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UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN

PAT SAIKI
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. — JULY 1990

Saiki and Bush Discuss 
Hawaii Issues
Congresswoman Saiki 
recently met with Presi­
dent George Bush in the 
White House Oval Office, 
and used that opportunity 
to discuss several issues 
affecting Hawaii.

Among other issues dis­
cussed by Saiki and the 
President were the impor­
tance of Hawaii’s sugar in­
dustry, the military use of 
Kahoolawe, and the need 
for federal disaster assis­
tance for Kalapana.

Aloha!

Several important 
developments have oc­
curred in the Congress 
since my last report to 
you. Major legislation to 
preserve the environment 
and to protect disabled 
people has advanced. Yet 
with only a few months 
left in the 1O1st Con­
gress, many issues still 
remain unresolved.

Clean Air Measure 
Passes House

In this report, I have high­
lighted some of these 
developments and in­
cluded a status report on 
major legislation. I have 
also included some of the 
early responses to the 
1990 questionnaire, 
which I believe you will 
find of interest.

As the 101 st Congress 
concludes its business, I 
hope you will not hesitate 
to write me to let me 
know your views on the is­
sues, or to let me know if 
I can be of assistance to 
you in any way!

Patricia Saiki
Member of Congress

Sincerely yours,

Final Outcome Still Uncertain
On May 23, the House of Representatives passed comprehensive 

legislation to renew and revise the Clean Air Act. The Clean Air Act is 
the nation’s most important law in setting standards for various forms 
of air pollution, from smokestacks to automobiles. Congress woman 
Saiki voted for the legislation and was an original co-sponsor of the bill 
to renew clean air laws.

The measure passed the House after several days of debate. The 
Senate has already passed a similar measure, so a House-Senate con­
ference will work out differences. There is optimism that a final 
measure will be enacted into law this year, in spite of several controver­
sial issues.

Certain regions of the country will likely be hit hard by some of the 
bill’s regulatory and cost provisions. Because of conflicts between 
regional areas, the Clean Air Act has not been re-authorized since 1977.

Here are some of the major provisions of the Clean Air Act amend­
ments which may be at issue in the House-Senate conference:
A Acid Rain — Although both bills deal with the acid rain prob­

lem, the conference must resolve a controversy over the use of 
extra pollution allowances which can be sold to pay for pollution 
control equipment or for utility expansion.

A Smog — The House bill contains tougher language on smog con­
trols, including the size of non-attainment areas, the scope of 
federal clean-up plans, and the number of pollution sources af­
fected.

A Clean-Fuel Cars — Car manufacturers may oppose a House 
provision which requires a pilot program to develop up to 
300,000 “clean-fuel” vehicles.

A Air Toxics — The House and Senate bills differ on the use of con­
trols for air toxics, the most dangerous type of air pollution to 
human life. Both bills deal with the issue.

A Tailpipe Emissions House and Senate provisions differ over 
the conditions required to cause future tailpipe emissions limits 
to come into effect.
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Saiki Amendments For Native 
Hawaiian Housing Approved By 

House Committee
For the first time, Native 

Hawaiians may become eligible 
for federal housing programs, be­
cause of a series of amendments 
authored by Congresswoman 
Saiki, a Member of the Housing 
Subcommittee of the Banking 
Committee.

Congresswoman Saiki success­
fully proposed amendments to 
allow Native Hawaiians to receive 
housing assistance under the 
Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program as well as 
other multi-family programs, 
such as Section 202 funds for low-

income elderly, and Section 8 
grants for low-income families. 
Previously, Native Hawaiians 
have been excluded from these 
programs because of racial restric­
tions contained in the Civil Rights 
Act.

Hawaii receives some $15 mil­
lion annually in federal funds for 
the Community Development 
Block Grant program alone. In ad­
dition, the federal government 
spends approximately $18 billion 
per year on other various housing 
programs.

Native Hawaiians will now be 
able to participate in these 
programs, when the Saiki Amend­
ments are enacted into law. This 
is especially important, since one 
of the major stumbling blocks of 
the Hawaiian Homes program 
has been the inability to establish 
infrastructure for housing to ac­
tually put people on the land.

The housing legislation with 
the Saiki Amendments goes to the 
House floor shortly for final pas­
sage. The prospects are very good 
for enactment.

