.

That study by public opinion
analysts Karlyn Bowman and
Everett Carll Ladd said surveys
after the 1992 and 1996 elections
show abortion was not a pivotal
issue for most voters.

But it is amplified in the nar-
rower arena of Republican pri-
maries and conventions, where
conservative abortion foes make
up a greater share of the vote.
That’s why the call for a constitu-
tional amendment toban abortion
is written into Republican cam-
paign platforms.

Abortion opponents have en-
acted, and just renewed, an as-
sortment of bars to federal spend-
ing for abortions, but by narrow
margins, far short of the two-thirds
it would take to approve a consti-
tutional amendment.

So it’s a debating point, not a
realistic prospect. That does not
silence the critics of candidates
who say they support an amend-

ment but that it can’t be done

A man crosses Capitol Mall as smoke from northern California fire

because most Americans don’t
agree.

Gov. George W. Bush, the
leader for the 2000 GOP nomina-
tion, takes that position, which
irks the purists. So does his state-
ment that he’d apply no litmus
tests in choosing Supreme Court
nominees, meaning that he
wouldn’t limit the field to abor-
tion opponents, as the more ¢on-
servative candidates pledge to do.

Bush also drew conservative
criticism whenhe was quotedin a
Talk Magazine article as saying
he didn’t know whether the num-
berof abortions in Texas had gone
up or down while he’s been gov-
ernor.

“Probably down,” he was
quoted as saying. “Not because of
anything we’ve done, though. We
haven’t passed any laws.”

Elizabeth Dole said she’d sup-
portaconstitutional amendment
if one were possible. “But of
course it’s not,” she said.

Steve Forbes said much the
same thing as a candidate in
1996. He’s hardened his line in
this campaign, seeking to be-
come the conservative alterna-
tive to Bush. “Any judge I ap-
point for life will be pro-life,”
he said in a radio ad. “Some of
the politicians who are running
for president won’t tell you what
kind of judges they would ap-
point.”

With variations, all those lines
have been heard before. And
will be again, in the campaign
and when 2000 Republican plat-
form writers act, and almost
certainly renew, the plank sup-
porting a constitutional amend-
ment against abortion.

reduces visibility around the state Capitol dome in the background in

Sacramento, Calif.

AP
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EAST HAMPTON, N.Y. (AP)
—President Clintondelivered his
warmest endorsement yet of his
wife’s all-but-declared Senate
race as both Clintons came to
New York on Saturday to raise
...oney for her and other Demo-
crats.

Hillary Rodham Clinton de-
serves her own chance at elected
ofice, after an adult lifetime of
unelected public service, Clinton
said at the first of a string of
political fund-raising parties in
the Hamptons, a tony district of
Long Island an hour from New
York City.

“If you want somebody who
has thought about this stuff and
-worked hard and always tried to
doitforotherpeople for 30 years,”
Clinton began, “who has more
heart, more intelligence, more
ability and more commitmentthan
any person | have ever known, ...
then you ought to send her to the
Senate and give her a chance to
serve.”

Mrs. Clinton is raising money
for a possible 2000 run for the
Senate seat now held by Demo-
crat Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
who is retiring.

Mrs. Clinton sounded very
much like a candidate.

“Like most of you, I've always
been somebody who's supported
other people,” she told about 300
supporters who paid $1,000 for a
barbecue supper with the Clintons,
and entertainment by gospel
singer Phoebe Snow. “And now
I'm stepping forward and asking
you for your support and your
help.”

Some of the money raised at
three events Saturday night will
go to Mrs. Clinton’s campaign,
and some to Democratic candi-
dates generally.

Clinton has often described his
wife as a partner in their political
agenda, and he fondly described
thatrelationship before the loudly
cheering crowd.

“When I met Hillary in 1971
we began a conversation about
this stuff that was still going on at
1:30 last night, 28 years later,”
Clinton said. _

The president brought down the
house with an apparent reference
to last year's extramarital sex-
and-impeachment scandal, and his
wife’s stoicism.

He said the couple took a walk
Saturday, their last full day vaca-
tioning on the Massachusetts is-
land of Martha’s Vineyard, and
he asked whether she was tired of
their political life.

“She said, ‘No, it’s still very
interesting to me. You may be a
lot of things, but you’re not bor-
ing.”

The Clintons will spend the
weekend in the Hamptons, at the
home of filmmaker Steven
Spielberg, while atttending a
string of fund-raising parties

In East Hampton, the Clintons
also were hosts at a buffet recep-
tion of the young Democrats’
*“Saxophane Club.” The relatively
low $250 ticket price was ex-
pected to draw about 800 people
and raise some $200,000 for the
Democratic National Committee.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and President Clinton greet well-wishers upon the

A $5,000-per-person lunch for
80 is planned for Sunday in
Southampton. The first $1,000
from every ticket, a party official
said, will go to Mrs. Clinton’s
race, with the remainder shared
by the Democratic committees.

In the priciest of the galas,
rocker Jon Bon Jovi provides the
music at a Bridgehampton dinner
Sunday night for the DNC. At
$25,000 per couple, Democrats
hope the event will raise $900,000.

Before beginning the money
hunt, the Clintons and daughter
Chelsea did a little house-hunt-
ing. On Saturday afternoon, they
visited a four-story colonial in
Westchester County north of New
York City.

Clinton brushed aside a ques-
tion about what he wanted in a
home.

*“Some place nice and airy that
will make Hillary happy — that’s
what I want,” the president said.
His wife, standing a few yards
behind him on Air Force One,
laughed.

If Mrs. Clinton decides to run
for the Senate next year, she’ll
need to establish residency by
Election Day.

The Clintons spent nearly two
hours inspecting a white Geor-
gian colonial in Chappaquathat a
listing agent said costsnearly $1.7
million. Itboasts aswimming pool
out back and an exercise room on
the top floor.

The house sits screened by ev-
ergreens at the end of a cul-de-sac
called Old House Lane, in a com-
munity described by neighbors as
a quiet area with good schools.

“It’s a very nice house, but we
don’t have any announcement to
make,” Clinton said after the visit.
It was the only house the Clintons
saw Saturday. '

After the house tour, Clinton
left his unusually small motor-
cade to shake hands with neigh-
bors gathered at the bottom of
the street.

One potential neighbor,
Osman Osmani, wished the first
lady well.

“I hope you become our next
senator,” Osmani said.

LSG

Saipan Intemational Airport.

Revenue Forecast;
Management Team;

Design Rendering;

Customer Scrvices,
Pricing,

D S

\ _P.0.Box 6172 Tamuning, Guam 96931

If you have any questions or need addtional information, please contact:

%

The president jumped in with a
reply: “She becomes the senator,
I'd be the first neighbor?” Clinton
said. “I’'m looking for a new role
in life, you know? I like that.”

Another neighbor said the
home’s current owner is a doc-
tor who founded a chain of
health clinics. Many other
neighbors are doctors, bankers

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR FOOD AND BEVERAGE CONCESSION
Sky Chefs SAIPAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

LSG Lufthansa Service Saipan, Inc. (“LSG”) is soliciting proposals from interested firms to operate a food and bever-
age concession, as a sub-concessionaire, at the Saipan International Airport (public side of terminal). Interested firms
are encouraged to specify in their proposal the types of food products and services they intend to offer to the meeters
and greeters and travelers and how to best use the space available. The area of the space available is 446 square fect
with an outdoor seating area of 972 square feet, and is located next to the screening ramp at the main terminal. This
space is available for inspection between 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Mondays through Fridays.

Proposal packages may be obtained at the LSG Flight Kitchen on Airport Road. Mailing address is P.O. Box 270 CK,
Saipan, MP 96950 for a fee of $50.00 per package. The successful bidder is required to utilize the plans and to build the
food and beverage concession in accordance with said approved plans.
The pre-proposal conference will be held on September 1, 1999, at 10:00 a.m. at the airport conference room in the

Deadline: LSG shall receive proposals no later than 4:00 p.m., September 23, 1999 in order to be considered for the
award. The bidders shall in their Proposals provide information on the following arcas:

Capital Investment (minimum US $190,000);

Services or Food Merchandising Mix;

This bid is subjcct to the terms and conditions of the Sub-concession Agreement made between LSG, Commonwealth
Ports Authority and DFS Saipan Ltd. LSG is not bound to accept any bid and it reserves the right to select or reject any
proposal without giving reasons or justifications for its decision.

The successful and unsuccessful proposcrs will be notified within thirty (30) days after September 30, 1999,

MS. JULIA SMITH
PROJECT MANAGER

’l‘elcphon (671} 646-5878/9/0

lintons stump for money

4%

y C ir arrival at Martha’s Vineyard Airport in West Tisbury, Mass.
Saturday morning. The Clintons concluded a 10-day vacation Saturday and traveled to New York for fund-raisers for the first lady. AP

and other professionals, neigh-
bors said.

Earlier this month, the family
spent a Sunday visiting proper-
ties in the area, and Mrs. Clinton
left Martha’s Vineyard unno-
ticed on Aug. 21 for additional
house hunting, said administra-
tion officials who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity.

Facsimile: (671) 646-6793
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~ $100M school grants o

EDGARTOWN, Mass.
(Reuters) - The U.S. Department
of Education will distribute nearly
$100 million in grants for charter
schools, which are meant to be
centres of excellence forstudents,
President Bill Clinton announced
on Saturday.

Speaking as a federal judge
weighed whether rival “voucher”
programmes violate the Consti-
tutional separation of church and
state, Clinton urged strong sup-
port for charter schools, which
are privately run but pnblicly
funded, and said the Republican’s
“risky tax cut plan” threatened.
such schemes.

“With this step, we wi]l help to
raise standards, raise expectations
and raise accountability, by hav-
ing public schools that are free to
create, to innovate and be held
accountable,” Clinton said in his
weekly radio address.

“This is the kind of education
we want for all our children.”

Charter schools are public
schools run by teachers, parents
or community leaders and which
have more freedom to set curricu-
lum and procedures than tradi-
tional institutions. They must be
nonsectarian and meet standards
laid out in their charters - thus the
name.

Charter schools that da not ful-
fil their chasters are closed. “They -
spur all our public schools to im-
prove,” Clinton said.

The first charter school was

established in 1991 in Minnesota.

“When I was first elected presi--
dent, there was only one qharter
school in the entire
country,”Clinton added. .

Now there are 1,700, he said,
and his goal is to have 3,000 by
the end of 2000.

The $100 million will go to

The Dalai Lama bows following his speech at the Field Museum’s

Stanley Hall Saturday in Chicago.

AP

Tibetan leader wraps
up his US journey

CHICAGO (AP)—About 3,200

people gathered at Chicago’sField
Museum on Saturday to hear the
Dalai Lama’s nonsectarian mes-
sage of peace, compassion and
human rights on the last day of a
17-day U.S. visit.

The exiled spiritual leader of
the world’s Tibetan Buddhists also
spoke in New York and in
Bloomington, Ind., where his
brother founded the Tibetan Cul-
tural Center in 1979.

“We are the same physically,
spiritually and emotionally,” the
Dalai Lama told the crowd at
Saturday’s fundraiser. “We have
the samie potential ... to help other
people.”

He also spoke of the impor-
tance of meditation to prepare to
face life's problems and noted
that much blood had been shed in
the name of religion.

“The concept of one religion
and one truth is bad,” he said,
adding that love and compassion
for mankind is necessary to be
happy, complicated philosophy
and doctrine are not.

“Tt is surprising to see Western
people so interested in him,” said
Julie Zhang, acomputer program-
mer from Canton, China.

Among those in the crowd were
talk show host Oprah Winfrey
and actress Goldie Hawn.

“What he said was very simple
and very direct. There is a need
for love and compassion,” said
Allison Williams, who considers
herself a Buddhist in training.

