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PHILIPPINIE PERSECUTIO SENDS 217 
TO SEA TRAGEDY 

Sandakan, Friday (BMNews) -
217 Bangsamoro Muslim refugees on 
board M/L Al - MAlyne enroute to Sa­
bah ended in sea tragedy Tuesday, 
January 11, 1983. 

The 26-ton motor launch capsized 
in rough seas off Tambisan Island, 
some 160 kilometers southeast of 
Sandakan, Sabah. 114 people were 
rescued by the Malaysian Armed For­
ces rescue teams with 14 dead bodies 
recovered and taken to the Sandakan 
Duchess of Kent · Hospital morgue for 
iden t ification . 

Ninety eight others w ere confirm ­
ed missing and are now believed to 
have perished in the mishap . . 

Strayed Off Course 
According to Ph ilippine Coast 

Guard Station in Zamboanga City, 
Ph ilippines, the launch left Bongao, 
prov.incial capital of Tawi-Tawi for 
nearby Sitangkai Island. It said that 
the vessel w ith 9 crew members and 
217 passengers, strayed off course as 

GLOOMY ECONOMY 
FOR RP IN 1983 

Forecast for the Philippines eco­
nomy for 1983 paints a gloomy pic­
ture as a Private Development Corpo­
ration of the Philippines study (PDCP) 
recorded a mere 2.6 per cent growth 
rate of the country's gross national 
product (GNP) in 1982 (Bulletin To­
day, Dec. 2, 1982) . 

The GNP growth rate fell well 
below the year's target of 4.0 per cent, 
and is far, far below the 5.8 per cent 
average GNP growth rate of the 
1970's. 

The Philippines import payments 
for 1982 reached 6,153.6 million dollars, 
while exports receipts , declining by 
8.4 per ~ent, _was expected to reach 
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it was only authorised to sail the 
waters of Tawi-Tawi, in southern 
Philippines. 

Survivors Tale 
All the survivors were housed by 

the Sabah State authorities at the 
Sandakan Community Center. Food 
and other emergency aids were given 
to them. 

In an interview by a BMNews 
correspondent, the survivors charged 

. that " Philippine government persecu­
t ion drove them to brave the weather 
and the rough seas solely for freedom's 
sake." · 

" W e boarded on the officially 
register~d and 'regular launch coming 
off and on the Ph ilippine-Sabah wa­
ters," they said. And " w e have to ch ip 
in considerable amount to the Bongao 
military authorities to clea r the pas­
sengers· manifest. The over-capacity is 
explained by the ma'gni tude of the po­
li tical oppression," the survivors con ­
cluded. 

Liberation Front 
..... I I 

..-January-February 1983 

MARCOS INTENSIFIES 
ANTI-REBEL DRIVE 
Manila, January 23, 1983 

(BMNews) - President Ferdinand 
Marcos today directed the armed 
forces of the Philippines (AFP) to 
mop out all rebel grounds in Minda­
nao. 

The order came in the wake of 
mounting anti-government activities in 
the south of the country. Reports say 
that a rebel team had raided a Philip­
pine military detachment in Surigao 

killing 3 soldiers early in the week. 
The New People 's Army allegedly 
carried out the attack. 

Mr. Marcos also authorised his 
Defense Ministry to puy new military 
helicopters and other hardwares from 
the United States . 

Meanwhile, sources in Manila 
said that the Filipino president is pre­
pa ring a full scale military operation in 
South Phil ippines to be launched 
sometime early this year. The prepara-

turn to page 2 
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Massacre Story (5) 

FANATICS BUTCHER HUMANS; 

In this issue, Mahardika contin­
ues with its series of massacre stories 
perpetrated_ by the Philippine army and 
their armed fanatical Civilian Home 
Defense Force on innocent Bangsa­
moro civilians, mostly Muslims. 

Particularly inhuman and gory is 
the criminal activities of the regime's 
CHDF elements operating under the 
Philippine army's superv1s1on in 

. southeast Mindanao, specially in South 
Kutawato province. 

The CHDF is a counter-insurgen­
cy force organized by the Marcos re­
gime to fight against freedom fighters 
of the Moro National Liberation Front. 
In ~outh Kutawato, some of its armed 
fighters operate from a jungle base at 
the foot of Mt. Matutum. 

Aside from outright killing and 
massacre of Bangsamoro civilians and 
fighting side by side with the Philip­
pine army against the MNLF's Bang­
samoro Army, the CHDF criminals in 
·south Kutawato kdinapped hapless 
individuals and bring their victims to 
their mountain hideouts to be butcher­
ed and eaten "during full moon". Be­
cause of this the Philippines' press 
described them as "cultist." 

