1 By Zaldy Dandan
= Variety News Staff
5 A DAY before the US Senate
:{ committee hearing on “federal
- takeover” legislation, the influ-
! ential Washington Post has
!come out with a news story
1 detailing the findings of the US
gf Interior Department funded
“undercover team” that has
1 “documented worsening labor
',and human rights abuses”
1 against the CNMI’s alien work-

ers.
4 Written by William Branigin,
7 who has filed similar “nega-
b tive” stories about the CNMI,
the March 30 article also states
] that those who will testify for
] “federal takeover” in today's
1 hearing are US Rep. George
4 Miller (D-California), Interior
% Secretary Bruce Babbit, three
4 “scammed” male workers—
i from China, Bangladesh and
Paklstan—and “Katrina,” the
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‘Scammed workers’ to appear before hearing, says Post

Philippine girl who, at the age of
14, claimed she was forced. to
dance nude at a Saipan night club.
Branigin describes her case as
“the saddest story.”
“On Saipan, she said, she was
treated ‘like an animal.” As she

recalled her experiences, she bur-
ied her face in her hands and be-
gan to weep. ‘I was supposed to
be in school,” she told Branigin.

“Now, ‘Katrina’ said, she wants
to tell her story in Congress: ‘I
don’t want to happen to anybody

what happened to me.” But many
of the girls she knew at the night-
club are still on Saipan, she said.
‘Nobody wants to help them.’”
Criminal violations
Branigin said the Post was
shown the report of the Interior’s

Teno counts on Senate panel’s fairness’

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
yesterday expressed hope that the
US Senate committee consider-
ing“federal takeover” legislation
will be “fair” to the CNML

Tenorio, who is testifying to-
day before the US Senate Energy
and Natural Resources Commit-
tee, reiterated his administration’s
commitment to implement labor
and immigration reforms, saying
that he will address federal con-

cems.

“We will present our testi-
mony and I hope the committee
would review it thoroughly and
with faimess,” Tenorio said in
an interview over the phone.

" At the same time, the gover-
nor described as “‘very unfortu-
nate” the recent op-ed and ar-
ticle on labor,-immigration and
tariff abuses in the CNMI pub-
lished by the Washington Times
and the Washington Post.(See

Continued on page 19

“undercoverteam,” adding that
it was supposed to be released
during today’s US Senate En-
ergy and Natural Resources
Committee hearing.

However, Branigin said In- ¢
terior decided to withhold the {'
report “pending a review of |’
findings that point to possible® L
federal criminal violations.”

The report, according to the |
Post, is ““the result of more than |-
400 interviews in the CNMLin 1,
January and February by a i}
seven-member team whose ac- |
tivities were funded by a [
$100,000 contract with Inte- [}
rior.” :

The team included three
mainland American human [
rights activists—Wendy [
Doromal, Eric Gregoire and ;
Phil Kaplan—two former guest &
workers from China and the 4
Philippines, a Chinese-speak- [

Contmued on page 19 {j
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CNM/ legisiative /eaders Karl T. Reyes, Ana S. Teregeyo and Manuel A. Tenor/o (seated front /eft to nght)
listen to a briefing at Guam’s Department of Corrections before touring the Mangilao facility last Wednesda V.

The three were on a fact-finding visit after arriving from a trip to Pohnpei.

1
1

‘Weather
Ourtlook

aTeT

Partly cloudy with
scattered showers

PAC NEWSPAPER smcﬁfs

Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza

Cop is gullty of DUT,

other tre

ic charges

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE SUPERIOR Court yester-
day found a police officer guilty
of traffic charges, including driv-
ing while under the influence of
alcohol.

Judge Miguel Demapan said
that based on the testimony of
witnesses, the evidence and the
arguments of counsel, the court
finds beyond reasonable doubt
that Police Officer Daniel
Martinez is guilty of DUI, failure
to take the breathalyzer test,
driving without license and fail-
ure to yield.

Assistant Atty. Gen, Ramona
V. Manglona, who prosecuted the
case, said the charges carry amaxi-

mum penalty of one year and six
months in jail, $1,600 fine, and
six months’ suspension of driver’s
license.

Demapan at a bench trial, how-
ever, acquitted Martinez of the
charge of reckless driving.

Demapan ordered the Proba-
tion Office to prepare a pre-sen-
tence Investigation report. The
sentencing of the officer is set for
May 12.

Martinez was off-duty when he
was charged with five traffic vio-
lations in the carly morning of
Aug. 5, 1997 while operating a
vehicle in western Garapan,

Demapan said that shortly past
midnight at the time, several po-

Continued on page 19

OPA tells PSS: Termmate MHS aircon contract

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE OFFICE of the Public Au-
ditor yesterday urged the Public
School System to terminate its
contract with a Saipan company
for the purchase and installation
of 118 airconditioners for
Marianas High School, and re-
move the units already installed
at the school.

In making the recommenda-
tion, Public Auditor Leo
LaMotte said the PSS contract
with JWS Airconditioning and

Refrigeration was not made in
compliance with the agency’s pro-
curement regulations and was,
therefore, “invalid.”

The report said “PSS failed to
adequately assess the technical
qualifications and specifications
of the bids in accordance with the
bid evaluation requirements.”

OPA found, for example, that
atleast one of the required equip-
mentratings was not met by JWS,

“The bid specifications required
a supply airflow of 800 cubic feet
per minute; however, JWS bro-

Leo LaMotte

chure stated that its proposed A/
C only has an airflow of 540
[cubic feet per minute],” the re-
port said.

The airconditioning project is
almost complete, but OPA said
the A/C units should be removed
and that JWS be compensated
for the actual expenses “‘reason:
ably incurred under the contract
prior to termination, plus a rea-
sonable profit.”

The OPA’s report was made
inresponse to the appeal filed by

Continued on page 20
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A Palestinian girl covers her nose to fend off the effect of tear gas as
she and other students are evacuated by Paiestinian police from the

Bethlehem’s Girls elementary school during clashes in the West Bank
town Monday. ap

INS works on law
on asylum-seekers

By CASSANDRA BURRELL
WASHINGTON (AP) — Immi-

gration officials are working on their

problems enforcing a 1996 law that
made it more difficult for foreigners
toseek asyluminthe United Statesby
claiming persecution in their home
countries, Congress’investigativearm
said.

A General Accounting Office re-
view found thatasmany as 20percent
of Immigration and Naturalization
Service employees may not be docu-
menting whether they followed all
procedures in deciding whether to
allow asylum seekers into the coun-
y.

Insomecasesexamined, there was
no way to tell whether inspectors
asked all the required questions of
aliens or gave all the information they
are required to give, including ex-
plaining the right to an appeal, the
report said.

The stricter rules went into effect
April 1, 1997, tothe dismay of critics

who feared they would keep aliens

with egitimate asylum claims out of

the country.

Initsreport, the GAOsaid it would
not recommend changes because the
INS has taken steps to improve the
process and get inspectors to keep
better records.

Duringthe law’sfirstseven months,
INS inspectors referred 1,396 of

29,170 immigrants put through the .

new procedure to asylum officers for
interviews, the GAQ said.

The remaining 27,774 were turned
away.

Asylum officers determined that
79 percent of the 1,108 people inter-
viewed by Nov. 13 had credible fears
of persecution, the report said.

Immigrationjudgesupheld 83 per-
cent of the 198 cases that asylum
officers rejected.

The law was designed to squeeze
abusers out of the system by giving
INS officials the authority to refuse
entry to foreigners who show up at

Course

GC040 Black & White Photography

JA042 Intermediate Conversational Japanese
ACO19 Beginning Mwarmwar Making
CP028 Intro to MS Word for Windows
CMO025 Intro. to Excel 5.0

BU028 Customer Service Problem-Solving
ENOI2 Intermediate Conversational English
ENOI11 Beginning Conversational English, Level B
CHO10 Beginning Conversational Chamorro
GCOo06 The Craft of Writing

ACO15 Watercolor

GC029 Microseft Office ‘97

HE 018 Preparing Local Foods

ACO19 Intermediate Mwarmwar Making

Northern Marianas College
Community Services Program

April 1998

Register NOW for these courses! Just come to Continuing Education, Bldg.V,
Room 208, anytime between 8:00a.m. and 5:30p.m. For more information,

please call Bonnie or Melody at 234-5498, Ext. 1813.

Dates Days  Time Instructor ~ Fees ||
April 1-June 17 Wed.  7:00-9:00pm J. Ellis 3298
April I-May 6 MW 6:00-8:00pm G. Tanaka $105
April 4 Sat. 9:00-12Noon  E. Rangamar  $15
April 6-20 MW  6:30-8:30pm S. Mensah $110
April 11-26 Sat. 12:30-3:30pm  E. Guerrero $85
Apr. 13-16 M-Th 9:00-12Noon Y. Rich $95

April [3-May 18 MWF  7:00-8:30pm

April 6-May 18 MWF  7:00-8:30pm B. Perez $130
TBA TTh 6:30-8:05pm N. Taisacan $105
April 21-May 19 Tues.  6:45-8:15pm N. Flood $70
April 21-June 9 Tues.  6:00-9:00pm C. Adams-Scott $85
April 25-May 16 Sat. 9:00-12Noon  D. Cooper 3110
April 18 Sat. 9:00-12Noon F. James $15 I
April 25 Sat. 9:00-12Noon E. Rangamar $15

J. Connolly $130

airports and other ports of entry with
suspectdocuments or no trave! docu-
ments.

Asylum seekers can be sent away
if they cannot persuade an immigra-
tion official that they have a credible
fear of prosecution.

Before the 1996 law, aliens with
fraudulent documents could be sent
home only after hearings by immi-
gration judges.

U.S.Rep. LamarSmith, sponsorof
the legislation, said the GAO report
confirmsthatthelawhascurbed abuse
and restored integrity to the asylum
process.

“We've discouraged people from
fraudulently seeking asylum to gain
illegal entry into the U.S. and we're
protecting those who have legitimate
fearof persecution,” Smith said Mon-
day in a written statement.

“The GAO found that the over-
whelming numberofindividualswho

Continued on page 20

Clinton goes on-

African safari.

By TERENCE HUNT
CHOBE NATIONAL PARK,
Botswana(AP)— Out before dawn
Monday on an African safari, Presi-
dent Bill Clinton watched a lion play
with four cubs under a shade tree.
Elephants strolled nonchalantly near
the president’s open-airtouring truck.

“It’sbeenanamazingday,” Clinton
saidasheandhis wife Hillary wrapped
up a five-hour excursion. “We’ve
seenprobably 200r30different kinds
of birds, fascinating ones, including
some eagles I've never seen before
and some storks I've never seen be-
fore.”

Hippos stared at Clinton from the
Chobe River. Baboons scampered in
thescrub. A hugeherd of cape buffalo
with curved horns gathered at a wa-
tering hole. One of them had been
wounded, its stomach ripped open,
apparently by a lion.

“He won't survive, will he?”
Clinton asked. ‘“Probably not,” said
his guide, Richard Randall.

Atanother point, vultures lingered
around the remains of a kudu appar-
ently killed by alion. All that was left
were the homs and skull of the Afti-
can antelope.

The safari was Clinton’s first and
only break from an otherwise gruel-
ing, 12-day tour of Ghana, Uganda,
Rwanda, South Africa, Botswanaand
Senegal to forge a new partership
with Africa and expand Arverican
business investment opportunities.

Sprawlingover4,200square miles
(11,000 square kilometers), Chobe
National Park is named after the
Chobe River on Botswana's north-
erly border with Nambia. It is one of
the last unspoiled wilderness areas in
Africa. The Clintons drove along 30
miles (SOkilometersyof dusty trailsin
search of wildlife.

The Clintons arrived early Sunday
evening at Mowana Safari Lodge, an
air-conditioned resort located on the
river. The evening buffet features

Continued on page 20
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By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
AMID pressures and widely pub-
licized attacks on the CNMI, lo-
cul officials face off with federal
officials and other critics today
for a most crucial hearing that
will form U.S. Congress’ posi-
tion on the federal takeover pro-
posal.

The hearing at the U.S. Senate
Committee on Energy and Natu-
ral Resources will discuss charges
levied against the CNMI such as
prostitution, abortion, payless
paydays, abhorrent living condi-
tions, illegal immigration and re-
ligious intolerance.

Subjects of the hearing are Sen.
Daniel Akaka’s bill, S. 1100, and
President Clinton’s own proposal
contained in S. 1275. Both bills
seek to extend US immigration
and minimum wage laws to the
CNMI, to limit the duty free treat-
ment for the CNMI; and to scrap

Pedro P. Tenorio

meets the 50 percent US citizens
workforce requirement.

Interior Secretary Bruce Bab-
bitt will represent the Clinton Ad-
ministration, and Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio, the CNMI.

Human Rights advocates and
alien workers, who were shipped
out of the CNMI last month, will
testify to “‘uphold” the Depart-
ment of the Interior’s charges:

against the CNML
The workers in the DOI panel

the CNMTI’s privilege to use the
“Made in USA” label unless it

According to Continental

‘State of Tinian airport could
not support non-stop flights’

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE PRESENT state of the Tinian International Airport is discourag-
ing air transport players in servicing the island, which may halt cco-
nomic gains from the opening of the casino industry.

Continental Micronesia said the current length of the Tinian Interna-
tional Airport runway will disable airline companies from coming up
with non-stop flights to the island.

“Because of the length of the runway, Continental will not be able to
fly non-stop from any place where there are potential casino players,”
said Walter Dias, vice president for sales und promotion of Continental
Air Micronesia.

The Commonwealth Ports Authority has deferred rehabilitation of
the West Tinian airport due to lack of funds. CPA refused to float a
bigger bond that will include funds for the expansion of Tinian air and
sed ports, citing declining revenues.

The Ports Authority is floating $54.6 million bond this month but
proceeds from this flotation will be used to pay off the existing airport
and harbor bonds, as well as finance the ongoing Capital Improvement
Projects.

Despite this, Dias said Continental is conducting feasibility studies
and market surveys on the profitability of offering Guam-Tinian char-
tered flights orscheduled jet service in time for the opening of the Dynasty
Hotel and Casino.

“We are Jooking at what kind of passengers are we to serve and what
kind of service the casino industry needs,” he told Variety.

He said Continental had preliminary talks with officials of the
Dynasty hotel who earlier sought the airline’s support. He said no
agreement has been reached yet.

Dynasty senior vice president for customer service and sales Curt
Bourg was previously quoted to have said that the hotel has been in
discussion with Continental about a variety of charters and scheduled
services.

Dias said Continental, which has been losing $2 million monthly in
its Saipan operations, is continuously studying the profitability of the
Tinian casino industry market and other potential sources of tourists
from all of the airline’s 1,300 service routes.

“But I won't say that we are definitely flying Tinian. It all depends on.

the marketdemand and if the airport. in the future, will be able to support
daily flights,” he stressed.

The Ports Authority said it will float a separate bond to fund the
expansion of the West Tinian Airport. CPA executive director Carlos
Salas said his office is still working out some important details in terms
of repayment of the bond that has to be floated to finance the project.

Because of this, the Tinian Chamber of Commerce said further delays
in the flotation of bond for the island s airport may jeopardize marketing
efforts to make Tinian the casino gambling hub of the Pacific.

Analysts said direct flights can encourage more gamblers (o plane in
to Tinian. Chamber president Phillip Mendiola Long has suggested a
Build-Operate-Transfer [BOT] scheme for the West Tinian airport.

Under the BO'T scheme, a private company will build and take full
control of the airport facilitics in a period of time before itis eventually
transferred to the government.

Frank H. Murkowski

will include a Chinese labor ac-
tivist, a pregnant garment worker,
a Bangladeshi and a Pakistani
national, according to sources.
Tenorio will be joined by his
advisers and legislative leaders.

Bruce Babbitt

This was the second congres-
sional hearing attended by CNMI
officials since 1992 when labor
and immigration problems in the
CNMI first surfaced.

Sen. Frank H . Murkowski (R-

Alaska), chairman of the commit-
tee, earlier said that while he
believes that a level of federal
control “now looks necessary,”
he would maintain an open mind
on the issue.

While agreeing that conditions
in the CNMI “have reached dire
straits,” Murkowski said he “sin-
cerely hopes a solution may be
reached averting dire conse-
quences.”

CNMIl leaders appeal tothe fed-
eral governmentto allow the Com-
monwealth to keep its autonomy,
maintaining that federalization
would destroy the local economy.

The U.S. mainland press and
Insular Affairs Director Al
Stayman are among the CNMI’s
archcritics.

NMI faces critics today

OSHA: No sweatshops in latest visit

" By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THEOCCUPATIONAL Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA)
found only one instance of over-
crowded workers’ living quarters
during its just-concluded inspections
in the Commonwealth, an OSHA
report submitted to the Department
of Labor and Immigration (DOLI)
showed.

The report, according to Ron
Biggersof DOLI's Healthand Safety
Office, will be among documents
that will be presented by OSHA Re-
gional Administrator Frank Strasheim
ntoday’sUS Senatecommittee hear-

Population of
‘Tinian rising -
by 5% weekly.

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
DISPLAYING the initial signs of
arowth from the upcoming opening
of the casinoindustry, Tinianisexpe-
riencing asteady increase in the num-
ber of people with the migration of
nonresident and local workers.

This increase in population is ex-
pected to have a multiplier effect in
the island’s economy since there
would be more people togotoseveral
business estuablishments,

Tinian Chamber of Commerce
president Phillip Mendiola Long dis-
closed that there has been a steady
five percent increase in total is-
land population, attributing the

- development to the impending

casino industry.

