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NORWOOD IN WASHINGTON 

High Commissioner W. R. Norwood depart- 

ed Saipan for Washington, D. C., July 13 
to testify before the House Committee on 

Interior and ‘Insular Affairs on Trust 

Territory ceiling legislation. 3 
: He was accompanied by Joseph F. Screen, 
Assistant Commissioner for Administration. 

_ CONGRESS CONVENES FOURTH SESSION 

The Congress of Micronesia convened its 

fourth regular session Monday, July 8, in 
Saipan. The first morning's activities 
were devoted to organization. 

Leadership from the previous year was 

retained in both houses. In the Senate, 

John 0. Ngiraked (Palau) serves as presi- 
dent; Olympio T. Borja (Marianas) is vice 

' president; and Amata Kabua (Marshalis) is 
floor leader. 

Bethwel Henry of Ponape is speaker of 

the House of Representatives; Chief Petrus 

- Mailo (Truk) is vice speaker and Ambilos 
‘eshi (Ponape) is floor leader. : 

One of the first orders of business in 

the House was the swearing in of two mem- 

bers who were not present for last year's 
session: Namo Hermios (Marshalls) and Mi- 
taro Danis (Truk). Danis was in Australia 
last summer on a United Nations fellowship 

studying land management techniques. Her- 
mios was traveling in the mainland United 

States during the congress. 

In both houses the members agreed to 

keep the same committee chairmen they had 

last year. In the Senate they are: Bailey 
_Olter (Ponape), ways and means; Francis 
Nuuan, (Yap), resources and development; 

Andon Amaraich (Truk), judiciary and gov~ 
ernmental operations and Isaac Lanwi (Mar- 
shalls), education, health and social mat- 
ters. 

House committee chairmen are Raymond 

Setik (Truk), appropriations; Atlan Anien 
(Marshalls), ways and means, Chutomu Nimves 

(Truk), education, health and social mat- 
ters; -Ekpap Silk (Marshalls), resources 
and development and Soukichi Fritz (Truk), 

judiciary and governmental operations. 

‘Speaker Henry and President Ngiraked 
presented speeches for the opening of 

ctheir respective houses. Both discussed 
the impact of the jet age on Micronesia. 

emphasized the need for education and 
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: NORWOOD ADDRESSES CONGRESS 

High Commissioner W.: R. Norwood ap- 

peared before a joint session of the Con- 
gress of Micronesia on July 12 to deliver 

his annual "State of the Territory’ mes- 
sage. 

"As we met together a year ago to re- 
view the year then past and to look ahead 

at the year to come, we were expecting 

more than we now see. There have been 
setbacks and slippages. We have, however, 

gained on our long-range goals. There has 

been progress and there has been achieve- 

ment, though of variable scope and dimen- 

sion. | 
The High Commissioner emphasized the 

developments in travel in Micronesia, and 
the involvement of Micronesians in the Air 

Micronesia operation. He noted that with- 

in the past year it has become easier for 

American travelers to enter the Territory. 

He told Congress, "We expect foreign vis- 
itors to have less cumbersome entry re- 
quirements soon," explaining that the. 
Trust Territory Government has recommended 

modifications in entry procedures. 

He acknowledged that there are those 

who "regard the coming of the tourist to 
Micronesia with some misgivings." He ad- 
ded that with adequate controls, Micro- 

nesia's cultural traditions should not be 

endangered and the alarm recently ex- 

pressed about hotels being built on pri- 

ar aining to make the best, possible use of 
sh onesia’s human resources. Continued on page 4 
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PRE-SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The Congress of Micronesia spent a busy 

week in pre-session meetings in prepara- 

tion for the opening of its fourth regular 

session. 

Rep. Ambilos Ieshi (Ponape) presided 
over the pre-session. Five committees, 

each including members from both the Sen- 

ate and the House, were named to consider 

the matters before the pre-session, Al- 

though the congressmen met every day, they 

were unable to complete all the items on 
their tentative agenda. The report from 

the Political Status Commission, has not 

been heard. 
Highlights of the pre~session were ap- 

pearances by Assistant Commissioner for 

Administration Joseph F. Screen and Pro- 

gram Analyst Rendel B. Alldredge. Screen 

appeared with members of his staff to an- 

swer questions from the congress on pro- 

gress on the capital improvement projects 

funded by the congress during its last 

session. 