These criminal activities of Philip­
pine mercenary troops were exposed 
to the reading public in a Bulletin To­
day story on July 14, 1979, only when 
one of the victims happened to be one 
f'ernando who was an alleged preacher 
of the Christian Missionary Alliance in 
Mindanao. Actually, most of their vic ­
tims were Muslims like the brothers 
Mamalumpong of Polomolok, South 
Kutawato who were butchered and 
eaten by the cultist Philippines' civi­
lian defense force. "I can pinpoint, the 
bones of many of the victims," Alejan­
dro Libi, one of the witnesses told a 
reporter. Until now no member of 
these human butchers have been ap­
prehended nor punished by the Mar­
cos regime. 

Another partic11larly brutal mas­
sacre story is the mass killing of 53 
Muslim civilians, including women and 
children, aboard two pumpboats in 
Tawi-Tawi, on April 9, 1980. The per­
petrators were elements of the Philip-

53 MUSLIMS MASSACRED 

The Lomondot family of 5 massacred by Philippine Army in Kalilangan, 
Bukidnon, on June 3, 1976. 

pines 4th marine battalion led by a 
certain Major Ricardo Marquez who 
were then stationed in Bato-Bato, Ba­
limbing, Tawi-Tawi island. 

The victims were trying to cross 
the Sulu Sea to seek refuge in the 
Malaysian State of Sabah away from 
Philippine army brutalities in their home 
towns and islands in the southern 
Philippines. But they were unlucky to 
have been spotted by Philippine mari­
nes patrolling the seas and were 
towed to death instead. 

Nine days after, the incident was 
somehow reported in the Philippines 
press (Bulletin Today, April 18, 1980) 
but the report merely gave the Philip­
pines ministry of defense occasion to 
announce that an investigation was 
being ordered. 

And yet despite the magnitude of 
the crime, the criminal Major Marquez 
and his marine troops were merely 
transferred from Tawi-Tawi to "pre­
vent" the occurrence of such incident. 

In yet another mass killing, that 
of an entire family of Kalilangan, Bu­
kidnon, on June 3, 1976, all the five 
Muslim victims were wiped out by 
grenades thrown inside their house. 
The victims included the grandmother 

Lilia Lomondot, 56, her son-in-low 
Alejandro lborde, 40, daughter Fatima 
and wife of Alegandro, 38, grandson 
Ansari L. lborde, 1 year old, and a son, 
Mike Lomondot. 

If these incidents happened in the 
suburbs of London or New York City, 
the conscience of the world would 
have been shaken, but in his crimes 
against the Muslim people in southern 
Philippines, President Marcos·s war 
needs continue to be underwritten by 
the American government and his other 
bankrollers in the west, including Is­
rael and Japan. 

Marcos Intensifies ... 
(from page 1) 

tion , it was said, was aimed at the 
total destruction of the now over 10-
year Muslim independence movement 
waged by the Moro National Liberation 
Front. 

Following Marcos order to in­
tensify his military's anti-rebel drive, 
1500 troops of the Philippine Marines 
arrived in Davao City, Mindanao, Jan­
uary 25, 1983. 

The Marines came from Central 
Visayas region enroute to "objective : 
rebel assignments" in eastern Minda­
nao. 
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THE BANGSAMORO REVOLUTION AND THE 
CLAMOR FOR SELF - DETERMINATION AND 
JNDEPENDENCE 

By Nur Misuari . 
MNLF Chairman 

(Second of two parts, excerpted 
from the MNLF Manifesto sub­

. mitted to the Third Islamic Sum­

. mit at Mecca-Taif, Saudi Arabia, 

. January 24, 1981) 
The leadership of the Moro Na­

tional Liberation Front . reiterated their 
decision to abandon . the demand for 
autonomy and tq -revert once and for 
all to our people's original intention of 
seeking complete national freedom and 
independence for the Bangsamoro Re­
publik . lnsha-Allah, we . shall rise or 
fall on--the basis of th is new political 
decision. 

The Bangsamoro Republik em­
braces our . people'-s ancestral home­
land of M indanao, Basilan. Sulu and 
Palawan and all the adjoining islands 
and territorial waters. Altogether these 
constitute roughly 115,000 - square 
kms; of ri ch an d fertile land . . It has a 
gross national product (GNP) of 3 bil­
lion American dollars annually. 

According to our estimate, our 
population is composed of over ten 
million souls, broken down as follows : 
6.5 million Muslims as of 1980; 2 mil­
lion indigenous non-Muslim tribes who 
are integral part of the Bangsamoro 
nation; 2.5 million colonial Christian 
settlers from Luzon and V isayas ( i;e. 
Northern and Central Philippines) ; and 
a -small number of foreign nationals, 
some of whom are long time res idents. 