Long said Tinian is facing a major
economic boom that may save the
Commonwealth's ailing economy
with the slump in Saipan’s tourism
industry and the pending demise of
the garment sector which has been
the target of federal takeover advo-
cates.

He added that the increase in
Tinian's population would meun an
additional weekly expenseof $7.000
to $10000 circulating within the
island’s economy.

**Morepeople are comingtoTinian.
‘Despite this, we don't have a satura-
tion of workers here unlike Saipan
where there we numerous workers
picketing infrontof Horigochi Build-

Continued on page 20

ing on CNMI federal takeover legis-
lations.

Strasheim led a nine-man team of
OSHA agentsduring the month-long
inspections.

Hehas reportedly leftlast Saturday
for the hearing.

Biggers said Strasheim’s team did
not find sweatshops.

Some $74,400 in fines, according
to the report, was imposed on some
34CNMlemployers found liable for
about 71 healthand safety violations,
44 of which were classified as “seri-
ous.”

OSHA fumished DOLI with its
report as part of a good fuith agree-

mentearlierreached between the two
agencies.

Asked if OSHA could have possi-
bly withheld otherinformationinthe
report, Biggers said the federal
agency, if it did, could be violating
the recently-reached agreement.

The agreement, initiated by DOLI
onorders of Gov.PedroP. Tenorioin
Jan. this year, calls for joint OSHA-
CNMI govemment actions, inspec-
tions included, against erring Com-
monwealth employers.

Biggers said at least two of the
inspections done by OSHA was par-
ticipated in by counterpit DOLI

Continued on page 20

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
TRAININGunskilled workersfrom
otherMicronesianislandsisnotonly
expensive, the efforts sometimes
hardly bear fruitorbearnofruitatail,
according to the Hotel Association
of the Northern Mariana Islands.

HANMI said mostof the workers
fromotherPacificislandstates come
with practically no job skills, al-
though recruitment of Micronesian
hotel workers has previously been
utilized with some success.

HANM I cited the sad experience
of the Palace Hotel onGuam which,
in 1990, experimented withrecruit-
ing 200 unskilled Micronesians.

The Palace brought themtoGuam
forintensive hospitality training. Af-
ter providing for their housing, food
uniforms, and medical care for sev-
eral months, “the hotel discovered
the sad truth.”

“,..most of the training time was
spentnotinteaching jobskills butin
basichygiene andotherlivingskills,”
HANMI said in a position paper.

By the end of the program, 75
percent had returned home or left to
work forotherbusinesses. currently,
only 20 people remain from that
original staff.

OtherGuamhotels, HANMIsaid,
leamed from the example and no
recruitment program of this magni-
tude has been atiempted since.

“Those of us in the hotel business
on Saipan that do employ
Micronesian workers have valued
their contributions to our business,”
said HANMIi president Ron Sablan.

But he said significant social im-

HANMI says Micronesia workers
need more training for hotel jobs

Ron Sablan

pacts and costs to local govemn-
ments have become the subject of
regional controversy as more
Micronesian family members who
do not work have migraed to
Saipan, Guam and Hawaii to join
their employed family members.
Unlike the typical Asian worker
who remits money home, Sablan
said, the paychecks of Micronesian
workers are often utilized to bring
family members to live with them.
“In a typical family, one person
works to support six to eight rela-
tives who come to live with them,
Those whodon't work enjoy all the
rights of citizens to utilize a maxi-
mum level of food stamps, health
andeducationalfacilities,and other
government services,” he added.
The impact of Micronesians mi-
grating freelty tothe largerislandsin
the Western Pacific has been so
great, that in 1995 Guam Senator
Carlotta Leon Guerrero filed a tax-
payer lawsuit against President
Clintonand the DepartmentofInte-

Continued on page 20
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M A Meetlng Place For Our

And Yours

ff- [gﬁ t‘g .Mar-VlcC Munar

We’re not UFO allens

FREE press is not about being told what to write and how to
think. We report what should be reported.

A CNMI government lawyer called the Variery's office last
Friday. infuriated by that day’s main headline, "Teno Sued
Over ARC.” Tt was “idiotic.” according to Mr. Government
Lawyer.

The story was about the lawsuit filed against the govern-
ment by Filipino worker Marmil Cayabyab who was denied
entry at the airport because, his lawyer said, immigration
authorities declared his alien registration card “invalid.”

It was a “false allegation™ and the press shouldn’t have run
the story. according to the lawyer, who gave some logic-
defying explanations for the guy’s detention.

The fact is. there was this poor guy with a job and an entry
permit. detained at the airport for whatever reason. The press
is certainly not in the position to pass judgment on the case.
It’s for the Court to decide.

But there are some points that | want to make in response
to Mr. Government Lawyer's remark that [ have a“personal
conflict” on the issue. Contrary to his condescending sugges-
tion. whatever sentiment I may have on the issue has totally
nothing to do with my race or my status as a contract worker.
Most of us reporters may be contract workers, but we profess
to be part of the community. When we criticize, we don’t
have any other agenda but to help, because we care.

Reporters ought to be always distant and objective, but
we're not immune to human sensibilities. It’s hard not to be.
sympathetic to one side when you see clearly the irrationali-
ties of the other.

One doesn’t have to be a fellow alien or a contract worker
to feel compassion for a woman being handcuffed as if she
wis 4 common criminal accused of a heinous crime; sub-
jected to undue humiliation, just because she didn’t have an
alien registration card or whatever crap that government
raiders were looking for. There's a proper way to do that. ]
gon’t believe that picces of papers are more sacred than
human dignity.

A Chinese worker was raped here twice, First, physically
by the immigration officer who was in charge of her; then by
the system that deported her.

Lastweek, Mr. Tony Pellegrino complained about how the
immigration agents ransacked his business place. Why do
raiders have to act like mini tyrants swooping down on
worksites in what Mr. Pellegrino described as a “Gestapo-
type” fashion?

To describe these as Nazi-esque is probably exaggerated
and sensational. But for sure, anything close to it is some-
thing that we don’t expect and we don’t want to witness in
what is otherwise anidyllic island. or in any other place for
that matier.

Ruce-based policies should be abandoned. The new health
regulations, forexample, should be implemented fairly. Dis-
criminatory poticies defy human sense of fairness and equal-
1y which, ironically. statesiders so often cry out. This place
i~ o hitde America. It shouldn™t be like George Orwell's
Animal Farm,where “All animals are equal, bur some are
nmaore cqual than others.”

Alien workers should not end up like, to quote Mr. V.K.
Sawhney s brilliance, "innocent pawns” in a political game
that Saipan and Washington are playing. These aliens are not
creatures fromouter space. They are a group of human beings
with a symbiotie relationship with the CNMI. They found
jobs here und. undoubtedly, contribute to the local economy.

Things need to be done: reforms are fong overduce. But they
don’t have to be carried out in this gung-ho approach. The
wauy things are going now only give the federal government
some Kind of comedic theatries to amuse themselves with.

Reforms should be handled  more responsibly: with rational
thoughts and actions. The government shouldn ™t be concentrating
on a short-term goad, which at this point, appears 1o be focused
exclusively on winning the tug-o-war over immigration control. It
is. undisputedly, a crucial goal. But what lies beyond that? Let's
envision the future —with orwithour the feds.

Now let’s all calm down: take a deep breath.

And then, think.
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c® Letters to the Editor

Lawyer responds on Strasheim’s letter

Dear Editor;

Last Friday you published a letter
to the Editor from OSHA’s Regional
Administrator Mr. Strasheim com-
plaining that an ad placed in your
newspaper by my firm foran OSHA
Seminar was “misleading.”

I have to admit he was right.

Allow me to apologize to OSHA.
My ad in fact made OSHA look
better than it is.

Since placing that ad, [ have ob-
tazined intemal OSHA memos and
other statistits which show the truth
about OSHA.

OSHA will of course want to deny
the following and [ won't speculate
onwhy they mightdoso(isit because
of Allen Stayman?) Whoops! T said I
wouldn’t speculate and there 1 go
“speculating.” Sorry OSHA.

+ OSHA cannot inspect mainland
businesses with fewer than 10
emloyees because of limits placed on
theirappropriationsby Congress. The
only place in the country where they
can inspect such small businesses is
the CNMI because they.use Mr.
Stayman’s DOI funds to inspect. |
won't speculate why...

+Guamand Saipancombinedhave
the lowest number of fatalities and
work-refated injurics in Region IX,
yet Mr. Stayman uses 85% of his

resources to inspect and reinspect the
safest areas in his region. I won't
speculate why...

*Emiployers in Saipan are 88 times
more likely to be inspected than em-
ployees in California. I won’t specu-
late why...

* Mr. Strasheimhidesthe real facts.
The truth is OSHA assessed $13.5
million in penalties on Guam and
Saipanin 1992-97whentherestofhis
Region IX was assessed less than
$400,000. I won't speculate why...

Even OSHA'’s former Region IX
Administrator can’t stomach what
OSHA is doing here.

This week he issued areport accus-
ing OSHA inspections here as being
**an abuse of authority and a waste of
taxpayer monies.”

OSHAsintemal reportshavebeen
given to the media.

Mr. Strasheim lastweek conducted
atwo-day investigationtofind whoin
OSHA dared release the truth.

These reports showed that anaver-
ageofonlytwoviolations were found
forevery inspectioninthe CNMiand
that only 1% these violations were
wilfull, only 2% were repeat.

That’s very good. OSHA’s own
report admitted employers in the
CNMI have fewer violations than
employers in the mainland.

By the way, Mr. Stasheim, why

don’t you tell the folk here that in the
mainland, OSHA doesn’t even in-
spect barracks. Why do they do it
here? I don't wan’t to speculate.

The truth is that OSHA has been
denied most of the search warrants it
hassoughton Saipanwhenthe target’s
attorney was invited to attend the
conference.

Atleast one target was a hotel.

The requests for warrants were not
““dropped” or*withdrawn,” they were
denied; I was there.

Yes, [ will apologize for my ad in
the OSHA seminar—it was mislead-
ing.

[t failed to tell the people the sorry
truthabout atotally politicized OSHA
that has unfairly targeted with all its
mightand resources the safest area in
its Region.

I won't speculate why.

Mr. Strasheim’s letter was ridicu-
lous and misleading and OSHA
should be ashamed of abusing its
power out here. Don’t expect the
truth from OSHA.

Iandothershave sentthem and Mr.
Stayman Freedom of Information
requests for the truth. They ignore us.

Could it be OSHA has been
policized? Whoops! There Igoagain.
I'shouldn’t speculate why.

ROBERT O'CONNOR

Letter sender suggests ‘best solution’

Dewr Editor:

GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
hasanumberof pressing problems in
his hands.

The problem with the federal gov-
emment, the problem of the Asian
economic crunch, and now his prob-
lemonthe local ordomestic financial
situation.

Last month, former Gov. Froilan
Tenortotold Tenoto find solutions to
the financial problem of the CNMI
government instead of blaming him.

Ataboutthe sametime, Gov.Pedro
P. Tenorio publicly insinuated that a
large amount of income camers re-
bate monies was missing or spent
without the appropriate authorizz-

tion.

If it is rue that rebate tax monies
were spent or were missing, then
perhaps the only solution is to tike
former Gov. Froilan Tenoric and
some of his top officials to court and
make them personally liable for the
missing rebate money.

Gov.P.P. Tenoriocannot levy fees
Oor Laxes or assess monies from tax-
payers or from the business commu-
nity sohecangenerate enough funds?
Is fair at all,

Alien workers and employers are
paying substantial amount of money
into the government for whose ben-
cfit? Some years ago, the govemn-
ment was issuing alien registration
cardtonewly arrived workers at prac-

tically no cost to the employer or
workers.

The new idea or regulation if there
is any, to require all alien workers to
go through HIV or TB physical ex-
amination at any clinic for $125.00is
not only a redundancy, but is ridicu-
lous.

What would happen if an alien
worker contracted HIV or TB from
another alien worker after he or she
entered the CNMI? Who would pay
for medical treaument for such per-
son? The employer should not be
blamed forthe cost. Maybe the CNMI
needs deregulation.

JERRY HERNANDEZ
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A ‘Flood’ of

medical info

By William L. Fiood, M.D.
For the Variety

Facts about AIDS/H

When I'write my weekly column, I
usually try to make it at least a little
enjoyable, funny even. Butnot this
week. There just isn’t anything
funny or humorous about AIDS or
HIV. Andldon’thave the answers.

'The World Health Organization
recently reported:

“The more we know about the
AIDS epidemic, the worse it ap-
pears.... the rates of HIV transmits-
sion have been grossly underesti-
mated...."

AIDS, Acquired Immunodefi-
ciency Syndrome, has been spread-
ingsteadily through the humanrace
for the last 30 years. HIV, the
Human Immunodeficiency Virus
which causes AIDS isnota particu-
larly contageous virus.

Mostinfections come fromdirect
sexual contact, or from exposure to
infected blood or dirty needles.

In children, sadly, much of the
infection comes even before birth,
from their infected mothers.

The world-sidenumbers are stag-
gering, unbelievable.

Maybe thatis why sofew seemto
be concemned at times, the numbers
are just so huge that they numb our
conscience.

Today, in our world, among per-
sons aged 15-50, one in every 100
are infected with the AIDS virus.

That’s over 30 million people,
and to that you can add another 1
million if you include kids under
age 5.

Insomecountries it getsuptoone
in ten, and in some villages seven
outof ten women having babies are
HIV positive.

Andit’s getting worse. Quickly.

Every single day another 16,000
personsarenewly infected, andover
6000 die.

Ofthose whodie, halfare women,
and almost a fourth are children.

Think about those numbers a

minute.

One out of 100.

30 million people.

There are some other facts which
should make us really wake up here
in the Marianas.

» We are close, really close, to
Southeast Asia and there is a lot of
AIDS in Africaand Asia,

* Most people with AIDS don’t
know they have it.

The UNestimates that 9 out of 10
HIV infected people don’t know
they are infected.

Nine out of ten.

That’s 27 out of those 30 million
people, they have this life-threaten-
ing infection, and they don’t even
know they have it.

Medicines are available, but what
use are medicines when you don’t
even know you need them?

Besides, they don’t cure the ill-
ness,andthey are grossly expensive,
way beyond the budgets of most
individuals or countries.

Prevention is available too, by
avoidingsexualcontactwithinfected
individuals and use of contaminated
needles or blood.

This sounds easy, but it isn’t.

Tespecially worry aboutouryoung
people.

The CNMI has a really high num-
ber of teenage pregnancies.

It isn’t spoken of much, but it is
true.

And some confidential surveys of
high school and college youth indi-
cate that our young pCOple are very
sexually active, rarely using protec-
tion.

Teenagers don’t think about pre-
vention; they think about action.

These actions could cost them
their lives, and the lives of many
others they love.

It could cost us our children.

We need to stop it.

Now.

Church minister in ‘hot
water’ for ‘labor activities’

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
A CHURCH minister, who sought a
newemployerfor 16abandonednon-
resident workers, ironically ended up
facing possible deportation for alleg-

edly engaging in unlawful employ- -

ment activities.

Records at the Department of La-
borand Immigration(DOLI) showed
Lee Pan Sik, some time last year,
interceded on behalf of the workers
by allegedly arranging for their em-
ployment with a certain Bemadita
Taitano who runs J&B Enterprises.

Taitano, records further showed,
allegedly received $8,000 from the
workers through Lee, supposedly in
exchange for their employment.

However, Taitano, who, it turned
out, was not in a position to hire the
workers, “wrongfullyrelied on Lee
to provide them with jobs.

Lee, for his part, denied any re-

sponsibility as a de fucto employer,
insisting, during a recent hearing on
the case by DOLI Administrative
Hearing Office Supervisor Linn
Asper, that he only acted as an inter-
mediary foracertainKimHong Kyun.

Kim was the workers’ employer
who has fled CNMI allegedly with
most of the money that the latter had
paid for employment on Saipan.

The workers, following Lee’s in-
tercession, were provided “little
work... and no wages,” according to
Asper.

*“A preponderance of the evidence
supports a finding that Lee became a
defacto employerofthe (workers) by
acting in the manner he did with
Taitano regarding the employment
of the (workers),” Asper maintained
in his findings.

Asper ruled that Lee and Taitano
be referred to the Criminal Division
of the Attommey General’s Office

(AGO-CD) **for prosecution for
criminal offenses” regarding the
case.

He also ruled that the 16 work-
ers, who were granted transferem-
ployment relief, be awarded
$12,688 each for a year's unpaid
wages and liquidated damages.

[t was not however made clear as
to where the workers could get
their money claims.

Taitano and Lee were each or-
dered to pay $8,000 for labor viola-
tions and are permanently barred
from hiring new nonresident work-
€rs.

Lee, Asper further ruled, is to be
referred to DOLI’s immigrationdivi-
sion “for engaging in unlawful em-
ployment activities while admitted
(in the CNMI) as a minister of a
church.

Variety tried butfailed toreach Lee
and Taitano.

Employer told to abide by settlement

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
AN EMPLOYER has been ordered
topay herworker$5,000for failure to
comply with an earlier settlement
agreement.

At the same time, Linn Asper,
Administrative Hearing Office
(AHO) Supervisor of the Depart-

ment of Labor and Immigration, in
his ruling, barred the employer, iden-
tified as a certain Elizabeth Blake,
from hiring new nonresident worker
until the fines are fully paid.