After his remarks, the Dalai
LamablessedaTibetan thangka”
— an 18th century painting de-
picting the 2nd, 4th and 6th Dalai
Lamas — in the Field Museum'’s
collection.

help open new charter schools
and to buy equipment for them.
“These funds will help teachers
and parents open new charter
schools in 32 states, the District
of Columbia and Puerto Rico,”
Clinton said in his radio address,
delivered from an elementary
school on Martha’s Vineyard,
where he has been vacationing.

Charter schools are an alter-.
native both to regular public
schools and to private schools,
which can be supported by
voucher programmes in some
areas.

But the voucher plans, which
give parents the option of get-

ting-back taxes earmarked for -

public schools to use toward™
private tuition, have-been under
legal attack.

Last week a federal judge in
Cleveland suspended a voucher
scholarship programme there

while the court decides if it is
constitutional to divert federal
dollars to support schools run
by religious groups.

A similar plan in Florida is
under attack by the American
Civil Liberties Union, the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Coloured People
andXchool movement is a real
grass-roots revolution in edu-
cation. We must do everything
we can to support it,” Clinton

-said. :

“But just as our children are
returning to class, the Republi-
can leadership’s risky tax cut
plan would undermine these in-
vestments by forcing.deep and
irresponsible cuts in education.
and other important national pri-
orities.”

Clinton advocates using a pro-
jected budget surplus to support,
education, Social Security and

ut soon

Medicare, while Republicansin
Congress want to implement tax
cuts.

Republicans accused Clinton
of mischaracterizing their tax
cut plan, which they said would
help parents save money for
their childrens’ educations.
They also said Republicans sup- -
port charter schools, but advo-
cate more local control over
schools.

“We do applaud the president
on his fight for charter schools -
forthathe getsan ‘A.” Butwhen
it comes to honesty with the
American people, andtelling the
truth about the amount of money
set aside for education in the
Republican tax relief proposal

" that he has vowed-to veto;-he -

fails miserably, Representative
J.C. Watts of Oklahoma, House
Republican conference chair-
man, said in a statement.

Holbrooke

NEW YORK (AP) — A
swanky, $ 30,000-a-monthssuite
above the Waldorf Astoria Ho-
tel, traditionally reserved for the
U.S. ambassador to the United
Nations, has been occupied by a
junior staffer since Ambassa-
dor Richard C. Holbrooke de-
cided to pass it up.

The new ambassador will
continue to live in his private
home in Manhattan rather than
the Waldorf suite — one of the
most sought-after U.S. diplo-
matic residences, The Wash-
ington Post reported Saturday.

However, Holbrooke’s 27-
year-old assistant, R.P. Eddy,
will enjoy the luxury accom-
modations until he finds hisown
apartment.

The young man is being al-

forgoes Waldorf-Astoria

Richard C. Holbrooke

lowed to stay there to save the
government the money for a sepa-
rate hotel room, the Post reported.

The official ambassador’s resi-
dence has mostly been vacant
since last September, when Bill
Richardson left to become Presi-
dent Clinton’s energy secretary.

Holbrooke reportedly plans
to use it to entertain foreign dig-
nitaries.

Holbrooke was sworn in as
ambassador this week aftera 14-
month delay in his confirmation
by the Senate, adelay caused by
Republican-erected hurdles and
an ethics investigation that has
since been resolved.

Holbrooke was on an official
visit to the Balkans on Saturday,
and neither he nor his staff were
available for comment.

The Waldorf suite is in the Art
Deco “Towers” section of the
hotel, with a separate entrance
on 51st Street between Park and
Lexington avenues. It has been
used as the official U.S.
ambassador’s residence since

1949,

Two Augusta, Ga. residents watch the five to six-foot waves break on the beabh

as Hurricane Dennis heads up the East Coast.

s

at Tybee Island Saturday
AP
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Usu-
ally antagonists, Whitewater pros-
ecutor Kenneth Starr and the
Clinton Justice Department have
joined forces to appeal a judge’s
ruling on alleged grand jury leaks
during the Monica Lewinsky in-
vestigation, legal sources say.

Starr asked an appeals panel in
mid-July to intervene quickly and
overturn the findings of U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Norma Holloway
Johnson, said the sources, who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

The Justice Department has had
its own inquiries into leaks that
may have come from Starr’s of-
fice. But it has joined the indepen-
dent counsel in his appeal, the
sources said.

Atissue is whether the indepen-
dent counsel improperly leaked
secret grand jury informationtothe
news media. Federal rules prohibit
prosecutors and court officials from
disclosingevidence brought before
a grand jury.

The Justice Department is not
accused of leaking in this case, but
the department may be worried
that the court is setting an unrea-
sonable precedent. Justice officials
have explained in the past that if
they got involved in the case it
would be to ensure that their own
prosecutors are not hamstrung in
giving reporters information in the
future.

Though the impeachment inves-
tigation is long over, the judge’s
investigation into alleged leaks re-
mains a concern for the embattled
independent counsel’s office. The
prosecutors want to clear their
names and avoid possible penal-
ties, including fines oraction against
their law licenses.

In his appeal, which remains
underseal, Starr argues thatJohnson
was wrong in ruling that investiga-
tive matters not yet brought before
a grand jury should be covered by
secrecy rules thatapply tothe grand
Jury itself.

Kenneth Starr

Starr also challenged the stan-
dard Johnson used to determine
there was preliminary evidence to
believe that news articles in ques-
tion likely came from Starr’s of-
fice, the sources said.

The sources include lawyers or
employees inside the federal court-
house in Washington. They are not
members of Starr’s office or Presi-
dent Clinton’s legal team, which
filed the original complaintinspring
1998 accusing Starr’s office of ille-
gal leaks.

Starr asked the appeals court to
intervene on an expedited basis
after Johnson ruled in the leaks
case, the sources said. They weren’t
more specific except to say the
ruling involved a Feb. 1 complaint
filed by presidential lawyer David
Kendall that alleged additional
grand jury leaks by Starr’s office.

The leak accusations were used
by Clinton's defenders to under-
mine the credibility of Starr’s in-
vestigation, especially during the
sensitive months surrounding the
president’s impeachment and ac-
quittal.

Most of the leaks investigation
has been played out in secret, al-
though documents unsealed by
courts give the public ataste of how
vigorously both sides have waged
battle.

Kendall touched off the court
fight during the early days of the
Lewinsky investigation, when he
accused Starr’s office of illegally

3

Republican presidential hopeful Sen. Orrin Hatch campaigns during a
parade prior to the Alabama Republican Straw Poll g gir—

aturday in

mingham, Ala. The first test of presidential hopefuls after lowa was
ignored by most candidates Saturday, and even Hatch, who did
campaign, conceded the race to Texas Gov. George W. Bush.  Ap

leaking damaging information
about the president, including the
testimony of Oval Office secretary
Betty Currie. ,

Kendall cited numerous news-
paper and TV reports quoting
anonymous sources as describing
evidence that prosecutors were

bringing before the grand jury.
Johnson, who as the chief judge
of the federal court in Washington
oversees grand jury investigation,
ruled last summer that there was
preliminary evidence suggesting
Starr’s office made “‘serious and
repetitive” violations of grand jury

~ Starr appeals leaks ruling

secrecy rules.

The judge cited 24 news stories
she said likely came from Starr’s
office. They included general ac-
counts of Starr’s “next moves” and
specific reports that the prosecutor
had rejected a proposed immunity
deal for Ms. Lewinsky.
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& Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
anteed to last for five to seven years in all
weather conditions and stands heat tem-
perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

at A Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/ P
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
boards or on transparencies on special pa-
per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
above shelves, counters and merchandise
# stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

§ Full color digital print for back light in shops
8l window or special display in the outdoor,
B such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
DI fumes, jewelry and many more.

——
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Alliance challenges Yeltsin

MOSCOW (AP) — A powerful
new Russian political alliance
presented its centrist platform
Saturday for December parlia-
mentary elections, saying the
sweeping powers of the Russian
presidency should be divided up.

The Fatherland-All Russia alli-
ance —forged by Moscow Mayor
Yuri Luzhkov, former Prime Min-
ister Yevgeny Primakov and a
group of regional governors —
proposed weakening the presi-
dency in favor of giving more
power to parliament and the prime
minister.

The alliance is a powerful threat
to President Boris Yeltsin, a key
architect of Russia’s current con-
stitution, passed in 1993, which
gives the president broad powers.
Yeltsin’s opponents and observ-
ers say that leaves power in Rus-
siatoo unbalanced. and they have
long urged amending the consti-
tution.

Fatherland-All Russia is ex-
pected to do well in December’s

Yuri Luzhkov

elections for the lower house of
parliament. Also, both Primakov
and Luzhkov are topping the polls
as prospective candidates in next
summer’s presidential election,
although both have been coy about
running.

Yeltsin is barred by law from
seeking a third term in the elec-
tion, but there has been specula-
tion that Kremlin aides are plot-
ting to keep the 68-year-old
president in power to preserve
their own clout and benefits.

Yevgeny Primakov

Fatherland-All Russia re-
leased its entire platform Satur-
day, saying it opposes a return to
a fully state-controlled economy
butadvocates greater government
regulation over business.

It also advocates providing
Yeltsin with “security” when
he steps down, said Georgy
Boos, who is running Father-
land-All Russia’s electoral cam-
paign.

Observers suggest that Yeltsin
and his inner circle are worried

Boris Yeltsin

about immunity from possible
prosecution for corruption once
Yeltsin leaves office. Boos did
not say whether Yeltsin’s en-
fourage would be given immu-
nity.

Fatherland-All Russia also ap-
proved its party list, which was
led by Primakov, Luzhkov, and
St. Petersburg governor
Vladimir Yakovlev.

Elections for parliament in
Russia are two-pronged: Voters
choose individual candidates in

their constituencies and cast bal-
lots for parties. The party lists
determine who will serve in par-
liament based on the percent-
age of votes the movement gets.

Fatherland-All Russia got a
major boost Friday when the
left-wing Agrarian Party, for-
merly allied with the Commu-
nists, decided to join. The Com-
munists dominate the current
parliament, but the party has
shown signs of fraying.

Several right-wing political
movements also held congresses
Saturday, including Our Home
is Russia, led by ex-premier
Viktor Chernomyrdin, and a bloc
between several young reform-
ers.

Our Home is Russia now has a
number of seats in parliament,
but its popularity is on the wane.
Like other right-wing groups, the
party is led by ex-government
officials who many Russians ac-
cuse of bringing on Russia’s lat-
est economic problems.

down in the pace of change.”

‘Society, v

will be accelerated.” .

“There will be no slowing.

- “There is too much to be
done to slacken off now. If:
“anything the speed of our
modernisation: programme

Blair, oni holiday in the south - in
‘of France, wrote in a pam-  ha
phiet published by the cen-
‘tury-old, left-wing Fabian

Britain’s Prince Edward (2nd left) and his wife Sophie (right) are met by Ireland’s President Mary McAleese

and her husband Martin (left) on arrival at Dublin Castle for The President’s and Duke of Edinburgh Awards
Cermony of the Millennium Gold Encounter Friday.

AP

Chirac plays down faults
in nuke-powered carrier

ABOARD THE CHARLESDE
GAULLE, (Reuters) - President
Jacques Chirac on Saturday tried
to play down the embarrassing
problems that have dogged
France’s first nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier since its sea trials
early this year.

Visiting the Charles de Gaulle
at sea off the Atlantic port of
Brest, Chirac told the 1,950 crew
members that France might even
construct a second aircraft carrier
in the next decade.

The Charles de Gaulle had to
abort its sea trials in January be-
cause of a shaky rudder. It also
emerged thatits flight deck might
be four metres (13 feet) too short
for the EC2 Hawkeye airborne
warning and control (AWACS)
aircraft it is to carry.

