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UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN

PAT SAIKI
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 — MAY 1989

Aloha!

The recent oil spills in 
Alaska and Hawaii 
have prompted the Con­
gress to examine many 
aspects of the rules and 
regulations regarding 
the shipment of oil. This 
will be one of the most 
important topics we con­
sider in the Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries 
Committee this session.

I hope that you will let 
me know if you have any 
particular ideas which 
I should consider as the 
Congress moves toward 
its examination of this 
matter.

Other matters of inter­
est to Hawaii are also 
included in this report, 
and if you have com­
ments or suggestions on 
any of them, please let 
me know by writing to 
me either in Hono­
lulu or "Washington.

hen the first spill occurred in 
Hawaii in 1989, Congresswoman 
Pat Saiki consulted with experts 

about emergency response systems, 
tanker requirements and regula­

tions, and ways to prevent 
future oil spills.

As a result of her inquiries, 
Saiki introduced a bill, H.R. 
1403, to study the hazardous 
substances emergency 
response systems which cur-
rently exist for 
Hawaii.

The legisla­
tion also re­
quires that a 
report be com­
pleted on the 
adequacy of 
current oil pol­
lution contin­
gency plans, as 
well as current

Congress 
Addresses 

Oil 
Spills

capabilities to assess damage 
to the natural resources and 
overall environment of 
Hawaii. Other provisions of 
the bill call for a review of 
shipping hazards and risks 
posed to the environment by 
various activities.

Congresswoman Saiki is 
also an original co-sponsor of 
comprehensive oil spill

liability legislation, H.R.
1465, introduced by the Chair­
man of the House Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries Commit­
tee, Walter Jones.

The Jones 
measure would 
define liability 
boundaries and 
responsibility 
guidelines for 
damages from oil 
pollution, as well 
as establish a 
fund for the 
clean-up of and 
compensation for

damages from oil spills.
In April, both the House 

and Senate held hearings on 
the Alaska oil spill. The House 
Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries Committee plans to 
consider oil spill legislation 
shortly. Legislation passed by 
the Committee is expected to 
be voted upon by the full 
House as soon as possible.



Clean Ocean 
Task Force
Congresswoman Patricia 
Saiki joins two of her col­
leagues at a Capitol news 
conference to present legisla­
tion from the Clean Ocean 
Task Force. The bill addres­
ses the problem of oil spills 
and calls for early response 
to such events if they occur. 
Congressman Jim Saxton of 
New Jersey (middle) and 
Congressman Porter Goss 
of Florida also attended.

CONGRESS TO CONSIDER 
FOOD SAFETY ISSUES

In the wake of recent news 
reports which have created 
doubt over some of the food we 
eat, the Congress will be debat­
ing the adequacy of current 
food safety regulations.The 
House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce is expected to 
introduce legislation and 
schedule hearings in May on 
the issue of increased safety of 
the nation’s food supply. New 
legislation will amend the 
Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act 
by placing more stringent 
standards for pesticide 
residues on food.

Food Tampering: The ■
“Chilean Grape Scare” is past, 
but although this incident went 
by without any harm to 
American consumers, the issue 
became a significant foreign 
policy issue and raised ques­
tions about the exposure of im­
ported food products to 
tampering. While the matter of

monitoring the safety of food 
imported into the U.S. was ad­
dressed in last year’s Omnibus 
Trade Bill (Public Law 100­
418), the House Subcommittee 
on Health and the Environ­
ment is expected to include dis­
cussion on this topic in its May 
hearings.

Seafood Inspection: Many 
Americans are unaware that 
seafood is the only major “meat 
type” product which is not sub­
ject to federal inspection, as 
are poultry and beef. Over the 
past decade, as Americans 
have been encouraged to eat 
more seafood as part of a heal­
thy diet, incidents of unsafe or 
contaminated seafood have oc­
curred, causing sickness and 
death in some cases.