Although the main political feature 
of the Bangsamoro struggle has al ­
ways been motivated by the cause of 
national sovereignty and independence, 
yet the idological formulation of the 
present revolutionary phase did not 
assume definite shape until the his­
toric black March 1968 massacre. T l·· 
incident led to the resurgence of our 
people's national consciousness and 
the spontaneous rise of various Mus­
lim revolutionary movements. The pre­
sent Moro National Liberation Front, 
the vanguard of the Bangsamoro peo­
ple 's Revolution sprang from the en­
suing chaos brought by the heinous 
massacre. Although it can be said that 
its ideological and organizational 
framework had antedated the crisis 

by several years. 
Since its founding in the M 

1968 demonstration in front of Mala­
canang Palace in . Manila, the MNLF 
·leadership had come out with a series 
of documel")ts on its political prog­
ramme. On 15th June 1973, a . pam­
phlet entitled "The Final Struggle of 
the Moro People," containing the poli­
tical statement of the MNLF chair­
man on self-determination and inde­
pendence, was printed and circulated. 
The statement declared the following 
definition of intention: 

" We, the... Bangsamoro people, 
are engaged in a revolutionary strug­
gle for national freedom from the 
stranglehold of Filipino colonialism. 

" ... History could bear withness 
that our people had always chosen 
death rather than bowed their heads 
to colonial domination. 

"Inspired by th is glorious tradi­
tion of ouf people: our patriotic youths. 
intellegensia, businessmen and the 
overwhelming majority of our oppres ­
sed people have remained resolute in 
their decision to become free and in­
dependent. 

"Marcos and his government have 
absolutely no power and authority 
over our people and homeland and are 
therefore without any competence to 
commit our people and any portion of 
our national homeland to any econo­
mic and other transactions. Such po­
wer and -authority belong entirely to 
the Bangsamoro people and the Bang­
samoro people's revolutionary govern­
ment." . 

This declaration of intention was 
reaffirmed in the famous April 28, 1974 
Manifesto issued in connection with 
the holding of the Fifth Islamic Confe­
rence of Foreign Ministers at Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. (Text of Manifesto 
has been published in Mahardika, Vol. 
IX, No. 1, 1982) . 

Such were the original political 
perception of the MNLF as the van­
guard of the Bangsamoro people and 
Revolut ion . But the peace initiatives 
of the Islamic Conference has the ef­
fect of derailing our struggle politically 
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Nur Misuari 

and thwarting the progress of our 
people's political aspirations . 

Nevertheless. we do not dismay 
at this blunder. After all we were all 
motivated by the best of intentions in 
our effort to restore peace and mini ­
mize the suffering and destruction 
wrought by the war. Unfortunately, 
however, we were mistaken in our 
reading of the murderous and blood­
thirsty colon ial government of Mar­
cos. Far from reciprocating our over­
tures, Marcos and his evil collabora­
tors ruthless ly exploited our conces­
sions in order to st rengthen their gov­
ernment's hands in pursuing the mas­
ter plan for the annihilation of the 
Bangsamoro people and their sacred 
cause. 

lnsha-Allah , they shall not suc­
ceed. No matter how tremendous and 
overwhelming the task we may have 
to face in the aftermath of the break­
down of the cea sefire and the fa ilure of 
the Tripoli Agreement. still our people 
and Revolut ion, under the firm and 
correct leadership of the MNLF, shall 
remain steadfast and resolute. By our 
blunder, we have lost nothing save a 
little prolongation of the war and some 
sacrifices on the part of our people. 
But the triumphant march continues 
and the path to complete national free­
dom and independence is paved ine­
luctably. 

turn to pa c 
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The Bangsamoro ... 
(from page 3) 

The era of deviation from the 
correct and victorious line is gone for­
ever. Henceforth, having returned to 
the path of self-determination and in­
dependence, lnsha-Allah, we shall de­
viate no more. 

Appeal for World Support 

In light of this decision, the MNLF 
Chairman has made several declara­
tions in various capitals of the world, 
specifically in Tripol i, London, Islam­
abad, Tehran, Jeddah, Kuwait and 
Damascus, appealing to world publ ic 
poinion for support and recognition of 
the Bangsamoro people's right to self­
determination and independence. 

This right of self-determination 
and independence is accepted univer­
sally as a right belonging to every 
people or nation - big or small. No 
nation, let alone those among former 
colonies, can deny this right to our 
people without denying the legitimacy 
of the foundation of their national 
struggle or existence. 

Thus the response to the MNLF 
appeal from many quarters of the 
world has been positive and extreme­
ly encouraging. Such a response is 
indicative of the justness of our peo­
ple's cause and points to the inevi­
table victory of our national endeavor. 