Asper likewise referred Blake’s
casetothe Attorney General’s Office
(AGO) for collection assistance.

The matter sternmed from a labor

dispute between Blake and her em-
ployee which was settled on Jan. 28
this year where Blake agreed to pay
$2,500 by last Feb. 17.

Blake, Asper said, has however
failed to issue payment.

Asper likewise ruled that the em-
ployer be granted transfer employ-
ment relief.

120 million injuries in
global workplace in ‘97

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE FIGURES seem like casual-
ties of a major war but these losses
occur not on a battlefield but in the
workplace.

Global statistics indicated that
there were 200,000 people killed
andmore than 120millioninjured in

‘| the workplace last year.

These, health authorities said, are

only part of much wider impact of -

health hazards at work. The links
between alcohol and work injury
are of rising concern.

The World Health Organization
[WHO] said there may be up to 160
million casesa year of occupational
diseases stemming from exposure
tochemical, biological and physical
agents,andotherenvironmental haz-
ards.

Surveys show increasing expo-
suretopsychological stress at work.

The profound changes in work
habits and lifestyles associated with
modemization meanthatconditions
such as diabetes and premature dis-

ability associated with ergonomic
factors are increasing among young
adults and in the working popula-
tion.

Inaddition, more people arelikely
to suffer from psychiatric and neu-
rological conditions.

At the same time, violence in all
its forms has increased dramatically
worldwide in recent decades. Dur-
ing 1993, atleast four milliondeaths
resulted from unintentional or in-
tentional injury, including 300,000
murders.

Of the violent deaths, some three
million were in the developing na-
tions. In many countries, homicide
and suicide accountfor20% to0 40%
of deathsinmalesaged 15-34 years.

In half the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean, homi-

. cide is the second leading cause of

deathinpeople aged 15-24 years. It
is more frequent among men and
increases in direct relationship with
age, and is closely associated with
depression, personality disorders,
substance abuse and schizophrenia.

i

Put Yourself
Back on Top

If it seems like all you do is pay bill after bill, and
wonder how you'll ever be able to cover all your
expenses, it's time to get your finances together
and pay one bill instead of 2 or more!!!

Call now!

]

' Offering quality financial services |

i for over 20 years

« Corporate Note Investment

- Financial Services "Loans"
« Insurance

Located in the Cabrera Center Garapan

e can consolidate your bills and establish control over your
debts with a reduced monthly payout.

DEBT CONSOLIDATION

Applying 1s fast, easy and convenient. After approval, we can work out
terms and payments to suit your budget So give your finances a leg up.

Pacrric FINanciar Corp.

"You're First in All We Do"
P.O. Box 1657, Saipan, MP 96950
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- V F———] ign :
Igéi El%?egs( ' E ‘
SE| SN
83| .
| \
L




6-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-WEDNESDAY- APRIL 1, 1998

Medicine shipment to
Chuuk is ‘tax-exempt’

PALIKIR (FSMIS)—President Jacob Nena has informed Chuuk Gover-
nor Ansito Walter that an expected medicine shipment will be exempted
from import duties and the FSM Customs Regulations, according to his
Attorney General.

Nena was responding to Walter’s letter seeking clarification on whether
donated medicine by the Church of the Nazarene for Chuuk State are
subjected to the FSM import tax and customs regulations.

Rev. Dave Hane, Assistantto the Regional Director, Church of Nazarene,
based in Manila, Philippines told Walter that working together with
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries (NCM), Nazarene Health Care Fel-
lowship (NHCF) and Heart to Heart (H2H) can arrange shipment of
medicine in a 20-foot container sent to Chuuk State.

Costs of shipment to the point of its arrival in Chuuk will be covered by

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE DEPARTMENT of Labor and
Immigration found 16" hazards™dur-
ingitsrecentinspectionof twoLower
Base factories owned by business
tycoon Willie Tan.

A report furnished by DOLI’s la-
bordivisiontoacting Secretary Mark
Zachares showed that the possible
violationsof health and safety regula-
tions mostly involved electrical in-
stallations and fire concerns.

NCM. . T ; . . According to the report, garment
Any transportation or distribution charges in Chuuk will be the responsi- materials were found stacked in front

bility of Chuuk State.

NCM requested an official statement in a letter stating that the medicine
will be allowed into Chuuk State tax free and duty free.

It will be used for humanitarian purpose and not for re-sale. J

of a high voltage electrical switch

thereby posing a fire huzard.
Several automatic sprinkler heads

too were found blocked while boxes

Students at the NMC School of Education Lab collect their homework before the end of the day. NMC Board
of Regents recently approved an extension to fourth grade, despite the possibility of teachers leaving to PSS.
Vision

Photo by Laila C. Younis
\) o & . PAP A Center

Your partner in audio & video products
(Fresh from Japan)

They're Back! =

:
e 4 D

Audio

Req. $1299.00
now only

oy e
i G

PIONEER Z-AV7000
VCD CD LD Piay Linear Power Spkr. Karaoke: vi/ key Control Echo/
2 mic nputs Made In dapan

PIONEER Z-AV999V
VCD.CO'LD Play Karaoke wi key control Echin2-mic inputs VCD
Bon sidiz play

B Reg. 5995 00 4

Reg. $985.00

N . now only \
s 00 now on i
) 3799 '{/4 ) $709°9160 /ﬁ
j = Am:r..u-u. A Shown . <z - T ‘

PIONEER VS-8
VCD:.CO/LD Play Lincar Power Spkr. Karaoke w/ key Control Echo/
2 mic inputs Made in Japan

SONY- MHC 707
Video CD Ver. 2.0 3 CD Changer Digital Echio/Key Ctrl.
Voltage Selector

Jvc - vcr $399.00

HR-A53U

4-Head HI-FI ﬂnly

sony VCR $429.00

SLV-675HF

4-Head HI-FI only

Available

‘Easy Tel. No. 322-3012 ,
lay-away plan ° " BviERicwy] eem—_ \/ISA /AMEX
ﬁFreeyTrans)Egrtaﬁon Fax No. 322-3046 M=SiEs et ACCEPTED

withflammablematerials were alleg-
edly being stored by company per-
sonnel in front of clectrical outlets.
Other findings include bundles of
sarments found blocking aisleways,
abrokenelectrical switch cover by an
embroidery room, unsecured
boxes, and an unprotected electrical
panel. -
“There were non-approved
splices...eight sewing machines were

" missing required guards to cover

rorating belts,” said the report.

Further, the team of investigators
that participated in DOLI’s March 12
unannounced inspections of the Tan
Holdings garment factories also re-
portedly found a blocked fire extin-
guisher, high voltage electrical
switches covered up with garments
and an elevator door that allegedly
was not properly secured to prevent
workers{rom walkingunder while in
use.

Itwasnotimmediately knownhow
much Tan Holdings faces in terms of
fines due to the alleged violations.

Steven Pixley, Tan Holdings law-
yer, said is the company is “address-
ing the problems.”

“Looks to me though... minor vio-
lations,” he said.

Pixley said TanHoldingshad*vol-
untarily” submitted itself to a similar
inspection by the Occupational Safety

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
ACTING Gov. Jesus R. Sablan
has nominated Edward 1. Sablan
to the Parole Board.

In a letter yesterday to acting
Senate President Thomas P.
Villagomez (R-Saipan), the act-
ing governor said Sablan, if con-
firmed by the Senate, would rep-
resent Saipan on the board and
serve a six year tern.

The acting governor said he and
Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, whois in

Sablan named to Parole Board

DOLI report enumerates
‘faults’ found in Tan firms

and Health Administration (OSHA)
in November last year.

It will be recalled that aside from
the alleged health and safety viola-
tions, authorities also found what was
decribed as “highly-regulated medi-
cines.” anallegedly unlicensed nurse
and a four-bed “clinic™ during the
raid.

The nurse, identified as a certain
Ding Di, according to DOLI, may
face deportation proceedings.

However, Pixley said the com-
pany is contesting the planned depor-
tation.

“She (Di)hasavalid contractsigned
by (DOLI officials) authorizing her
10 be a nurse (in the CNMI)," said
Pixley.

He stressed thatthere is”noground™
to deport Di.

Earlier interviews with DOLI offi-
cials had it that the medicines were
beinganalyzed. Resultsof suchanaly-
sis have yet o be obtained

Some 1,000 workers were also
found without Alien Registration
Cuards.

Assistant Attomey General Rob
Goldberg, who led the raid with
Zachares, said the workers fuce de-
portation if they failed to immedi-
ately secure ARCs.

Pixley said he is still pursuing talks
with Goldberg on the matter.

Washington, D.C., are "confident
that (Sablan) is qualified and will
be an asset on this most important
board.”

Before he left, Tenorio nomi-
nated Mametto M. Ayuyu and
lawyer Perry B. Inos to serve on
the Parole Board.

If confirmed by the Senate,
Ayuyu and Inos would also serve
a six-year term, '

Ayuyu would represent Rota
on the board, while Inos would
represent Saipan.

DFW to conduct periodic

evaluations on Sariguan

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE COMMONWEALTH Divi-
sionof Fishand Wildlife will conduct
aperiodic evaluation of Sariguan Is-
land to determine whether its just-
concluded goat eradication program
is benefitting the arca.

Thepost-cradication"issessment,
according to DFW Director Richard
Seman, will commence carly next
month.

“We have to make a follow-up to
see what improvement is visible in
the long- and short-term,™ he ex-
plained.

“And then we will move on o
nuike a consistent assessment over
time,” he added.

“We want to see what kind of
improvement we have achieved.”

Seman said a tleam off DEW stafT
will wavel o the Sarguan Isknd to
begin the assessment.

He said lessons from Sariguan Is-
lund willbe applied tosimilarupceom-
ing operations on other parts of the
Northem Iskinds.

Semuan has earlier said that vegetu-

PPN

tion has significantly increased in the
iskind following the capture of an
estimated TOOO eoats all of which
wereeuthanized due totranspont prob-
lems.

The plan to rid Sariguan Istand
of the feral animals was hatched
infate 1996 after a study showed
that the wild goats have multi-
pliedinsucha way that they have
overwhelmed the island’s veg-
ctation, posing a threat 1o the
arca’s ecological balance,

Seman said tracing gadgets
have been instabled 10 a few re-
maining goats as part of a mopping-
up operation.

The goats, he explaimed, will in-
stinctively join herds thereby saving
DEW time and resources in tacking
downwhat was leftof the eradication
operation. i

Seman had explained thatall goats
must be cuthanized as the animals
have @ unigue behavior 10 “muss-
populate™ in times when their num-
ber has dwindled.

Ittook DEFW about three months to
complete the operation.
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Bank sues to

collect debt

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE BANK of Hawaii yester-
day sued a private firm and
two other persons to collect
$.4 million for alleged non-
payment of debt.

BOH, through counsel
Kevin E. Moore, named as
defendants Tri-All Interna-
tional Corporation, Adela A.
Arcales, and Lolita Tan in the
suit filed in the Superior Court.

BOH asked the court to or-
der the defendants to pay the
principal sum of $444,908.30
and $30,730.66 in accrued in-
terest from last March 25.

The complaint said on April
30, 1997, Tri-All executed to
BOH a promissory note,
whereby the firm promised to
pay in full on or before July I,
1997 $444,908.30 with inter-
est.

Moore in the complaint said
Tri-All agreed to pay on de-
mand all of BOH's expenses,

including reasonable attor-
neys’ fees, arising out of or
related to the protection or
enforcement of the bank’s
rights under the note.

Moore said on April 21,
1992 Arcales and Tan ex-
ecuted a continuing guaranty
for the benefit of BOH in con-
sideration of any loans made
by the bank for the account of
Tri-All.

“In the guaranty, Arcales and
Tan absolutely and uncondition-
ally guaranteed to the Bank the
due and punctual payment of all
principal, interest and other
sums due or to become due from
Tri-All to the Bank whether then
existing or thereafter incurred
from time to time until the ter-
mination of the liability of
Arcales and Tan under the
guaranty,” Moore said.

Despite demand, Tri-All,
Arcales and Tan have refused
to make the required payments
under the note and guaranty.

CRM supports bill on
Saipan lagoon’s uses

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE Coastal Resources Man-
agement has expressed sup-
port for two House bills that
seeks a moratorium on sea
cucumber fishing and the pro-
hibition of engine-powered
commercial vessels in the
Saipan Lagoon.

CRM acting Director Peter
. Barlas said the CRM sup-
ports House Bill 11-144 which
also seeks a moratorium on
the harvesting of seaweeds and
sea grasses, which are “most
in danger of disappearing.”

The moratorium would be
for at least 10 years and may
be extended for all or any of
the three species by the Lands
and Natural Resources secre-
tary.

The CRM, however, recom-
mends a restriction, too, on
the harvesting of fish and all
other marine life in the lagoon
except harvesting through tra-
ditional methods like fish trap,
talaya, free-diving spear fish-
ing (no scuba or mechanical
air supply), and hook and line.

The CRM also recommends
requiring a harvesting permit
and cateh limit for all com-
mercial takings in the lagoon.

The CRM, insupporting HB
11-35, said pressure on the la-
goon would be reduced with
the prohibition of motorized
watercraft inside the lagoon.

It said the bill, if enacted
into a law, would allow for
more traditional use of the la-
goon resources and the reduc-

( RACYCLE

tion of user conflicts.

Barlas, however, said the
bill poses “some potential
backlash from individuals who
would be affected economi-
cally.”

He said the CRM would rec-
ommend a public hearing to
enable all affected partied o
air their concerns.

Trewo Things Happening at

Q.19 c§olden dobster
@7  Restavrant 2

@

By popular demand, Golden Lobster Restaurant is pleased to
announce that we will resume our weekday breakfast service on
April 12, 1998. Our new hours will be: 7:00am-11:00am Breakfast T
11:00am-2:00pm Lunch-6:00pm-10:00pm Dinner, Monday thru Sunday”
BREAKFAST WILL NO LONGER BE AVAILABLE AFTER 11:00am
MONDAY THRU SUNDAY. So take advantage of our $3.95 breakfast
special while it lasts.

Our BENTO has a little bit of a change, now YOU can pick which 3 items
YOU choose to have on your bento on ANY DAY. Ask your server for details.

We can now accept phone or fax orders at this number
235-1457 (IGLR).

Beginning April 7, 1998, We will offer FREE OFFICE LUNCH
DELIVERY between Chalan LaoLao and San Antonio. All other villages . - ==~} :
have a $2.00 delivery fee.... ALL DELIVERIES ARE SUBJECT TO A i B
MINIMUM OF $20.00. |

Also beginning April 7, 1998, we will be offering a selected sandwich
menu for lunch.

every Monday, excluding items already on special. “To get onew
just ask your server for details on how to qualify.” e

The energy
* Limit one tissue box per visit. 1
Wb Sunplis faar P to make a difference.
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Brandon C. Fejeran

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
FOR the 1998 Spelling Bee Regional
Champion. thekey towinningis™study-
ing hard and don't get nervous™

Marianas Baptist seventh grader
Brandon C. Fejeran whizzed through
the tough rounds of the regional spell-
ing bee finals with competitors from
Palau and Guam.

“Itwas adifficultcompetition. there
were @ lot of good spellers.  But I
wanted to domy best and give my best
performance.” said Fejeran.

“lalsohad fundoingit, itwasmy first

spelling bee competition. I studied and
practicedeveryday. The other students
also deserved a chance to win be-
cause Lknow they also worked very
hard.” he said.

Thirty-six students from schools in
the CNMI. Guam and Palau partici-
patedinthe annual regionalevent spon-
sored by Pacific Daily News.

Fejeran will also go, as Pacific re-
gional champion, to Washington. DC
from May 24 to the 30th for the Na-
tional Spelling Bee Competition, all
expenses paid.

“Ttis funny because Brandon came
in 6th place in the island competitions.
But he walked out champion at the
regional.” sasid MBA Literature Instruc-
tor and Coach Bob Lee.

“Brandon is the hardest working
speller I ever worked with. Even on
daysheisnot feelingtoowell, he would
practice and study.” said Lee.

“We started training since last year
October and (o me, he is the classic
competitor. Henever stoppedstudying
and he practices good sportsmanship,”
he said.

eran Regional

And for the aspiring 12 year old.
whose favorite word s
“tricephalous™, competing in the
United States for the first time is
something to look forward to.

“I’'m a bit nervous, but I will domy
best. Also, I will enjoy my time there,
justhope I wontgetlost.” said Fejeran.

According to Lee, he has nothing to
worry about as Brandon has his family
support since preparations for the re-
gional, Lee and Brandon’s parents will
accompanying Brandon to Washing-
ton, DC.

“His family has been very helpful
and the support was there,” he said.

Brandon agrees, and thanks his par-
ents, his family and friends and his

- coachMr. Lee for supporting and train-

ing him.

Fromtheregionalcompetition, Bran-
don won $500 cash, a $100 savings
bond, a Websters Dictionary and a
spelling book.

“For students wishing to get into
spelling bee competitions, justremem-
bertostay catm, do yourbest and don’t
getnervous,” he added.

Spelling

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you havea
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

1998 PDN Regional Spelling Bee Champion Brandon C. Fejeran with

his coach Marianas Baptist Instructor Bob Lee.  Pnoto by Laila C. Younis

%

Island smiles. Northern Marianas College students from the Saipan Preparatory Club practice their smiles
Photo by Laila C. Younis

before giving out hot lunches for their fundraising last Saturday.

