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Pilina Ulana 

(HPS Notes/Commentary) 

Auntie Emma was the only kūpuna hula we met with in the early years of HPS who was a 

native speaker of Hawaiian.  Being from a most rural environment on Hawaiʻi Island – the 

lands of Puna – her country and subsistence upbringing set her apart from most elders we 

had spoken with by that time, for she was raised immersed in her mother tongue.  Most 

others we were interviewing came from families who had made the decision, conscious or 

otherwise, to not pass on the language to their children in that time of great change and 

westernization for the islands.  When we met Auntie Emma in her twilight years, she was 

living in Hilo but shared how she had lost her Puna home to Pele years earlier.  The most 

striking comment from that discussion was that she was “happy” her home had burned 

from Pele’s heat (versus being run over by lava), so she could collect her insurance and 

rebuild.  That sums up our kūpuna – persevering through difficult times and 

circumstances and finding the blessings! 

Nā Kikohoʻe Pili 

(Related Digital Materials) 

- Photographs & Transcripts from interview session (2001, 2003) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kupuna  (Elder) Emma Kapunohuulaokalani Stone Kauhi 

Lā Hānau  (Birthdate) September 3, 1916  

Lā Hala  (Death date) November 8, 2008  

Wahi Hānau (Birthplace) Kapaʻahu, Kalapana, Hawaiʻi Island 

Nā Makahiki  

(Interview years) 

2001, 2003 

Nā Loina Hoʻohana 

(Access & Use) 

➢ This Finding Aid is a guide for interviews in the HPS Oral History Library; Each 

document may contain multiple interview sessions with multiple tapes for each 

session. 

➢ Detailed keywords & topics are listed in the order they occurred in the conversation 

➢ In the “Nā Huaʻōlelo (Detailed keywords & topics)” field, items in parentheses 

following the term are meant to clarify its meaning and/or context 

➢ HPS does not include Hawaiian diacritical markings in peoples’ names, mele titles, 
or commercial names/locations that do not historically use them (i.e. Halekulani 

Hotel) 

➢ For questions regarding materials referenced herein, and/or Access & Use of 

content, please contact archive@hulapreservation.org or call (808) 247-9440 

➢ If you have knowledge of any corrections that need to be made, please contact us – 

we appreciate your kōkua 

mailto:archive@hulapreservation.org
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Helu Wikiō (Tape #) HPS 0072 

Lā (Interview Date) 11/28/2001 

Wahi  (Location) Keaukaha, Hilo, Hawaiʻi Island 

Kanaka Nīnauele 

(Interviewer(s) 

Nona Beamer, Maile Loo  

Nā Kumuhana 
(Broad subjects) 

B-Roll, General Conversation, Hawaiian Language, Names of People, Family Childhood (non-

hula), Family Members, Places, Hula Pele Stories, Family, Hawaiian Culture, Family 

Schooling, Hula Opinions 

 

Nā Huaʻōlelo 
(Detailed keywords 

& topics) 

mānaleo, Bishop Estate/ Kamehameha Schools, Niʻihau Hawaiian, Hawaiian language, maikaʻi, 

Christianity, Puna, Pele, Kapoho, Haili Congregational Church, Laka, Kapaʻahu, 

Halemaʻumaʻu, ʻōhelo berries (hoʻokupu for Pele), haumia, Keaʻau, gin (hoʻokupu), ti leaf, 

hoʻokupu, Brown family, California (state), Hilo Bay, Michigan, lauhala, Joseph "Joe" 

Kahaulelio (kumu hula), USO (United Service Organizations), hula kahiko (ancient hula), kumu 

hula, Makee Ailana (hula), Mahi Beamer (entertainer), Joe Camacho (musician), hula 

competition 

 

 

 

 

 

Helu Wikiō (Tape #) HPS 0071 

Lā (Interview Date) November 28, 2001 

Wahi  (Location) Keaukaha, Hilo, Hawaiʻi Island 

Kanaka Nīnauele 

(Interviewer(s)) 

Nona Beamer, Maile Loo  

Nā Kumuhana 
(Broad subjects) 

General Conversation, Family Names, Names of People, Places, Family Lifestyle, Family 

Locations, Family Members, Hula First Memories, Reference Chant, Family Spouse/Children, 

Hawaiian Language, Family Schooling, Family Childhood (non-hula), Hula, Hula Training, 

Hula Implements, Hula Performance 

 

Nā Huaʻōlelo 
(Detailed keywords 

& topics) 

Kapaʻahu (Hawaiʻi Island), Konanui family, Kalapana (Hawaiʻi Island), taro, poi, Kahaikauila 

Punahoa Konanui (ESK grandmother), Ke Ola Pono No Nā Kūpuna (Alu Like program), Hilo, 

Walmart, oli aloha (greeting/ welcome chant), chant/ chants/ chanting, Honolulu, Puna 

(Hawaiʻi), California (state), Kapiolani Community College (KCC), Pidgin English, ʻAha 

Pūnana Leo, University of Hawaiʻi-Hilo, Punaluʻu, Kaʻū, night names, Kapunohuulaokalani 

(ESK Hawaiian name from mother), Kaohaiulaokalani (ESK’s other Hawaiian name from 

grandmother), Aunt Heeia (Emma) (ESK aunt she was named for), YWCA (Richards Street), 

Alice Keawekane (kumu hula), Loyal Garner (daughter of Alice Keawekane), hapa haole songs, 

(City and County) Parks and Recreation, Joseph Kahaulelio (kumu hula), Lillian Vincent (kumu 

hula), Rae Fonseca (kumu hula), ʻulīʻulī/ ʻuliʻuli (implement), ipu (implement), Kona, ʻukulele/ 

ukulele (musical instrument), Kaahumanu (mele), Kalena Kai (hula), Star of the Sea (church in 

Kalapana), Kalapana School, Galileo High School (California) 
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Helu Wikiō (Tape #) HPS 0302 

Lā (Interview Date) 11/03/2003 

Wahi  (Location) Hilo, Hawaiʻi Island 

Kanaka Nīnauele 

(Interviewer(s) 

Maile Loo 

Nā Kumuhana 
(Broad subjects) 

B-Roll, Family Names, Hawaiian Culture, Family Members, Places, Hula, Hula Training, 

Names of People, Military, Hula/Music Performance, Reference Song, Hawaiian Language, 

Hula Motivation, Family Spouse/Children, Family Schooling, Hula Advice, Reference Chant, 

Family Lifestyle, Family Locations 

 

Nā Huaʻōlelo 
(Detailed keywords 

& topics) 

night names, ʻaumākua/ aumakua/ aumakua, Campbell Estate, hula kuʻi, Puna (Hawaiʻi), 

Kahaikauila Punahoa Konanui (ESK grandmother), Fred Punahoa (Aunt Emma Heeia's son), 

Isabel (Aunt Emma Heeia's daughter), Emma (Aunt Emma Heeia's daughter), Rae Fonseca 
(kumu hula), Alice Keawekane (kumu hula), YWCA (Richards Street), Loyal Garner 

(entertainer), Kimo Garner (musician), Annie Hu (ESK cousin), Genoa Keawe (entertainer), 

Joseph “Joe” Kahaulelio (kumu hula), USO (United Service Organizations), No Keaha No Oe 

(mele), Lillian Vincent (kumu hula), Kalapana School, Pāhoa, Kupuna Hula Festival in Kona, 

Pomaikai Senior Center, Kamana Senior Center, Kalena Kai (hula), Oli Aloha, Olaa Plantation 

(locale), Kona, laʻau lapaʻau, Hilo 

 

 

 

 


