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CASE: DISAPPEARANCE {with reports of Abduction) 

. VICTIM: PAULIN6 : BAGUIO, 56, married with nine (9) children, 
farmer:,. , president of . the SAMAHANG NAYON (an as.sociaJ:i..on 
6f f armers in the locality), resident of . barangay 
Montol, municipality of Bonifaiio, province of Misamis 
Occidental. 

He is a consistent public servant since 1962 up to 
the _pr_esent . . He served 9 s bar:angay ,captain of . Montol 

:in , 1;9,.p2-6?; as a c ouncil rr1ember of the municipalit,y of 
Boni:_fac io _in _. 1965-69 ; as a secretary of barangay Montol 

T in 1969-89; and a s 'a d_u.ly electE!d council member of 
,, Mol'"ltol .during the March 1989 elections. 

DATE OF THE .ABDUCTION: 15 JULY 1989 

f~ACE OF . ABDUCTION: Barangay Montol, 
Occidental 

Bonifacio, Misamis .. 

PERPETRATORS : Elements of the combined forces of the 44th 
and 55th Infantry Battalions of the 
Philippine Army (IB PA) joined by the ~embers 
of the local Citizens Armed Forces . . , 
Geographical Unit {CAFGU) of Tangub City. 

~--Government forc_es, .,.,ho believed that the rebels 1,1ho attacked 
a military d etachment in baran gay Kimat, Tangub c{ty had 
retreated in t o the hinterlands of Bonifacio town, conducted a 
massi v e counter-insurgency operation in the area. 

In ~n i nterview, a witness, who requested anonimity 
that at t,hr~'"~;_p'c;:lock in the afternoon of 14 July 1989, 
compos i te te~~ • of · the 44th, 55th IB PA and CAFGU arrived 
barangay Mon tol ( one of t~e remote barangays of Bonifacio). 
team f ired i ndiscriminately hit t ing some of the houses. 

said 
the 

in 
The 

The house of Paulino Bagu i o was one of those hit. In fact, 
pari ,o f the kitchen was dest royed while his horse nearby was 
purposely shot at. Paulino and his son-in-la.,.,, ~,ho .,.,ere in s ide 
the hous~, scampered for safety and ran towards the slope of 
thick bushes. The two remained under cover until evening when 
the firings h~d ceased. Onl y Paulino had decided to go back to 
his house late i n the night. 

-more-
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Task Force Detainees of the Philippines (TFDP) is a human rights organization established by the Association of Major Religious Superiors in the 
Philippines. TFDP believes in the inviolable dignity of the human person and his/her basic inalienable rights rn life; 10 fre('<l<>m and to the means necessary 
and suitable for the proper development of life. TFDP, therefore, strives to live up 10 the imperative of "art:ion on lwhalf of justice ... appear as a consti­
tutive dimensions of the preaching of the Gospel of the Church missi()n for the n·demption of the human ract: and its libt:rat.ion from the very opprc~-,ve 
situation" (1971 Synod of Bishops Statement). 



In the morning of 15 July 1989, according to the same 
witness, Paulino was on his wa y to attend a community prayer in 
the barangay chapel when elements of the the composite team on 
operation accosted him. The soldiers forced Paulino to guioe 
them to the nearby sitio of Lantawan (part of Brgy. Buenavista). 

Paulino 
--'. t:.ior-ro~-i a pair 

he ~-ias able 
neighbor. 

was obliged to go but first asked the soldiers to 
of rubber shoes from his neighbor. When permitted, 
to talk and inform of his predicament to the said 

The team of soldiers and CAFGUs (with Paulino tugged 
"had, iihus far' , :left >;iiheri r-e!iideri'ts of' ' ' oJµan~~i .j.,- - ·MC:ntol 

•• : ·gJnbur·s:ts. ' ., SKdft'l°·•1 ' ·,"'fu¥t:e·?;' a·· big ·- bI a ze of -fin? _, •• ' ,,.1as seen 

, a to,n_g) 
hec':ird 

from 
•,- ,; ffri~r'e> '··the '·guribursts . had . been " heard . • 

The foll 01;-1ing day, Pau 1 ino Baguio did r,ot sh'cwi up. 