THE ENTIRE PROPOSAL.

the past, and 1s currently, in comp

April 1, 1998

Commontoealtl @tilities Corporation
JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
CUC-RFP-98-0022

The Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) is soliciting competitive proposals form responsible firms
capable of performing construction management and inspection of civil, clectrical and mechanical
construction activities for clectrical 13.8/34.5 kV generation and 34.5/13.8 kV distribution substations. The
work included under this contract will be on the island of Saipan, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands (CNMI). approximately 150 miles north of Guam.

Interested partics may pick up the scope of services al the CUC Procurement & Supply Office in Lower
Base. from 7:30 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, cxcept for government
observed holidays. or have the scope of services Faxes or mailed upon request.

Offerors shall provide a certification, signed by a principle of the company stating that the company has in
liance with all applicable CNMI and federal laws. Should the company be
unable to provide such certification, the company must provide written explanation as to why, including a
description of any violations to such labor laws and any remedial action taken. FAILURE OF THE
COMPANY TO PROVIDE THE CERTIFICATION OR EXPLANATION IS GROUNDS TO REJECT

Proposals will be evaluated and selections be made based on Bid Price - 50 points; Construction
Muanagement Experience - 30 points; and Construction Inspection Experience - 20 points.

A copy of the proposal must be submitied by Fax to (670) 322-6582 no later than 1:00 p.m., CNMI local
time, Tuesday, April 14, 1997. The original proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked CUC
RFP 98-0022, 10 CUC Procurement & Supply Office, P.O. Box 1220, Lower Base, Saipan, MP 96950, no
later than 3:00 p.m., local time, Monday, April 20, 1998,

Discussions may be conducted with responsible offerors, who submit proposals determined to be reasonably
susceptible of heing selected for award, for the purpose of clarification and to ensure full understanding of,
and responsiveness o, solicitation requirements. Offerors shall be accorded fair and equal treatment with
respect to opportunity for discussion and revision of proposals, and such revisions may be permitted after
submission and prior 1o award of the purpose of obtaining the best and final offers. In conducting discussions,
there shall be no disclosure of any information derived from proposals submitted by competing offerors.

CUC reserves the right to reject any or all proposals for any reason and to waive any defect in the proposals
if. in its sole opinton to do so, would be in its best interest. Al proposals shall become the property of CUC.

TIMOTHY P. VILLAGOMEZ
Executive Director

Humanities Council offers
Speaker Bureau Program

EVER wonder how the ancient
Chamorros, equipped with the
simples of tools, quarried huge
limestone columns weighing
many tons and then stood them
upright and put a half circular
cap, also weighing tons, on top?

How did the ancient people of
Pohnpei quarry twoton basaltlogs
and transport them to Nan Madol
and then stack them to for an
impenetrable wall that still stands
today? Were they walling some-
thing in or out?

How did the ancient Chamorros
catch fish? What sort of religious
practices did they have? How did
they make and how good were
they at using the arupat, the an-
cient weapon David used to kill
Goliath?

Where did the Chamorros come
from and how did they get to the
Marianas? Why did the Spanish
want to build missions in the
Marianas?

Whatever happened to Amelia
Earhart?

What was life like for the Is-
landers during the Japanese pe-
riod? During the Spanish period?

Why do we have federal courts
in the CNMI?

What is the Covenant and what
does it mean to the people of the
CNMI?

What are the most important
events shaping the lives of the
people of the CNMI? What will
the CNMIbe like inthe year 20007

Theseare justafewof the many
questions the CNMI Council
for the Humanities can help
you answer through our unique
program called “The Speak-
ers Bureau™ u free, public re-
source of regional scholars
who are available for presen-

tations on a wide varicty of

subjects inthe humanities such
as CNMI history (ancient and

recent) jurisprudence, WWII,
ethnology, civil rights, human
rights, ethics, literature and many
others.

Our speakers include highly
regarded sch_olars——historians,
judges, writers, anthropologists,
ethnologists, university professors
and well known community lead-
ers who offer a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience in many
fields.

The Speakers Bureau is avail-
able to all schools public and pri-
vate, civic associations or just
about any community organiza-
tion including ad hoc groups.

If you want a speaker to give a
talk to your school or organiza-
tion, check out the Speakers Bu-
reau and get a free catalog of
speakers and their subject areas.

The application process is
simple and takes about five min-
utes.

Applications for grant funds up
to $500 are now being accepted to
support the cost of bringing a
speaker to your school ororga-
nization.

Call or visit the Council of-
fice at 235-4785, ¢round floor
in King’s Plaza, Dandan,

We will also give you a free
copy of our Humanities Re-
source Catalog which contains
a large selection of videos on
American, European and
world history, the U.S. Con-
stitution, history of music, his-
tory of the English language,
great poets reading their own
poctry, literary history and
analysis, ethics and much,
much more.

We also have videos of the
public programs the Council
has funded including the re-
centvisitof Thomas Jefferson,
third president of the U.S. The
best news is that its all free!

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
SINCE 1981, the old Northern
Marianas College seal wel-
comedvisitorsinalarge wooden
board at the college’s entrance.

But as the college has contin-
ued to grow, President Agnes
Mcphetres pointed out, the old
seal “nolongerfits” the changes
the CNMI’s only higher institu-
tion is facing.

new seal

“We are now looking for de-
signs for a new seal. Some
examples should include edu-
cation, and representation of
Pacific cultures,” said
McPhetres.

“The college is expanding to
Baccalaureate programs, and we
would like our new seal to re-
flect that. We will be forming a
committee to review and ap-
prove the designs,” she said.

McPhetres also said that the
submission of seals is open to
the general public and awards
will be presented to the chosen
logo’s artist.

For more information, con-
tact the NMC Public Relations
Office at 234-5498.

DFW: fruit bat ‘threatened’

BASED on recent studies indicating
Mariana fruit bats regularly move
between the islands of the Mariana
archipelgo. the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service has proposed reclassifi-
cation of the species on Guam from
endangered to threatened and exten-
sionof threatened status tothe species
in the Commonwealth of the North-
ern Mariana Islands (CNMI).

“It makes sense biologically to
manage Mariana fruit bats in the en-
tire archipelago as one population,”
says Brooks Harper, field supervisor
for the Service’s Pacific Islands Of-
fice.*“ThebatsonRotamay very well
be the source of bats seen on Guam,
Saipan, Tinian and Agutjan, so we
need to provide consisten protection
for the species throughout its habi-
tat.”

The Mariana fruit bat inhabits the
native-forested areas o all of the
Mariana Islands. Few bats are found
on Saipan, Tinian and Aguijan. Only
onepopulationof fewer than 350bats
remains on Guam. Larger numbers
are found on the small uninhabited
islands north of Saipan. They feed
and roost primarily in native forests
and occasionally in coconut groves
and coastal strand vegetation.

Fruit bats are important in tropical
forests because they disperse plant
seeds. helping to maintain forest di-
versity and contributing to forest re-
covery after typhoons.

The fruit bats of Guam were first
givenameasurcol protectionin 1973
when the Government of Guam out-
lawed hunting of the species. They
were listed as endangered by the
Govemnmentof Guamin 1981 andby
the United States in 1984,

‘The current proposed rule recog-
nizes that the fruit bats of Guamand
the CNMIare asingle populationand
provides protection to the Mariana
fruit bats as a threatened species
throughout Mariana archipelago. In
earlier efforts to protect them, the
CNMI government placed a hunting
ban on fruit bats in the southerm
islandsin 1977 and listed those popu-
Jations as threatened and endangered
11991

The 1984 Federallisting wasbased
onthe assumption that the Guambats
formed a separate population seg-
ment distinct from the CNMI bats.

Recently, biologists have found evi-
dence that bats fly between the is-

Continued on page 20

MARIANAS High School and the
International Thespian Society
Troupe 5374 are pleased to present
their production of the musical
“WORKING.”

The production “WORKING”
performing April 3-4 at 7 p.m. at the
Multi-purpose center, honorsin Song,

dance and words, the world of work.

The workd of the performers are
based on the real life work of Mr.
Studs Terkel as adapted by Stephen
Schwartz and Nina Faso.

It reflects the joy, sadness, fulfill-
ment, frustration, aspirations and dis-
appointments of the sometimes col-

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
Q local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
< story you would like to share, or an event that needs to
s be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

esn Society to perform ‘Wor

orful, working world.

Themusicincludesworksby: Craig
Carnelia, Micki Grant, Mary Rogers,
SusanBerkinhead,James Taylorand
Stephen Schwartz.

This marks another in a long series
of spring musicals presented by
Marianas High School.

Miguel Valenciano from Interface Network shares a laugh with students from Hopwood Jr. High and Marianas
High School at the 6th Annual Youth Leadership Conference at the Multi-Purpose Center yesterday.

Photo by Laila C. Younis
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Worker amends ARC complaint

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff

A FILIPINO who was detained upon
armival on Saipan and sent back tothe
Philippines for not having a “valid”
alien registration card yesterday
amended his complaint to formally
seek his returm here and resume his
job as security guard.

The same persons including Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio were named defen-
dants by Marmil Cayabyab. The
CNMI wiss included as an additional

defendant.

The other day, Munson declared
that the oral motion that Cayabyab,
through his lawyer V.K. Sawhney.
made seeking his return here at the
defendants’ expense. “isnot propetly
before the court at this time.”

The motion was made during a
hearing on Cayabyab's motion for a
preliminary injunctionseeking tobar
the defendants from excluding him
from the CNML

In denying the motion. District

CrimeStoppers is offering

By Ferdiede la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE CRIME Stoppersisofferinga
reward of up to $1,000 to anyone
who could provide information
leading to the arrest of the thiee
remaining suspects in the reported
‘gangrape ' atthe Suicide Cliff over

the weekend.

Crime Stoppers Coordinator Sgt.
Franklin Babauta asked the public
to contact Crime Stoppers Hotline
at 2347272 of any information
about the three other suspects.

Babauta said callers may remain
anonymous as all information re-
layed toCrime Stoppers are strictly
confidential.

“We re waiting fortheir(public’s)
assistance. If they know who they
(suspects) are and where they
are...giveusacall. They caniieave a

reward for info on ‘rapists’

codenameornumber,” Babautasaid
in an interview.

The Department of Public
Safety’s Criminal Investigation
Bureau expressed optimism that
“there will be arrests today or this
week.”

“Wehaveavery good lead in this
case,”said anofficial of the CIB. He
did not elaborate.

Police arrested 21-year-old

Hadley F. Renguul, one of four
suspects who allegedly kidnapped
and raped two Chinese women at
the Suicide Cliff in Marpi early
Saturday moming,

Police investigation showed that
the victims were walking on their
way to barracks in Garapan when
the suspects onboard a van stopped
near them in front of Horiguchi
Building.

BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL LICENSING
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

PUBLIC NOTICE

Ray, Saipan. Agenda for the board meeting is as follows:
1. CalltoOrder
1 Determination of Quorum
3. Review and Adopuon of Agenda
4. Reviewand Adorlion of Minutes-
March 3, 1998 Meeting Minutes
5. Communications from Governor's

A, Governor's Office
B, Legislature
6 Chawrman’s Repon

//Juan Q. Inos
Chairman

Office & Legislature 0.

Board of Administrator’s Report i
& Investigator’s Report 12
4, Committee Reports 13,

Pursuant to PL. 841 Section 11, Governor Pedro . Tenono and Lt. Governor Jesus Sablan through the Board of
Professional Licensing (BPL) are hereby giving notice that it will hold its regular monthly mecting on Tuesday, Apnl 7.
1998 at 10:00AM at the Board's Officé located an the 2nd Floor of the Island Commercial Center Building 1n Gualo

A, Commiltee on Policy, Rules and
Regulations (M. Pangelinan)

B.  Committce on Revisions of the
Qualifications and Criterias for Different
Professions Under the Board s Jurisdiction (G. Castro)

0ld Business

A Applications for Board's Review

B, HB. 1016

€. Proposed Amendments to REA Regulations

New Business
Miscellancous Business
Adjournment of Mecting

CLINIC

! Oleat Beach :

==

2nd Floor Morgen Bldg.

SMILE
SAIPAN

DISCOUNT ON LOCALS FOR:

___ Braces?
Smile Saipan Dental Clinic
offering lowest prices ever

'« BEACH ROAD. San Jose

+ Braces

- Teeth Whitening

- Teeth Cleaning

- Fillings

- Denture Repair

- Extractions

» and other Dental needs
« Stateside Dentist

Call 235-3720

"Need dental works?

' - to GARAPAN =
| MICROL |

Judge Alex R. Munson said the de-
fendants had no notice that the plain-
tiff would make the motion.

The preliminary injunction was
rendered moot when Cayabyab was
sent back to the Philippines Saturday
afternoon.

Munson said it was aimed only at
the conditions of Cayabyab’s incar-
ceration.

Cayabyab was detained by the
Department of Labor and Immigra-
tion for seven days from March 22
upon his arrival from vacation in the
Philippines to March 28.

Inhis amended complaint, filed on
his behalf by Sawhney, Cayabyab
sought a preliminary and permanent
injunction requiring the defendants
toreturm him here and prohibiting the
defendants fromarresting, confining,
detainingandexcludinghimfromthe
CNML

Also named as defendants are act-
ing Laborand Immigration Secretary
Mark D. Zachares, Assistant Alty.
Gens. Robert Dunlap and Robert
Goldberg, and five unidentified Im-
migration officers.

Cayabyabcomplained thatnohear-
ing was held to determine whether
the alien registration card he had was
invalid. Itwassimply declared soby

Zachares and Goldberg, he said.

Cayabyab blamed Dunlap, who
was then acting attorney gencra, for
allegedly failing to “*properly train or
supervise Goldberg so that he would
notengage in conduct that deprived”™
himof his constitutional and statutory
rights.

Goldberg is assigned to DOLI to
give legal advice to the Division of
Immigration.

According toCayabyab, he left for

~ avacation in the Philippines Feb. 28

before the labor and immigration de-
partment instituted its new regula-
tions that require medical tests before
acontract workercanacquircanalien
registration card.

In his amended complaint,
Cayabyab alleged that while he was
detained, the defendants allegedly
stoppedprovidinghimfoodonMarch
26 and resumed giving him food on
March 27 after Munson issued a
temporary restraining order which
directed the defendants to pro-
vide food for Cayabyab.

The defendants, however, al-
legedly disobeyed the TRO by fail-
ing to provide Cayabyab breakfast
and lunch on March 28.

The defendants also allegedly
failed to provide "medical atten-

tion™ when Cayabyab “nceded it”
on March 25, and failed to provide
access 1o his attomey.

Cayabyab questioned the propri-
ety of his being repatriated to the
Philippines while the case challeng-
ing the legality of his exclusion
from the CNMI was pending be-
fore the district court; while a
hearing on a preliminary injunc-
tion was pending: and while a
request for a hearing on his ex-
clusion was pending before the
Office of the Attorney General.

Cayabyabsaid his being subjected
to “unreasonable scarch and sei-
zare” during a warrantless arrest
was violative of due process guar-
anteed by the 4th and l4th
Amendments.

He said he was not taken to a
judge within 48 hours of his arrest, as
required by theCommonwealthCode
and that he was detained and barred
entry into the CNMI without any
legal justification. )

Cayabyab said the CNMI was li-
able for general and compensatory
damages caused by the conductof the
other defendants.

Cayabyab also asked for general,
compensatory and punitive damages
against all other defendants.

Bill to fund learning center moved

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THEHOUSEof Representativeshas
passed a bill that would fund the
construction of a Carolinian cultural

and learning centerand asewerdistri-
bution line for Chinatown.
Introduced by Vice Speaker Jesus
T. Attao (R-Prec. 3, Saipan), House
Bill 11-157 now goes to the Senate.

The bill proposes to reprogram the
$2 million originally appropriated for
the constructionof anoffsite drainage
system at Chalan Monsignor
Guerrero, and allot $1 million each
for the leaming center and the sewer
distribution line.

In addition, the bill would give
expenditure authority to the Public
Works secretary for the lewning cen-
ter, and to the Commonwealth Utili-
ties Corp. 'sexecutive director for the
sewer distribution line.

The bill is cosponsored by Reps.
Heinz S. Hofschneider (R-Prec. 3.
Saipan) and Melvin O. Faisao (R-
Prec. 3, Saipan).

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
ACTING Finance Secretary Esther
Calvo said the legal challenge to the
regulations governing the operation
of pachinko slot machines in the
CNMI is premature.

Responding tothe lawsuitof EIm's
Inc., Calvo, through counsel Assis-
tant Atty. Gen. Alvin A. Home. said
the petitioner has failed toexhaust its
administrative remedies and “has
thereby prematurely invoked the ju-
risdiction of this court.”

Calvo asked the Superior Court to
dismiss Elm spetition with prejudice
and demanded for costs and attor-
neys’ fees in answering the suit.

Elm’s, doing business as Town
and Country Amusement, asked the
COURto issuc atemporary restraining
order and preliminary injunction
against Calvotostop furtherissuance

Jesus T. Attao

Tiwo other bills that have cleared
the Legislature were transmitted yes-
terday to the Office of the Governor:

« House Bill 1 1-162, which would
allow the mayors of Rota and Tinian
unlimited reprogramming authority
over their fiscal year 1998 budgets.

«11.B. [1-62, which would require
Class I govemnment employees who
arc at least 62 years old tohave at feast
10 years of contributing membership

oflicenses forpachinkoslotnuchines.

