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SPEECH TO BE DELIVERED BY SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE 
Democratic State Convention of Nevada 
Convention Hall, Las Vegas, Nevada
Saturday, May 9, 1964

A LOOK AT THE RECORD

I am deeply honored to be with you -- my fellow Democrats -­
in this great and growing State of Nevada. And I am delighted to have 
this opportunity to review the record of accomplishments that we have 
achieved under the leadership of the Democratic Party.

But before we take a look at the record I want to say a word 
about your Senator and my good friend Howard Cannon. I have the 
privilege of serving with him on the important Armed Services Com­
mittee. He is also a member of the powerful Committee on 
Aeronautical and Space Sciences and the Committee on Commerce.

To these Committees he brought the unlimited energy, 
understanding, and perception which have become his personal hallmark. 
In these jobs he has developed a natural aptitude for the political process 
and he displays an unique ability to get opposing forces to work together. 
He has expanded his capacity to spot and evaluate the critical issues. He 
enjoys the respect and admiration of his colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle.

The people of Nevada and their industries and their resources 
are the primary concern of Howard Cannon. That is why he stands 
four-square behind the legislative program of the Democratic Party.

Four years ago, the Democrats won a presidential campaign. 
We won it with strong leadership and strong programs. We had vigorous 
candidates -- the late President Kennedy and President Johnson -­
dedicated to action. We had a vital program to move America forward.

Moving America Forward

Let me tell you a little bit about the Democratic program and 
what it means to Nevada.
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First, we pledged to make more jobs available, reduce 
unemployment, and speed up our economic growth.

We have made progress toward that goal. We have expanded 
the economy since 1961 and the gross national product has passed the 
$600 billion mark. Two and three quarters million people who were 
not working 37 months ago are working now. And we have enacted a 
tax bill which will increase the Nation’s wealth by $30 billion, create 
two or three million jobs, and sharpen our competitive edge in the 
world market.

In Nevada, we have added 41,000 jobs under the Democratic 
Administration. The average weekly wage in manufacturing is up by 
$10 and the average gross farm income has risen by 6 per cent. Personal 
income is up by 15 per cent. The tax cut means that consumer purchasing 
power in Nevada will increase by $24 million per year.

We have used our prospering economy to increase the number 
of nuclear weapons in strategic alert forces by 100 per cent, to increase 
the number of combat-ready Army divisions by 45 per cent, to boost the 
procurement of airlift aircraft by 175 per cent, and to increase our 
special guerilla and counter-insurgency forces by 500 per cent.

We said we would provide the maximum amount of education to 
the maximum number of our children. We have made progress toward 
that goal -- more progress, as President Johnson put it, than any 
Congress since the Land Grant College Act was passed 100 years ago.

We said we would increase the financial assistance to talented 
but needy college students. So we enacted legislation which will provide 
them $125 million in 1964 and $135 million in 1965. These funds will be 
available to many needy students in Nevada who otherwise would not be 
able to attend college.

We said we would construct new classrooms for our overcrowded 
colleges. So we launched a program to provide more than a billion 
dollars to aid in college construction. Federal loans for the construc­
tion of college housing in Nevada will rise from $1. 8 million in 1958-60 
to $2. 2 million in 1961-63.

We said vocational education must be expanded to avoid having 
8 million youngsters drop out of school unequipped for the labor market. 
So we authorized a Federal program to match State grants in aid. This 
legislation will add $760, 000 of Federal funds to the Nevada program 
during the years 1961-63.
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Xie said we wanted more physicians and dentists to take care 
of an increasing population. So we developed a 7175 million program 
for the construction and rehabilitation of facilities to train doctors, 
dentists, nurses, optometrists, pharmacists, podiatrists, and public 
health workers.

Xie said we wanted to improve the opportunities for every 
family in America to have contact with a library. So we passed a bill 
which will permit us to help build libraries for the 16 per cent of our 
population lacking facilities now, and to renovate existing libraries, 
85 per cent of which were built before 1920.

We said that job retraining for young people must be stepped 
up. So we authorized programs to set up basic reading, writing and 
arithmetic courses for youngsters who need this simple training to 
qualify for jobs. And then we authorized the Secretary of Labor to 
help unemployed workers move from areas where there are no job 
possibilities to areas where job prospects exist.

We said that every -merican family should live in a decent 
home, in a decent neighborhood, and that the effort to improve our cities 
should continue. We have taken giant steps toward these goals.

- - With a new program of low-interest, long-term loans for 
families whose income is too low to purchase decent 
private housing and too high to enter public housing.

- - With the first Federal program to preserve parks and play 
areas when urban renewal and slum clearance take place.

- - With a program to make loans for modernization and repair 
available to the hard-pressed home owner.

We can take pride in the fact that more than 4-1/2 million homes 
have been built since January 1961. These are accomplishments -- not 
campaign promises.