;_,_,; ;,:• ;,"": Mtir~be··rS ~6f the ·falTsi'l•y ariC:l :·reicitf\./es ~,r;o ~ier-e i"r, ·lormed of the 
• 1 ast -'-. ; ~,1her~ab6ut·s of ' Pauli'ho ,,.1en't> tio' the ' spot ,,.1·1--;~r-e :.the burnino 

; ,_; t6oµ, ·pl'ac:·e -'~ and f 'our,d . i6 ' the ·hea~ ·of ': the char-red ,- .. ··,;,:emains som; 
- broPi'efi •:,, bones ·, · 'and s 'ku'l'l ';-. The re 1 atf-i/es, ·'dubious ii1hether- those 
1;-1er-e of Paulina ' s ·, 'ne'ver'theless.; collected the otwie's ';'and skull. 

Next move the f ami 1 y i+1.\.ci'i ,,..~~;:'-\o inqoi i--e at' C·- 'tt~i'e ' d'i' f iJ;:e'nt 
military detachments in Zamboanga del Sur and Misamis 
Odc:f'cierd?al; ' '1-1\o.;.ie·,,er- ~; no. i Jrif'6~'mati·of;' t\;jf any t 'race·· 'of . sor"f, l--i~1e·t'{ier 
Pau 1 ino Baguio i,.;a~ brought ·a6dfcif 'detained in any mi 1 i tary 
detachments they have inquired. 

: Pl) ~:in.:t: :-~ ! 1,1 .J.:_r.;:: 1. ... :: ,. 
,, . : . -·· 

•;ri: ·tJ'p tc/· · ; the :i;if'iting· 'df-~ tJhs f\ii-port, ·Paulino Baguio has not 
, , ·,s-·Hcl~t~d -~ , 1Jp ' , ;aA'd' ,. '. fracis; ;f • hi-s'·iJ;he~ea!&c:h.its ,. are uncertain. The 
,,· "fa·iti/1 y afrd ·, 1 -re 1 a'fi ,,ei • had ' '"'b'e2ome •• e<,en I rri'or-e ,,.mrr ied and ar-e 

inc l'i1neb ' ·;b:i 'bti 1 iev~> s\;f'o\-ig i·y 'that\ tf;de\i/cf, · -'the remains they have 
tollected are that of Paulino·s. However-, local 6fficial~ they 
have r-eouested to issue a Death Certificate r-efused the issuance 

~.- of'"' :: on'e 'c:;__.:.. riot ·Jrlti 1 • the r-erri'ains are duly exa_l'riined ··b-,i ·a ·--·medical 
t; , ex amirler·. 

(.: 

RECOMMENDED ACTiONr . , .;. 

LI <:::: 'uro~ . the ·· ·1oc'al, as well ~·s the ri~'t'ional autfior.:Ct:ies to 
·c:o~duct. a . Speedy ··.fr-ivest:±gaflori ·into the abduct.ion' 'anl "•' the 

'' 

disapp~ar-ance of Pauli~o Baguid. • • :, ,. ,( , .; 
: • ,!.,::. J: ,: • ,, .. : <' • •• :. : , ~ • { I ~ .J • • • l, :· A• • : ; ~ :;, •• ~r.,;j 

President C6~razon Aquino 
' '·MaT~caf'tang 'Pa 1 ace 

Mahi 1 a, ' Ph''i. l ippir;e'-s • 
. ~ :~ ; ': ·" < ! 

,::•,skcreta~y :Fidei '· Ram6s 

Dept. of National Defense 
Camp Crame, Quezon City 
Philippines 

Atty. Rodulfo Tan 

,:;,· 

·GeirL · Renkto c!e •.;_(1\a 
Ai=P·_ chie:/ of ;staJ·f • , 
C.imp Agu.ir\a'ldo • .. ·~ ::· ·- , __ ,; .. 

~u~~b~ _ti~y, Phllipp{h~s 
,, ,l r: .~ .; • • • 

' . i·· . ; . •. . :: :i . ( •• 
·Lt; · Col~ RodDlfo ·Abao 

I; ' ' ' Command-in<;}' ·o ·f :f {c:\Jf ,, : 

55th IB PA Headquarter-s 
Katipunan, Sinacaban 
Misamis Occidental 

L _____ ,_ ___ -=C~-H~R--'--- Region 

Hon. William Chiongbian 
Pro., i 1 1 c l -a-i--t,~• ~--n=o'""r=--- -- -

Yacapin Ext. corner Roxas St. 
Cagayan de Oro City 

Capitol Building 
Or-oquieta City 



URGENT ACTION . MONITOR 

Action taken: No; of aooea 1· 

< > Telegrams: 

<. > Telexes: 

< > Letters: 

Hote: Ii you are sending ietters please 
furnish us a cppy . 

• Addres=.eci to: 

Sender's name: 
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