“The difficulties encountered
in the development of the Charles
de Gaulle are nothing exceptional
during a trial period,” Chirac said.
“Everything will be done so there
is neither a cost overrun nor a
delay.”

Military sources said the car-
rier - which will eventually cost
20 billion francs ($3.19 billion),
including 500 million francs worth
of repairs - was due to go into
service in the second half of 2000.

Capable of carrying up to 40
planes, it will replace France's
last surviving aircraft carrier, the
Foch. But despite its high tech-
nology, the new ship has a top
speed of only 27 knots compared
to the 32 knots the 40-year-old
Foch can reach.

The military sources said the
flight deck problem arose because

Jacques Chirac

the carrier was designed before
the French navy decided to add
the AWACS plane to the fleet of
combat aircraft it should carry.

They said safety measures
against radioactivity from the
nuclear power plant would also
have to be reinforced because
atomic security norms had been
tightened since the ship was de-
signed.

Chirac - who was accompanied
by de Gaulle’s son, retired Admi-
ral Philippe de Gaulle, and De-
fence Minister Alain Richard -
hailed the carrier as a centrepiece
of France's fleet.

It would help to prevent crises
and defend French interests “'in
an international environment that
is more open but also, perhaps
more than ever, heavy with dan-
ger and uncertainty”, he said.

Sailing on a fine sea abou: 30
miles off Brest, Chirac watched
as several Rafale and Super-
Etendard jets took off and landed.

AHawkeye AWACSplanealso
landed, although officials said it
could not manoeuvre easily with-
outanextension to the flightdeck.

: Mommy & Glen

to Iraqi

BERLIN, (Reuters) — U.S.
planes bombed two missile sites
in northern Iraq on Saturday after
coming under anti-aircraft fire
while patrolling a Western-en-
forced no-fly zone, the U.S. Eu-
ropean Command (Eucom) said
on Sunday.-

A spokesman for Eucom, based
in Stuttgart, Germany, said Iraqi
forces had fired anti-aircraft artil-
lery at the Western aircraft from
two sites. He said that coalition
forces had also received indica-
tions of surface-to-air (SAM)
guidance that had also been fired
at.

The aircraft fired at anti-air-
craftartillery sites north and north-
eastof Mosul, the spokesman said.

“The attacks took place during
routine flights, the purpose of
which are to enforce the no-fly
zone,” the spokesman said. “The
coalition aircraft responded in

re

self-defence.”

U.S. Air Force aircraft also
dropped precision-guided muni-
tions on a military radar site south
of the city of Mosul.

A high-speed anti-radiation
missile was fired in response to
the SAM guidance signal. The
strikes took place earlier on Sat-
urday.

All coalition aircraft returned
tobase safely and damage toIraqi
ground installations was being
assessed, Eucom said.

It was the latest of a series of
clashes involving American and
British jets and Iraqi air defences
after Baghdad said in December
it would not recognise the no-fly
zones set up after Iraq’s defeat in
the 1991 Gulf War. The monitor-
ing of the no-fly zone, codenamed
Operation Northern Watch, is a
joint U.S., British and Turkish
operation.

Hagai Amir (left) speaks with his lawyer as he arrives at the Israeli

Supreme Court in Jerusalem Sunday to hear the ruling on an appeal to
overturn his conspiracy conviction of plotting attacks against Arabs.
Amiris the brother of Yigal Amirwho is serving alife sentence for former
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 1995 assassination. AP

An earthquake survivor walks through a group of U.S. Marine.

E A

s as they

build a t

s

ent on the outskirts of Golcuk

Saturday. U.S. Marines set up the first of 2,300 family-size tents to help house some of the victims left

homeless by Turkey's killer quake.

AP

US House staffers in Jordan

AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — Five
U.S. congressional staff members
stopped off in Jordan on Saturday
en route to Baghdad, while orga-
nizers insisted their trip was legal
despite State Department objec-
tions and a U.S. ban on travel to
Iraq.

The group arrived at Amman’s
Queen Alia International Airport
and was planning to beginon Sun-
day the drive to the Iraqi capital.
U.N. sanctions imposed after the
August 19901raqiinvasion of Ku-
wait ban international flights into
Iraq.

Embassy officials in Amman
said they had nothing to do with
the group and refused to com-
ment on its mission. Staff mem-
bers were planning to meet with
relief agency and U.N. officials
during a five-day stay in Iraq.

The delegation had canceled the
trip after the State Department
said Iraq was not safe, and that it
would not validate their passports.
U.S. citizens are barred from vis-
iting Iraq.

But the five decided to go any-
way when told they could enter
Iraq so long as they didn’t use
their American passports.

The Clinton administration has
the “right to prohibit the use of
passports, not to prohibit travel,”
said Phyllis Bennis of the Wash-
ington-based Institute for Policy
Studies, who organized the trip
and was accompanying the staff
members.

When asked whether it would
dangerous, Bennis said: “The U.S.
policy of bombing in Iraq has
madeitdangeroustobein Iraqfor
the Iraqis. There are 22 million

Iragis. It’s very dangerous for
them all the time. We assume it’l
be no different for us.”

The Iraqi government has as-
sured the group will be safe. Sev-
eral religious, Arab-American and
peace organizations also have
backed the visit.

While in Iraq, Bennis said the
group will “examine the impact
of sanctions on the humanitarian
situation in Iraq.”

They also will look into the
impact of the U.S.-Iraq policy
on the region, the possibility of
U.S. grain exports to Iraq and
other issues, she said.

The staff members work for
Reps.Sam Gejdenson, D-Conn.;
Cynthia McKinney, D-Ga.; Earl
Hilliard, D-Ala.; Danny K.
Davis, D-I1l.; and Bernard Sand-
ers, I-Vt.

FARIDABAD, India,
(Reuters) - Sonia Gandhi, the
Congress party leader making
her first bid to enter the Indian
parliament, told anelectionrally
on Saturday her party was the
only one which could restore
stability to Indian politics.

The Italian-born widow of as-
sassinated prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi said India badly needed
stable rule after two fragmented
parliaments since 1996 pro-
duced shaky coalitions and gov-
ernments which failed to sur-
vive their five-year terms.

“The Congress has always
completed its full term in gov-
ernment. Unstable governments
cannot deliver the goods for the
country and people,” Gandhi
told an election rally at
Faridabad in the northern state
of Haryana.

“The country needs achange;
a stable and responsible
government,”she said.

Gandhi, 52, is running for
election from Bellary, in the
south Indian state of Karnataka,

Sonia Gandhi says Congress
offers India stable government

Sonia Gandhi

and from Amethiinnorthern Uttar
Pradesh where her late husband
held his parliamentary seat.

She is seeking to revive the
political fortunes of the Nehru-
Gandhi family, three generations
of whichhave headed the govern-
ment of India since independence
from Britain in 1947.

Nehrus and Gandhis held the
office of prime minister for 38 of
the 45 years during which Con-
gress has ruled the country.

However, the once-dominant
party appears to be trailing badly

under Sonia’s leadership in the
run-up to the elections to be
held in September and Octo-
ber.

According to an opinion poll
in Outlook magazine Congress
is facing its worst-everelectoral
showing. The results of the poll
faxed to Reuters predicted that
the outgoing coalition led by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
would sweep back to power.

Gandhi attacked the govern-
ment, saying it had not taken
the necessary steps to prevent
armed infiltrators crossing from
Pakistan into India’s northern
state of Kashmir, creating a two-
month conflict that threatened
war with Pakistan.

India ended a two-month of-
fensive in July in the Kargil re-
gion of Kashmir to drive back
hundreds of guerrillas which it
said were primarily Pakistani
army regulars.

“When our forces drove them
out, the BIP is celebrating vie-
tory. Are they not betraying the
country?” Gandhi asked.
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CNMI.

Continued from page 5

Having the Manila office do
the checking for Filipino guest
workers, they said, will save time.

House Speakgr Diego T.

Benavente said there may alsobe
problems in having the screening
process patterned under the INS
system as there is only one US-
approved hospital in the Philip-
pines — the St. Luke’s Medical
Center in Quezon City, north of
Manila.

Another .

Continued from page 5

on or between April to mid-May
1999, one or more of four defen-
dants met with other co-conspira-
tors in China and made arrange-
ments to sail a vessel from Fujian
Province to Guam with Chinese
nationals on board.

One or more defendants assisted
and aided by steering the boat in
the operation and the sailing of a
fishing vessel which was carry-
ing 151 undocumented Chinese.

The four crew members were
being paid by adiscounted or free
smuggling fee. The smuggled
aliens claimed to be paying
amounts in excess of 15,000 Chi-
nese money to be smuggled to
Guam, courtdocuments indicated.

DPH...

Continued from page 4

addiction.
~But substance abuse and alco-
hol prevention programs are high-
lighted right now and the main
focus of the division of mental
health,” explained Villagomez.
A prevention task force is said

to be in place within DMHSS
already, according to Villagomez.

Aside from this, DPH is also set
to distribute several informational
reading materials on marijuanaand
other substances, similar to what
the department did years ago.

These pamphlets are available in
various languages: Tagalog, Chi-
nese, Japanese, Korean, and in
Micronesian.

One Stop .

Continued from page 4

It has been suggested that we
submit a plan instead. essentially
addressing this referral system.
From there, we look at its viabil-
ity.” explained Nogis.

The *“One-Stop” approach is
knowntohave decreased the num-
ber of welfare recipients in the
U.S., according to Nogis.

“It's a very effective system
there,” Nogis stated.

The “*One-Stop” approach pro-
vides many opportunities for cli-

ents.

Customers will be able to eas-
ily receive a preliminary assess-
ment of their skill levels, apti-
tudes, abilities, and support ser-
vice needs.

Job seekers will be able to ob-
tain information on a full array of
employment-related services, in-
cluding information about local
education and training service
providers.

Furthermore, the system also
allows clients to receive help fil-
ing claims for unemployment in-
surance and evaluating eligibility
for job training and education pro-
grams or student financial aid.

Aside from this, they will be
able to obtain jobsearch and place-
ment assistance, and receive ca-
reer counseling.

In addition, clients will alsohave
access to up-to-date labor market
information which identifies job
vacancies, skills necessary for in-
demand jobs, and provides infor-
mation about local, regional, and
national employment trends.

Vote to .

Continued from page 2

their own way, the United Nations
will set up a transitional authority
embracing both sides and effec-
tively run the country for at least
three years.

What is unclear is whether the
militias will continue theirviolence
or will lay down their arms or
whether civil war could erupt in
this deeply divided territory as it
did in 1975.

Many of the thousands of militia
members have been forced to join
by threats or have been lured by
bribes. They are expected toquickly
quit if their compatriots opt for
independence.

But a hard core remains led by
people such as militia chief Eurico
Guterres. It is well-armed and will
have nothing to lose.

“These guys could do anything.
They might go out with abig bang,
or they might not do anything,”
said the diplomat.

Pro-Jakarta and pro-indepen-
dence groups on Sunday declared
they would order their men to dis-
arm. Butitis at least the third major
peace agreement. All others have
been ignored.

“They (the militias) say one thing
in front of the United Nations,”
said Filomena, a 19-year-oid un-
employed woman, “but they do
something else outside.”

The military says it cannot guar-
antee security, despite the presence
of more than 15,000 heavily armed
soldiers and police.

“The military and police cannot
give a 100 percent guarantee if
chaos occurs with a large number
of people, because there will al-
ways be unhealthy rivalries and
provocations by the warring
groups,” the military said inastate-
ment on Sunday.

U.S. President Bill Clinton has
sent a letter to Indonesian Presi-
dent B.J. Habibie waming of the
consequences of the failure tomain-
tain law and order, a spokesman in
Washington said.