Screen answered questions on what money 

would be available to the Congrees for ap- 

propriations and assured them that they 

would be receiving some of the funds the 

congress has been claiming in past years, 

such as the $82,000 annual fee paid to the 
Trust Territory government by Mobil Oil. 

Alldredge explained the Planning, Pro- 

gramming and Budget function to the con- 

gress. The PPB process, as it is known, 

is a new concept to the Trust Territory 

government, and Alldredge stressed the im- 

portance of full participation by Microne- 
sians in the process. _He suggested the 

possibility of a congressional committee 
being set up to advise his office in its 

planning efforts. 

The pre-session committees considered 

a number of bills and resolutions which 

had been passed during last year's ses- 

sion. In the case of vetoed bills, dis- 

cussions centered on what further action, 

if any, should be taken. The committees 

investigated what had been done in re~ 

sponse to the resolutions they had adopt- 

ed, 

The committees also discussed a variety 

of resolutions directed to the congress by 

district legislatures as well as petitions 

from individuals and municipalities. 

Some of the major topics discussed, and 

-the recommendations made by the pre-ses- 

sion committees included: 
Eminent domain -- the committee report- 

ed it could not make specific recommenda- 

tions because the congress has _ not yet 

been advised of the high commissioner ‘s 
reasons for pocket-vetoing the bill. 

Homesteading--the committee recommend- 

ed that the question of issuance of deeds 

be deferred until the government can com- 

plete a comprehensive survey of the lands 

involved. 
Low cost housing -- the committee rec- 

ommended consideration of this matter by 

the regular session and called it "urgent:' 
Taxes ~~ the committee recommended that 

soap and detergents be removed from _ the 

list of luxury items but did not approve a 
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proposal that kerosene be exempted from 

taxation, 

War damages -- the committee recommend- 
ed. that the congress 

war claims boards. 
Tourism -- the committee recommended 

that the congress devote some discussion 
to a Yap. resolution requesting help in 

protecting the people's rights with re- 
gards to tourism development. 

Political education -- the committee 

recommended expansion of Truk and Ponape 

resolutions requesting comprehensive po- 

litical education programs to include the 

entire territory. 

Ujelang -- the committee recommended 

that the high commissioner be asked to 
seek a specific date for the return of the 

Ujelangese to Eniwetok. 

Ebeye -~ during a discussion on Ebeye, | 

Neiman Craley, assistant commissioner for 

public affairs, told the committee that 

the Ebeye administration will be reinte- 

grated with the Marshalls district admin- 

istration:in Majuro, rather than heaving a 
joint High Commissioner 's=-District Admin- 

istrator's Representative stationed there 

as has been the case, 

establish district 

SENATOR NUUAN PRE-FILES 

Senator Francis Nuuan of Yap District 

pre-filed two bills with the Legislative 

Counsel, thus becoming the first member of 

the Congress of Micronesia to do so prior 

to the opening of the Fourth Regular Ses- 

sicn of the Congress. Senator Nuuvan was 

able to do this under the provisions of 

Public Lew No. 3-12, which permits any 

member of the Congress or the High Commis- 

sioner to pre-file any bill or resolution 

for printing and distribution within sixty 

days of the convening of any regular ses- 

sion of the Congress of Micronesia. 
The first bill pre-filed by Senator 

Nuvan would appropriate $90,000 out of the 
General Fund of the Congress of Micronesia 

for the purpose of completing the con- 

struction and improvement of the road con- 

necting the Delipebinau and Bael Schools 

in Adibue Village, Yap. Upon completion 

of the project, the Yap Islands Regional 

Planning Commission is to select a name 

for the road which will suitably recognize 

the contribution of the Congress of Micro- 

nesia to its construction. 