Elm's claimed it submitted last
Feb. 23 application for.177 puchinko
slot machine licenses that were no
longer active and were available for
relicensing.

The petitioner said the effect of
Calvo's rejection of application is
that it results in nullification of the
intentof Public Law 10-89 because it
only allows licensing of pachinko
machines hatarc already in the Com-
monweulth.

Associate Judge Timothy Bellas
then granted Elm’s request for TRO,
preventing Calvo and Finance from
issuing any further licenses for such
machines.

Home said the purpose of the law
and the regulatory authority given by
the statute was o provide pachinko
slot machines for tourist use that did
not target local citizens.

before they qualify for retirement
benefits.

Under the current law, qualified
employees with three years of con-
tributing membership can already
apply for retirement.

Introduced by Rep. Alejo M.
Mendiolalr.(R-Rota)and Attac, H.B.
11-162 is expected to “assist” the
cash-strapped administration inher-
ited by Rota Mayor Benjamin T.
Manglona.

Inaletter last February, Manglona
asked the island’s legislative delega-
tionto grant him a 100 percent repro-
grammingauthority over Rota'sbud-
get.

Among the essential public ser-
vices affected, he added, is Rota’s
hospital where the nurses hired
throughamanpoweragency have yet
to be paid their salaries and are now
“ready to walk out from their jobs.”
according to the mayor.

The municipal government still
owesthe manpoweragency piayment
for the nurses” salaries.

“On information and belief, the
group ol persons who typically use
such machines in their home coun-
tries, Japan and Korea, are not per-
sons who can typically afford to
travel to the CNMI as tourists,”
Horne said.

Thus, the lawyer stated, the mar-

keting basis in permitting entry of

such machines i the CNMI may
have been flawed notwithstanding
the public law or regulations.
“Limiting the Seeretary’s author-
ity to define the terms of “pachinko’
and “pachinko slot machine” did not
climinate the regulatory requirements

for the application and issuance of

licenses,” Home said.

Home cited among other things,
that there e 15 requirements for i
completed application, but at most,
petitioner has not even achieved mi-
nor compliance.
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Marshalls reforms hit snags

By Giff Johnson
MAJURO — The
government’s public sector re-
form program is not going ac-
cording to plan, a joint Asian
Development Bank/Marshall
Istands government report
says.

A myriad of unmet dead-
lines and cutback targets, de-
layed hiring of consultants,
and miscommunication be-
tween the Bank and govern-
ment have slowed implemen-
tation of the reform program’s
goals, said a memorandum of
understanding signed by Fi-
nance Minister Ruben
Zackhras and Brahm Prakash,
Manila-based desk officer for
the ADB’s Marshall Islands
program.

Government and ADB offi-
cials agreed to an accelerated
pace of reform action to get
the program back on track,
according to the carly March
agreement.

The second loan payment of
$3.5 million for the govern-

Mariana islands

Water Education for Teache

ment reform program that was
supposed to be released last
October “has been delayed due
to the slow progress in meet-
ing the conditions for release
of the second (phase loan) and
related governance issues,”
the ADB/Marshall Islands re-
port said. Six months later, it
still hasn’t been released.

The size of the government
workforce has been cut 25 per-
cent, from 2,300 to 1,690, and
this year another 100 are to be
cut, but this is still short of the
1,484 target for government
employment.

Moreover, the government
has been hiring people to fill
the vacancies caused by the
reduction in force program
instead of continuing to re-
duce, the report said.

A technical assistance (TA)
grant to help with implement-
ing retraining plans for laid
off government workers has
been stalled for more than six
months for lack of clear direc-
tions from government, the

agreement said.

And while government per-
sonnel have beenreduced, “‘the
measures for improving the
employees’ productivity have
yet to be taken up.”

“Chronic problems like ab-
senteeism and non-perfor-
mance can hardly be halted by
supervisors without control on
hiring and firing,” the docu-
ment said.

An ADB-Marshall Islands
agreement for the health loan
requires that hiring and firing
control be removed from Public
Service Commission and tumed over
to the Ministry of Health, but “com-
pliance is still awaited.”

The ADB expressed continuing
concemaboutgovemment account-
ability, noting that that in a Janu-
ary donors meeting in Tokyo, the
donors called for “improved fi-

nancial management, greater
transparency and good gover-
nance.”

The ADB expressed concern
about 4 "communication gap and
misinformation about the ongo-
ing development programand role
of the Bank in Marshall Islands.™

The ADB mission said the Bank
nceds to make an active effort to
stay in touch with both govern-
ment and community leaders.

ADB plays

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO—Nearly $60 mil-
lion in loans and millions more
in grants are being provided
to the Marshall Islands by the
Asian Development Bank in
current or planned projects,
according to an ADB report
obtained Monday in Majuro.

Loans for health, education
and fresh water improvements
totalling $25 million are ad-
vancing with excellent

big role in Marshalls

progress, according to the re-
port.

The fourth loan of $5.5 mil-
lion — for a major revamp
and downsizing of the gov-
ernment — has made only
slow progress in recent months
as the Marshalls has balked at
a number of the loan condi-
tions.

But the ADB and Marshall
Islands have agreed, follow-
ing an ADB mission to Majuro
earlier this month, to a series

Draw us a picture and your work of art may be turned into a professional poster and distributed all over the CNMI!
Cash and water-saving prizes!
Pick your category, draw a picture, turn in your picture at the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation or to your schools
Project WET Facilitator. No entry fee.

Grades 1-6

and goes...

Grades 7-8

to conserve water for our daily use.

Grades Y-12

Theme: The Waier Cycle. Show us how water comes to the islands, and where it goes, and goes,
Theme: Water Conservation. Your picture should show us how to capture rainwater and methods

Theme: Groundwater Pollution & Best Management Practices, Considering our island resources

are limited, draw a picture showing how humans can so easily pollute the groundwater and what
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Use regular 8'*x 11 white copy/typing paper
Use crayons, markers, paints, ctc. (no chalk)
Print name, age, grade level, school, telephone number on back of poster

Turn in to your school’s Project WET Facilitator or at CUC Lower Base Corporate

Communications
No entry fee
Deadline: May 15, 1998

you think mankind can do to better manage limited resources and protect the environment.

Watch for Project WET presentations coming to your school on Saipan, Rota, and Tinian! Our representatives
will educate students about the groundwater cycle, conservation and pollution issues. After

the demonstration, draw your picture and turn it in for big prizes! The Poster Contest is
open to all students in public and private schools and those not currently in session.

We reserve the right to make factual corrections and reprint the winning posters. There
will be a 1%, 2", and 3" grade winner in each category.

Joeten Ace Hardware
Our Community Utility,
The Commonwealth Utilities Corporation

Northern Marianas College Land Grant Program

of actions to get the govern-
ment reforms.

Over the past five years, the
ADB has provided technical
assistance grant funding for
projects aimed at strengthen-
ing tourism, women’s pro-
gram, fisheries, agriculture
and transportation sectors.

Many of these earlier grants
are paving the way for planned
full scale loans, inciuding an
$8 million loan for outer is-
land field trip ships and other
transportation infrastructure
that is expected to get into
gear by 1999,

A $6.9 million loan is
planned for later this year to
shore up Ebeye Island’s ailing
health, water and power infra-
structure. ’

An additional $6 million
loan to support small enter-
prise development is planned
for next year, according to the
ADB.

A national census planned
for later this year will get $1
million intechnical assistance
from the ADB.

The census that is in the
preparation stages now is the
first full scale popuiation
count in 10 years.

In addition, the ADB will be
providing policy advisory sup-
port for the government’s re-
form program.

The current $2.5 million
grant for a policy advisory
team expires shortly. and the
ADB with co-financing from
the U.S. government will pro-
vide $2 million for continued
policy level ussistance.

A fact finding”™ mission
will be conducted tn June to
design the plan. which may
include such support as analy-
sty of education expenditures
and theireffectiveness, opera-
tion and financial manage-
ment.

Other grants include phase
two assistance to the Marshall
Islands Visitors Authority, a
coconut study focusing on the
outer islands (with New
Zealand government support),
and technical education and
vocational training to address
the critical shortage of skills
in the local economy.

It’s a
whole new
WORLD.
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Pacific ocean bottom is =2 L o 0 ) [
worth billions of dollars

In Singapore:

HONOLULU (Pacnews)—The
associate director of the Hawaii Un-
dersea Research Laboratory at the
University of Hawaii, John Wiltshire
says the Pacific Ocean floor is worth
“billions. possibly ahundred billions
of dotlus.”

The Japanese govermment has
spent over SUS 100 million in re-
cent years investigating the sea
bottom’s mineral wealth, he told a
meeting of the Society of Profes-

sional Journalists in Honolulu Satur-
day.

Wiltshire says Japan has docu-
mented its findings. pinpointing the
location of valuable deposits of oil
and gas, manganese nodules, gold,
silver, nickel andscoresof other valu-
able materials.

Evenunderwaterdepositsof easily
accessible sand and gravel, essential
tomodem building construction, also
have been mapped.

Talks on PNG aid
open in Canberra

CANBERRA (Pacnews)—Talks
start in Canberra Tuesday on the fu-
ture of Australian aid to Papua New
Guinea, especially what happens

-

VINYL SIGNS: Forindoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

e ———— —

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and.style and rich graph-
ics. '

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes. '

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
il goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/

B boards or on transparencies on special pa-
B per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
3 above shelves, counters and merchandise

when the present aid agreement ends
in two years time.

The Australian government says
the negotiations now getting under-
way withPNG will determine what's
spent after 2000.

Underthe presentagreement, Aus-
traliawill by then have completed the

ansferof itsentire PNG aid program

worth more than $Aus300 million
($US201m) a year, from direct cash
payments into program aid.

In recent times, PNG leaders have
protested that the move away from
direct cash payments infringes their
nation’s sovereignty but Australia
insiststhatitwantstospendthe money
inkey areassuchashealthand educa-
tion.

Areview of Australianaid last year
recommended no new treaty with
PNG sayingitwould resultin unreal-

istic expectations and could waste

money.

Meanwhile, Australia’s Overseas
Service Bureau says there is a grow-
ing realisation in the small Pacific
Island statesthat the path tosocial and
economic development that they see
in large economies is not going 1o
work for them.

The bureau’s chief executive of-
ficer, Bill Armstrong, says the small
island states are beginning to see the
need to come up with new ideas that
suit their own physical circum-
stances and fit with their more
communal approaches toland and
culture.

“We have to leam from this
change and engage with people,
listen to what they are saying, and
offer to be a partner with them in
finding solutions,” he said.

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—Is-
lands north of Vanuatu face an-
other tropical cyclone.

The cyclone named ‘“Zuman’
was located at Sam this mom-
ing (Tuesday) about 95 miles
east of Vanua Lavaisland in the
Torba province.

The central pressure of the
cyclone is estimated at about
990 hectopascals and the sys-
tem is expected to move in a
westerly direction at 6 knots.

Winds at the centre of the
cyclone are estimated to be 45
knots increasing to 55 knots.

Vanuatu faces yet
another cyclone

- extensive damage to houses and

Islands in the Torba and
Penama provinces are liable to
experience gale force winds at
35 knots gusting to 45 knots this
afternoon.

People living near river and
sea coasts are advised to take
extra care for the chance of
flooding.

This is the second cyclone to
hit Vanuatu in a week after Cy-
clone Yali swept through the
country last Sunday, and caused

food crops throughout the coun-
try.

Australia to supply army

‘Cyber courtesy’ drive on

SINGAPORE (AP) — In an un-
usual move for a government,
Singapore authoritieslaunchedaweb
site Monday to encourage Internet
surfers to abandon vulgarities and be
more courteous.

The web site that “offers do’s and
don’ts of a friendly courteous online
surfer”is supervised by the Singapore
Courtesy Council, which is funded
by the Ministry for Information and
the Arts.

By midaflernoon Monday, more
than 2,000 people had visited the site.

Are Singaporean net surfers espe-
cially rude? No, said the council’s
chairmanNoel Hon, but there’sroom
for improvement.

“I'venoticedpersonally, whenlgo
to some sites, that the tone of lan-
guage should be better,” Hon told
The Associated Press.

“People are impatient when they
geton the net,” he said. *"We want to
make sure that good manners should
prevail.”

Though various groups interma-
tionally have tried to introduce
“netiquette,” few governments have
busied themselves with how their
citizens behave online.

Well known for its strict laws on
littering, smoking and jaywalking,

this prosperous city-state of 3million
also takes a serious attitude toward
the influence of the arts and entertain-
ment.

The drive for cyber courtesy is the
latest effort in the 20-year-old Na-
tional Courtesy Campaign.

% = .
b : .

NetSpeak product manager oss Schindler sees and

Abrainchild of formerPrime Min-
ister Lee Kuan Yew, widely regarded
as the father of modemn Singapore,
thecampaign inthe pasthas instructed
Singaporeans how to be better neigh-
bors, citizens and tourist hosts.

*“Lee Kuan Yew noticed that the

speaks with engineer Steven Sarr, behind /eft, via the

level of courtesy had begun to dete-
riorate,” said Hon, so in 1979 the
campaign was launched.

Singapore has limited access to
some Intemet sites, typically those
containing pomographic material.

Butinpractice, preventing entry to

ter

o P

internet, during a demonstration of their new product, WebPhone, at a Internet Telephony conference in San
Jose, Calif., Monday. The new WebPhone uses voice, video and text over the internet and sells for about

$50. AP

SINGAPORE (AP) —In a
remarkably swift action, a
Singapore court convicted a
Malaysian man Monday of
smuggling illegal immigrants
out of Singapore only three
days after the offense.

The Subordinate Court sen-
tenced truck driver Poh Siak
Meng to four years in prison
and a fine of 42,000
Singapore dollars ($26,000)
after he pleaded guilty to 21

Singapore courts act fast vs
smugglers of immigrants

migrants to this prosperous
city-state, where the finan-
cial crisis has not struck as
deeply as in many of its
Asian neighbors.
Swamped with illegal
transients, Singapore courts
initiated special sessions
earlier this month to handle
only immigration cases.
Judges have started deliver-
ing harsher punishments too.
Police said Saturday they

many such sites has proved impos-
sible.

In a recent electronic Asia-wide
survey that included many
Singaporeans, sexual material was
found to be the most popular online
purchase, according to areport in the
newspaper Straits Times last week.

Beat the clock

145\ Cellular

Excluswe aathorized agent of I3 PACIRCA (Ceflulur

(670) 235-8808

B FIRST DIVISION PRIZE OF
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 SUPERDRAW

N stands, can easily be produced by the tal-

choppers for Bougainville

: B cnted and capable sign makers at YAS Sign
o System.

{ Full color digital print for back light in shops
k window or special display in the outdoor,
{ such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
d fumes, jewelry and many more.

| Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
# anteed to last for five to seven years in all
g Wweather conditions and stands heat tem-
Q8 perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

Y
at ZA Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.

Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

CANBERRA (Pacnews)—Austra-
lian military aircraft are to be in-
volved in peacekeeping duties on
Bougainville for the first time since
last year’s truce.

An Troquois helicopter squadron
fromthe Army’s First Aviation Regi-
ment based at Oakey in southem
Queensland  will  leave for
Bougainville in April aboawrd HMAS
Tobruk.

The three helicopters with their 10
officers and 20 soldiers will provide
support for the multi-national truce
monitoring group.

‘The helicopters will be painted or-

HONIARA (Pacnews)—Publicsec-
torunions in the Solomon Islands and
the govemment will meet soon to
view the proposals submitted by the
govemment to the unions for their
consideration.

President of the Solomon Islands
Public Employees Union Wilfred
Hatigeva says the unions have de-
cided on the proposals which include
a 15 percent cut in members salaries,
SIBC reports.

Hatigeva did not reveal the unions

ange for their operations on
Bougainville.

Pacnews Canberra office says
Australiansupplied Iroquois helicop-
ters were used by the Papua New
Guinea Defence Force during the 9-
year war on Bougainville.

Under an agreement between the
two countries, use of the helicopters
was restricted to transportation, re-
connaissance and medical {lights,

However, there were allegations
thehelicopters were used as gunships
against the secessionists and this led
to resentment of Australia’s roie in
the conflict.

reactions but says members will be
notified as soon as the government
receives and considers their submis-
sion.

Meunwhile, he says the 28-day
strike notice which lapses April 2 is
still in force but emphasises that it is
a period given to government to ne-
gotiate with the unions.

Hatigevasaysonce thenoticelapses
they will report back to their mem-
bers with the results of negotiations
before deciding further action.

counts of abetting the depar-
ture of 63 illegal immigrants
last Friday, Singapore tele-
vision reported.

He will serve an additional
21 months in prison if he is
unable to pay the fine, the
report added.

The speed and severity of
Poh's conviction and sen-
tence are a sign of
Singapore’s growing impa-
tience with the increasing
problem of illegal migrants
to this small, tightly con-
trotled istand republic.

Economic turmoil plaguing
much of Southeast Asia has
led to an influx of economic

will go after foreigners
sneaking out of the country,
since some of them are sus-
pected of having committed other
crimes during their time in
Singapore.

Previously, policeoperationshad
been confined to preventing
the entry of illegal immi-
grants, and to islandwide
raids to ferret them out.