The New York Times quoted
U.S. officials as saying the letter
carried the implicit threat that in-
temnational aid could be cut off if
things go wrong. Donors have
pledged more than $45 billion to
help Indonesiarecover fromacrip-
pling economic crisis.

Maintaining peace after achiev-
ing independence will be vital to
building an economy in this aid-
dependent society.

Villagomez...

Continued from page 3

ness sector, especially the small
businesses, have concerns on the
added financial burden that will
be places on them when this SB
11-134 becomes a law,” said
Villagomez.

In this regard, the secretary be-
lieves that the concerns of these
businesses should also be taken
into consideration.

Though Public Health has taken
to the gradual shift from curative
to preventive focus (an initiative

‘which is said to be cheaper than

the former), added measures still
have to be made, in order to im-
prove a better quality of life for
the CNMI people, according to
Villagomez.

“An employer has to realize
that having a health insurance pro-
gram for his/her employee is also
cheaper than not having an insur-.
ance and a misadventure occurs
to that employee.”

“We see this countless of times
at the hospital. An employer does
not get an insurance for his worker
and the worker gets in a serious
accident.”

“The bill for some of these

" employees can go as high as

$500,000. Because of the non-
resident worker act, if the em-
ployee is a non-resident, the em-
ployeris responsxble forthis cost,”
Villagomez cited.

Meanwhile, Villagomez also
believes thatthe legal concerns and
the concems of small businesses
should be taken into account.

“We should all work towards
some health insurance system in
which the individual becomes
partly, if not wholly, responsible
for their health care,” Villagomez
said in closing.

Guerrero . ..

Continued from page 3

environment, we should not wel-
come any more burdens. We must
look for workable and sustainable
solutions, We mustalso be mindful
that there is no such thing as free
lunch anymore,” said Guerrero.

He proposed that Tenorio “pull
out this bill and study it very care-
fully and seriously.”

He also recommended that a
multi-sectoral special body be
formed to look into providing
health care plans for both resident

and nonresident workers.
Interviewed after the hearing,
Tenorio insisted he does not find
his bill anti-business.
He stressed it was meant to en-

‘sure that resident workers enjoy

the same heaith benefits that guest
workers do.

“I don’t see how it can be anti-
business. Most businesses today
employ nonresident workers and
they (workers) get 100-percent
health benefits. Now, where is the
benefit for Mr. Morgen (Tenorio)
and his fellow citizens?

“He (Guerrero) said there is no

free lunch. That is exactly the
point. My bill is not anti-busi-
ness. On the other hand, I think it
is pro-business. If you ensure
healthy employees, you should
expecta healthy business,” coun-
tered Tenorio. .

Guerrero is runmng under the
party formed by former Gov.
Froilan C. Tenorio. He has re-
peatedly announced that he is
“pro-business.”

Tenorio, seeking a second four-
year term as Saipan senator, is
pitted against Guerreroin the Nov.
6 elections. -

Education ...

Continued from page 3

The proposal is still sitting at
the House’s Health, Education and
Welfare committee chaired by
Hofschneider.

The legislator said Attao’s pro-
posal needs to be studied thor-
oughly because 25 percentisabig
amount of money.

Once it becomes a law,
Hofschneider said, the govem-
ment will need to eliminate many
essential programs and it will
surely affect the services of other
agencies primarily the Depart-
ment of Public Health.

Hofschneider said the Legisla-
ture needs to carefully examine
the proposal and it is not feasible
to be included in the November
poll due to time constraints.

Board of Education member
Thomas Pangelinan earlier said
the proposed amendment is a turn-
ing point in the quest to improve
the quality of public education in
the Commonwealth.

The House Ways and Means
Committee Chairman Karl Reves
(R-Saipan) previously said that the
governmentdoes notneedtorevert
tothe Constitution all the time when
it sees the need for funding.

PSS. ..
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cannot walk nor speak, but is nev-
ertheless intelligent because he
understands what people say to
him.

Documents showed that the
need for a new wheelchair was

confirmed at the May 1997 IEP

meeting where it has noted that
J.A’s wheelchair was too small
and it needed a foot and head rest.

PSS purchased a manual
“Mulholland Sprite” wheelchair
for J.A.. in July 1997.

Dr. Cecilia B. Lamkin, the
assistive technology (AT) project
coordinator for the CNMI, as-
sessed that the boy has a past
history of “‘seizures everyday.”

Lamkin, however, said PSS
should consider *“‘dssistive tech-
nology that replaces mobility, or
ambulation function...a powered
wheelchair with joystick...”

Jim Rayphand, an advocate for
the Northern Marianas Protection
and Advocacy Systems, Inc.
(NMPASI), learned about the
boy'sinadequate strengthto wheel
himself in his wheelchair to the
school bus stop and being barely
able to do so at home.

However, Rayphand also hap-

" pened to observe J.A. playing the

Nintendo game which made him
to conclude the similarities of the
technology for controlling a pow-

ered wheelchair and the hand con-
trols of such game device.

Rayphand wrote aletterin Sept.
1998 to the then acting Special
Education Program (SEP) coor-
dinator to inquire about obtaining
a powered wheelchair for J.A.

The coordinator indicated that
as soon as an AT assessment was
conducted, PSS Special Educa-
tion Program would look into the
appropriateness of it.

After. the next few days,
Rayphand, however, discovered
Dr. Lamkin’s AT assessment of
J.A. in an NMPASI file.

Rayphand wrote again another
letter to the SEP coordinator for
request for an IEP meeting.

At the meeting, Rayphand at-
tempted to discuss, among other
things, Lamkin’s AT assessment
report, buttonoavailsince noone
paid any attention to it nor ask to
review the document which led
him to believe that the PSS per-
sonnel “were set in their own pro-
fessional” opinion.

Rayphand said that the IEP
team’s objections were that the
powered wheelchair would
present a danger to J.A.

SEP decided instead they would
re-consider the use and training
of a powered wheelchair for J.A.
in the next academic school year.

NMPASI then filed last Febru-
ary a complaint or request for a
due process hearing under the
IDEA against SEP,

Dr. Lamkin helped clarify at

the due process hearing that the’

type of seizures about J.A. are not
the same order or level of danger-
ous health and safety concerns.

Tydingco ruled that SEP’s de-
termination that providing J.A.
the use of and training of a pow-
ered wheeichairare not the neces-
sary assistive technology device
and service to ensure that the boy
receive a free appropriate public
education failed to meet the pro-
cedural IDEA requirements.

Tydingco required PSS to pro-
vide for the necessary. assistive
technology services for JA's
training program in the use of a
powered wheelchair which may
include necessary one-to-one
atdes.

The hearing officer asked PSS
to provide, among other things, a
physical therapist who will pro-
vide the necessary professional
PTgoals,objectives, interventions
and services consistent with pre-
paring and training J.A.

Tydingcorequired PSS to pro-
vide J.A. compensatory educa-
tion of an additional one year
special education, transition/in-
dependent living services be-
yond the age of 21 years that
includes the use of a powered or
motorized wheelchair due to the
lack of attention by respondent
since being placed on notice of
JA’sindependent mobility need
at least since June of 1998,

Literacy is lfe learning and connection to the future
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- Godzilla returns to Japan

TOKYO (AP) — Godzilla has
returned — and it’s not the slick,
computer-enhanced creation of
Hollywood, but the honest-to-
goodness original in all its sky-
scraper stomping glory.

Many fans of the legendary liz-
ard felt the U.S. film last year
strayed too far from the spirit of
the original. The Hollywood crea-
ture, forexample, looked nothing
like the original and slithered
around Manhattan skyscrapers
rather than flattening everything
in'its path.

ButJapan’s qumtessennal mon- -

ster is rediscovering its roots in
“Godzilla Millennium,” now be-
ing filmed by Toho Co., the stu-
dio that gave birth to the world’s
favorite mutantdinosaurina 1954
classic.

The new episode inthe Godzilla
saga — Toho’s 23rd Godzilla
movie — is due out in December,
and is aimed at saving the raging
reptile’sreputation after the wide-

.spread panning of the big-budget
Hollywood release.

“You can’t feel love for

Godzillainthe U.S. version,” said
Tsutomu Kitagawa, a41-year-old

actor who wore the 80-kilogram

(180-pound), sweltering rubber

Godzilla suit during a recent To-
kyo shool.
“InJapan, people treat Godzilla
with respect.”
To prepare forthe Godzillarole,
Kitagawa made a point of study-

ing the old Toho movies in search

of the monster’s unique charm
and to do justice to its grandeur.
Part of the secret, he found, was

the Godzillastrut.“Godzillaheads

straight to his goal, no matter what
stands in his way. In that sense,
he’s alotlike me,” said Kitagawa,

whostands 161 centimeters (five-

foot-three) but plays the 55-meter

(180-foot) giant reptile.

Reflecting a common opinion
here, director Kenji Suzuki said
the American rendition looked
more like a sequel to “Jurassic
Park” than a true Godzilla film.

“If they were going to call it

- Godzilla, they should have come

up with a more Godzilla-like
Godzilla,” Suzuki commented
during an interview at the Toho
set. .
Sony’s Columbia-TriStar,
which made the 1998 “Godzilla,”

has distribution rights in the
United States, so the new film
will only be shown in Japan. But
it will eventually be available on
video in the United States.

With abudgetof 1.2 billion yen
($ 10 million), a fraction of the $
100 million Hollywood
“Godzilla,” Toho’s version

- doesn’t try to get fancy.

Dozens of miniature models of
buildings and telephone poles —
Godzilla’s beloved stomping
grounds and the film’s main set-
tings — have been carefully
crafted with glue and spray paint.

‘Gutierrez.
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down as the ripple effect on
everyone’s lives will be unthink-
able,” Gutierrez said.

“We stand at a point when pai-
tisan politics cannot stand in the
way of new prosperity.”

Gutierrez pleaded with lawmak-
ers to let him in on any ideas or
‘proposals they may have, but as

-of Saturday afternoon none had

been presented, although sena-
tors hinted that they had been
working on a proposal of their
own.

Sen. Simon Sanchez (R-
Tamuning)said the governor only
needs $17 million to cover pay-
roll for the month.

The administration said itneeds
$40 million.

Sanchezturned to the dozens of
people crammed into the public
hearing room and said, “we will
keep the executive branch open
by covering payroll.”

But as far as the rest of the
governor’srequest, he saidhe and

his colleagues were not prepared

1o go the distance.”

Sanchez said what the gover-
noristrying todois totake money
from the poor in the form of
Earned Income Tax Credits
(EICs) and raiding the Retirement
Fund of the elderly.

Not tue, Gutierrez told the
Variety.

He said that money for the 1998
EICs hasnoteven been appropriated
yet (approximately $18 million).

Moreover, Gutierrez said, he is
merely proposing to relieve the
general fund of annual supple-
mental payments of nearly $28
mitlion a year and shift it directly
to the Retirement Fund itself.

He said the Retirement Fund,
through wise investments and pru-
dent management, has been able
to reduce its liability in half from
well over $800 million to slightly
over $400 million mJustacouple
of years.

The governor believes that
within two years that liability will
be zero.

“Instead of the $28 million spent
each year, it’s time to decrease
the general fund liability down to
$12 millionor$14 million thereby
saving millions that could be used
more wisely during this period of

.cash shortfalls,” Gutierrez said.

This would ensure that retirees
would still receive their full ben-
efits but put less of a burden on
taxpayers and on the general fund,
Gutierrez added.

In addition, payments that must
be made in 15 years could be
stretched to 30 years, he said.

“This would save GovGuam
and ultimately the tax-payers mil-
lions every year,” Gutierrez said.

At last report, the Retirement
Fund has over $1.6 billion in as-
sets and investments.