Senator Nuvan's second measure would 

amend Section 32 of the Code of the Trust 

Territory, relating to rights in areas be- 
low the high water mark. Local customary 

law recognizing rights, title or interest 

in marine areas below the high water mark 
would be followed limited only by _ the 
right of the government to institute such 
controls as are necessary for safe naviga- 

tion. 

If passed by the Congress and approved 

by the High Commissioner, this bill will 

mark a significant departure from the pre- 

sent Code. Under existing law, the indi- 

vidual land owner, clan, family, or muni- 

cipality is granted only the privilege of 

using the marine areas below the ordinary 
high water mark, while the inherent rights 
of ownership are reserved to the Trust 

Territory Government. 
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BILLS TRANSMITTED BY HIGH COMMISSIONER 

High Commissioner W. R. Norwood trans- 

mitted six bills to the Congress of Micro- 

nesia for pre-filing on July 6. The first 
of these relates to garnishment and sets 

up guidelines for the attachment of a 

debtor's wages or property to satisfy the 

claim of the creditor. 

The second pre-filed bill makes it il- 

legal to carry a concealed weapon, such as 

a pistol, dagger, or dirk, but does not 

include machettes or pocket knives when 

carried in pursuit of a lawful occupation. 

Persons convicted of carrying a concealed 

weapon face maximum penalties of one year 

in prison or a fine of $100 or both. 

The third bill pre-filed by the High 

Commissioner sets the age of majority in 

Micronesia at eighteen years. This bill, 

if enacted into law,will make all persons, 
male or female, legally of age on their 
eighteenth birthday. 

The High Commissioner also pre-filed a 

bill to amend Public Law 3-40 (the Social 

Security Law) to provide for more definite 
penalties for making false statements or 

reports and for failing to report wages 

paid, or pay the contributions required on 

them. In both cases, the proposed amend- 

ment provides for maximum penalties of one 

year in jail or a fine of $2000 or both. 
The fifth pre-filed bill from the High 

Commissioner's office makes lewd or las- 
civious acts with a child under twelve a 

criminal offense. 

The last bill from the High Commis- 

sioner is a proposed amendment to Public 

Law 3~34 which provides for the preserva- 

tion of sites, buildings and monuments of 

historical significance to Micronesia. The 

amendment proposes that the Assistant Com- 

missioner for Resources and Development be 

placed in charge of this program rather 

than the Assistant Commissioner for Comnu- 

nity Services as presently stated in the 

law. 
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‘When the Kleists failed to return from 
a Fourth of July outing, the Trust Terri- 
tory Government began an all night search 

using an M-boat. 

The following morning High Comedae lb ues 
W. R. Norwood dispatched a request for 
rescue to Commander Naval Forces Marianas, 
Guam, A rescue team consisting of a C~-130 
aircraft and a HU-16 spotted the Kieists 
36 miles west of Saipan at 1:30 that af- 

ternoon. The aircraft notified Headquar- 

ters to send a landing craft to make the 

pickup. 

Kleist said that when he started to 

pull the anchor it accidentally, broke 

loose and they started to drift. Attempt- 

ing to miss the reef, a strong westward 

current carried the boat into the channel 

and away from Saipan. 

BRIEFLY... 

During the absence of Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Administration Joseph . F. 
Screen, beginning July 15 and extending to 
July 26, Leslie Arentzen will be Acting 
Assistant Commissioner for Administration. 

During this period Niles W. Peterson 

will serve as Acting Director of Budget 

and Finance. 

x kk He 

Nachsa Siren, Chief of Environment 

Health Division, left earlier this month 

for Hawaii for a two-week seminar on Ro- 

dent Control at East-West Center. During 

his absence Carl Dennis, Area Sanitarian 

for the Western Carolines and the Marshall 

‘ Ysfands, is serving as acting Chief of the | 
Division. 

x *e & 

Six Peace Corps District Directors met 

in Saipan last week. They were Jerry 

Fite, Marianas; Leo Moss, Yap; Terry Clan- 

cy, Pelau; Howard Seay, Truk;Larry Griggs, 

Ponape; Jim Hutter, Marshalls. 