In declaring to resume our strug­
gle for self-determination and inde­
pendence, the MNLF leadership and 
our people are conscious of their fun ­
damental rights as a nation. In fact, 
they are invoking respect and recog ­
nition for their rights, such as embo­
died in the Charter of the United Na­
t ions and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights as well as the U.N. Ge­
neral Assembly's Resolution 1514 
{XV) of 14th December 1960, which · 
states among other things: 

1. The subjection of peoples to 
alien subjugation, domination, and ex­
ploitation constitutes a denial of fun ­
damental human rights, is contrary to 
the Charter of the United Nations and 
is impediment to the promotion ~f· 
world peace and cooperation; 

2. All peoples have the right to 
self-determination-By virtue of that 
right they freely determine· their pol i­
tical status and freely pursue their 
economic, social and cultural develop­
ment; 
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3. Inadequacy of political, econo­
mic, social or educational preparedness 
should never serve as a pretext for 
delaying independence; 

4. All armed action or repressive 
measures of all kinds directed against 
dependent people shall cease in order 
to enable them to exercise peacefully 
and freely their right to complete in­
dependence, and the integrity of their 
national territory shall be respected; 

5. Immediate steps shall be taken, 
in trust and nonself governing territo­
ries or all other territories which' have 
not yet attained independence, to 
transfer all powers to the peoples of 
those territories, without any condi­
tions or reservations, in accordance 
w ith their freely expressed will and 
desire, w ithout any dist inction as to 
race, creed or colour, in order to en­
able them to en :oy complete indepen­
dence and freedom; 

6. Any attempt aimed at the par­
t ia l or total disrupt ion of the national 
unity and the territorial integrity of a 
country is incompatible w ith the pur­
poses and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations; 

7. All states shall observe faith ­
fully and strictly the' provisions of the 
Charter of the Unit11d Nations, the 
Un iversal Declarations of Human 
Rights and the present Declaration on 
the basis of equality, non-interference 
in the internal affairs of all states and 
respect for the sovereign rights of all 
peoples and their territorial integrity. 

It was unloubtedly in the context 
of this universally accepted U.N. dec­
laration that the Permanent People's 
Tribunal, headed by American Nobel 
Prize winner Dr. George Wald, ack­
nowledged in its judgment last Oc­
tober 30- November 3, 1980 at Ant­
werp, Belgium, that the Bangsamoro 
people are entitled to the ' right of self­
determination. The Tribunal which put 
Marcos dictatorship on trial in absen­
tia, went on to issue the call upon 
world publ ic opinion, progressive 
governments, organizations and indivi­
duals to len d their support to the 
struggle of the Bangsamoro people to 
achieve national self-determination and 
liberation from the Marcos regime an d 
the neocolonial system of repression . 

Moreover, the Tribunal condemn­
ed in the most rigorous terms what 
it called the "programme of displace­
ment and physical extinction " that is 
now being waged by the Marcos re-

gime against the Bangsamoro people. 
It said that such programme had al ­
ready deprived the Bangsamoro people 
of much of their ancestral land and 
made roughly half of their number 
refugees and exiles. The Tribunal con­
cludes that the comulative effect of 
this programme has been the com­
mission of the "crime of genocide" . 

The Tribunal also acknowledged 
and welcomed the declaration of sup­
port and recognition by the {Filipino) 
progressive anti-Marcos groups beh ind 
the right of self-determination and in­
dependence of the 'Bangsainoro' 

0

pe
0ci'p'1~: 

The decision of the Permanent 
People 's Tribunal in upholding our 
people's right to self-determination is 
a sign that indeed the MNLF cam­
paign for worldwide support is gain ­
ing acceptance even outside the 
Islamic world. 

On the vital issue of self-deter­
mination , the Islamic Conference of 
Foreign M inisters , in its 11th Session 
in lslamibad last May, underscored its 
commitment to our people 's 
cause in its final communique . The 
declaration states categorically: 

' That the Islamic Conference of 
Foreign Ministers reaffirms its support 
for the 'struggle of the ' 'B"'a'ngsamoro 
people under the leadership of the 
Moro National Liberation Front with a 
view to ach ieving self-determination ." 

W e have absolutely no doubt that 
by self-determination , the Conference 
was using it in the light of the U.N. 
Charter and the charters of all peace 
and freedom-loving nations and or­
ganizations in the world. 

The cause of freedom is the cause 
of all; for freedom is one and indivi ­
sible. Let us not tolerate a world half­
free and half-enslaved. Mankind has 
been in chain too long. Let the Bang ­
samoro people 's freedom and inde­
pendence ring , for this is best for all 
of us and the world. 

· To· deny our people their right to 
freedom and independence is to deny 
the law of Allah and belittle the mo­
numental achievement of the human 
race. 

Let no one patron ize, let ·alone 
support, t he arc-criminal Marcos and 
his murderous regime . And let no 
nation, 'Islamic or non-Islamic alike, add 
more fuel to the flame of genocide to 
abet Marcos and Philippine colonielism 
in their crusade against our oppressed 
people and humanity. 
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KARACHI DIALOGUE A MARCOS PLOY 
Opportunist Muslim leaders serv­

ing as puppets under the Marcos re­
gime and other waywards and de­
structionists conducted a four-day 
'Dialogue' from January 26 to 29, 1983 
in Karachi , Pakistan . 