Guam, the governor said, should
also benefit from “the prosperity
that those on the U.S. mainland
are enjoying in terms of invest-
ment plans that are working.”

He added, “Just look at the un-
precedented rise inthe Dow Jones,
the popularity of Mutual Funds
and the NASDAQ which is mak-
ing the U.S. economy the stron-
gest it’s ever been.”

The governor reminded law-
makers that the fiscal year 1999
budget, whenit was finally passed.
covered only 11 months.

“Yes, you gave me additional
spending authority if money’s
increased but we won't sce that
until Octoberand that's too late to

avoid this crisis,” Gutierrez said. .

He told senators that current
payroll for the pay period that just
ended is $5.6 million and an addi-
tional $1.1 million will have to be
paid if there is a shut down tomor-
ToW.

The Department of Adminis-
tration is already beginning the
process of having those checks
prepared.

In response to senators askmg
how he will spend the money, the
governor said debt service and
generalobligation bond payments
in September amount to $2.5 mil-
lion, while another $2.9 million s
needed for medical aid payments.

GovGuam vendors have to be
paid $3.5 million.

Utility payment amount to
$200,000 while the Department
of Education needs $4 million to
continue operations.

For those waiting for their 1998
tax refunds, which amount to $3
million, the governor said with-
out authority to spend “it simply
will not happen.”

Another $2 million is needed
for the 14,000 people waiting for
their welfare checks.

Gutierrez reiterated that the
GovGuam shutdown “is not a
threat—this is reality.

Again,he reminded lawmakers
that the FY 1999 budget process
was “plagued from the start.”

First, he said, it was passed six
months after FY 1999 started.

“Then you gave me a lump sum
budget because [you] could not
come up with a line-item bud-
get,” the governor said.

Moreover, millions had to be
paid out of the $452 miliion for
the detention of the illegal aliens,
the reimbursement for which
Guam is still asking the federal
government.

Police.

Continued from page 1

police. A responding police ve-
hicle then followed Ingram’s car.

The commissioner’s car,
meanwhile allegedly ran over
the aisle, swerved and almost
struck a bus in Susupe. He
continued driving and only
stopped on the side of the road
in San Antonio.

When the pursuing police of-
ficer approached the car, he was
surprised upon learning that it was
Ingram who was the driver,
sources said.

The commissioner allegedly
told the officer that “it’s me!™

Tinian.

Qytihued from page 1

seize the vessels while payments
are no longer outstanding. They
are acting irresponsibly and in-
considerately toward TSTI and
the people of Tinian,” Ha said.
Having been in operation over
the past two yeurs, the vessels,

which ferries people from Saipan
and Tinian and vice-versa, have
become a primary mode of trans-
port for the islands.

Ha lamented that the seizure
“will definitety impede the growth
of the local economy and all of
the businesses™ on Tinjan.

“(The TSTI) has managed to
continue operations for the past
two and a half years even with

huge deficit because we realize
how important the ferry services
are to the economy and people of
Tinian.

“Itis very unfortunate that while
weadre using every possible means
to save the company, Debis and
the court of law did not see it our
way,” Ha said.

Variety tried to reach Debis for
comment but failed.
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Hillblom.

Continued from page 1 -

ceeds the reserves, the executor
shall recommend to the court that
the excess cash be distributed 70%
to the Trust and 30% to the QHC
(qualified heir claimants) until the
total estate distribution to the Trust
equal 40%-of the total estate dis-
tributions to all distributees (Trust
and four kids).” -

Snow said more millions could
have been proposed to be distributed
had not businessman PeterJ. Donnici
filed a lawsuit in Califomia.

“The Donnici complaint, in-
jected an unknown into the re-
serve analysis. The amount of
damages sought is not specified
in any way, and the complaint
seeks punitive as well as compen-
satory damages.

There is presently no cap on the
possible amount of the recovery
sought,” said Snow.

Donnici, who is chairman of
the Trust, filed the lawsuit de-
manding damages against BOS,
and its counsels for allegedly
maligning him in an attempt to
control the Trust and remove him
as Trustee.

Snow said if Donnici succeeds

LOST PASSPORT

Name: HUR JIN
Passport No.: $€0586599
Birthdate: July 29, 1968

If found, please call at 235-3113

.in recovering damages from the
BOS or its counsels for actions,
they will have the right to be in-
demnified for those damages by
the estate.

Therefore, Snow said, the ‘ex-
.ecutor and its counsels have the
right toestablishmentof areserve
of estate assets to protect against
that possibility.

However, the BOS trust officer
said, the executor has also con-.
cluded that its current estimates
of cash on hand and reasonably
ascertainable necessary reserves
of the estate indicate that cash in
excess of such reserves is suffi-
cient to fund the second prelimi-.
nary distribution of $93 million
and reserve against possible
Donnici complaint indemnities.

The proposed allocation was
set for hearing on Sept. 16.

Last April, Superior Court
Judge Pro Tem Alexandro C.
Castro approved the first distri-
bution of $50 million to the Trust
and four kids.

Futon Bed & Sofa-$125
Washing Machine--$450

Excellent Condition with No Rust

234-3345 (Evenings)

+ Commercial Spm Wil bedroom Ist Floor
& 3 rooms 2nd floor next to Sister Remedios
School

+ 2-Units Apartment (Furnished) North of PIC

Contact: SALLY AT 234-3694

APARTMENT FOR RENT
(MILLER ESTATE)

2 Bedroom, Fully Furnished,
One Bathroom, 18,000 BTU Aircon,
and Back Generator, 24 Hrs. Water,

For more information:

Contact Number: 322-3793 /94

OVERWEIGHT

GIVING UP Again? You're always on a
diet but just getting fatter? Your friends
don't believe you anymore when you
tell them you're dieting? WE know what
you're up against. WE can help.
Just call: 670-235-6420

FOR RENT

Ocean View, 2 Bdrm, Fully Furnished, Carpeted,
Typhoon Shutters, Trash Service, Security Lighling,
24 hrs, water, Gas Stove & Waler Heater, Quiet, East
Capital Hill Location, Call: 234-7193 or 235-7151

now only $700.00 per month!

Apartment for Rent
©'$350.00 -1BEDROOM -

$300.00 - STUDIO TYPE
el. 234-1233 or 288-2222

FOR SALE

1990 Chevy CGargo Van
$2,995 e 8 Cylinder, 620, Two Ton

81,000 miles, Reconditioned Body |
Call: Don at 234-7368




24.MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-MONDAY- AUGUST 30, 1999 o

—_

@W&rxamas %rctrgi‘lﬂ%s

DEADLINE 12: 00 noon ihe day pnor to publlcchon .

|NOTE! lf some reoson your odverhsemenl is Incorrecl coll us
immediately to make the necessary cormections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incorect inserfion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any fime.

Mﬂll

‘Job Vacancy .
r ouncement

PUBLIC NOTIGE

All interested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.
For further assistance,
please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at
Tel. 664-2078.

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC-
Salary:54.50-5.75 per hour

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:54.50-5.75 per hour

Contact: HAWAHAN ROCK PROD-
UCTS CORPORATION Tel. 322-
0407(8/30)M32291
01 HEAVY EOUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:54.00 per hour

Contact: K.P.S. CORP. Tel. 234-9018(8/
30)M32287

01 MASON- Salary 83 05 per hour
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENTER-
PRISES. INC. Tel. 233-3990(8/
30)M32286

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Sal-
ary:54.69 per hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:S4.50 per hour

Contact: ANTONIO S. CAMACHO dba
Westpac Freight Tel. 322-5537(8/
30)M32285

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: RANNI'S CORP. dba Hong
Wan Rest. Tel. 233- 7259(8/30)M32283

05 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER- Sal-
ary:S3.15 per hour
Contact: LISA P. SABLAN dba Sablan's
Top Line Cleaning Ag. Tel. 234-7000(8/
30)M32282

0t CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:53.05-5.20
per hour

Contact: PACIFIC CONSTRUCTION,
INC. Tel. 322-9228(8/30)M80140

01 PRODUCTION MANAGER (PRINT-
ING & PUBLICATION)-Salary:54.00 per
hour

01 PRESS OPERATOR (PRINTING)-
Salary:$3.25 per hour

Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC.
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel.
234-6341 (9/6)M80258

01 (SOILAND) MATERIAL ENGINEER-
Salary:$1,000.00 per month

Contact: GEOTESTING, INC. Tel. 235-
6000(8/6)M80257

01 SEWING SUPERVISOR (DEPT.)-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(9/6)M32401

01 (ASST.) OPERATIONS MANAGER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SAPPHIRE ENTERRISES,
INC. dba Salyn’s Beauty Shop Tel. 235-
4603(9/6)M32378

03 PARTS SALESPERSON-Sal-
ary:53.05-6.00 per hour

Contact: MALAGO CORPORATION
dha Diamond Auto Parts Tel. 235-
8203(9/13)M32481

01 CHIEF OF PARTY-Salary:$1,700.00
per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:5800.00 per
month

Contact: JESUS LG. TAKAI dba Takai
& Associates Tel. 234-7180(9/
13)M32483

01 MASSEUSE- Salary S3. 05 per hour
Contact: I-DEV-INVEST INT'L. INC. dba
Caesar Sauna Tel. 233-8882(9/
13)M32485

01 MANAGER-Salary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: AMERICAN FEDERAL “ZJC"
GROUP LTD., CO. dba Golden Crown
Store Tel 233 8899(9/6)M32392

04 TFIIMMER -Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MAN ON ENT., INC. Tel. 235-
9107(9/6)M32193

01 SECURITY GUARD Salary $3.05

per hour

Contact: JOSEPH T. TORRES dba

Courtney’s Plaza Tel. 235-1662(9/
)M32385

01 (ASSISTANT) GENERAL MAN-
AGER-Salary:$1,675.00 per month
Contact: S. P. E. (SAIPAN) INC. Tel.
234-9239(9/6)M32387

01 ACCOUNTING MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$7.00-16.00 per nour

01 OPERATIONS MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$7.00-16.00 per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.00 per
hour

01 SUPERVISOR, MAINTENANCE-
Salary:$4.25 per hour

Contact: EIGHT CORPORATION Tel.
235-8267(9/6)M32386

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 SALESPERSON-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: LMS CORPORATION dba
LMS Restaurant Tel. 235-8818(9/
6)M32394

01 YARD WORKER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: TERRY R. CRUZ Tel. 234-
7984(9/6)M32377

01 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 AUTO PAINTER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 AUTOBODY REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MEI ART, INC. Tel. 288-2158(9/

)M32388

01 AUTO MECHANIC Salary 83 05 per

Contact VICTOR LlFOlFOl Tel. 235-
0834 9/6)M32403

01 AUTO MECHANIC- Salary 83 05-
4.00 per hour

01 AUTOBODY REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.50-4.00 per hour

Contact: WON'S CORPORATION Tel.
234-3429(9/6)M32384

01 MANAGER, NIGHT CLUB-Sal-
ary:51,700.00 per month

Contact: A.S.C., INC. doa Nagoya Star
Night Club & Karaoke Lounge Tel. 235-
7648(9/6)M32383

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: B & R CORPORATION dba
Beach Road Auto Repair Tel. 234-
7184(9/6)M32380

01 SUPERVISOR, JANITORIAL SER-
VICES-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MIDWEST TRADING CORPO-
RATION dba Kareena’s Retail Tel. 235-
8752(9/6)M32379

02 WAITRESS- Salary $528.67 per
month

Contact: MING DYNASTY INVEST-
MENT CORP. dba Ming Palace Chinese
Restaurant Tel. 234-1005(9/13)M32486

02 PACKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(8/13)M32488

01 UPHOLSTERER/SEWER-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: JESSE STOLE & VIRGINIA
GLASER dba 3A’'s Polyshine Tel. 235-
8938(9/13)M32487

01 (SUPERVISOR) MANAGER NlGHT
CLUB-Salary:$1,200.00 per month
Contact: A.S.C., INC. dba Nagoya Star
Night Club & Karaoke Lounge Tel. 235-
7648( 9/13)M32489

01 AIRCON TECHNICIAN Sal-
ary:54.00-7.44 per hour

Contact: CARRIER GUAM, INC. Tel.
234-8330(9/13)M80372

01 PEST CONTROL WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.10 per hour

Contact: NO KA Ol TERMITE & PEST
CONTROL (SAIPAN), INC. Tel. 322-
2847(9/13)M32490

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:54.00 per
hour

Contact: CANDIDO MARTIN dba
Topnots Audio Video Shop Tel. 235-
9490(9/13)M32491

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: FAR EASTERN GENERAL
MERCHANDISE INC. dba Diamond
Chinese Restaurant Tel. 234-8188(9/
13)M32492

07 SCREEN PRINTER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

01 MANAGER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SUN MEI CORPORATION Tel.
234-8058(9/13)M32495

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$650.00 per month
Contact: JIREH INTERNATIONALLTD.
dba Vangie's Mart Tel. 235-2879(%/
13)M80367

01 RESTAURANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$2,350.00 per month

Contact: PACIFIC MANAGEMENT, INC.
dba Mariana Restaurant Tel. 322-
3324(9/13)M80368

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE to CHEN YONG BI. Your one month
application for leave, from July 17 - August
17, 1999 has already expired. if you do not
report to work within seven days after this
notice, your contract will be terminated, and
the company, Yang Hong Development Co.,
Ltd. will no longer be responsible if something
happen to you.

