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Phone Numbers - Keys to ACCESS 

__ legislative documents as 

bills, resolutions, committee reports, and hearing 
notices are now accessible by telephone through 
ACCESS: Legislative InformatiDn Service. These documents 

may be printed or saved to disk. To get the status of a bill or resolution, call 
AudioACCESS: Bill Status System. The key to accessing legislative information 

is now the phone number of the service you want. 

Here are your keys: 
ACCESS 

Oahu: ..................................... ................. ........ .. ......... ........ .. ... 296-4636 (296-INFO) 

Neighbor lsi .. : ................ ........................... , ....... ... ...... .......... , 1-8QO.62B-4229 

AudioACCESS: Bill StRt1'. S<roice 

Direct Calls With A Touch Tone Phone 

Oahu:' ........................................... .. ....... : ................ ... ...... ... ..... 548-'l777 

Neighbor Isles: .............. .............................. ....... : ...... :.: ........ .. 1-800-4634644 and ask for 

Audio Access, 548-'l777 

(hours: 7:45 am to 4:30 pm 
weekdays) . 
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;' ACCESS: I.egisliJtiw In/ormation Service 

Examples of VT100 Emulation 
Software Packages: 
IBM PC or COMPATIBLES: 

Crosstalk XVI 
Procomm (Shareware) 

Procomm Plus 

Smartcomill 

Apple U Series: 

Mousetalk 
ASCII Express 

Point to Point 

MacIntosh: 
Red Ryder 
MicroPhone 

MacTerminal 

Program Function Keys 
(PFKeys) 

Program Function Keys (PF Keys) are 
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used extensively in ACCESS. Most personal 
computer kl!yboards do not have PF Keys, 

however, VT100 emulation software assigns 

certain keys to perionn the PF Key functions. 

Refer to your communications software 

manual. 

Printers: 
The system software for ACCESS 

supports the following six (6) printers: 

1. Dot matrix printeB 

2. LNI03 
3. LAlOO 
4. Xerox 

5. HPLaserjet 
6. LQP2 

If your printer is not listed, consult 
your printer manual to determine which of 

the above printer types will allow you to 

print. " 
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Now There's A Way to Get Easy 
Access to Legislative Information 

The Hawaii State Legislature is committed to increase citizen participation and 
access to the legislative process. Now, you can have instant electronic access to the text 

1 of legislative bills, resolutions, committee reports, hearing notices, and status of leg
islative measures by using ACCESS: Legislative Information Service. 

\ 

You are invited to participate in the Legislative Process by Using 
ACCESS. All You Need Is ... 
• a personal computer, modem, communications software, and phone line to access legislative docu

ments to view on your monitor, print a hardcopy, or down-load onto disk. 

• a touch tone phone to hear a computer-generated. voice report the status of bills and resolutions from 
a regularly updated database. . 

ACCESS PHONE NUMBERS 
ACCESS: Legislative Infonnation Service 
View bills, resolutions, committee reports and hearing notices from your computer. 

Oahu ... . ....................... 296-4636 (296-INFO) 
Neighbor Islands ................ 1-800-628-4229 

AudioACCESS: Bill Status Service 
Get the status of bills and resolutions from your touch tone phone. 

Oahu ........................... 548-7777 
Neighbor Islands .. . . ...... .. . .. . 1·800-468-4644 and ask for 

AudioACCESS (548-7777) 
(7:-G am to 4:30 pm weekdays) 

For details on how to use ACCESS or to receive an information packet, 
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Acc'ess ' t9 i¥,li~ tJ:Degis.la t\(re~jdened 
- . --, ,''''0;';-', ':">.1;;'/'.::., :-::" - _ :"'.--...". ~':;:;.:-'-=~_~_ .', •..... l ~;-'G :_'" '.' • 

Pub lie cali,' riifiv .'connect ~~":Q(q j:prtpp"ilter 
A !J,l" . ". ' . ' . " .' . ' .<- ••• ' ... ... ..... '" •. 