Hosted by Mr. lnamullah Khan , 
secretary general of his Karachi-based 
organization, the World Muslim Con ­
gress, the dialogue was ostensibly 
held to solidify the ranks of Muslims 
in southern Philippines and present a 
common front (position) for reviving 
negotiations with the Philippine gov­
ernment on the basis of the 1976 
Tripoli Agreement. 

Listed as participants in what Mr. 
Ina mullah Khan described as a get- · 
together were the Moro National Li­
beration Front {MNLF), the Bang­
samoro Liberation Organizat ion 
(BMLO) and a new grouping of pup­
pets claiming themselves as "leaders 
of the multi-sectoral Muslim com­
munity of th e Phj lippines." 

Coming out with a document 
styled as " Omnibus Resolution," they 
declared that they have " convened 
and organized themselves as the Ph i­
lippine Muslim Solidarity Conference," 
appropriating unto themselves the 
undeserved right to put under this 
umbrella group the organizat ions listed 
as participants. Not surprisingly, the 
resolution was signed by only 25 de­
legates among 45 who actually attend­
ed the 4-day sessions, despite th e fact 
that more than 70 were known to have 
arrived in Karachi . 

In order to get the full import of 
the so-called dialogue, a piece-by-pice 
description of the groups an d individu­
als that gathered in Karachi is in order. 

Firstly, the MNLF under the chair­
manship of Nur Misuari is the sole 
legitimate representative of the Mus­
lims in southern Philippines recognized 
by the Organization of Islamic Con­
ference {OIC). Therefore, the MNLF 
had good reason to disassociate it­
self from the exercise even before it 
had begun. 

Upon receiving Mr. lnamullah 
Khan's invitation, the MNLF chairman 
f ield a telegram to him January 14 
making it clear that the MNLF "cannot 
enter into discussions outside the ju­
risdiction of the OIC under whose aus­
pices it (the Tripoli Agreement) was 
signed." 

Misuari stressed that the Marcos 
reg ime has unilaterally renounced the 
Agreement in March 1980 so the 
MNLF and the Bangsamoro people 
saw no basis for discussing it further. 
He warned lnamullah Khan that such 
a dialogue could undermine the cur­
rent efforts of the Islamic Conference 
of trying to bring the confl icting par­
ties back to the negotiating table, if not 
actually fall into the evil plot of Mar­
cos to remove th'e problem from the 
competence of the OIC. 

In another telegram, this time to 
Habib Chatti. OIC Secretary general in 
Jeddah, the MNLF leader reiterated the 
same reasons for its refusal to be as­
sociated w ith the Karachi get-together 
scheme, and hold lnamullah Khan " re­
sponsible for whatever consequences 
that may arise from the conspiracy." 

Secondly, the BMLO is no more 
than a decimated group of three or 
four persons headed by the Marcos­
proclaimed paramount sultan Rash id 

Lucman in whose name he signed the 
omnibus document. It is a wayward, 
loud-mouthed, pseudo-rebel group 
whose now-and-then anti-Marcos ac­
tivities and pronouncements are com­
pletely devoid of any ideological con­
tent and direction . 

According to an inside source. 
Lucman even worked to ba r entry to 
his closest ally, Macapanton Abbas, 
Jr. to the dialogue·s session in the 
5-star Hotel Intercon tinental, Karach i. 

And f inally, the delegates who 
styled themselves "leaders of the mul­
ti-sectoral Muslim communty of the 
Philippines" are all Marcos syco­
phants. 

First, there was Salipada Penda ­
tun , a M arcos negotiator for the sur­
render of Mujahideen f ighters of the 
Bangsamoro Army, military arm of the 
MNLF. Some three years back. Pen­
datun held a conference of Muslims 
in Metro-Manila under the auspices of 
Mrs. Imelda Romualdez Marcos. w ife 
of the Philippine dictator. But even so, 
he has obviously not inched his way 
closer enough to earn the bleasings of 
the Marcoses. 

Second, Ahmad Domocao Alonto. 
the man responsible for submitting 
secret proposal to Marcos to give th e 
Muslims autonomy in only 9 provinces 
- minus Davao de! Sur, South Kuta­
wato, Zamboanga del Norte, and Pa ­
lawan - instead of 13 as st ipulated 
in the Tripoli Agreement. Opportunist 
that he is. Alonto asked Marcos to 
hand over to him and his co llaborators 
the autonomy, eliminating the MNLF 
as signatory to the Agreement, in an 
attempt to pre-empt whatever power 
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In whose name are the hands above signing the so-called Karachi declaration? Among those in photos: 
Rashid Lucman and Domocao Alonto (sitting, first and second from left) and Salipada Pendatun ( second 

from right). 
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15th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

A nat ion-w ide celebration on 
M arch 18 marking the 15th anniver­
sary of the launching of tho Bang­
somoro Revolution by the Moro Na­
t ional Liberation Front w as held 
throughout Bangsamoro Homeland. 

In a BMNew s dispatch, i t w as re­
ported that the MNLF secre tary gene­
ral had announced a simple three-day 
festivit ies, 15-18 March , to commemo­
rate the event. 