Micronesia), Inc.

INEDAE 0 NG
(1) Shipping Goordinator
Preferably with 2 years experience.

Please call; Tel 235-7000/01
Ask for: Yootz S. Salvani/Von B. Sia Eﬂ:‘ﬁﬂﬂ{“‘
or Fax your resume at 234-7002 Yang Hong Dev, Co., Ltd.

" Expeditors International

Procurement and Supply CNMI Government

INVITATION TO BID

{TB NO, [TB39-0067
FOR: PORTABLE SCRAP TIRE BALER AND A GLASS CONTAINER RECYCLING SYSTEM

TIME: 10:30 A M.

OPENING DATE: SEPTEMBER 22, 1999

GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE
DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, ARE SOLICITING COMPETITIVE
SEALED BIDS TO QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS FOR A PORTABLE SCRAP T'RE
BALER AND A GLASS CONTAINER RECYCLING SYSTEM. INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS OR
FIRMS MAY PICK UP BID FORMS AT THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, PROCUREMENT
AND SUPPLY, LOWER BASE, SAIPAN, DURING WORKING HOURS (7:30 AM. TO 4:30 P.M.).

/sSIHERMAN S. SABLAN, DIRECTOR
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

In the matter of the Petition

For General Guardianship of
RAFAEL RICARDO CAPISTRANO,
A Minor Child,

By: VICENTE M. ROSARIO and
GEORGINA C.ROSARIO.
Petitioners.

GU FCD Case No. 99-0289

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a verified peti-
tion was filed in the above-entitled court for
the Petition For Appointment of General
Guardian of Rafael Ricardo Capistrano, a
minor child. by Vicente M. Rosario and
Georginu C. Rosario. Petitioner. The origi-
nal petition is available for review at the Of-
fice of the Clerk of Court at Susupe, Saipan.
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands. and The Law Office of Perry B. Inos,
Suite 2-C. Sablan Bldg.. Chalan Kanoa.
Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands.

A hearing on the ubove-entitled matter will
be held on the 17th day of September. 1999,
at 10:00a.m. in the Superior Court. Songsong
Village, Rota, Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana islands. AH interested parties
should appear at the hearing.

Dated this 6th day of August, 1999.

JOVITA C. FLORES
Clerk of Count

By:/s/Deputy Clerk

ll'll' ) | D]

R R
Restaurant,
Bar & Gameroom

at Garapan, next to Kimchi Cabana
INCLUDES: all equipment & furnishing

CALL: 234-6789/322-5004

Mitsubishi 95° Pick-up
Mighty Max Reg 4x2
Tinted 59,000 miles

A/C AM/FM Black color

$4,800. Contact: 288-8004

LEAVING ISI.AND SALE

$9,500.00 o.b.o.
Call: John 235-4487

Procurement and Supply CNMI Government

INVITATION TO BID

ITB NO. ITB99-0066
FOR: LEASE OF A VEHICLE

OPENING DATE: SEPTEMBER 24, 1999

TIME: 10:00 A.M.

GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE
DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, ARE SOLICITING COMPETITIVE
SEALED BIDS TO QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS FOR THE LEASE OF A VEHICLE.
INTERESTED INDIVIDUALS OR FIRMS MAY PICK UP BID FORMS AT THE OFFICE OF THE
DIRECTOR, PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY, LOWER BASE, SAIPAN, DURING WORKING
HOURS (7:30 A.M. TO 4:30 PM.).

/S'HERMAN S. SABLAN, DIRECTOR
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY

The Northern Marionas College is looking for qualified individuals to apply for the following position:

LIBRARIAN TECHNICAL SERVIGES

Closing Date: Until Filled
for more information please stop by and apply in person at the
Human Resources Office, Bidg. P at the Morthem Marianas College.
Mo phone calls, please.
Tre Norinern Marianas CoLEGE 15 AN Equat OpPoRTUNITY EMPLOYER

GROUND FLOOR
4 - UNIT COMMERCIAL SPACE
* FLOOR AREA: 1. 320 SF EACH UNIT
* SUITABLE FOR FACTORY OUTLET,
RETAIL STORE, RESTAURANT,
POKER HOUSE, ETC.

THE SITE SECOND FLOOR: -
l:l A | 2 BEDROOM FULLY FURNISHED
=] i 3
s
3 BANK .
DUSTHYOFRE[ HARD ROCK J 2 cl(!]f PhOlIe. 235'7171”272
PS CAfE AM
Fax: 235-1373
BEACH ROAD 0 SAN JOSE D>

NEW 2-STOREY COMHERCIAL/
APARTMENT BLDG. ,
NEAR DFS/HARD ROCK CAFE, GARAPAN

]
APARTMENT FOR RENT

RIGHT IN THE HEART OF GARAPAN
FULLY FURNISHED WITH CABLE TV ,AIRCON, TELEPHONE & SWIMMING POOL.
TWICE A WEEK LINENS AND ROOM CLEANING SERVICE
24 HRS. POWER & WATER WITH BACK-UP GENERATOR AND SECURITY GUARD

1BEDROOM, 1 BATHROOM & KITCHEN
$750 / mo., Utilities included
1BEDROOM, 1 LIVING ROOM, 1 BATHROOM & KITCHEN
$1,000 / mo., Utilities included
2 BEDROOM 1 LIVING FIOOM 2 BATHROOM & KITCHEN
$ 1300/mo., Utilities included

Please call Maan or Edgar at 234-6832 / 8585

LEE e L
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- EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
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MON., August 30, 1999 graph. Let your birthday starbe  personal and professional cir- 5 53 ‘éissﬁ,la"
Born today, you are an unpre-  your daily guide. cumstances. leag.
dictable individual with so many TUESDAY, AUGUST 31 PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) >

distinct facets to your personal-
ity that you are not one to be
fully understood by many, nor
are you likely to boast a large
circle of friends throughout your
lifetime. Rather, those closest
to you are sure to be members of
an intimate and elite circle, and
proud to be so! You command a
great deal of loyalty in others,
both from those who look upon
you with affection and with con-
tempt. Your survival is often
based on being at least one giant
step ahead of your competition.

Highly imaginative, you use
original, often unusual, always
unique methods to solve prob-
lems of any size, and once you
have put your mark on some-
thing, it is likely to be associ-
ated with you for some time to
come. You're not one to be
quickly forgotten by anyone
who knows you, directly or in-
directly.

Also born on this date are:
Peggy Lipton, actress; Ted Wil-
liams, vaudevillian; Jean-
Claude Killy, skier; Huey Long,
politician; Fred MacMurray,
actor.

Tosee what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday
and read the corresponding para-

YOU'D BETTER

LOOK IN THE PAPER a v IN
FOR A NEW JOB! WHY™ ou v?ﬁr HGY o\«b/(?RK HOME
G — '
Y 3
Q 0 0
2)
¢
N (X))
\Oh \k\o ~ | - \

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— Adopt a light, suggestive,
easy-going approach today, and
you may be surprised to dis-
cover that almost everyone is
willing to work with you.

LIBRA (Sept.23-Oct.22)—
Striving to accomplish some-
thing others have not done will
afford you a new focus, as well
as an increase in dedication and
enthusiasm today.

SCORPIO (Oct.23-Nov. 21)
— Taking risks that affect oth-
ers is not advised today. If
you're in the mood for living
dangerously, you must head off
on your own.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — The unplanned is
sure to be unprofitable today.
You must be willing to put in
effort in the first stages of all
endeavors.

CAPRICORN (Dec.22-Jan.
19) — Trust your impulses to-
day, and you’'re sure to uncover
unforeseen opportunities which
can increase both pleasure and
profit.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — You may be going
through an unanticipated tran-
sition today which requires you
to adapt your thinking to new

I HATE IT WHEN

— Yourday-to-day affairs have
been nothing to worry about
lately, but today things in the
personal arena are likely to heat
up unexpectedly.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— Anattraction to danger is the
keynote for the day. Take care
that you don’t require others to
assume the same risks you are
willing to take.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— Questions of financial and
emotional security are likely to
arise on more than one occasion
today. You must address these
issues honestly.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— Until you are most unsus-
pecting and a stranger pushes
the right buttons, th elove de-
partment may prove nearly im-
possible to figure out today.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— What suits your particular
mood or frame of mind today is
not likely to be widely popular.
Seek out those who want to
“share the experience.”

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
You may be reacting too
strongly to those things which,
inreality, provide only minimal
or moderate frustration. Keep
your cool today!

AIMING TO GET A NEW JOB? GIVE THE CLASSIFIED ADS A SHOT!

KidSpct.

SOLVE THE REBUS BY WRITING
IN THE NAMES OF THE PICTURE

CLUES AND ADDING OR SUBTRACTING THE LETTERS.

What could be
the definition

for megahertz?
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LAS VEGAS (AP) — David
Reid toyed with and taunted
Keith Mullings for 12 rounds
Saturday night. winning a lop-
sided decision toretainhis WBA
super welterweight title.

The 1996 Olympic gold med-
alist put on a display of boxing
skills, thoroughly outclassing
the game but ineffective
Mullings to defend his title for
the second time and remain un-
defeated in 14 pro fights.

Reid mugged at times and
talked to Mullings throughout
the fight, laughing at him in the
final round as the challenger
tried unsuccessfu]ly to turn the
fight into a brawl.

Tt was the second title defense
in six weeks for Reid, who hurt
Mullings with a few right hands
but never pressed his chance at
a knockout. Reid spent much of
his time backpedaling and
throwing jabs, much to the dis-
pleasure of the crowd that booed
the decision.

All three judges scored the
fight 117-111 in favor of Reid.
The Associated Press had Reid
winning 118-110

The tone of the fight was set
early, with Reid using a domi-
nating left jab that frustrated
Mullings as he tried to chase the
champion around the ring.

Reid rocked Mullings with a

TALLAHASSEE,Florida(AP)
— Peter Warrick’s slithering 20-
yard touchdown run late in the
firsthalfbroke atic and top-ranked
Florida State overcame a sluggish
start fora 41-7 victory over Loui-
siana Tech on Saturday.

Warrick’s run, on which he
reversed direction twice, gave the
Seminoles a 14-7 lead 39 sec-
onds before halftime.