By Stu Glau bcrman 1lX iq 0 ; " ',< • . ' ' . , ' ' . - , 

.IJ,",.. f;M, c:;.";(" ,m"",,l B."rQU p. A _~. 
Plugging .in> 1he',Legisiature _, 

Anyone who knows how to use aT per
sonal-computer modem to tap into a ~com 
puter net\\'ork can now get instant access 
to any bill. resolution or legislative, com
mittee repor t lawmakers have before 
them. · '.~. c· .' ~","" 

Computer users can also pick up jval u
able tips on how to lobby and track bllls 

ACCESS Legisia.tiVe Information Service: 
Oahu - 296,4636 (296-INFO) 
Neighbor ·Island?.::- 1·800·628-4229 

Audio ACCESS .. B.iJI St.'!.tus Service:. 
Oahu - 548·7~77. ' f' _ • • 

Neighbor Islands -:-1-800·468·4644 - ':.'
a":~ ask for ~u~i9 Acce~s at 548-777~ . 

fr om the-_ atcess legislative informatio'r\ -~ -.-: .. 
service. which opened for public use ~6ve~ bills tequested t)y: callers who key in bill 
the weekend. _: .:r .. ,*.~-.!~~. Fukunaga, .~' ... -:', Ige . S~f' .. Iha!,a -' _. _:,;. ~ .. numberf s using, }~e bunons on a t ouch-
. ! The telephone num ber to log into 1Ac~ Ige:··· · ... ~ .~." .; ' ,-, C ' .. -1!?';· ....;,-,~ . ,t ..) :... '. ....... , •••.•. , tone te ephone. J . ".' am :-·· . : . . 

cess on Oahu is 296-4636. It may help to Here's a sampler" of the menus: -;;, ,~~ .. , . '.' The ' ser vice \ .... iil rr ~e legislative staff 
remember the number by thinking /of it - e Legis lative Timetable - explains members ' from .the t.irile-consuming work. 
as 296-I:\"FO. . >',:: .~ .'. ,". J :!~!: ... ~-: '.:'-':;: the: vari<!u.~ d.e~~lines fl?~ a~tion. , . Ige said. \.$.-*.1. :. ~':::, .. ' __ . ' ... 

The. free pubhc·~ccess .link to th~:Legl~'~~I! .: .Leg~~.lah.ve .In:r_or~aho~ ~I).d ~Irec.- . _ \vhil e~ the. ne,w. ser.vlces. are part of the 
latures computer sY,stem m_ake!b: I~: PO:S?I.:~~ lo rles - . C0!"lt~ I':lS brief .blog~aphle~ .o,f . Les:i~lature:s. ~a.m.paign ' to impro .... e public 
ble for personal-com~uter )Jsers::.tQ .. re"·I~w .~. l a ",":m.a~ers . hsts . of -c~n:n: l ttee · m~m~rs"~access to the l a-.i'ma~ing process. Ige said 
th.e full text of all bl!1~ . resol':ltlOij:~ .col"!l- " deflnltlons ' ?f acronyms a.nd l egls l.at~ ve __ the ~~gi.~.!?ture .. !.~. pl.aying a tip·of-t he-ice
mlltee reports and hea rmg ~~tlces . .,".. . '1;.(- lc~ms. and mformatlOn on_ w~?rc ~o f! ~? ' berg role In what W i ll be a vast state-run 

A keyword search capability Jl1akes It. things at the state Capllol. · .. "!:.:;- ~ -.: .... · ·computer datab..'lnk. :~ 
e.asy to fi,:d bills and~resolut.ion~: on par-.. _ e: How A Bill Becomes A La\\-' - de- La \' .. ·~. library car'd cata log.:; s ta tistics 
tlcuia r tOPiC'S. suc h as educatIOn. ~ .. scnbes the process step by step. .. f d ' th H . " D t· Book d d . 