At the MNLF general headquar­
ters, a para de and review of selected 
un its of the Bangsamoro Army ushered 
in the anniversary activit ies . 

Among the highlights w ere sports 
games, enterta inments, Quran rea ding 
and prayer for the martyrs of the Cor­
rigidor Massacre fifteen years ago. 

KARACHI DIALOGUE · ... 

( from page 5) 

largesse that the Marcos regime might 
be able to grant, if it grants any at 
all. This w as a w holesale bet rayal of 
the Mus lim cause. 

Alonto and his brother-in-naw 
Lucman, w ith their colleag ue Sa lipada 
Pendatun, are in fact largely respon­
sible for the sa d plight of the M us­
lim masses in M indanao today. They 
could have worked to prevent the t ide 
of Filipino colonia l settlers from com­
ing to the Muslim homeland w hen 
they w ere serving the Philippine co­
lon ial reg ime for decades as members 
of the colonia l congress before the 
present Bangsamoro revolution was 
conceived f ifteen years ago. 

Third, Marma S. Busran w ho pre­
sided over the dia logue, is naturally 
under the thumb of Presiden t Marcos 
now that he is in the service of the 

regime as member of the Ph ilippines 

cou rt of appeals. 

Fourth, Nur Hussein Ututa lum 

whom Marcos made speaker of the 

regional assembly of his autonomous 

region IX, is the same Ututa lum who 

closed his ears, eyes and mouth to 

the t ruth about the massacres of 

thou sands of Innocen t Muslim civi­

lians in Pata an d the destruction of 

the island by the Philippine military in 

February 1981 . W hen the M arcos mili-
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Committed Bangsamoro women, photo above, took leading part in com-
memorating the 14th anniversary at GHQ last year. 

tary put words in his mouth to tell the 
Philippine press that "there was no 
massacre," Ututalum did not even 
raise his eyebrow. 

A nd fifth, there was Abu/ Khair 
A /onto, w ho used to be speaker of th e 
regional assembly of M arcos autono­
mous reg ion XII . Tr~e, he was at one 
t ime a senior · memper of ~he MNLF 
in the early stages of the present 
struggle, but since 1973 he has been 
bouncing back and forth between the 
jungle of Lanae province and M arcos 
presidential palace, now a rebel, now 

a palace boy. Today, he is a business 

partner of Mrs. M arcos. 

These are among the personali­

t ies who went to Karach i and signed 

the so-called 'Omnibus Resolution · and 

they are the so-called leaders who 

pre tend to represent the genuine in­

terest of the M uslim people in south­

ern Ph ilippines. 

Not to be overlooked is the pre­

sence in Karachi of officials like Rear 

Admiral Romulo Espaldon, the Philip­

pines' minister on Islamic affairs, who 

disguised himself as Admiral Mohsen. 

A christian who pre tends to have con ­

verted to Islam, Espaldon is an apost­

ate ( munafiq) and is the man respon­

sible for the death of more than 125,000 

innocen t Muslim civi lians in southern 

Ph ilippines w hen he w as for seven 

years chief of the Philippine military 's 

southern comman d ch arged w ith the 
task of launch ing the campaign against 
the M uslim peopie. 

Indeed, in a follow-up letter Feb­
ruary 9 addressed to Habib Chatti ex­
posing the real nature of the Ka rachi 
dia logue, the MNLF chairman w as led 
to conclude that it " w as f inanced and 
supported by the Philippine govern­
ment." Most emphatically, the letter 
cha rged that "the dialogue was an 
outcome of a sinister meeting between 
Mr. lnamullah Khan and President 
Marcos last December 19-20, 1982 at 
M alacanang Palace in Manila. " It was 
Espaldon who arranged the meeting 
and escorted lnamullah Khan to the 
presidential palace. The aim, in M isu­
ari 's words, was "to gain recogni t ion 
and approval of his ( M arcos) unlaw ­
ful and unilateral implemen tat ion of 
the Tripoli Agreemen t," an d dress his 
bogus autonomy in the south w ith 
some form of intern at ional legitimacy. 

At th is j uncture, M r. lnamullah 
Khan w ill do w ell to be fo rewarned to 
prevent him from fa lling prey to decep­
t ion M arcos style. 

The MNLF, therefore, v iew ed the 

dia logue as part of an over-all co lon ial 

plot to liquidate the Bangsamoro Re­

volution and Islam in the Bangsamoro 

homeland. Misuari made it clear th at 

the MNLF would not want to part icip­

ate in such evil conspiracy neither did 

" w e authorize them to use the name 

of our Organization." 
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Gloomy Economy ... 

STRATEGIC HAMLETS 
The fa ilure of the Un ited States that violations of their order would 

( from page 1) 
only 4,084.7 million dolla rs, registering 
a deficit of 2,068.9 million. 

