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EUGENICS 

No. I 

If you tell a chemist what materials you are going to mix to- 
gether, and what the conditions are, he will tell you, before you 
mix the materials, just what will happen. Or, if you tell a chem- 
ist what happened, he can tell you just what materials you mixed 
together and what the conditions were. This is because he knows 
the laws of chemistry. 

When men have worked out the laws on any subject, and can 
tell beforehand just what will happen, we say that subject has 
become a Science. 

We eall Chemistry a Science because men know before they 
put any two substances together just what will happen. We call 
Physics a Science because men know before they heat a wagon 
tire, just what will happen; or they know before they press a 
button just what will happen. We call Astronomy a Science, be- 
cause men can tell, hundreds of years before a comet appears, just 
when it will be seen. We call Mathematics a Science, because 
men know just what the results will be when given numbers are 
combined or given angles and lines are combined. 

Sociology is coming to be a Science because men know what 
will happen if certain people live under certain conditions. That 
is, if you tell a Sociologist just what kind of. people live in a coun- 
try, or in a city or in a part of a city; if you tell him how much 
they are educated, how much they earn, how many saloons there 
are, etc. he will tell you, almost as surely as the Chemist can in 
his study, what will happen in that country or in that city. 

Sociology means a study of people,—their nationality, their 
mental and physical powers, their training, their social conditions ; 
whether they are capable of becoming good citizens; and whether 
their children will become better citizens or poorer citizens than 

the fathers and mothers. 

Sociology is also a study of how tc improve human beings in 

every way. : 

I want to write out a few of the things I have learned in 

my reading Sociology so that the boys and girls may also learn 

these things. 

But I shall not call it Sociology because Sociology is too big 

a subject. I shall call it Eugenics. 
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Eugenics is only a part of Sociology: a big part, a very im- 
portant part; but only a part. Eugenics tells us two ways of im- 
proving the human race, What these two ways are you will learn 
in the short articles that follow this. 

Of course you must know that what I write is what other men 
have worked many years to learn, I only pass it along to you. 

‘*What we teach the children of today will be 
the Public Opinion of tomorrow.”’’ 