The Democrats took vital new programs to the country in the 
I960 campaign. And they brought vigorous new purpose to Washington 
with their victory. Task forces explored their new ideas. Executive 
departments developed plans to implement them. Congress debated 
them, weighed them, and has enacted them into law.



Republican Obstructionism

These accomplishments and others have been achieved by a 
Democratic Administration under the leadership of PresidentsKennedy 
and Johnson. The Republicans SAY they are for the best interests of 
the people, but let’s take a look at their record.

Let's see what they did when the chips were down and they had 
to act -- not talk.

The facts are that the Republican Party has voted consistently 
against the best interests of the people. The republicans have voted 
consistently against meeting the problems of their day, the challenges 
of their time.

They have consistently turned their backs on the people.

For example, take the recent votes on Tax Reduction.

In the House 72 per cent of the Republicans voted against 
reduction of Federal income taxes September 25, 1963. In contrast, 
88 per cent of the Democratic members voted for tax reduction.

This is not an isolated instance.

In 1947 and in 1948, the House Republicans voted overwhelmingly 
against two legislative proposals to give tax relief to low-income 
families.

And so the Republican record is clear in this area. The 
Republicans have consistently voted against the best interests of the 
average American. They don't care.

Now let's examine another important area -- the problem of 
unemployment.

V>rhile expressing concern theoretically over unemployment, 
the Republicans voted against doing anything about it -- again and again.

Seventy-nine per cent of the House Republicans voted in 1963 
to slash the manpower development and training program.
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Righty-eight per cent of the House Republicans voted against 
expansion of the public works program to create jobs for the unemployed.

Righty-nine per cent of the Senate Republicans voted to kill the 
proposed Youth Conservation Corps designed to attack the problem of 
unemployed teen-agers.

Ninety per cent of the Senate Republicans voted against the 
domestic Peace Corps.

Zighty-two per cent of the House Republicans voted in 1961 
against the area redevelopment program designed to provide new 
industry, new jobs and new growth for the economics of depressed 
areas.

And how do the Republicans stand on Social Security?

One leading contender for the Republican nomination for 
President has been quoted as saying he’d like to make it voluntary. 
In other words, he’d like to scrap it. More recently this candidate 
has said he doesn’t want to wreck the program that means economic 
security for the elderly, but take a look at the record of the Republican 
Party.

On the key vote on the creation of the Social Security system 
in 1935, House Republicans voted 99 per cent to recommit the legisla­
tion to committee --in effect --to kill it.

The Democratic majority passed it.

On July 17, 1962, 86 per cent of the Republicans in the Senate 
voted against Social Security health insurance for the aged. Sixty-eight 
per cent of the Democratic Senators, including your Senator Howard 
Cannon, supported it.

The truth of the matter is that the Republicans vote consistently 
against meeting the problems of the day and against the challenges of the 
time. They are always quick to say "impossible, ” or "it won't work. " 
The Republican Party has a built-in negative philosophy. It has only 
one gear: RZVZRSZ.

When the Republicans do get going, we'll hear all about what 
they’re against. And the Republicans will get going because they’ll hire 
a million dollars worth of grey-flannel Madison Avenue talent to outline
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what they’re against. They’ll be against programs and against people — 
against meeting the challenges that face America in these demanding 
times.

Democratic Action Program

But we’ll tell them what we’re FOR.

- - We’re for turning four million unemployed persons into 
contributing numbers of the labor force.

- - We’re for turning our idle industrial capacity into moving 
lines of production.

- - We’re for turning racial discrimination into brotherhood 
and opportunity.

- - We're for turning financial disaster from hospital bills 
into a confident assurance for our senior citizens that 
Social Security health insurance will protect them.

- - We’re for turning ignorance into educational opportunity by 
providing schools, scholarships, libraries, and teachers.

Back in 1959 President Johnson underlined the heritage of the 
Democratic Party quite eloquently. He said:

’’Whenever the times have demanded strong leadership, America 
has found its strength in the Democratic Party. When America 
needed vision, there was Thomas Jefferson. When Democracy 
needed a champion, there was Andrew Jackson. When peace 
needed courage, there was Woodrow Wilson. "When men needed 
faith, there was Franklin Delano Roosevelt. When freedom 
stood most in need of strength, there was Harry Truman. "

And -- we might add these words -­

When the nation needed new vision, new daring, and new 
frontiers -- there was John Kennedy.

And when it needed its strongest leadership in its darkest hour -­
Lyndon Johnson was there.
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In I960 our Democratic candidates said America is on the march, 
respected by friends and foe alike, r or the past iour years that 
Democratic administration has kept America on the march. We have 
taken ideas to the country and won the enthusiasm of the people. We 
have taken programs to the Congress and won its approval. We have 
established goals and worked toward them -- turned them into a solid 
list of accomplishments.

But, more important, we have sought new goals to make 
America stronger, to make the prospects of peace even brighter. We 
are not only willing to admit that ’’much more needs to be done, we 
are willing to do it. And it’s on that basis that we’ll campaign in 1964. 
And it's on that basis that we'll WIN.