Minister of Home Affairs
Wong Kan Seng reiterated
the government's tough
stance Saturday, saying there
wouldbenoamnesty or reduced
sentences even for illegal
immigrants who surrender
to police.
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HONG KONG (AP) — The Inter- special adviser to Indonesian Presi-

national Monetary Fundisoptimistic  dent Suharto.

aboutgetting reforms back ontrack in The IMF and Indonesia are en-

itsthirdround of talks withIndonesia, ~ gaged in talks on a package of eco-

a fund official said Monday. nomic reforms which is one of the
“We'rehopeful thatagreementcan  conditions for the IMF to bail out the

be reached in the not-too-distant fu-  Indonesian economy.

ture,” said David Nellor, a senior The Indonesian rupiah has been

official for the Asia-Pacific region. hard hit by Asia’s economic turmoil,
He gavenodetails,butstressedthat  and the domestic economy is reeling

the IMF would be flexible inits ap-  from surges in the prices of basic

proach to the stuggling Southeast  foodstuffs.

Asian nation.
“There's a menu of options for ~ ber of Commerce in Hong Kong,

Indonesia which are still being con-  Nellordefended the IMF againstcrit-

R sidered,” he said. ics.

N .m\“», He declined to comment on a re- He rejected criticism that having

Eiderly Indonesian w mn working as porters cary hevy loads of vised currency board proposal un- the option .Of IMF bail_outs encour-

fresh vegetables at a market in Yogyakarta, east of Jakarta Sunday. veiled last week by Steve Hanke, agescountriestoadoptrisky financial

The women earn less than 3,000 rupiah ($0.35) per day as they tryto  professorofappliedeconomicsatthe  policies. _

make ends meet during Indonesia’s worst economic crisis in decades. = U.S.JohnsHopkins University,anda . *T do not think that any country

AP
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e IMF ()ptimiStic over

pursues morerisky policiesrecogniz-
ing that, if they misstep, the IMF will
help them out,” Nellor said.

“The economic and political costs
ofrecklesspolicies vastly overwhelm
any incentive effects created by ac-
cesstoan IMFprogram... if anything,
countries are too slow to come to the
IME.”

If the IMF did not act, there would
be more bankruptcies, larger layoffs,
deeper recession and even deeper
depreciation than would otherwise
be needed, Nellor said.

“The result would not be more
prosperity, more open markets and
faster adjustment, but rather a serious
risk of greater trade and payments
restrictions, amore significantdown-
tum in world trade, and slower world
growth,” he said.

“That is not in the interests of any
IMF member.”

Nelloralsocalled formore cashfor
the IMF, saying its useable resources
have declined by more than one third
since 1996 to about $45 billion.

China police
free man

held in cage
for years

BELJING (AP) — A mentally ill
man has been freed from a cage
where he was held for at least five
years by police in southern China
after stabbing an officer, an official
newspaper said.

Photographs published by the
Yangcheng Evening News on Sun-
day showed Deng Qilu being fed
through the bars of the coffin-sized
cage before his release, and being led
away by white-coated mental health
workers.

Deng, who is in his 40s, was de-
tained 10 years ago after he stabbed
and wounded a police officer in
Xuwen County, in southern
Guangdong province, the newspaper
said.

It said officials did not hand him
over for trial because they thought
him mentally unstable.

Investigators from the nearby city
of Zhanjiang visited the village police
stationSaturday and concluded Deng
suffersfromschizophrenia, the news-
paper said.

“We recommend intensive super-
vision to ensure that he doesn’t as-
sault anyone again,” the team from
the Zhanjiang Mental Health Clinic
was quoted as saying.

It wasn’t clear what prompted au-
thorities to take action. But the
Yangcheng Evening News, one of
China’s most prominentnewspapers,
published an expose on Deng’s case
aday earlier and demanded to know
why he was being held under such
conditions.

Inareport that was unusually criti-
cal of Chinese officials, the newspa-
per said that when its reporters found
him, Deng was naked and said he
hadn’t eaten in two to three days.

The report Sunday did not say
whether Deng was to be hospitalized
ormovedtoa jail. ltsaid local authori-
ties didn’t want him in their jail for
fear he would attack other prisoners.

Police in Xuwen County did not
answer telephone calls Monday.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-135

Florida to execute woman

By RON WORD
STARKE, Florida (AP) — With-
out the worldwide attention and sup-
port heaped on the last woman ex-
ecuted in the United States, the 54-
year-old womanknownasthe “Black
Widow” was about to be executed in
Florida’selectricchairMonday mom-
ingforpoisoning herhusbandin 1971.

Former nail salon owner Judy
Buenoano also drowned her para-
lyzed son and tried to kill her fiance
with a car bomb.

She was suspected of poisoning a

boyfriend, but she wasnevercharged
because she had already been sen-
tenced to death,

Herfinal appeals were denied Sun-
day.

Florida’slastexecutionofawoman
was in 1848, when a freed slave was
hanged for killing her master.

There have been only two other
women executed since the U.S. Su-
preme Court lifted the ban on the
death penalty in 1976, and both were
by injection.

In 1984, a North Carolina woman

Cohen: Air Force will
rush aircraft devices

William Cohen

By Susanne M. Schafer
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Air
Force is speeding up a program to
install anti-collision devices on many
ofitsaircraft, Defense Secretary Wil-
liam Cohen announced Monday. .

Suchadevicecouldhaveprevented
a midair collision off the coast of
Affica in September that killed 33
people, a top Air Force general has
said. ‘

A German Tupolev 154andaU.S.
AirForce C-141 collided, killingnine
Americans.

“Ithinkit’s something thatneedsto
be done as soon as it is technically
feasibletodo. Andwehave requested
the Air Force to move as quickly as
they can, and we believe the Air
Force has a program in place that will
accomplish that,” Cohen said at the
Pentagon.

The collision alest system, called
TCAS, is required on ommercial air-
craft. It alerts pilots to nearby aircraft
and tells them what protective action
to take.

The AirForce is slated to reveal its
findings on the crash Tuesday.

Senior Pentagon officials, who
spokeonconditionof anonymity, say
the report contends the German cir-
craft was flying toolow, there was no
proper air traffic control in the arca
and a collision-avoidance system
could have helped prevent the acci-
deni.

AirForceeofficialsdeclinedtocom-
ment on the reports.

Kenneth Bacon, the Defense De-
partment spokesman, said the Air
Forceplanstoincrease spending from
$600 million to $1.6 billion to insert
the TCAS system and a number of
other safety devices in aircraft over
the next decade.

The number of C-141 tansports
cairying the system will rise from 60
1090, and overall the service plans to
have the system in some 2,500 air-
craftby the year 2008, Bacon said. At
present, only 300 of the service’s
aircraft have the system,

The spokesman said Cohen had
asked the Air Force several weeks
ago “tolook at ways to accelerate the

TCAS, and the AirForce is doing it,”
Bacon said.

Cohensaidthe collision-avoidance
devices need to be installed on exist-
ing aircraft “as soon as possible.

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health.

was executed for poisoning her boy-
friend.

Last month, Texas puta woman to
death for a double-pickax murder.

That inmate, Karla Faye Tucker,
was a telegenic, avowed Christian
whoministeredtoherfellow inmates,
expressed contrition for her crimes
and even received support from the
pope.

Buenoano crocheted blankets and
baby clothes in prison and said she
wanted to be remembered as a good
mother. She adamantly maintained
her son’s drowning was an accident.

“Seeing the face of Jesus, that's
what I think about,” she recently told
aFloridatelevisionstation.*T'mready
to go home.”

Until she tried to kill her fiance,
JohnGentry, in 1983 by bombing his
carin Pensacola, Mrs. Buenoanohad
not been suspected of the other kill-
ings.

Gentry said she had given himpills

that made him sick but told him they
were vitamins.

When investigators realized
Buenoano was Spanish for
*Goodyear,” andlcamedshehad been
married to Air Force Sgl. James
Goodyear, they exhumed his body
and found he had lethal amounts of
arsenic in his body when he died in
1971. .

There was also evidence she poi-
soned boyfriend Bobby Joe Morris in

- Trinidad, Colorado, in 1978.

She was convicted of drowning
Michael Goodyear, her 19-year-old
son, by giving him arsenic — which
might have caused his paralysis —
and pushing him out of a canoe.

Today would have been his 37th
birthday.

The motive for the murders was
“twisted greed,” because she was
trying to claim about $ 240,000 in
insurance money, said prosecutor
Russell Edgar, who gave Buenoano

her nickname.

On Sunday, the 1 1thU.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in Atlanta and
then the U.S. Supreme Court de-
nied herlastappeals, whichclaimed
she was innocent and called
Florida's electric chair “barbaric ...
It belongs in Frankenstein’s fabora-
tory."”

Another Florida inmate is sched-
uled to be executed Tuesday, for
the fourth electrocution in the state
in a nine-day span.

The state had stopped its execu-
tions for a year while a prisoner chal-
lenged the constitutionality of the
electric chair, where flames shot out
of an inmate’s mask last year.

But after an autopsy report said the
prisoner died instantly and did not
feel the fire, the state Supreme Court
allowed the 75-year-old chair to be
used again.

Therewere noflamesinlastweek’s
executions.
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Illegals ram into UN compound

By JOCELYN GECKER
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) — A dozen Indonesian ille-

P

who had requested our protection
before,” said Koefner. “But we were
never granted access.”

Malaysia's Foreign Minister
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According to President Clinton.

GOP forcing budget battle

The Senate version of the mea-

cal aliens rammed a truck through ‘1 Mir ‘ By Alan Fram low-income housing, airport
s oates of the U.N. compound ; Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said the ; g s oo

Qllk)f]‘_li,\ ml\ll‘:\, Lr.;-“ Lol? v‘m 11“ %: : U.N. would not be allowed to enter ! WASHINGTON (AP) — As Con- projects, bilingual education and  sure has the IMF and U.N. funds

;) :nl 1:;l§|1>:1: hea ikol":d:g l:li\‘\'i(:ll & the detention camps ‘ gress begana wecek of work on major the Americorps national service  andlacksthespendingcuts. Raines
ortation, the heac > IS - i . J o rnrlagicla o TR SR

S . “We are not holding refugees but ) highway, budgetanddisasterlegisla . program. said itis “"closer to being signable.

Gotfricd Koefner, director of
the ULN, High Commissioner for
Refugeesinthe capital. simd that 12
of the 14 people in the truck were
Indonesians from the Aceh region
of Sumatra island requesting pro-
tection.

“For the time being. we're let-

ting them stay here.” said Koefner. he minister defended Malaysia’s i House budget chief Franklin Raines Bill Clinton _ Newt Gingrich is looking for
“We're examining their cases. We right to deport illegal immigrants — £ told TEPOIErS. . . " .
still have to tlk o the eovern- but not to kill them. },;’ The broadside by Raines cameas  than the president prefers for road- lishment,” said Davis. 2 (Two) Ports Police Officer/Aircraft Rescue
ment.” ) Prime Minister Mahathir g lawmakers began what waslikelyto pyilding, ' On Monday, the Senate began de- . :oh
The International Federal of Red Mohamhad said Malaysian authori- % be their most productive week so far “Are we going to abandon our batmga$].7} mlhoqbudgetforl999. Fire Fighter I
ties did not violate any human rights. B in1998,acongressional electionyear  commitment of funding for educa- The Republican-written plan would and

Cross has supplied the Acchnese
with blanketsand water, said Thorir
Gudmundsson. a spokesman for
the local branch.

“As faras were concerned this i
humanitarian issue and we'll con-
tinue to supply muterial as long as
its needed.” he said.

For the tuckload of Acehnese.
who escaped from the Lenggeng
detention center in Malacca during
riots fast Thursday, the run on the
U.N. compound was a last-ditch
efforttosave theiriives. said Razali
Abdullah from the Acehnese Refu-
gee Committee in Malaysia.

“They had nootherchoice, said
Ruzali about the 12 political asy-
lum seekers who. with twoescorts.
plowed through a police barricade
outside the "U.N. about noon. "It
was the only way to save their
lves.”

The Acehnese are from Aceh,on
the northern tip of the Indonesian
island of Sumatra and one of three
regions in Indonesia where sepa-
rausts are fighting for indepen-
dence.

Human rights groups have ac-
cused the Indonesian military of
killings und torture in the areu.

Several years ago. the United
Nutions declared the Acehnese
people refugees, enabling them to
enter Malaysiaand apply for politi-
cal asylum.

Many of their claims have not
been processed and the U.N. fears
some have been deported before

with a truck. ap

they could determine their refugee
status.

Razali estimated there were about
5,000 Acehnese in Malaysia before
themassdeportationsbeganlast week.

AriotatSemenyihdetention camp
south of the capital left at least eight
Indonesians and one federal officer
dead.

Human rights groups estimate that
more than 30immigrants were killed.

The Indonesians were protesting
the Malaysian government’s mass
deportation of thousands of Indo-
nestans who have been streaming
into Malaysia since their economy
collapsed last summer.

Razali said he did not have exact
numbers on how many Acchnese
had beendeported since many were
in hiding.

Accordingto theirsources, how-
ever. Razali suid that when
Thursday's riots erupted, 224
Acchenese were being held in
Semenyih detention camp, 167 in
Lenggeng camp in Malacca state
and 97 in Machap Umbo in Negeri
Sembilan state.

Since Thursday. Malaysia has

R
Indonesians display a banner inside the U.N. High Commissioner of Refugee
Monday. Earlierthe group of 14, who are seeking refuge from deportation, rammedthe gate of the compound

. R e

speeded up efforts to sweep the
country of illegal Indonesian im-
migrants.

Late Thursday, in the largest repa-
uiationexercise sofar, 1,133 Indone-
sians were shipped home.

On Monday, 319 were shipped
fromPortKlang to Tanjong Banlaiin
Indonesia.

The first batch of 120 Indonesians
were put on ferries and required to
pay the 80 ringgit (§ 22) for the urip
across the Straits of Malacca, accord-
ng to witnesses.

Malaysia’s Police Chief Rahim
Noor said Friday there were some
8.0001llegal Indonesians who would
be shipped buck immediately.

The Immigration Department said
it intends to deport 200,000 illegal
Indonesians by Aug. 15. The
UNHCR on Friday protested the kill-
ings of the Indonesians at the deten-
tion camp and say they have been
denied access to the camp to deter-
mine whether some of the detainees
wre Acehnese with proper political
asylumn claims.

“We requested access to those
people in the camp, the Acehnese

s compound in Kuala Lumpur

those who seek work illegally,”
Abdullah was quoted as saying in
Monday’s New Straits Times.

Indonesia’sJustice Minister Muladi
on Saturday said the deaths that oc-
curred Thursday were a breach of
humannghts, accordingtothe Antara
news agency.

“As far as I am concerned, there is
no violation,” the prime minister was
quoted as saying in Monday’s New
Straits Times.

“We have to deport them since we
canno longer cope with the expenses
of their detention here.”

We, the family of the late

JUAN SABLAN CABRERA

Would like to invite all relatives and friends to join us in prayers
as we commemorate the Fifth Auniversary Mass of passage unto eternal life
of our beloved hushand and father.

Daily mass will be offered at Mount Carmel Church at 6:00 a.m., beginning

April Ist and ending on April 9, 1998, After the mass on April 8,
breakfast will be served at Halina's Restaurant.

Mrs. Joaquina Muna Cabrera & Children g

Please join us.
Dangkulo na Si Yu'us Ma'ase

——

JOINT ANNIVERSARY

We. the Children and Family of the Late
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tion, the White House swiped at Re-
publicans Monday forshortchanging
PresidentClinton’spriorities andrisk-
ing a budget showdown just before
the November elections.

“It’s a hazardous path we’re on,
with very few days that the Congress
will be here to resolve it,” White

in which Republican leaders plan a
truncated session.

The budget fights that dominated
the news for the past several years
have faded into the background in
recent weeks as projected surpluses
havediminished the sense of urgency
about the budget and sexual allega-
tionsinvolving Clintonhave prolifer-
ated.

Raines said the problem of avert-
ing alegislative collision when fiscal
1999 begins Oct. 1 is complicated by
“disarray” among House GOP lead-
ers.

Some of them are vying to replace
Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga,,
should he resign to run for president.

“Whenthey’re indisairay, nothing
getsdone,” Raines said, adding,*T'm
warning them today that they're
headed tothe same problem they had
in 1995 and 1996... and that we ought
to try to work this out.”

Raines’ reference was to the years
that saw budget stalemate force two
federal government shutdowns —a
showdown that polls showed most
Americans blamed on Republicans.

“Wishful thinking,” replied
Michele Davis, a spokesman for
House Majority Leader Dick Armey,
R-Texas, who would like to succeed
Gingrich.

Rainessaid Republicans wereplan-
ning to deliver billions of dollars less
than Clinton wants for education,
while crafting a highway bill that
would spend tens of billions more

tion in orderto overfund highways?”
Raines asked. “Our position is we
need better balance.”

The House plans to vote Wednes-
day on a six-year, $217 billion sur-
face transportation project bill —
about a 40 percent boost in current
levels — and overwhelming biparti-
san support seems likely.

Raines indicated anadministration
willingness to bargain, saying,
“There’s alot of room between them
and us.”

House Transportation Committee
Chairman Bud Shuster, R-Pa., said
the highway measure was simply
addressing the country’s crumbling
roads, and that Clinton and others
want to leave unspent money in the
highway trust fund to make federal
deficits look smaller.

“It’s disgraceful they want to take
thismoney. It'scalledbaitand switch,”
Shuster said.

