
December 26, 1942

Mr. T. Suite P. O. 
Box 107 Warrensburg, Mo.

Dear Sir:

Mr.  Lovett has handed me your letters of Novem-
ber 16 and December 19 for reply.

Under exixting regulations  it is not possible to 
issue the waiver which  you request. The possibility that 
these regulations may be changed has been responsible for 
our delay in replying to your original lotter.  I cannot 
tell you whom or if such a change will be made, but suggest 
that it would to appropriate for you to address a further  
inquiry in the course of another month to Captain J. M. Hall,  x
War Department, Room 4-Z-886 Pentagon Building, Washington,
D. C. 

I am sorry we can do nothing further for you J
at the present tine. r

Very truly yours,

Signed George A. Brownell

GEORGE A. BROWNELL 
Colonel, Air Corps 
Legal Executive

\
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COPY FOR CAPTAIN J. M. HALL
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March 18, 1943

(Sent out April 6, 1943) by OSS

The Honorable,

(Extra Copy)The Secretary of Commerce.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Reference is made to my letters of May 4, 1942, and 
November 30, 1942, relating to War Department policy governing 
the issuance of airman identification cards to naturalized citizens 
of enemy alien descent and persons of Japanese ancestry.

Certain cases have been called to my attention which indi- 
cate the policy required by my letter of May 4th works hardship in 
application to individual cases. The letter of May 4, 1942 stated 
the conclusive proof of loyalty to the United States should consist 
of nothing less than a positive report from the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Military Intelligence Division or the Office of 
Naval Intelligence, based upon careful investigation.

It is the purpose of this letter to revoke the provisions 
of my letter of May 4, 1942, insofar as that letter applies to the 
issuance of airman identification cards to American-born Japanese and 
naturalized citizens of enemy alien descent.

It is further recommended that airman identification cards 
be issued to persons of Japanese ancestry on the following conditions:

1. The applicant must be an American citizen.

2. The applicant shall never have been in Japan. In 
exceptional cases this prohibition may be waived.

3. Prior to issuance of identification cards, unless 
a questionnaire executed by him shall have been already acted 
upon by the Joint Board, the applicant shall execute a Person- 
nel Security Questionnalre, W. D., P.M.G.O.-I.D. Form 58 which 
may be secured from the Internal Security Division of any 
Service Command. The Civilian Aeronautics Administration, if 
it desires to issue an identification card to any American 
citizen of Japanese ancestry, shall transmit the accomplished 
questionnaire, together with any information it may have reg 
garding the applicant, and a recommendation for such issuance 
to the Provost Marshal General, Washington, D. C. The Provost 
Marshal General shall cause a check to be made of the records 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Office of Naval Intel- 
ligence, and the War Relocation Authority and shall make an 
analysis of the answers given on the questionnaire. In cases 
where it appears to the Provost Marshal General that an in-



vestigation will be of probable assistance a copy of the 
questionnaire will be referred to the appropriate Defease Com- 
mand, Service Command or Military District of Washington for a 
field investigation.

4. The War Department Japanese-American Joint Board has 
been created pursuant to the Adjutant General’s letter of 
January 20, 1943 (AG 291.2 (1-19-43) 0B-S-F). The Provost 
Marshal General will transmit to the Joint Board the results 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Office of Naval 
Intelligence and the War Relocation Authority record checks; 
the analysis of the answers given on the questionnaires; and
copies of reports of investigation made by any Defense Command, 
Service Command or the Military District of Washington. The 
Joint Board will:

2. Transmit the investigation report, if any, and a copy 
of the questionnaire to the Civilian Aeronautics Administration, 
and,

b. State whether the Joint Board has any objection to 
issuanae of an airman identification card to the applicant, 
and will also state whether applicant's employment may be un- 
restricted or limited as to type and classification of work.

5. If the Civil Aeronautics Administration desires to have 
an identification Card issued to a naturalized citizen of enemy 
alien descent, it shall transmit to the Provost Marshal General, 
Washington, D. C. a Personnel Security Questionnaire, W.D., P.M.G.O,- 
I.D. form 58 properly executed by the person for whom the card is 
sought. The Provost Marshal General shall cause a check to be made 
of the records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Office of 
Naval Intelligence and shall make an analysis of the answers
given on the questionnaire. In cases where it appears to the Provost 
Marshal General that a field investigation will be of probable assis- 
tance, a copy of the questionnaire will be referred to the appropriate 
Defense Commands, Service Command or Military District of Washington 
for a field investigation. If no derogatory information is disclosed 
as a result of the investigation made by the Provost Marshal General 
or as a result of the field investigation, an Airman Identification 
Card shall be issued.

Sincerely yours,

♦signed)

Secretary of War
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11 April 1944

The Honorable,

The Secretary of Commerce.

Dear Mr. Secretary! 
 Q_« •

Reference it made to my letter of March 18, 1943, relating 
to the War Department policy governing the issuance of Airman 
Identification Cards to naturalized citizens of enemy alien descent 
and to persons of Japanese ancestry.

That portion of the letter referring to the procedures to 
be followed has been modified by eliminating the reference of cases 
to the Japanese-American Joint Board and by providing that The Provost 
Marshal General's Office, after processing the application, will make 
its recommendation directly to your office. This procedure is to be 
carried out under a new directive, a copy of which is hereto attached.

It is recommended that Airman Identification Cards be issued 
to naturalized citizens of enemy alien descent or to persons of Japanese 
ancestry in compliance with the provisions of this directive.

 Sincerely yours,

Secretary of War