With the proper equipment. th_e docu- .• H ow to Participate in t~e Legisla- e~~n o/noth: r i~~~~~a t~o~ banks a~"' iII :-
ments can be pnnted out at home. 1 tlve Process - offers suggestions on how dd d t th ' . . h ·t f ' 

In addition to providing texts of all doc- to lobby and track a bill. '. ~.,. . a e 0 e system 0\ e r l e nex e n 
um en ts - pllt into the system within 24 In addition to the computerized Access years. .' . 
hours of their release - Access offers an service. lawmakers have begun an audio Improving the .computers at the heart 
In sider's Guide to the Legis lature'~:r ' bill-status ser vice. (, .. of the public-access effort has cost ta.;It:-

House mem bers C:l. rol Fuku naga. Da vid Callers who dial 548-7777 from Oahu payers nearly $1.3 million over the past 
Ige and Les Ihara Jr., members of an in- will hear ~ Aloha, Welcome to Ha wai i' s year, according to figu res released by the 
terim legislative access com mittee. say Bil l Status System- delivered by a com- House last \ ... ·eek. 
t hey have come up with a pack:\ge of putcr-g~nerated voice \\" ith a strange Eu- About $j77.ooo was !"pcnt on computer 
usef ul and easily understood . "menu ropean accent. equipmen t .anc! ma rc than $438.500 on 
j tems.~ .... The committee is working on changing softwa re. F igures were not made .n'ail-

H\Ve'vc tried to captu re all the informa- the odd-sounding voice. In the meantime, able by the Senate. \\ hich got $750,000 
t ion you need to make ~ diffe.rcncc,H sa id it gives the status of Hous:c and Sena te last yea r to improve publ ic access . 

. ' ...•.. 
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General 

Using the Hawaii State Legislature 
Computer System with Kermit 

Although this article shows you how to use Kermit 
with tlie State Legis/ature' s computer system,you 
could access the system if you have a personal 
computer, modem, and a terminal emu/mor pro
gram i.e. procomm, pc talk, etc. that emulates a 
VT100, VTI02, or VT220 terminal. You would 
need loadjusllhe settings as specified and dial the 
296-4636 (296-INFO) numb." 

When a user caUcd the Consultant's Desk and 
asked how to log into the Slate Legislature's 
ACCESS computer system using Kcnnit, onc of 
our supported IBM PC tcnninal VT102 emula
tors , I thought it 
was an intriguing 

When using the distributed UHCC Kennit with 
the de fault setlings, you need to changc the flow 
control parametcr. While noting Ulat you would 
key in t.he bolded text, execute t.he foll owing: 

KERMIT execute the PC Kermit program 
Kermit MS> SET FLOW NONE set flow off 
Kermit MS> c connect to the hose 
AT get the attention of your modem (assuming 

a Hayes compatible modem) 
ok 
ATD2964 636 

modem responds that it's ready 
d;aI296-4636 

connect modem responds that it's connected 

This is just an example of one connect session. 
You r modem might work differently. 

ques tion and 
wanted to try it 
myself. For those 
OrYOll who want to 
keep track of a 
Legis la tive bill, 
this system cauld 
help you i m
mensely. If you 

-------==::I:: __ -= __ --'!!!!! 

At thi s point if 
you press the 
<RETURN> key 
a few times, you 
shou ld ge t a 
prompt o f 
'USERNA ME ' 
from the com
puter. Key in 
'ACCESS' and 

,,"" .... ". " .. " • • H .... ". "'"Iftt ._<t. <t ...... m" .... "" 

have a computer and modem, you too could keep 
on top of the happenings of Ule legislature. 

I initially called the Access Help Desk at 
548-1738 to get one of the in fonna tional packets 
about the computer system. ll' s also the nu mber 
to cal l if you are experiencing problems and need 
assistance. This Help Desk is usually open from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. weekdays, and to a.m. - 3 p.m. on 
Saturdays. The person answering was couneous 
and in fonnat ive regarding the basic settings for 
your modem and compu ter setup. In lhis case, 
your setti ngs shou ld be: 

No parity 
8 data bits 
1 stop bit 
full duplex 
echo off 
flow control off 

UIfCC Ncwslctter ,-'an. - March 1990 -4-

enter the infonnation with the <RETURN> key. 
You shou ld now have the main menu screen with 
specifi c instructions of what you might want to 
view next. 

