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PRESS STATEMENT OF POLIT I CAL DETA I NEES . ON---THE NA~ IONA L 
SECURITY COUNO}Ji 1S DECISIOW DENYING RELEASE .. Q.F 'DETAINEES IN-
TENTIING TO RUN FOR THE IBP • -- ·'.· · •. ·.-· •. • • · .i. ·' 

.:.._ < - · • ... ,-: • - • •• • 

••• • • The National Secu.rity Cou.nc'i.l -has d~l'li~d the reiease 
of poli t.ical'~~-detainees intending to run or canpaign in the 
coning IBP electio11 because '!they- s:hould not be entitled to . 
any rie:ht and p.riviler,es other than thos~ norr1ally granted 
to oth~r detainees". . . 

c_.z 

The undersiened, who were nentioned anone:; the 14 p0-lit;.. 
1.cal detainees whose requests for release were denied, would 
l~e to poi~t out the following: 

1. We are not seeltln0 and at no tine have :aouGht preferent.:.. 
ial treatnent· • . 01.:u' ·_ letters to the nili tary clearly condi­
tioned our filing of . certificates · -of .-candidacy on . our release 
and those of all political detainees. , • • . •. : . . • 

• It is insincere to call detainees ·to participate -in ·.the 
election while they are detained. They nust firs:t be re­
lE:ased • befo:r.:e . they can run, canpaic~ or .e.:ven vote • 

..... • 1) 

2·. We filed , our requests for release, ·not on . our own iJn.i.:.. 
tiative,. but·at the instan6e of the □ilitar-y, specifically 
PC Chief Maj. Gen. F_idel V., Rar:1os, coursed through the 
for_ne:r canp corn:iande:i;- of -our det.cntion .: center, -Bicqtan Re-
ha'bili tation Center, Col. -- Ranon .S.alaya. • ··, • 

.. . 

Col~ Sal~ya cane .to our detention area at 9:30 p._n. on 
. Saturday, Feb. r 1, had six. bf us taken ont • of our cells to 
'-' oonfer.-wi th hin •. Col., Salaya explicitly said ;he was ordered 
by Gen. Ranos to se:e :U.S and invited us to file our certifl~ , 
cates of candidacy for the IRP. He even-carJ.e ~ith prepared 
drafts of letters to Rar:10s askinc· for pernanent release tq · 
enable u~ to ca□paicn, which he aske~us to oopy o~ revise, 
sicn and send to Ranos throue;h hi..IT~~ 

Col. Salaya .- asked us to have·-: the letters re~dy by Sun­
day Dorning (Feb. 1.2) 'because they-. havc _to be acted upon by 
Defense Secretary En:rile before he wa~' to leave for Cagayan 
the following day (Monday). 

3. We have Ymd several experiences with the nili tary re­
r,ardinr, offers for oµr provisional or full liberty, such 
as offers of ar.mesty. We have becone wise to such rioves 
ae nerely intended :to provide the ccvertment with pro:pagan­
da and deodorize the nartial law rcgi□e. We were there-
fore wary that the offer □ade throuch Col. Salaya could . 
be a ruse to convince ou~ people that the conin~ elections 
were so ccnuine that even political detainees wanted -to run. 

At the sane tine, however, we have to take seriously 
any initiative that would lead to the release of as Dany -
political detainees as.-possible. And we a~reed anon~ our~ 
selves to write to Gen. Raaos if only to probe the covern­
nent's sincerity in its avowal of nornalization and its call 
for full par~icipation in the election in the na□e of na­
tional unity. 

We r~de suxe, however, that our letters na~e-~t clear 
that the initial sue;cestion enanated fron t~e.nili~ary and 
that it was a condition for our filinc certificates of • 
candidacy that all political detainees, not only oursclvec, 
w~u1d be ~eleaaed. 
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4--- The National Security Council's decision has conf iru ed -
our suspicion .. It has shown that the covernnent is 11ot in­

-t13rested in neetinc a real opposition in the IEP elections -
---- despite its deplorin[ the H lack of a c enuine opposition" 

_- ,-- and- i -s f -earful of havinr, a genuinely alternative progran 
to that of tho '' New Society" projected anone:; the people. 

• L 

If it were, if - the con inc elections were authentic, 
-the re wou]_d be i1o overrid,i.nG reason for the NSC :' s a_cnyine, 
our release and that of a-11 other political detainees, espe­
/...: i a lly after the nilitary had taken tne initiative · to invite 
us to apply for release on the t; round that we we; re runnin6 

. i or the IBP~ 
,~ - . 

5' , _In thus tr if line; w .;l th µ.q, the c overnnent has also trifled 
,·11th its own elections • . It has revealed how r_~ca:ninc l Gss 
tlic elections arc. The nartial law rer;ine has also revealed 
its true nature: • a governnent ··built on fear an c1 de.ccption, 

1d-!_llinc to stop at nothinr, and to stoop to any chicaneJZy · 
ln order to -achieve its selfi~h goals. 

. . . '·\ 
{ </ We are not the least disturbed by 'ti'li..s predictable out­
'.• {,: ~G. We ·are confident the people cannot be deceived by 
t h chicanery gf the Marcos, regi□e, which is its outstanding -
'.'1 :r a cterist-ic. • It is foregone :Marc cs will "win" his elect­
-~ :~ ~·t r.i ~ hut he has just as surely lost the Filipino people '~ 

NILO S. TAYAG 
LEONCIO G. CO 
FR • EMMANUEL NA BA YRA 
JOSE E. LUlIBTA 

(Sgd~l ERLINDA TARUC-CO 

~
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