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(tongres# of tfje ®mtei) States
OTa$ff)ington, 53C 20515

September 23, 1999

The Honorable William M. Thomas
Chairman
Subcommittee on Health
Committee on Ways and Means 
1136 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We understand that you and your subcommittee may soon be considering legislation which 
restores funding to health care providers within the Medicare system, including home health care 
agencies.

We are cosponsors and supporters of H.R. 1917, the Home Health Care Preservation Act. 
Among other provisions, this measure targets relief to agencies who care for patients who lie 
outside the normal parameters of care, commonly referred to as outliers. Our approach has 
garnered broad support from across the political and ideological spectrum, in part because we 
realize the importance of providing care to this population. While many of us remain supportive 
of additional legislative efforts, such as further delaying or repealing the 15% additional cut, we 
all support providing immediate relief to agencies who care for the sickest and frailest of home 
health care patients.

The Balanced Budget Act (BBA) also recognized the need to care for these patients by 
creating an outlier provision within the prospective payment system (PPS) for “unusual variations 
in the type or amount of medically necessary care.” Unfortunately, with the extension of the 
interim payment system (EPS) and the delay in implementation of the PPS, the outlier provision 
for home health care agencies has also been delayed. Our legislation would rectify this situation 
and provide immediate and retroactive relief to those home health care agencies who care for the 
sickest and frailest of patients. Further, our legislation is fully implementable by HCFA and 
represents a low cost and efficient solution to an important problem

As your committee continues its difficult work on providing relief to health care providers 
adversely impacted by the BBA, we urge you to include our outlier provision for home health 
care agencies. As always, we look forward to continuing our work with you on this important 
issue.

Tom Coburn, MD 
Member of Congress

Van Hilleary
Member of Congress
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