* ke 

Marianas District Public Works Officer 

Raymond L. Mathews spent three days last 

week in Rota checking on public works op- 

erations. 

x ok * 

William N. Henderson, M. D., new Staff 

Physician for Yap, has arrived from Dela- 
ware, Ohio. 

x k * 

In T er uk, Tiu Kiniol has been ap- 
pointed District Immigration ‘officer 
and Herbert Dereas has been appointed As- 

sistant District Immigration Officer. 

* * 

Secretary Bette B. Diumenti has trans- 

ferred from Administration to the Office 

of the Attorney General. 

x * * 
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The M/V Pacific Victory arrived in Sai- 
pan July 13 carrying 3000 measurement tons 

of materials to construct housing for ty- 
phoon Jean victims. The ship is 455 feet 
3 inches in length. One of the largest 

vessels to arrive in Saipan recently, it 

is a general agency ship from a commercial 

U. S. company. 

* *& 

DEADLINE FOR WAR CLAIMS 

The closing date for filing war damage 

claims is Sept. 15, 1968. 
Residents and former residents of the 

Trust Territory who believe they have un- 

compensated claims against the U.S. Gov- 

ernment for use or loss of property during 

World War II should file claims with the 

Attorney General, Trust Territory Head- 

quarters, Saipan, Mariana Islands, 96950. 

Norwood... 
Continued from Ist page 

vate lands where they are not wanted is 

"unwarranted," "We do not take private 
land for private ventures without agree- 

ment of the owners," he said. 
He pointed out that the travel industry 

will provide numerous job opportunities 

for Micronesians. 

The High Commissioner discussed the 

Territory’s surface shipping, explaining 

that the Government had issued an invita- 
' tion for proposals to provide major logis- 

tic service throughout the Territory. "We 
look for more ports of entry, particulariy 
in the Eastern Districts," he said. Rep- 
resentatives of the Trust Territory and of 

the seven companies which have submitted 

proposals are now meeting in Washington 

with Department of Interior officials. He 
is hopeful that the selection of the win- 

ning company will be announced before Con- 

gress adjourns August 8, 

The Territory's education program was 
discussed at length, stressing the recent 

recognition of the need to change from a 
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strictly academic program to one incorpo- 

rating strong vocational courses, 

Mr. Norwood acknowledge the overall 

help received the past two years from the 
Peace Corps, noting especially the work of 

volunteers who teach English. He ex- 

pressed gratitude for the work of those 

volunteers who are returning home this 

summer, "They will be taking with them an 
enduring interest in Micronesia which may 

enable them to be of continuing service 

to us.” 
Singled out as an area of special ac-~ 

complishments during the past year was the 

Department of Public Health. "The present 
administration of the department has been 

in operation for just one year. In that 

relatively short period, in my judgment, 

improvements have been impressive," he 
said, 

The High Commissioner remarked that "it 
is gratifying to note the rather remark- 

able job that has been done to date in im- 

plementing provisions of the new Social 

Security Act which the Congress of Micro- 

nesia passed at its third regular ses- 

sion." ... "Under the aggressive man- 
agement of the new Social Security Admin- 

istrator, 6,600 persons are enrolled and 

have been issued social security cards.” 
“As we look back upon the year past, 

none of us is satisfied with what has been 

accomplished. However, gains have been 
made. Progress is 'perceptible. The new 

air service, increased interest on the 

part of the U. S. Congress, administrative 

improvements, the new social security pro- 

gram, recruitment of more doctors, con- 

tracts for new equipment and construction, 

and other events all add up to significant 

movement forward." 
"That much remains to be done is ob- 

vious. The road ahead is still steep .and 

difficult. Setbacks and slippages may be 

expected. But we are determined that new 

gains will be made in the year ahead. 
There is so much to do. We hnve only one 

course to follow--to forge ahead with all 
the courage and persistence we can command 
and get on with the job," the High Commis- 
sioner concluded. 
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