HAWAII’S HIGH COST-OF-LIVING 
ADDRESSED BY CONGRESS

HAWAII’S DISADVANTAGED TO RECEIVE 
MORE WITH SAIKI AMENDMENT

Under an amendment 
proposed by Congresswoman 
Saiki, Hawaii’s food stamp 
recipients would receive more 
money because of Hawaii’s high 
cost-of-living.

Congresswoman Saiki 
proposed the amendment with 
Alaska Congressman Don 
Young, after it became clear

that Hawaii’s and Alaska’s 
federal allotments were not 
properly tied to the cost-of- 
living.

Hawaii traditionally has a 
higher cost-of-living, particular­
ly for food and necessities, than 
most mainland states. It is es­
timated that Hawaii is losing 
$2.4 million a year under the

old allotment formula. This will 
be corrected under the proposed 
amendment.

The Saiki Amendment was 
approved by the House Agricul­
ture Committee, and is now a 
part of the House version of the 
comprehensive farm bill. This 
bill is expected to reach the 
House floor shortly for a vote.

SAIKI SEEKS PROTECTION FOR 
FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

PROPOSED CUTS RAISE JOB LOSS FEARS
The federal government is the nation’s largest 

single employer. In Hawaii alone, more than 30,000 
people work for the federal government.

“I believe this legislation 
is necessary to provide our Hawaii 

federal employees and their families 
the help and security they need in 

a time of uncertain federal 
budget decisions.”

Many in the military community have become con­
cerned about job security in the wake of talk in 
Washington of defense cuts. For that reason, Con­
gresswoman Saiki and 14 other Members of the 
House recently introduced legislation to increase

benefits for federal employees who lose their jobs be­
cause of defense cuts, such as military base closures 
and realignments.

The proposed legislation would enhance existing 
job placement programs, extend health benefits, and 
increase severance and training benefits for workers 
who lose their jobs. Speaking in support of the 
measure, Congresswoman Saiki said: “I am hopeful 
that Hawaii will not be severely impacted by any 
proposed cuts in defense spending. However, for all 
our federal employees, we must take this protective 
step to ensure that families will not be hurt by this 
year’s major budget decisions.”

The legislation has been referred to the House Sub­
committee on Human Resources, which has already 
begun hearings on the measure.



STATUS OF MAJOR LEGISLATION
There are only a few months left in the 101st Congress!
Here’s a look at what issues are still to be addressed, and where they currently stand.

House Passage Congresswoman Congressional White House
Issue Senate Passage Saiki’s Vote Conference Position

Federal 
Budget/Deficit

Yes No Currently Signature not
Yes underway required
The House and Senate have passed different budget resolutions to set overall taxing 
and spending guidelines, but no final plan has emerged. Meanwhile, congressional 
action required on individual spending bills is falling behind schedule. As of June 30, 
congressional leaders were still engaged in a budget summit with the White House to 
develop a plan to reduce the deficit to the amount required by law.

Child Care Yes Yes Currently Still has
Yes underway objections
The conference on the child care bill continues, but the Administration has objections 
over the cost and certain other provisions of the bill. However, chances remain good 
for enactment of a comprehensive child-care bill this year.

Clean Air Yes Yes Soon Likely to support
Yes to begin final measure
This is the best chance in years for the renewal of the nations’s most important clean 
air legislation. (See page 1 for details!)

Americans with 
Disabilities Act

Yes Yes Report under Will support
Yes consideration
No major obstacles to enactment

Flag-Burning 
Constitutional 
amendment

No Supports Not Supports
No amendment required amendment

The effort for a constitutional amendment to allow states to ban flag-burning appears 
to be dead for now, as neither the House nor Senate has approved the amendment 
by the 2/3 vote necessary.

Crime and Drugs No Action Supports Not yet Urging prompt
No Action anti-crime required passage

and drug bill
More than one year has passed since the President introduced his anti-crime and 
drug legislation, yet the Congress has not taken action on this legislation. In the 
meantime, pleas from law enforcement officials to gain more authority to fight crime 
go unheeded.