Neighbor island numbers to call arc: 
DIAL IN: 1-800-628-4229 
Access Desk: 1-800-468-4644 

The V AX computer which is running ACCESS 
should be up24 hours a day. Your modem should 
support one of the following standard communi
cation protocols: 

Bell 103 for 300 baud 
Bell 212A for 1200 baud 

or CCITI V.22 -bis for 2400 baud. 

Naomi Okinaga 
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Q What b • buUdirl boanS 
system? . 

A A bulletin board system is an 
elecuowc postal system created 

by a ,persoa with a computer. By at· 
tachi..og the computer to a telephone 
line and using appropriate software., 
the computer can be made capable 
of exchaJIging information with 
other computer wen over 
telephone lilies.. The bulletin board 
~~em is like a post office, where in· 
diViduals may each have private 
"boxes" 10 which mess.agel CIUI be 
s.ent and wbe~ "bulletiD boards" 
can display messages 10 anyooe who 
dials in. Computer uurs whose com
puters are also able to seod and 
receive information over phone 
lines (through the use of a modem) 
caD sead meMage5 to other com
puter users participating in tbe sys
tem. A bulletin board can function 
like a "leiters 10 the editor' page of 
• oewspaper. 

QWbat Is the purpose or the 
Capitol Bulletin Board SysltDl? 

A Tbe Capitol Bulletin Board 
System (CBBS) givc..s people 

another means of fLDdiDg out what 
is goiog aD in the Legislaturt. It 
abo aMisu people who wisb to par
ticipate in the legislative process. 
The CBBS was establisbed duriDg 

,_ the 1989 Legi.slalive Session throu2b 
tbe drom of Represenlltives DaVid 
Ige aDd Carol Fukunaga and com
puter usen in Hawaii. The eam
puter on whicb the bulletin board is 
fUMing., and the software aDd the 
expc:rti!.e to gel tbe CBBS started, 
were lOaDed by ROil Skates of The 
Computer Stiltion and Computer 
Diwibuton of Hawaii. The CBBS 
received over 600 ca..lb during it~ 
ratSt TWO months of operation, whicb 
were the lasl twO montM of Ibe 
1989 Legislative Sess.ion. 

A Tbe CBBS eo.abled people with 
access to computers and 

mocleUl5 to caD in and view notices 
of committee bearings which were 
poIted on the CBBS. People wele 
also able to request copies of bills 
and resolutio~ which were then 
filed in the system and made avail
able to users.. These services 'Nill 
~t.in~e I~ be provided during the 
JegW.iiove mlerim, providing users 
anotber source of information coo
cerning iDterillllegislatM: activities. 
~sers:-an then follow up by contact
tD3 theu represenlalives. 

u.sers can also communicate v.ith 
each other about legislative iMuu, 
providing a means of aeatiug Dew 
netwOrks of w.lerested people to 
pursue topics with legislators. The 
demand for legislative information 
through the CBBS was so great that 
a new arn..ngemenl, separate from 
the ~BBS-ror providing the public 
on.tine ac.c:cM to legislative commit
tee scbedules, bills and resolutioM. 
and many other types of legislative 
informatioD-u, being put in place 
for tbe 1990 LegisiatM: Session. 
v.:oe.D ~u, system is operational, 
efuniD.aUllg the Deed to provide that 
information through the CBBS, the 
use of the CBBS as a forum for 
public discussion of legislative is· 
sues may be expanded. 

Q How can I contact 
the CBBS':' 

A Tile CBBS is pan of a stale· 
"';de elecuonic DelWorK 

operated by private individuab 
donating their time and tbe use of 
tbeir comruters and phoDe Lines. 
Tile CBBS is available to users at 
DO cbarge 00 the differeDI islands, 
by dialing tbese numbers: 

Oahu.. 536·2888 (Slate Capilol), 
942.~, 732·6909, 499·1101; 
Kaua.l., 337-9"..80. 338·9999; 
Hawaii. 935·174S. 
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