Chris Weinke, making his first
appearance since a four-hour op-
eration on his spine last Novem-
ber, was 20-0f-32 for 242 vards
and threw touchdown passes 10
freshman Anquan Boldin on
plays covering 4 and 29 yards.

Louisiana Techtied the game
7-7 midway through the second
quarteron Tim Rattay’s 13-yard
scoring pass to John Simon.
Rattay, the nation’s leading
passer last scason, was 28-of-48
for 240 yards with two intercep-
tions.

No. 3 Penn St. 41, No. 4
Arizona 7

In State College, Pennsylva-
nia, Kevin Thompson threw for
two touchdowns, Chafie Fields
ran 70 yards for one TD and
caught a 37-yard pass for an-
other in the Nittany's Lions'
win in the Pigskin Classic.

Led by linebacker LaVar
Arrington, the Lions had five
sacks and held Trung Canidate,
the Pac-10"s leading rusher last
year, 1o 31 yards on 10 carries.

Arrington, who had seven
tackles, injured his left leg while
making a stop with 3:48 left in
the third period and was helped
off the field. Arrington had
cramps and dehydration and

Florida State defeats
Louisiana Tech 41-7

should be ready for Penn State’s
same next week.

The Wildcats averted a shut-
out with 47 seconds left on Leo
Mills™ 1-yard TD run.

NC State 23, No. 17 Texas 20

In Austin, texas, North Caro-
lina State used three blocked
punts and a stingy second-half
defense in the Black Coaches
Association Classic.

Tenence Holt, youngerbrother
of departed All-America wide
reeeiver Torry Holt, blocked two
punts, both of which were re-
turned for touchdowns.

With the Wolfpack trailing 20-
15 with 3:32 left in the game,
Holt sprinted in from the right
sidetogetapicceof RyanLong's
punt.

liric Leak, whoblocked a punt
in the first half that led to a
safeiy. picked up the loose ball
and ran 48 yards for the go-
ahead touchdown. Jamie
Barnctte found Chris Coleman
in the corner of the end zone for
the 2-point conversion.

Texas drove tomidfield look-
ing for a possible tying field
goal, but came up short when
quarterback Major Applewhite
was stuffed on fourth-and-
inches. Applewhite passed for
316 yards and one touchdown
and ran for one.

No. 18 Notre Dame 48,
Kansas 13

In South Bend, Indiana, the
Fighting frish had a dominating
second half after squandering a
20-0first-half lead and survived
three interceptions off Jarious
Jackson in the Eddie Robinson
Classic.

right hand midway through the
third round, but he was mostly
content to use his jab and occa-
sional quick combinations to
score points and build up a big
lead.

Mullings, who held a share of
the WBC junior middleweight
title before losing it to Fran-
cisco Castillejo of Spainon Jan.
29, never was able to land ef-
fectively against Reid and
seemed tight from the opening
bell. ;

Reid won the 154-pound (70-
kilo) title from Laurent
Boudouani on March 6. This
was the fourth straight fight that
Reid (14-0, 7 knockouts) went
the 12-round distance.

Though it went the distance,
this was a fight that Reid knew
he had won early.

By the fourth round, he was
making faces at Mullings and

mocking him, and both fighters
were talking to each other in the
ring.

By the time the fight had
reached its midway point,

Mullings was thoroughly frus-.

trated. When Reid was late com-
ing out for the sixth round be-
cause of loose tape on his gloves,
Mullings ran across the ring and
yelled at him before referee Jay
Nady pushed him back.

At the end of two different
rounds, Mullings tried to go af-
ter Reid as he went back to his
corner, and he also got warn-
ings from Nady for low blows
and for hitting with his elbow.

Reid’s droopy left eyelid was

.never a factor in the fight, al-

though his eye appeared half-
way closed even before the fight
began and closed even more as
it continued.

Reid, 154, of Philadelphia,

Reid retains WBA crown

earned $450,000 for the fight,
while Mullings, also 154, of
Brooklyn, New York, earned
$100,000.

In another fight, Lance

Whitaker bloodied Monte
Barrett’s nose in the final round
of their heavyweight fight and
pulled out a 12-round splitdeci-
sion win.
. It wasthe firstlossin 22 fights
for Barrett, who paid the price
for trying to work inside against
the 6-foot-8 Whitaker.

Whitaker (19-1) was the
harder puncher although Barrett
(21-1) appeared to land more of
his punches. Whitaker won by
six points on one scorecard and
four .on another. A third judge
favored Barrett by two points.

Whitaker, of Los Angeles,
weighed 249 pounds (113 ki-
los) to 218 (99 kilos) for Barrett,
of Queens, New York.

Corretja, Norman reach
finals of Hamlet Cup

COMMACK, New York (AP)
— Second-seeded Alex Corretja
rebounded from a slow start and
beat unseeded Daniel Vacek 6-4,
6-1 to advance to the final of the
Hamlet Cup.

Corretja, & wild-card entry into
the tournament, will face Magnus

:_.Phlllppouss1s
- 'withdraws

_ from Open

NEW YORK (Reuters) —
Australian Mark
Philippoussis. the | 1thseed,
withdrew from the U.S.

knee injury incurred at
Wimbledon, tournament
referee Brian Earley an-
nounced in a statement.

Felix Mantilla of Spain
moves from his unsceded
place in the draw into
Philippoussis’s position and
becomes the 17th seed.
Mantilla will now play
Magnus Norman of Sweden
in the first round.

A player from the quali-
fying rounds will replace
Mantilla in the draw and
will face Croatian Goran
Ivanisevicin the first round.

Open on Saturday due to a |

Filipinos .

Continued from page 2

becomes a threat to work and to
life.”

She said many workers would
be forced to agree to leave their
jobs because “mutual agree-
ments between employers and
employees can never be mu-
tual. There is always an imbal-
ance of power. The deciding
factor between the two is al-

ways the employer.”

Connie Tsang, a government
spokeswoman, said the proposal
is under consultation. She had
no further comment.

Employers’ groups have been
lobbying lawmakers to undo a
controversial law passed two
years ago prohibiting employ-
ers from firing their pregnant
maids if they have worked for
the household for four weeks.

The 141,500 Filipinos work-
ing here as live-in maids have

been bearing the brunt of a deep
recession in Hong Kong.

The government last year cut
their minimal monthly wage by
S percent to U.S. dIrs 470, and
union leaders said many were
fired or underpaid as the
territory’s local work force
struggled with record unem-
ployment levels.

The government said Friday
the economy grew by 0.5 per-
cent in the second quarter, the
first growth in one year.

Norman, who beat Jason
Stolienberg 7-6 (7-3), 5-7, 6-3 in
the other semifinal, for the title on
Sunday.

Vacek took a 2-0 lead in the
opening set on Saturday, but
Corretja needed just over an hour
to recover and win the match.

Corretja played nearly 3 1/2
hours in his quarterfinal win over
Thomas Enqvist on Friday.

“My allergies bothered me at
the beginning,” said Corretja, the
third straight Spaniard to reach
the Hamlet final. “Once I broke
him, I started to feel good.”

Spain’s Carlos Moya won the
Hamletin 1997 and Felix Mantilla
lost last year’s final to Patrick
Rafter.

Vaceek, from the Czech Repub-
lic, beat Corretju in their only
other meeting, at Cincinnati in
1996.

“He’s a vastly improved player
since then,” said Vacek, 28, who
has yet to win asingles title in his
career. “His return and serve are
muuch better and now he’s a com-
plete player.”

Corretjacapitalized on Vacek's
mistakes and then overpowered
him with his own game.

‘Vacek started missing on his
forehand,” Corretja said, “and my
backhand was working and | got
casy passing shots, I totally domi-
nated from behind the baseline,

and once I won the first set, he
seemed to get down on himself.”

Corretjawon fivetitles last year
and finished No. 3 in the ATP
Tour rankings, a career-best.

Norman’s victory over
Stoltenberg in the matchup of
unseeded players was his first in
four meetings between them, al-
though the first three were on
clay.

The final is the fourth of the

year for the Swede and he has

won the other three. His three
titles are second on the ATP Tour
to Pete Sampras’ four. Since los-
ing in the third round at
Wimbledon in July, Norman is
21-4and hisranking hasimproved
from No. 60 to 34th.

Norman trailed down 2-3 inthe
sccond set when he broke the
Australian twice for a 5-3 lead
and he coasted from there.

“After (2-3) [ thought I was in
real trouble,” Norman said. “I got
very nervous and JUS[ regrouped,
played my game.

Stoltenberg, who advanced on
a quarterfinal walkover when
Thomas Johansson of Sweden
withdrew because of a viral infec-
tion, stumbled and feli on hisright
hand just before the winning point
in the second set. He was looked
at after the first point of the third
set and seemed fine the rest of the
maltch.

Kabiriel.

. Continued from page 28

utes, (of f his time) which was our goal. But lost his form the last 100m.
His 400m and 600m times were his personal best,” said Rangamar in the

release.

Japan.

, Continued from page 28

lost 12-9 in last year’s championship game to Toms River, New Jersey.

At the invitation of New York Yankees owner George Steinbrenner,
the Phenix City team will head to Yankees stadium to wulch the Seattle
Mariners-Y ankees game, then dine at the All-Star Cafe. The Osaka team

will also visit Yankee Stadium.
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Japan ballplayers are
worshipped, literally

TOKYO, (Reuters) - Who needs the Baseball Hall of Fame when
you can build a shrine to worship your own stars?

Japanese baseball fans, renowned for their team loyalty and wacky
cheering techniques, can now pay tribute to the talents of Yokohama

BayStars’ relief pltcher Kazuhlro Sasaki in a shrine built in his |

honour.

Sasaki, wholed his teamtolast year’s Japanese champlonshlp with
a record-breaking pitching performance, has already been dubbed
Yokohama’s”Dai-Majin” - the Great Genie.

“We built it to pray for the BayStars’ championship, and it
worked,” said Akio Sato, who built the shrine in Yokohama ]
bustling main train station.

Sato said some 17 million devotees - nearly 50,000 people every
day - visited the Great Genie shrine last year, helping the BayStars
win their first championship in 38 years.

Though not yet a deity, when ace relief pitcher Brian Warren steps
up to the mound in the ninth inning, Chiba Lotte Marines fans turn
up the volume to chant a non-stop tribute to him. Even on the few
occasions that he failed to finish a game successfully, fans have never
booed at him.

“It’s more fun-spirited here,” the former Texas Ranger said.
“When I used to play in Venezuela, fans threw beer at me when I
didn’t pitch well.”

Since arriving in the late 19th century, baseball has become
Japan’s undisputed number-one sport, attracting big crowds and
even bigger commercial backing.

More than 24 million attend professional baseball games annually
and millions more watch it on television, making it the most popular
sport in the nation.

“People are louder and they are a lot more into the game. Baseball
is the number-one sport here,”said Arquimedez Pozo, formerly a
Boston Redsox player. :

Not even a decade of economic stagnation, which has flattened
consumer spending, has kept people away from the ballparks. Teams
have not reported any decline in attendances in recent years.

During a game, the stadiums buzz with chants, drums and trum-
pets, creating a continuous wall of sound that makes even American
fans pale in comparison.

When their team bats, fans belt out a different song for each hitter
at the plate.

“At first, it distracted me,” said Frank Bolick, a former Anaheim
Angel.

“I thought they would stop when I got up to the plate, but they
didn’t. It took me a week or so to get used to it. Now, it’s just part of
the game.”

But now, players like Chiba Lotte Marines relief pitcher Warren
cannot seem to get enough of Japanese fans.

“Ilove it. The louder it gets, the more I get excited,” said Warren,
who leads Japan’s Pacific League with 21 saves and a dazzling 1.27
earned-run-average.

