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PRESS STATEMENT OF POLITICAT DETAINEES ON THE NATIONAL -
SECURITY COUNCILL'S DECISION DENYING RELEASE OF DETAINEES IN~
TENDING O RUN-FOR THECIBE. iz i @. fal o 00T AT

The National Security Council-has denied the release
of political”detainees intending to run or canpaign in. the
coning IBP election because "they should not be entitled to .
any right and privileres other than thosg nornally granted
to other detainees", s

The undersigneéd, who were nentioned anong; the 14 polit-
ical detainees whose requests for release were denied, would
like t06 point out the following:

1. We are not seeking and at no time have sought preferent-
ial treatment, - Our letters to the military clearly condi=
tioned our filimg of certificates .of candidacy on our release
and those of all political detainees, - : :

' It is insincere to call detdinees to partioipatc"inithe
election while they are detained. They nust first be re~
leased before they can run, campaizn or even vote,

>

2. We filed:our requests for release, not on our own ini-
tiative, but at the instanc¢e of the nilitary, specifically -
PC Chief Maj, Gen, Fidel V, Ramos, coursed through the ;
forner camp corimander of our detention center, Bicutan Re-~
habilitation Center, Col.-Ranon Salaya. i

v

Col, Salaya ¢anc +to our detention area at 9:30 p.n., on . - -

- Saturday, Feb., 11, had six of us taken out of our cells to
“eonfer with hin, _ Col, Salaya explicitly said he was ordered
by Gen. Rarios to see ms and invited us to file our certifi=-
cates of candidacy for the IBP. He even. came with prepared
drafts of letters to Ranos asking for pernanent relgase.tq
enable us to campaign, which he asked us to copy or revise,
sign and send to Ramos through hirm,

Col, Salaya asked us tc have:thec letters ready by Sun-
day nmorning (Feb, 12) because they have to be acted upcn by
Defensc Secretary Enrile before he was to leave for Cagayan
the following day (Monday).

3+ Ve have had several experiences with the nilitary re-
garding offers for our provisional or full liberty, such

as offers of armesty. We have becone wise to guch nnoves

as nerely intemded to provide the governnent with propagan-—
da and deodorize the nartial law regine. We were there-—
fore wary that the offer nade through Col, Salaya could

be a ruse to convince our people that the coning elections
were so genuine that evem political detainees wanted -to TUN,

At the sane time, however, we have to take seriously
any initiative that would lead to the relcase of as many‘_
political detainees as possible., And we arreed among our=
selves to write to Gen, Ramos if only to probe the qucrn—ll
nent's sincerity in its avowal of norma;lzatlon and its ca
for full participation in the election in the nane of na-
tional unity.

We rade sure, however, that our letters made it glcar
that the initial éuggestioﬁ enanated fron tpe.ml}ltary and
that it was a 6ondition fer our filing certificates gf »
candidacy that all political detainees, not only ourseclvecs,
would be released. :
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4. The Natiorial Security Council'!s decision has confirned-
our suspicion. It has shown that the government is not in-
’terested in neeting a real opposition in the IRP elections

~= despite its deploring the "lack of a genuine opposition"
w— and is fearful of having a genuinely alternative progran
to that of thc "New Society" projected amonz the people,

If it were, 1f the coniing elections were authentic,
there would be no overriding reason for the NSC's denying
our relcase and that of all other political detainecs, espe-
2ially after the nilitary had taken the initiative to invite

us to apply for release on the ground that we were running
.10%. the IBP,

5. In thus trifling with va, the governnent has alsoc trifled

with its own elections, It has revealed how ncaningless

+Le clections arc, The rmartial law regine has also revecaled
its true natures a governrient built on fear anc dcception,

J?Wllnr to stop at nothing and to stoop to any chicanexy -

1 order to-achieve its selfigh goals.

%. We are not the least disturbed by ﬁhls prcdictable out— '
coie.  We are confident the people cann6t be deceived by

¢t ¢hicanery of the Marcos regine which is its outstanding-’
cfaracteristic,” It is foregone Marccs will "win" his elect-
;onsa but he has just as surely lost the Filipino people.
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