The value of the peso was expect­
and Vietnamese armies in their strate- invite kicks on one's belly or the gun's ed to depreciate fu rthe r. as a 12 per 
gic hamlet program during the war in butt on the head. cent depreciation was registered in 
Vietnam more than a decade ago What is worst in Joie is that, the 

1982
_ 

seems to have been lost on the Mar- soldiers have taken turn at harvesting Total Philippines fo reign borrow­
cos military planners in southern Phi- the crops of the people, especially ing was expecte d to reach an all-time 

lippines. becoming rich or middlemen by buy- high _ at 18.8 billion dollars in 1983, 
Since August 1981, the Marcos ing the farmer's produce at low prices upped by 2.8 billion from 1982's 16 

regime's mil itary has embarked on the and selling them in turn to end-buyers billion dollars. 

same program in M indanao, particu- at exhorbitant profits. In another study, that of the Che­

larly in the provinces of Davao del .-----------------; mical Bank. the Philippines is forecast 
Norte, Davao del Sur, Kutawato, Zam- UNHCR REPS VISIT to " go through a f iscal tight-rope ba-
boanga del Sur, Bukidnon and Agusan . BANGSAMORO REFUGEES lancing" for 1983. and to keep down 

Fortunately, many concerned Sandakan, Sabah, January 5, 1983 its expenditures to be able t o "attain 
groups actively working to expose (BMNews) _ a deficit -GNP ratio agreeable to its 

· violations of human rights by the Mor- Representatives of the United international creditors," (Times Jour-
cos regime such as the Hong Kong- Nations High Commission for Refu- nal, Jan. 11 , 1983) . 
based Resource Center for Phil ippine gees (UNHCR) today visited Kam- Hence, as Philippine officials 
Concern (RCPC) and other groups in pong Gallam here where about five predicted an almost 50 per cent bud­
Europe supporting the Ph ilippine strug- thousand Bangsamoro refugees are get deficit for 1983 ( for example by 
gle have been untiringly circulating temporarily sheltered. The Kampong is Assembly-men Jesus Villagas of Cebu, 
reports documenting the hardships of situated some 1.5 kilometers west of ( in Bulletin Today, Dec. 14. 1982), a 
people herded into the hamlets . the town proper. final cut of 18 per cent from the 66 

More than 377,000 peopl e have Mrs. Charlotte Stevens, UNHCR billion-peso national budget (about 7 
been forced into 276 hamlets in the is- Community Development Supervisor billion dollars) was approved. an d the 
/and of M indanao alone, according to and four others called on Hadji Abdu- Filipinos would have to further un­
on e report from London recently, many rahman Ismail a known leader of the dergo sacrifices due to reduct ion of 
of whom ignorant farmers coerced by Bangsamoro Muslim refugees in the infrastructure spending and less help 
the military to abandon their farms area . 

1 

' for ailing companies," (Bulletin Today, 
and gathered in these military-control - During their visit, Mrs. Stevens Jan. 11 . 1983) . 
led " live-ins." and party inquired into the problems of I---N-S_F_G_U_N_D_ O_W_:-:N~P~A-=------

But now condit ions have become the refugees; their actual numbers; Road Security 
so unbearable that many of the people means of livel ihood; and their children's Three Philippine army t roopers 
hamletted are demanding to be allowed education . The data supplied by the were gunned down at barrio Mahnang, 
to go back home. A repentant baran- refugee leader reinforced the research 8 kilometers southeast of Jolo town 
gay off icial of the regime recently con- of the UNHCR on the refugee prob- last November 20, 1982. A unit of the 

fessed that , wh ile he favored the lems. MNLF National Striking Force (NSF) 
program in the beginn ing, now he has Hadii Ismail pointed out that " his mounted the assault. 
"seen th e bad effect of hamletting , people not only in his area, are in need Philippine government reports re­
especially the terrible sickness brought of shelters and other supports to up- vealed that said t roopers belonged to 
on the people, that he can no longer lift their living condit ion." the 10th 18 Ph ilippine army roa d se­
say whether it has done any good." Deploring the pl ight of the Bang- curity team. Its army command admit -

As reports have forcused on M in- samoro refugees, and seeing for her- te d no further casualty on its rank but 
danao island, however, similar hamlet- self the congestions in the refugee claimed that " rebel commander Boy 
ting program in Basilan, Jolo. and slums, Mrs. Stevens consoled Hadji Langki was woun ded in the attack." 
Tawi-Taw i islands, have gone on vir- Ismail that " housing projects are now Mayor, Colonel Ambushed 
tually unnoticed. being built in Sandakan solely for the Ozamis City, January s. 1983 

lnJolo, for example a stretch of refugees." She added, that " in the not ( BM News ) _ The municipal mayor of 
twelve-kilometer run along Jolo-Parang too distant t ime, they will be relocat- Sapang-Dalaga and an Army colonel 
road have been crowded w ith people ed to some other areas where they of the 9th 18 Philippine army were 
from remote villages where the mili- will be properly housed." ambushed at Kilometer 25, south of 
tary have ordered them to construct Mrs. Stevens and party left for th is city. 
make-shift houses in clusters. other refugee centers with assurance Mayor Yap and the Colonel were 