While a voluntary seafood in­
spection program currently ex­
ists, the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) is

conducting a national study on 
the safety of all seafood and in­
dustry practices for the pur­
pose of making 
recommendations for a man­
datory federal seafood inspec­
tion program. Completion of 
this study and a report is ex­
pected early next year.

Legislation has been intro­
duced by Representative Byron 
Dorgan to require that the 
Secretary of Agriculture estab­
lish mandatory seafood inspec­
tion of the commercial 
processing of all freshwater 
and saltwater fish and shellfish 
products for human consump­
tion. Congresswoman Saiki 
will be addressing the Man­
datory Fish Inspection Act of 
1989, H.R. 1387, in the 
Fisheries and Wildlife Conser­
vation and the Environment 
Subcommittee where it has 
been referred.



MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE 
CLEARS HOUSE

Congresswoman Pat Saiki voted in sup­
port of President Bush’s plan to raise the 
minimum wage to $4.25 an hour.

The President’s proposal would also 
have allowed employers to pay a lower 
training wage of $3.35 to first-time 
employees for up to six months. The plan 
was defeated by just 20 votes. The House 
instead passed a bill to raise the mini­
mum wage to $4.55 by 1992 and allow 
the payment of training wages for the 
first two months.

Prospects for Enactment
Since the minimum wage level that 

passed is higher than the President’s 
proposal, it is likely that the President 
will veto the proposal. The Senate has 
also recently passed legislation which 
calls for a higher minimum wage than 
the President has stated he will support.

Saiki Endorses Higher Earned 
Income Tax Credit

Amid growing concern that raising the 
minimum wage would increase inflation 
and put hundreds of thousands out of

work, a new proposal to expand the 
earned income tax credit (EITC) was 
developed. Congresswoman Saiki sup­
ported efforts to expand EITC provisions 
as an alternative to the minimum wage 
increase.

The EITC assists low-wage, working 
families by allowing them a tax break. 
These families are given the choice of 
either paying less taxes throughout the 
year or receiving a refund at the end of 
the year.

The EITC was initially created in 1975 
and was most recently expanded in 1986. 
It was designed to raise the take-home 
pay of low income workers without rais­
ing employer’s costs and creating more 
unemployment.

Currently families with incomes below 
$18,576 and at least one working parent 
and one child are eligible for this credit 
(maximum credit is $874).Unfortunately, 
a vote along party lines prevented any 
proposals to expand this tax credit from 
being considered as part of the Fair 
Labor Standards Amendments Act.

ROOSEVELT HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS IN THE CAPITOL
The Close-Up Foundation’s New 
Americans program brought 
Roosevelt’s ManWun Li, YuChin 
Kim, and Chun Yip Siu to 
Washington where they and their 
teacher, Joy Denman, joined Con­
gresswoman Patricia Saiki for pic­
tures before continuing with their 
exciting activities.



HELP FOR HOMEBUYERS

JLhe purchase of a first 
home remains one of the most 
difficult financial concerns of 
many young people, par­
ticularly in Hawaii where real 
estate costs are much higher 
than the national average. 
Here are some measures 
which will be considered by 
the Congress to help en­
courage home ownership.

The First Time Homebuyers Act of 
1989

Congresswoman Pat Saiki has co-spon­
sored with several other Members of Con­
gress legislation to allow Individual 
Retirement Accounts (IRA’s) to be used 
toward the purchase of a first home. The 
bill allows funds to be withdrawn from an 
IRA up to $5,000 for an individual, or 
$10,000 for a couple, without initial tax 
penalty if those funds are used toward a 
downpayment on a first home.

Protecting the Mortgage Interest 
Deduction

As the Congress attempts to find ways to 
reduce the budget deficit, some have sug­
gested lowering the limit on the mortgage 
interest deduction, or eliminating the 
deduction for second homes.

Congresswoman Saiki and other Mem­
bers of Congress are engaged in efforts to 
defeat any tampering with this deduction. 
Saiki is a co-sponsor of a resolution oppos­
ing any further restrictions on the 
mortgage interest income tax deduction. 
The mortgage interest deduction is a vital 
means to make owning a home affordable.
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