Most Republicans oppose
Clinton’s multibillion-dollar propos-
alstohire 100,000additional elemen-
tary school teachers and build new
schools and repair old ones.

The GOP has launched its own
education initiatives, which include
tax breaksforprivate school costs and
requirements that 95 percent of fed-
eral education aid find its way to
classrooms,

“We’ll have plenty of opportunity
this yeartosee how muchof apriority
educationisforthem, whetherthey're
for education or the education estab-

WASHINGTON(AP)—Anew

US FDA approves
new blood thinner

requires a custom dose.

use whatever funds are raised by
possible tobacco legislation this year
to bolster Medicare — blocking a
Clinton plan to use those funds for
schools, child care and anti-smoking
initiatives,

The GOP spending plan, Raines
said, “heads us toward gridlock in
September” as the nonbinding bud-
get gets translated into actual spend-
ing bills.

Bob Stevenson, spokesman for
Senate Budget Committee Chairman
Pete Domenici, R-N.M., said the
Republican spending blueprint envi-
sions $8 billion more for education
than was spent in 1997.

On Tuesday, the House plans to
debate a$2.9billion measure financ-
ing emergency needs for American
troops in Bosnia and the Persian Guif
and rebuilding from ElNino-spawned
storms that battered parts of the United
States.

The White House has objected that
the measure omits requested money
for the International Monetary Fund
and U.S. dues owed to the United
Nations, and is paid for with cutsin

‘Man convicted
of Malcolm X
assassination to
‘head mosque - -

NEW YORK (AP) — A man
who spent 19 years in prison for
killing Malcolm X said Monday
that the Nation of Islam has ap-
pointed him to head the Harlem
mosque where the civil rights
leader preached in the 1950s.
Speaking outside Mosque No.
7, Muhammad Abdul Aziz also
denied that he played any role in
the assassination of Malcolm X
and said a new lie-detector test

Commonwealth Ports Authority

J0B VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

The Commonwealth Ports Authority (CPA)

1 (one) Weather Observer

for the West Tinian Airport. The minimum
qualification is any combination equivalent to
graduation from a high school or GED or trade
school with at least two years of experience in
airport operations. Application forms are available
at the West Tinian Airport. Applications must be
accompanied by an updated police clearance. The
deadline for submission of applications is 4:30 p.m.,
April 10, 1998. For more information, please call
the Commonwealth Ports Authority at the West
Tinian Airport at telephone number 433-9296.

‘Promotions Assistant’

MARPAC, INC. the exclusive distributor for Anheuser .

Busch, Inc., has an opening for a part-time Promotions Assistant
o join our beer promotions and marketing feam in Saipan.

Responsibilifies include assisting in the set-up and execution of
special beer promotions, aid in brand and image developmen
of Anheuser Busch products. -

The successful candidate must be a self-starter, out going and
sociable, must be able to work evenings, must be 21 years of
age, High Schoo! Graduate preferred. Police Clearance
required.

To apply, please come by MARPAC’S Gualo Rai office and fill
out an application.

(g

MARPAC is an Equal Opportunity Employer

The Saipan Chamber of Commerce
Announces an opening for the position of

Executive Director

\(W / =\ variety of the blood thinner heparin Lovenox not only is easier to .
S =7 = won U.S. government approval  administer,merelyrequiring twice- backs him up. ) -
4 \\" - ?y ‘,‘—; Monday as a slightly better treat- daily injections without the moni- “Idid not kill Malcolm X,” said Qualified individuals may submit a resume and application to the Saipan
v L I e P Y et . X . " the 59-vear-old Aziz. who has Chamber of Commerce office, Ist floor Family Building in Garapan. Contact
7’"\(, gy = % n?ent _for hospitalized patients at toring, but a’swudy _Showed it's AWy Y laimed | . " numbers are, phone: 233-7150, fax: 233-7151, e-mail: chamber@netpei.com,
\ / highrisk forheart attack and death. slightly more effective than its always proclmed his Imnocence. The Executive Director is a salaried position, and hours will vary including

Aziz said he will head the

\ - - ™
CARMEN SABLAN REY ANTONIO DIAZ REYES “Taang”  MARIANA SABLAN REYES RAARIA Mariene) REYES CRISOSTOMG

The Food and Drug Administra-  cousin heparin. ' evening and weekend work. Salary will depend on experience and qualifications.
First Year Anniversary Twenty Eighth Anniversary Thirty Fifth Year Anniversary Fourth Year Anniversary tion approved Lovenox, the first Thestudyof 3,000 patients found mf?slque zlmdd wolljld.al?o belI}:J}ut:]o‘n ngril?lhgn; ;;éCerCWS pleasc. Application Deadline: 5:00 PM Wednesday,
of Islamleader Louis Farrakhan’s » 1790

20 percent given Lovenox plus as-
pirin died, suffered new heart at-
tacks or repeat angina within a
month of treatment, compared to
23 percent given ordinary heparin
plus aspirin.

low-molecular-weight heparin, for
use together with aspirin as a treat-
ment for a dangerous chest pain
called unstable angina and a mild
type of heart attack that puts pa-
tients at risk for a future fatal at-
Appreciation dinner will be served after the mass at the above residence. L tack. '
' Standard therapy for these pa-
tients is aspirin plus the powerful

Wishes to cxtcnq our invitation to all our relatives and friends to join us in the nightly rosary commemorating the JOINT ANNIVERSARY ROSARY
at 7:QO p.m. beginning on Wednesday, April 01, 1998, at the residence of the late Carmen S. Reyes in Gualo Rai. Daily mass of intention will be offered
at Kristo Rai Church at 6:00 a.m.

new regional security chief, as-
signed to reorganize the group’s
paramilitary Fruitof Islam guards,

The successful applicant will_ have the following minimum qualifications:

« Master’s degree in Business Administration, Economics, Communications
) AU , or related field. (This requirement may be substituted tor two years of
lulgely dormantsince Malcolm X management experience and a Bachelor's degree in Business Administration,
was killed. Malcolm X wus Economics, Communications, or related field).

. S eunned down at the Audubon + Significant management experience in business and/or in administration
French manufacturer Rhone- R including stalt supervision, responsibility for budget planning and
Poulenc Rorer already sold g management, as well as experience in marketing and public relations.
Lovenox to prevent blood clots in ])63: + Expericnce and Proficiency with Computer Systems and Software (office
Aziz and two other men were software and programming relational databases, financial software, desktop

Qn lhf: final day, Wednesday, April 08, 1998 the rosary will be said at 12:00 p-m. at the residence of the late Carmen S. Reyes followed by the mass of
intention at 5:00 p.m. at Kristo Rai Church in Garapan.

Japanese PrimeMinisteryutr Al i Harle o
Hashimoto holds a beer mug pre- Ballroom in Harlem on Feb. 21,

sented him by Nina Alswede,

Please join us in prayers.

=

Cherry Blossoms Queen from Thank- v "o i i i ain su tients
Hamburg, during her courtesy cal I;‘a‘bﬁ%s};gl%:missc , i‘| b]OO_dv th!nnerhepann.. 'Bm_helimn Ceilt:limnivigjery pﬁalo nsthedm sent to prison for the slaying of publishing, and elcctronic communications). ' . .
atthe prime minister's officialresi- o use is difficult, requiring intrave- 1ENEW approvalope 18, he civil riahts leader * Proven ability to communicate well and relate with various constituent publics
dence in Tokyo Tuesday. ap £ nous infusion with regular hospital ~ known chemically as enoxaparin, e civi ‘”.c‘ ; f“ e'*ﬂ N (i.c.: Chamber members, business and government sectors).

' monitoring because each patient  to cardiac use. Aziz served 19 years in prison

betore bcing parolcd in 1985. The Saipan Chamber of Commerce is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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OPEC hp cs

By DIRK BEVERIDGE
VIENNAL Austria (AP) - - OPEC
announced cardy Tuesday ivwill pro-
ceed with plans to cut erude oil out-
put. but ministers appeared glum af-
ter seeing oil prices fall on percep-
tions that the group was not doing
cnough 1o rescue the market.

Some ministers had pushed for
deeper cuts inoutput. but Irnian oil

minister Bijan Namdar Zangench
emergedfromasessionthatbeganon
Monday atiernoon and siaid OPEC's
cuts would come toaround 1.25 mil-
fion barrels o day, as previously
plumed.

Theemergency meeting wascalled
in response 1o a price collapse that
pushed oil 1 its lowest level in nine
Ve,

But before OPEC even finished
the meeting. tutures traders were sell-
mg oil in New York and London.

The price dropped about 60 cents a
barre] on Monday.

“The market’s looking at the deal

Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan Namdar Zangeneh, left, gestures
while speaking to journalists prior to the start of an extraordinary
meeting of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) in Vienna, Monday. OPEC called for the meeting to strengthen
the weak oil prices, which are on their lowest level in nine years. Person
at right is not identified. ap

Commontwealth) Atilities Corporation
JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

IT IS THE POLICY OF THE COMMONWEALTH UTILITIES CORPORATION (CUC) THAT THE CUC MERIT HIRING SYSTEM
SHALL BE APPLIED AND ADMINISTERED ACCORDING TO THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY FORALL CITIZENS
AND NATIONALS DEFINED BY THE NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH CONSTITUTION AND STATUES REGARDLESS
OF AGE. RACE, SEX. RELIGION, POLITICAL AFFILIATION OR BELIEF, MARITAL STATUS, HANDICAP OR PLACE OF ORIGIN.

POSITION TITLE: Trades Helper (Operator)

DUTIES: Under the general supervision of the Power Generation operators, the incumbent assists
in operating Power Plant diesel engines/auxiliary machineries, instrument panel, switchboards and
other power plant electrical check correct temperature of cooling and lube oil systems. Maintains
and records log sheet for fuel and lubricating oil consumption, assists with minor maintenance of
diesel engines and instruments. Cleans, changes oil and performs other related work of power plant.
Observes and participates in the industrial safety practices and procedures.

Performs other related duties as assigned.

LOCATION: Power Generation, CUC ROTA

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: GED or experience equivalent to high school diploma.
Basic Math and English test will be given to applicants.

STARTING SALARY: $9,616.20-$11,681.76 per annum plus 25% hazardous and 15% night differential.

This announcement closes on April 15, 1998. Applications are available at the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation,
Lower Base, Saipan, the CUC Rota or Tinian office. Copy of diploma and/or official transcript and recent police
clearance must be attached.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR & IMMIGRATION
DIVISION OF LABOR

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following persons with pending Labor or Agency Case are hereby notified
to report to the Division of Labor, Enforcement Section, Located on the 2nd
Floor of Afetna Building, San Antonio, Saipan on the date prescribed below.

NAME LABOR/AGENCY CASE NO. HEARING DATE & TIME

1. Rogelio A. Fabian Labor Case #91-084 417198 1:30 p.m.

2. Aricl S. Dupra Labor Casc #91-084 411198 1:30 p.m.

h 3. Odelon V. Caragos Labor Case #91-084 411198 1:30 p.m.
4. Jose J. Sytameo Labor Case #91-084 4117198 1:30 p.m.

5. Uldarico F. Duran Labor Case #91-084 4/7/98 1:30 p.m.

Labor Casc #91-084 417198 1:30 p.m.

6. Lilian M. Dano

Failure to appear at the Division on or before the date and time specified above
shall be ground for dismissal of the above cases and appropriate action and/or
sanction shall be taken against the above individuals, including the referrals of
their matters to the Immigration Office for their actions.

Dated this 26th day of March. 1998.

/s/ GILS M. SAN NICOLAS

Acting Director of Labor

now with a bit more of a cautious
eye.” said John Saucer, an analyst at
Salomon Smith Barney Inc. in Hous-
ton. "'l think you could use the word
disappointing.”

Some ministers said OPEC needs
to slash output even more severely if
it wants to push prices higher — and
analysts agree.

The ministers apparently are hop-
ing for now that initial pledges for
output reduction by OPEC and sev-
eral non-OPEC producers can give
them a reprieve from the damage
caused by OPEC’s ill-judged deci-
sion in November to start pumping’
more crude.

OPEC'’s efforts got a boost Mon-
day when non-OPEC producer Nor-
way, the world’ssecondlargestcrude
exporter after Saudi Arabia, said it
would cut roughly 100,000 barrels a
day of its production, or 3 percent of
the total.

Norway’s oil minister, Marit
Amstad, said she reserves the rightto
give up on the planned cuts if OPEC
fails to deliver on its own promises.

When Norway is included, all the
promised cuts from OPEC and non-
OPEC come to about 1.5 million
barrels.

Analysts say-the glutied market
needs about 2 million barrels less per
day before prices can rise.

But experts also wonder whether
OPEC can deliver, after seeing the
formerly powerfuloil cartellose much
of itsinfluence over markets inrecent
years because of producers’ inability
to stick to their production agree-

to save market

ments.

Some analysts have said OPEC
and its newfound non-OPEC friends
will be lucky if they can remove 1.2
million barrels out of the market.
OPEC is pledging slightly more than
that,and ministersinsist thistime they
will deliver.

“There’sstill going tobe alotof oil
around,” said Michael Rothman, an
oil analyst from Merill Lynch in
New York who often attends OPEC
meetings.

“They reinmuddle-throughmode.
They re trying tolessen the downside
risk for prices.”

Rothman said that OPEC’s emer-
gency meeting could backfire by rais-
ing expectations of bigger reductions
in supply.

Ministers were divided about
whether to cut more now or wait
and see how the market holds up
with what has thus far been
pledged.

The OPEC president, United Arab
Emirates oil minister Obaid bin Saif
al-Nasseri, told his colleagues in an
opening speech Monday that pe-
troleum producers must “halt the
downward price spiral” to keep the
global economy in balance.

The recent low prices have been a
bonanza foroil consumers butdevas-
tating for OPEC and other producers.

Members of the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries
are Algeria, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,
Kuwait, Libya, Nigetia, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates
and Venezuela.

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
MOSCOW (AP) — President
Boris Yeltsin on Monday gave a
lukewarm endorsement to ex-pre-
mier Viktor Chemomyrdin’s presi-
dential bid in 2000, but stopped
short of anointing him as the pre-
ferred successor.

Thepresident, whohasmade con-
tradictory statements about his own
political plans, seemed to indicate
Monday that he does not intend to
run for a third term.

“T made the decision on the
government'’s resignation, atthe
same time having in mind that
(Chernomyrdin) will lead the
presidential campaign,” Yeltsin
said of the former premier.

“A strong leader is needed ...
and taking into account thatTam
falling out, we should
strengthen” the Kremlin team,
the president said. “This does
not violate the general course of
our policy.”

Yeltsin’s uncertain healthand
two-term constitutional limit
would seek to rule out the possi-
bility of another presidential bid.

But presidential aideshavein-
dicated the 67-year-old leader
still might run.

They claim that Yeltsin's first
term began during Soviet times
and thus does not count toward
the two-term limit.

The president abruptly fired
Chermmomyrdin and the entire
government a week ago, saying
the Cabinet was too preoccupied
with politics to run the nation well.

Yeltsin gives a Tukewarm’
support for Chernomyrdin

Atthe time, Yeltsin said he was
freeing up Chernomyrdin to
“prepare” for the presidential
election in 2000.

Chernomyrdin announced
over the weekend that he would
definitely be a candidate.

Yeltsin’s support for
Chernomyrdin Monday
sounded abit tepid and the presi-
dent declined to name him the
heir apparent.

“You speak about succession
when it concerns kings. And
here people make the choice.
The people will choose the suc-
cessor,” Yeltsin told reporters
in the Kremlin.

“Some start this campaign
earlier and some later,” Yeltsin
said before his meeting with the
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan.

Chernomyrdin, a 59-year-old
Soviet-eratechnocrat, served as
premier for more than five years
and was considered a stolid No.
2 to the more mercurial Yeltsin.

Some political observers
speculate that Chernomyrdin's
growing political activity had
irritated Yeltsin, who was still
considering whethertorun himself.
Others claim the president fired

Chemomyrdin to let him dis-
tance himself from the govemment
as he prepared his candidacy.

Yeltsin has nominated 35-year-
old reformer Sergei Kiriyenko as
the new prime minister and threat-
ened to dissolve parliament unless
it approves his choice.
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US envoy meets Mubarak

SHARM EI-SHEIK, Egypt
(AP) — U.S. mediator Dennis
Ross met Monday with Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak, after four
days of talks ended without
Isracli or Palestinian commit-
ments to an American plan to
rescuc the stalled peace pro-
cess.

Ross, who has held separate
talks with Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat for the past four days.
was cxpected to brief Mubarak

on his efforts.

Egypt, which has been
deeply involved in the peace
process, reportedly has urged
Arafat not to reject outright a
U.S. proposal for an Israeli
withdrawal from parts of the
West Bank in exchange for
Palestinian security gestures.

The U.S. plan is said to in-
volve Israel’s withdrawal from
13.1 percent of the land. But
David Bar-Illan, a Netanyahu
aide, said Monday that Ross
has yet to bring up percent-

ages for any pullback and has
failed to convince the Pales-
tinians to take reciprocal steps
for troop withdrawals.

Shortly before Ross arrived,
Mubarak had met with Esmat
Abdel-Meguid, secretary-gen-
eral of the 22-member Arab
League who told reporters that
the Arabs appreciated the U.S.
role in trying to move the
peace negotiations.

But he also called for more
“quick and firm action™ to
make Israel accept the pro-

Cop...

Continued from page 1

liceofficers working at the Koban
police station in the tourist belt
found Martinez lying face down
on the ground.