Warren and Bolick are two of several dozen foreigners who play
professional baseball in Japan.

Although experts say the standard of play is not quite as good as
in the U.S. Major Leagues, Japanese fans can compete at the World
Series level.

At Chiba Marine Stadium, hundreds of bright fireworks light up
the sky after the fifth inning of every home game.”In the States, you
do that only when you win the pennant or in the World Series,”
Bolick says.

At most stadiums, a home run is feted not only with applause and
high-fives but also with stuffed mascot dolls and floral bouquets for
the batter who went the distance.

Batters at the indoor Tokyo Dome can even pocket a cool million
yen ($8,500) by hitting the ball into one of the 10 billboards behind
the outfield seats.

Between innings, the crowds rush to concession stands for hot
noodle soup or boxes of sushi, rather than hotdogs or pizzas. On the
way back to their seats, fans spend about a dollar buying brightly
coloured balloons.

During the seventh-inning, instead of singing “Take me out to the
ballgame”, they blow up the balloons and let them loose, making the
stadium look more like an amusement park than a sports field. *

Meanwhile, rain or shine, Tokyo’s Yakult Swallows fans hold
multi-coloured umbrellas over their heads and start dancing to
traditional Japanese music whenever the team scores a run.

Masayasu Okada, a 68-year-old sign painter, started the quarter-
century old tradition when the team was struggling with low atten-
dance.

“I wanted to do something creative to make the Swallows team
popular. But I didn’t want people to spend money, so I asked my
friends to bring their umbrellas to the games,” Okada said.

Now a common sight at Yakult’s Jingu Stadium, the umbrella
routine has spread to Taiwan. In June, Okada was invited to demon-
strated it in front of Taiwanese fans.

“Everyone, even the players on the field, were surprised to see it,”
Okada said.

Tiger Woods breaks
open NEC nvitioal

AKRON, Ohio (Reuters) — Ti-
ger Woods broke open the NEC
Invitational with a magnificent
third round at the $5 million NEC
Invitational on Saturday.

Woods, the world’s top-ranked
player who just two weeks ago
won the PGA Championship, his
second major title, showed again
that his best is better than anyone
else’s.

He took advantage of benign
conditions on the damp Firestone
course to compile eight birdies in
a flawless eight-under-par 62,
missing an eight-footer at the last
that would have matched Jose
Maria Olazabal’s course record.

Woods was at 11-under 199
with one round left, five strokes
clear of fellow American Fred
Couples (63) and Zimbabwe'’s
Nick Price (68).

Paraguay’s Carlos Franco, who
shared the halfway lead with
Scotland’s Paul Lawrie, shot 70
to fall six strokes behind, while
Lawrie plunged out of contention
with a 74.

Woods’s 62 was particularly
impressive in thathe didn’thole a
putt from outside 12 feet. Instead,
he gathered his birdies by ripping
long and straight drives, followed
by precise iron shots to almost
tap-in distance.

“I honestly can’t say I putted
great, because most of my shots
were within 10feet,” said Woods,
who started the day two strokes
from the lead.

“I’ve been able to drive the ball
in the fairway all week. As far as
Ihitmydriver, it lendsitself tothe
wedges.”

“I knew the course record was
61, but I wanted to increase my

Tiger Woods hits from the sand to the 18th green at Firestone Country
Clubin Akron, Ohio during the conclusion of the rain-delayedfirstround
of the NEC Invitational Friday. Woods finished the round in the lead at

four under par.

lead, not necessarily getthe course
record. My goal was to build as
much space as I could between
first and second place.”
Notthathe probably needs such
abiglead, because hisrecord as a
frontrunner is outstanding. Since
blowing his first 54-hole lead on

AP

tour, he has won eight successive
timnes that he has led into the final
round.

What’s more, this is his biggest
lead since he carried a nine-stroke
advantage into the final round at
the 1997 Masters, where he won
by 12.

Graf: Walking away is easy

NEW YORK (AP)—Steffi Graf
came back tothe U.S. Open wear-
ing pumps instead of sneakers, a
sleek navy blue dress instead of
tennis whites, and a carefree smile
thatrevealed how comfortable she
is with her decision to retire.

There may be a time when Graf
will miss the game so much that
she will change her mind, lace up
again and grab her rackets.

“Rightnow,” she said Saturday
on the eve of the tournament she
won five times, walking away
“seems extremely easy. I don’t
know if that’s going to be the case
in a few months.”

It seems so easy, she said, be-
cause she has no regrets. She has
been playing professionally more
than half her life, from 13 to 30.

Her 22nd Grand Slam singles
title, the French Open in June,
was her most emotional and sat-
isfying, completing a journey
back from injuries and illnesses
that nearly ended her career be-
fore she was ready to quit. She
goes out now on her own terms
and unquestionably as one of
the game’s greatest players ever.

“I feel pretty happy about
leaving it right now,” she said,
two weeks after announcing she
would skip the Open and retire
from the tour. “I know I'm go-

ing to miss the competitiveness,
without a doubt. The working
out. It’s different being on a
bike or a StairMaster instead of
being able to run around and be
upset if you miss a shot or be
happy if you win it. But right
now ['m not missing

1t.

“It may sound a little strange,
knowing me, but in a way a lot
of pressure has gone and it feels
good.”

Graf spoke at the National
Tennis Center on a beautiful,
warm afternoon after Pete
Sampras and Andre Agassi,
Martina Hingis and Serena Wil-
liams and others playfully par-
ticipated in the annual Arthur
Ashe Kids’ Day.

A sellout crowd of 20,883
helped raise more than dlrs
500,000 for charities, including
dlrs 400,000 thatwill go to the
National Junior Tennis League
to help programs aimed at inner
city kids.

Graf didn’t perform for the
young crowd, didn’t even go
out to wave to fans or say a few
words to them. She only reluc-
tantly agreed to pose for pho-
tographers one last time on cen-
ter court when her interview
ended.
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Japan wins World Series

WILLIAMSPORT, Pennsylva-
nia (AP) — That's Kazuki with a
*K.” Kazuki Sumiyamastruck out
nine Saturday as Osaka, Japan,
beat Phenix City, Alabama, 5-0in
the championship game of the
Little League World Series.

Sumiyama, a soft-spoken 12-
year-old whose favorite U.S.
player is Mark McGwire, struck
out three of Phenix City’s first
four batters and had a total of 19
strikeouts in his two appearances.
And he can hit, too, batting .615
in the two wins.

**He was hard to hit off of,” said
Phenix City shortstop Brandon
Monk, who was O-for-3 with a
strikeout. *“He would hide the ball
really well with his hand, and it
was hard to pick up. Plus, he
_ throws really hard.”

*The kids were coming back to
the dugout and saying, ‘The ball’s
just jumping out at us,”” Phenix
City manager Tony Rasmus said.

Only Zach ‘Martin and Cory
Rasmus got hits, both singles, off
Sumiyama, who throws a fastball
and variations his teammates call
the *“Kazuball” and the
“Thunderball.”” His coaches say
he isshy even back home in Osaka
and that he is already being re-
cruited by Japanese high schools.

He was not bashful about keep-
ing runners off base. The 5-foot-
7, 122-pound (55-kilo)
Sumiyama, or “Sumi” to his
friends, did not allow arunin 11

innings at the series. His father
was home in Osaka running the
family liquor store Saturday, but
his mother made the trip to
Williamsport along with seven

scored the first run of the game
from third on catcher Cory
Rasmus’ throwingerroron asteal
attempt. Martin threw four straight
balls to Adachi to start the inning
after getting two strikes on him
before about 42,000 fans at
Howard J. Lamade Stadium.

In the fourth, Osaka got a run
on consecutive doubles by
Kazunori Morishita and Kazuya
Yamasaki, and Yamasaki scored
whenalow pitch squirted off Cory
Rasmus’ glove for a 3-0 lead.
Osaka had a two-run fifth as well
before a crowd that included ce-
lebrities such as Tommy John,
Kenny Rogers and Brian Sipe.

“I am not used to playing in
front of this many people,”
Sumiyama said.

Fans showered the field with
paper plates after the game.

The Hirakata Little League of
Osaka, managed by former
Hanshin Tigers outfielder
Tsutomu Kameyama, becomes
the fourth Japanese team to win
the series, joining the Chofu Little
League of Tokyo (1976), the
Wakayama Little League (1968)
and the West Tokyo Little League

other parents of team members.
“I imagined that I was pitching

someplace else,” Sumiyama said

through interpreter Bill Lundy.
In the second, Kazutoshi Adachi

Members of the Osaka, Japan little league team lead by team captain Takashi Sakurai (center) take their

morning run before starting batting
face the South team from Phenix

dpract/ce at the Little League World Series in Williamsport, Pa. Japan will
ity, Ala., for the championship. Ap

THE MARIANAS Visitors
Authority and Tinian Mayors
Office will again host the 9th
Annual Tinian Fun Run event
slated for Saturday, September
25.

The organizers are expecting
at least 60 participants from
Guam, Saipan, Tinianand Rota.
- combined.

Prizes will be given out for
~ the top three finishers in each
| category.

Enuy fee into the event is
$20. and the registration dead-
line is noon Friday, September

24. There is a $5.00 penalty for
late registration. Registration
forms are available at all MVA
offices.

Your entry fee will get you a
nice tee-shirt and a ticket to the
banquet. Guest must pay their
own entrance into the banquet.

The Run will start at 5 p.m.
from the Taga Beach areaand run
along Broadway Street, continue
pastthe airport road and then make
aturn-around and follow the same
route back to the start/ finish line
to complete the race.

“Every year the annual Tinian

Tinian Fun Run set for Sept. 25

Fun Run has increased in the
number of... (participants) due
inlarge part to the positive expo-
sure and the continued support
by our business community,”
states an MV A press release.

“The successof thisevent and
other such activities have en-
hanced the CNMT’s image as a
sports and leisure destination.”

The organizers cordiaily in-
vite all runners to participate in
the event.

In Saipan call Ed Diaz at,
664-3210, 664-3214, in Tinian
call Ellen Ikehara, 433-9365.

SSA ready for
tourney under

new leadership
THE SAIPAN Softball Associa-
tion (SSA) has called a meeting
for Tuesday, September 1, at the
AdaGym Conference Room. the
meeting will start at 6 p.m.

Coaches, managers and play-
ers are urged to attend.

The waiver and roster forms
are available and are ready to
picked up at the Gym.

For more information please
call SSA President Robert
Guerrero, SSA Secretary Mertie
Kani, or Joe Torres at 234-6098.

» Fax: (670) 234-9271
younis@gtepacifica.net

ELIAS Rangamar, NMI Na-
tional Athletics coach and
sprinter Jack Kabiriel partici-
-pated recently in the World
Track and Field Championships
in Seville, Spain.

“Because of our membership
with the World Body, govemn-
ing athletics, free tickets and
accommodations were provided
our athlete and coach,” said a
NMASA press release.

LouWabol attended the IAAF
Congress, as president of the

Kabiriel returns from
World Track meet in Spain

NMI Track and Field Federa-
tion. The conference was going
on the same time as the races
were taking place.

Kabiriel competed in the 800-
meters in the final heat. Ac-
cording to Elias,” He (Kabiriel)
ran his personal best race with a
time(slip) of 2:07.73.”

‘‘He did great considering he
didn’t do any running the past
two day because of the flu. He
was on pace to beat two min-

SAIPAN
P.O. Box 231 Saipan, MP 96950
- Tel. (670) 234-6341 -

mvariety@gtepacifica.net
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(1967).
A team from Kashima, Japan,
Continued on page 26

Phenix City, Alabama's Cory Rasmus (left) talks with Osaka, Japan's
Takashi Sakurai as he puts on his batting gloves at the batt/ng cages
at the Little League World Senes AP
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