The villages are being depopulat- that "UNHCR material assiStance riding on a military :eep in the corn ­
ed. The scene on the road side is no would be forthcoming. LaSt year, she pany of 10 army personnel when mor­
better than concentration camps w ith had also visited Kampong Gallam re- t ally gunned down by elements of the 
detachments of soldiers all around. fugee center and interviewed handi- Bang so M oro A rmy. An Army captain 
Every movement, especially of the capped victims of the south Philippines an d 7 other security soldiers were also 

menfolks, is monitored by the military w ar. confirmed dead in the ambush. 
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MNLF REPRESENTATIVES 
SPEAK IN TEHRAN SCHOOLS 

Representatives of the Moro Na-
tional Liberation Front have been kept 
busy with speaking engagement in 
schools in Tehran . 

. MNLF representatives, in photo above, 
were kept busy speaking to Tehran 
students 

In 11 days from February 12-23, 
· they were invited to six high schools 
to speak to Iran students on the Bang­
samoro ·Revolution, the Muslim people 
in southern Philippines, and the gene­
ral 

0

character of the Marcos 'regime, 
particularly its alliance ( reliance on) 
w ith American imperialism and world 

SORRY TO IP H llll?PI_N lE 
JOURNALDSM 

A senior member of the MN LF 
wrote Mahardika denouncing the Phi­
lippine press and journalism for being 
"nothing more than a tool of Marcos 
in perpetrating h·is crimes against the 
peoples of Bangsamoro and the Philip­
pines ." 

In a letter dated January 19, 
1983, Nizam Abubakar said sorry " to 
the Philippines press and journalism." 
He was reacting to a false story in 
Philippines Times Journal of Decem­
ber 1, 1982, wherein it was reported 
that "nine . commanders" of the Moro 
Nation~! Liberation Front, purportedly 
led by Nizam hi~self, had joined the 
governm~nt · and accused the MNLF 
chairman, N~r Misuari, of favoritism. 

Nizam's letter characterized the 
Tim~s Journal story as pure fabrica­
tion, a routine effort of Marcos pro­
pagandi~ts to S

0

mear the. leadership of 
the MN~F ~nd also a "vicious attempt 
to confuse and mislead not only the 
Bangsamoro people and the Filipino 
people but mor~ so, the rest of the 
freedom,-lo"'.ing peoples of t~e world." 

----------------- zionism. 
PHILIPPINES TO "BORROW · 1n all the schools, some with stu-
$2.8 BILLION IN 1983 dents o·f up to 7,000, the students and 
The Philippines is to borrow a to- teachers alike, responded with com-

tal of 2.8 bill ion do11ars in 1983 t o mitment of supports to the Bangsa ­
service " urgent needs" according to moro people until victory is achieved. 
an announcement by the country 's The MNLF speakers reminded 
centra l bank recently ( Philippines their listeners of imam Khomeini's 
Daily Express, January 7,-1973) . words in June 1979 that the "victory 
· This foreign loan would include I of the Islamic Revolution in Iran will 

$1 billion in commercia l credit, $1 bil- not be complete until the oppressed 
lion worth of' official development as- Bang~a'moro people shalf also gai~ 
sistan ce or soft loans, $510 million their victory." 
from the lnterna tionl Monetary Fund 
(IM F) to finance deficit in the balance­
of-payment, and $300 mill ion structural 
adjustment loan from the World Bank , 
to "finance ·priority development pro­
jects." 

In making the announcement for 
this year's foreign borrowing, the 
counfry 's central bank gover'nor, Jaime 
Laya; said. that the· Philippines' foreign 
borrowing ceiling for 1983 will be re­
view ed and increased in the middle of 
th

0

e yea'r "to ·accommodate the· needs 
of government' and industry.' .-

With last· year's tota.i"at . $16 bil­
lion, . the Phil ippines fo re ig·n . d·ebt in 
1983 will ' be expected to reach 'a new 
high of $18.8· billion ,' heightening the 
eccinomic·crisis no\v 'being· face by the 
Marcos regime. 

CROWNED! 
, Ali Dimaporo, puppet governor of 

Lanao ,del Sur and President of Min­
·danao State University, was crowned 
sultan of Masiu, Lanao· del Sur on 
Saturday, December 18, 1982. 

· The crowning has reported ly 
sparked controversy when people who 
knew Dimaporo's background began 
to circulate words questioning the 
" sultan's royal lineage. 

The question at th e back of their 
mind: why did it take the governor 
that long to have him proclaimed when 
he had been lording over the oppres• 
sed Muslim people of Lanao for de­
cades? If he really belongs to the Ra­
nao royal , house? 