Civil Rights No action Supports several Not yet Still
No action provisions of required considering

pending bill
Neither chamber has yet passed legislation to revise civil rights laws in response to 
recent Supreme Court decisions. However, passage is likely this year. The 
President’s chief objection to date has been that the legislation should not mandate 
the use of racial quotas. If this objection is removed, the President is likely to sign the 
bill.

Sugar Program No action Supports Not yet Will accept
No action sugar program required existing program
A coalition of Northeastern Democrats and some Republicans in the Congress may 
work to reduce the price support level for the sugar program. The program should be 
renewed this year, but may face a close call on the issue of reduced price supports.

Family and 
Medical Leave

Yes Yes Not v t d
Yes required
The President may veto on the basis that he would prefer such benefits be voluntary. 
Congress will need a two-thirds majority in both houses to override a veto. Based on 
the vote by which the chambers passed the bill, the President’s veto is likely to be 
sustained by the Congress.

Oil Spill Liability 
and Compensation

Yes Yes Currently Likely to
Yes underway support
Several major issues are yet to be resolved but, in the wake of several oil spill 
catastrophies, this legislation is very likely to be enacted this year.



Women’s Health, Education For 
Handicapped Measures Approved

Saiki Initiatives Receive Endorsement
The House of Representatives 

recently passed two measures im­
portant to Hawaii with the sup­
port of Congresswoman Saiki.

The first measure, H.R. 4790, 
would establish a program of 
grants to states to help low-in­
come women pay for breast and 
cervical cancer testing. Con­
gresswoman Saiki, an original co­
sponsor of the measure, recently 
spoke on the House floor about 
the problem of breast cancer and 
the need for cancer testing.

Congresswoman Saiki said: 
“Medical science has the tools to 
prevent and reduce deaths due 
to breast and cervical cancer. 
Through the use of mammog­
raphy, breast cancer can be 
found at an early stage when it 
is most responsive to treatment. 
If treatment begins at this point 
the survival rate exceeds 90 per­
cent.

“The news on cervical cancer 
is even better, if detected in its

early stages through the ad­
ministration of pap smears, it is 
100 percent curable.

“Unfortunately, these screen­
ing methods are of no use to 
women who cannot afford 
private health insurance or do 
not have access to information 
on the importance of early detec­
tion methods of cancer screening.

“H.R. 4790, by eliminating the 
problem of cost, will encourage 
more women to have these medi­
cal screenings done. The end 
result will be that women will 
live healthier and longer lives.

In another action, the House 
also passed H.R. 1013, the 
reauthorization of the Education 
of the Handicapped Act. This 
legislation contains a mandate 
that states provide education for 
handicapped children, and al­
lows these children and their 
families to seek help in federal 
courts if they were denied educa­
tion assistance. This provision is 
nearly identical to legislation in­
troduced by Congresswoman 
Saiki last October.

Saiki’s legislation was offered 
in response to a Supreme Court 
decision in which the Court held 
that Congress had not made 
clear its intent that the hand­
icapped could use the federal 
courts to recover tuition assis­
tance which had been wrongly 
withheld by a state.

The Senate has passed similar 
legislation, and the bill is ex­
pected to be finalized and 
enacted into law this year.

THOUSANDS RESPOND TO 
ANNUAL QUESTIONNAIRE

Crime And Drugs, Federal Deficit Key Concerns
Responses to the 1990 annual questionnaire are 

still coming in, but already several thousand have 
been received.

Here is a snapshot of the results thus far, based 
on a small sampling of the survey:

• The top three concerns of Hawaii residents 
are: drugs and crime, the federal budget 
deficit, and the environment;

• Nearly two out of three responding said the 
Congress should NOT raise taxes but 
restrain federal spending in order to reduce 
the federal budget deficit;

• Two out of three responding favored a 
federal death penalty sentence for major 
drug traffickers;

• A significant majority of respondents felt 
that “speculative” foreign investment 
should be curtailed.

If you have not returned your questionnaire, please 
feel free to respond now, as Congresswoman Saiki’s 
office is continuing to tabulate results. If you did 
not receive a copy, please call Congresswoman 
Saiki’s Honolulu Office at 541-2570.

Congresswoman Pat Saiki
Committees:
Banking, Finance & Urban Affairs 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries
Select Committee on Aging
Congressional Caucus for Women’s Issues 
Congressional Travel & Tourism Caucus
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