“The officers all testified that
the defendant was intoxicated that
morning. A strong odor of alco-
hol was detected inthe defendant’s
exhaled breath when he was ying
on the ground next to the Star
Gazer's Cluband even while con-
versing with his fellow officers
that morning,” Demapan said.

The judge said Martinez after
getting up proceeded to Top One
Night Club.

The officers next observed
Martinez in a red sedan backing
up and heading west.

At the intersection, the
defendant’s vehicle was almost
hit by anoncoming vehicle which
had a right of way and was mak-
ing a left turn.” the judge stated.

Demapan said Martinez’s car
almost fully occupied the oppo-
site lane at a narrow intersection
as it made a left turn in front of
Dai-Ichi Hotel.

Police officer Dela Cruz ob-
served Martinez’s vehicle weav-
ing from lefl to right, at times
entering the opposite west bound
wraffic lane.

The defendant’s vehicle,
Demapan said. while making a
feft tum fell into a ditch near the
Remington Night Club.

Dela Cruz saw Marlinez drove
up on the sidewalk by a sewage
pathway.

“The defendant’s vehicle again
cotoff'the sidewalk and continued
to head cast toward Beach Road.

The ofticer at this point decided-

to pull overthe defendant atabout
where the Priendship Karaoke is
located.”™ Demapan said.

The judge said Dela Cruz in-
formed Martinez about his driv-
ing behavior and the defendant
responded by saying “T'msorry.”

At the Koban, Martinez was
uncooperative and starting shout-
ing profanity at Police Officer 1
Eric David, said Demapan.

David decided to put Martinez
under arrest and transported him
tothe Department of Public Safety
Central Station for DUI process-
ing.

At the station. Demapan said,
Martinez was uncooperative and de-
cided not to take the ficld sobriety test
as instructed by the oftficer and in the
officer’s words, just"played around.”

The defendant walked out of the
breathalyzer testing room. He was
not able to produce adriver’s license,
said the judge.

“The courtnotes the pain in having
the officers cite a fellow off-duty
officer. There was attempt tocounsel
or to take the defendant home. The
record is replete of the officer’s at-
tempt to not charge the defendant
inspite of the serious acts of traffic
misconduct the defendant commit-
ted that morning,” Demapan
added.

Teno . ..

Continued from page 1

relared story)

“We will address the concerns
(raised by the Times and the
Post),” Tenorio said.

The governor, together with
Senate  President Paul A,
Manglona (R-Rota), House
Speaker Diego T. Benavente (R-
Prec. 2, Saipan). Resident Rep.
Juan N. Babauta and representa-

tives of the Saipan Chamber of
Commerce (SCC) and the Hotel
Association of the Northern
Mariana Islands (Hanmi), will
present oral and written testimo-
nies before the committee.

Chaired by US Sen. Frank
Murkowski (R-Alaska), the com-
mittee will begin its hearing at
9:30 a.m. EST (March 31), which
is 12:30 (April 1) midnight here
on Saipan.

The committee is considering
bills that would strip the CNMI of

control over its immigration and
minimum wage policies—US
Sen. Daniel Akaka’s (D-Hawaii)
S. 1100 and the White House-
backed S. 1275.

The bills were introduced in the
wake of persistent reports of labor,
immigration and tariff abuses in the
CNML

The bills seek to restrict local im-
migration and increase the local min-
imum wage to federal level, and are
considered fatal tothe CNMIscheap
alien labor-dependent economy.

Victims . ..

Continued from page 1

ing US Labor Department inves-
tigator and a US Labor Depart-
ment attorney.

-Branigin alsomentioned a sepa-
rate inquiry into illegal garment
transshipments from the CNMI
to the US.

He said the inquiry was con-
ducted by two former US Cus-
toms investigators.

Caught on tape

The Post article said one mem-
ber of the seven-man undercover
team posed as a pregnant garment
workerand secretly tape-recorded
conversations with two Chinese
“doctors™ at underground abor-
tion clinics.

According to the Post, “*When
she told one of them she was four
months pregnant, he recom-
mended carrying the fetus to five
months and having a partial-birth

abortion, which he said would
cost $500. according o tran-
seript.”

However, Tu Xiao Mei, the
pregnant Chinese scamstress in-
terviewed by “20/20,7 has
changed her mind about testify-
ing before today's hearing.

Quoting unidentified US otfi-
cials, the Post said Tu flew to
Washington, D.C.. but is now
unwilling to testify due tofears of
retaliation,

Tu told 20/207 that her em-
ployer, a Saipan-based garment
manufacturer owned by the Chi-
nese government, ordered her to
have an abortion.

- Tu said she refused and was
fired.

The Post said the "documenta-
tion of an illegal abortion net-
work associated with Saipan’s
nearly $1 billion-a-year garment
industry poses a potential prob-
lem for industry backers. who in-

clude congressional Republican
leaders strongly opposed to abor-
ton.”

Among then is US House Ma-
jority Whip Tom Delay (R-
Texas).

Hate crimes

Among the undercover team'’s
findings, according to the Post:

« Increasing tensions between
the CNMI's 27,000 native island-
ersand the 37,000 registered alien
workers, "including arising inci-
dence of "hate crimes” against the
workers.”

« Rumpant recruitment scais.

« Increasing poverty and health
problems among the alien work-
Crs.

« The trafticking of minors from
the Philippines and China “for
sexual purposes, including forced
prostitution, and the importation
of more than 100 Russian women,
mostly from Sakhalin Island, for
work in brothels.”

posed withdrawal deal, warn-
ing the peace process was in

trouble. *The situation is criti-
cal,” he said.
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OPA. ..

Continued from page 1

one of the bidders, Torres Refrig-
eration, Inc. Torres lodged the
appeal to OPA after then PSS
Commissioner William Torres
dismissed his protest.

This was the second time a con-
tract for the MHS airconditioning
project was suspended.

JWS was awarded the contract
during the second bidding on Sept.
30,1997, which was held follow-
ing OPA’s recommendation to
stop business with Carrier Guam,
which was selected during the

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

In Re the Estate of

Jose Atalig Fujihira,
Deccased.

Probate Action No. 98-0123B

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Petitioner, the Commonwealth Health
Center, has filed a Petition in the
Superior Court of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands praying
that an administrator be appointed to
administer the estate of JOSE ATALIG
FUJIHIRA deceased. The attorney of
record is Celeste E. Andersen, Special
Assistant Attorney General, Department
of Public Health, P.O. Box 409 CK,
Saipan, MP 96950.

The hearing on the Petition is sct for
April 7, 1998 at the Commonwealth
Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan at 1:30
p.m. in Courtroom B. Any person who
has any objection to the petition may file
his or her objection with the Superior
Court at any time before the hearing, or
may appear at the time set for hearing
to present such objection or interest in
the above-captioned matter.

Notice 1s hereby given by the
undersigned to the creditors of, and all
persons having claims against the Estate
of JOSE ATALIG FUIHIRA, that
within sixty (60) days after the
publication of this notice, they must file
their claims with the Clerk of Court of
the  Superior Court of the
Commonwealth of the Northern

Mariana [slands, and any claims not so
presented shall be barred.

Dated: February 18, 1998

Is/Deputy Clerk of Count
Commonwealth Superior Court

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
In Re the Estate of
Regina Deleon Guerrero Reyes
Deceased.
Probate Action No. 98-0124B

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Petitioner, the Commonwealth Health
Cenler, has filed a Petition in the
Superior Court of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands praying
that an administrator be appointed to
administer the estate of REGINA

DELEON GUERRERO, deceased. The
attorney of record is Celeste E.
Andersen, Special Assistant Attorney
~General, Department of Public Health,
P.O. Box 409 CK, Saipan, MP 96950,
The hearing on the Petition is set for
April 7, 1998 at the Commonwealth
Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan at 1:30
p-m. in the Courtroom B. Any person
who has any objection to the petition
may file his or her objection with the

“first bidding in April last year.

The award of contract to Carrier
was canceled as a result of protests
filed by other bidders. OPA. in re-
sponse to these protests, had noted
that Carrier Guam did not meet the
“technical specifications.”

PSS consequently con-
ducted a re-solicitation of bids
on Sept. 25, 1997.

Companies that joined the sec-
ond bidding were ALPZ Merchan-
dizing, Torres, Pacific Tech-
nical Service Saipan, and

JWS. Carrier Guam did not

submit a proposal for this bid-
ding, but filed a protest, which
has been dismissed by OPA.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

In the Matter of the Petition for
Appointment of General Guardian
for:

Marie Therese Jones Attao and
Maximo Jones Attao, Jr.

Minor Children,

By

Theresita J. Attao,

Petitioner.
FCDGU Civil Action No. 98-0102

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian for the above-named
minor children by Theresita J. Attao, as Petitioner,
has been filed with the above-entitted Court and is
open for review at the Office of the Clerk of the
said Court, in Susupe, Saipan, Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands.

A HEARING of said Petition for Appointment
of Guardian will be held in Courtroom “D” of the
above-entitled Court on May 28, 1998 at 8:30 a.m.
or as soon as thereafter.

Dated this 30th day of March, 1998.

Jovita C. Flores,
Clerk of Court

Is/Deputy Clerk of Court

APARTMENT FOR REN
NEW IN TANAPAG MAIN ROAD SIDE
¢ Furnished Apartment
Type Rate Units Available
2BDRM §$750/mo. 2 Unit
3BDRM $900/mo.  1Unit

* Shop
1130 SQF $1.500/mo. 1 Unit

Pls. Call: 322-2312, 6363 235-0235

AS LITG PROPERTY

(Formerly Saipan Paint Ball)

87,400 Sq. Ft. Available in As
Lito for Long Term Lease
with Existing Concrete
Building, 2,400 Sq. Ft.,
Power and Water Available
Great for Commercial Use

Contact: Mr. Jae Yeol Lim
Tel. 234-3201

| NOTODRUGS |

Superior Court at any time before the
hearing, or may appear at the time set
for hearing to present such objection or
intercst in the above-captioned matter.
Notice is hereby given by the
undersigned to the creditors of, and all
persons having claims against the Estate
of REGINA DELEON GUERRERO
REYES, that within sixty (60) days after
the publication of this notice, they must
file their claims with the Clerk of Court
of the Superior Court of the
Commonweaith of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and any claims not so
presented shall be barred.
Dated: February 18, 1998

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court

Commonwealth Superior Court

HANMI

Continued from page 3

rior to require the US government to
adequately document and reimburse
the costs to local governments.

The suit was joined by the Govern-
ments of Guam, State of Hawaii and
the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands. Senator Leon
Guerrero estimates that the im-
pactto herisland alone hasreached
over $100 million to date.

At the same time, Micronesian
leaders are concerned about the
“braindrain” intheirislands, with
the best workers leaving their
states which is adversely affect-
ing development of their emerg-
ing economies.

Population . . .
Continued from page 3

ing asking for jobs,” he told Variety.

Veteran economist William H.
Stewartsaidthecasinoindustry would
be needing more workers who will
need housing. Houses, he said, re-
quire powerand water, fire and police
service. '

Steward added that medical facili-
ties will have to be expanded with
more doctors and nurses. “Both an
economic and human multiplier ef-
fect will be activated.”

At the same time, Long also said
the provision in House Bill 11-163

allowing transfer of nonresident con-

-act workers from one employer to
another will serve Tinian business-
men “good enough.”

“It {ansfer] will help in some
ways,” he added, hoping that there
wouldbeenoughavailable workforce
on Saipan that would be willing to
migrate to Tinian when the business
environment becomes active, akinto

* the openingofthe Dynasty Hotel and

Casino.

The Chamber earlier aired con-
cems that the moratorium on hiring
guest workers may signal the eco-
nomic downturn of Tinian. Long
explained that80percentof the people

in Tinian work for the government
while 20 percent are into business,
and that freezing the hiring of non-
resident workers would literally kill
small businesses.

HB 11-163, which is now Public
Law 11-6, allows alien workers to
transfer to another employer during
their contract period, but with the
approval of the original employer
and of the Department of Labor and
Immigration [DOLI].

Acting Gov. Jesus Sablan, while
calling for the enactment of a more
workable hiring moratorium that does
not burden the private sector with
undue hardship, signed the bill Friday.

OSHA .

Continued from page 3

operatives.

Biggers, citing Strasheim’s report,
said OSHA found 20 “hazards™ in-
volvingelectricalinstallations, 12 vio-
lations involving emergency exits,
11 violations on sanitary concerns,
and at least five citations on unsafe
water.

Biggers said the overcrowded liv-
ing quarters involve tworooms hav-

ing six occupants each.

Companies cited by OSHA in-
clude the United Intemnational Corp.
(UIC), which was found to have two
“serious” violations and was fined
$5,000.

The garment factory is owned by
James Lin, President of the Saipan
Garment Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion. Variety could not reach Lin for
comiments.

Meanwhile, other firmscited were
Sako Corp., another garment factory

which was fined $9,200 for eight
violations including a *‘serious”
one.

- The Tinian Dynasty Hotelwas,
for its part, found to have one
“serious” violation and was fined
$1,625.

Living quarters provided by
JoeTen Enterprises were also
found to have six violations in-
cluding three “serious” ones.

The giant retail firm was fined
a total of $5,500.

DFW .

Continued from page 9

lands, linking the colonies in a single
population.

The Endangered Species Act di-
rects Federal agencies to protect and
promote the recovery of listed spe-
cies. Proposed Federal projects and
actions. including activities on pri-
vate or non-federal lands, that in-
volve Federal funding or permitting
requite review toensure they will not

Jjeopardize the survival of any listed
species.

The Mariana fruitbatis a medium-
sized bat weighing .5 to 1.25 lbs.
Males areslightly larger than fernales
and colored black to brown with a
bright golden brown mantel on the
shoulders. The ears are well formed
and rounded and the eyes are large,
creating a canine-like appearance.
Members of this family of bats are
referred to as “flying foxes.”

The proposal to list the Mariana
fruitbatasthreatened onthe Northern

MarianaIslands and toreclassify it as
threatened on Guam was published
in the Federal Register on March 26.

Public comments are invited
until May 26. Comments should
be sent to Brooks Harper, Field
Supervisor, Pacific Islands Of-
fice, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, 300 AlaMoanaBlvd., Room
3-122, Box 50088, Honolulu,
Hawaii 96850.

If made final. this listing will
provide both Federal and local
protection for this species.

INS...

Continued from page 2

claimed they will be persecuted if
retumed fromthe U.S. to theirhome-
Jands remained in the U.S.,” he said.
INS officials also said they believe
the program is working well.

But the Cato Institute, alibertarian
think tank, said the law is endanger-

24 hrs wdlLr supply
Magnificent supply
Located in San Vicente Bay arca
Only $600.00 monthly

Call: 234-1778 or 234-6734

preferred.

No phone calls please.

MICROL INSURANCE, INC.
Needs

MOTOR CLAIMS ADJUSTER

Successful candidate must have sound mechanical knowledge, office
skills and able to work within a team environment. Insurance experience

ACCOUNTANT

Successful candidate must have 4 years accounting expericnce, office
skills and able to work within a tcam environment.

Please submit your resume at Microl Insurance office at Ground Floor,
Lim’s Office Bldg., cor. Beach Road, San Jose, Saipan.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

ing lives.

“If the new law does curb abuse it
does so only at the price of cutting
down on all claims for asylum —
without distinguishing between the
valid and the fraudulent,” the group
said.

Cato said the most damaging pro-
vision in the law is one that gives
foreigners only one year to file an
application for asylum after ar-
riving in the United States.

“Many genuine asylum seekers
will not be able te meet the dead-
line because of the circumstances
they face, including the trauma of
torture, the threat of death and
fear for family members who remain

in their home country,” its analysis
said.

The INS said thatasylum appli-
cations from foreigners who were
already in United States have
fallen 64 percent since 1993 be-
cause of reforms made two years
before the 1996 law was passed.

Under the reforms. inspection
staff has been doubled and asy-
lum applicants no longer auto-
matically receive permission to
work in the United States, spokes-
woman Elaine Komis said.

They receive work permits af-
ter their applications are approved
or after their cases remain unre-
solved for 180 days.

Clinton .
Continued from page 2

steaks of zebra, crocodile, impala in
monkey sauce, and giraffe.

“I ried it all,” the president said.

The Clintons headed outearly ina
four-wheeldriveexcursion van. Three
Secret Service agents saton the back
bench, and other security forces fol-
lowed in other trucks.

At the Chobe River, the Clintons
saw a hippo raise its head from the
crocodile-infested water and snort at
them. An cagle watched the scene
from atop a tree.

The air was filled with bird calls
and sounds of the wild,

Botswana is home to 80,000 ¢l-

ephants, and nearly half of them are in
Chobe National Park. The presi-
dent and first lady saw plenty of
them. A long-tusked eclephant
walked slowly by the president’s
entourage and on toward the wa-
ter.

The first lady said they saw
hippos and crocodiles, adding
excitedly, "We saw the lions. We
saw a mother lion and four cubs.™

Taking overthe story, the presi-
dent said, "They were up under-
neath atree. You could barely see
them. And the mother lion was on
her back playing with the Kids. It
wis great. At one point she even
had one of the cub’s tuil in her
mouth. They were playing back
and forth.”
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Classified Ads Section _

[DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
| immediately to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
BN | News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We
! [reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.
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Employment Wanted

Job'Vacancy
~Announcement

0t HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: HONG ELECTRIC ENTER-
PRISES, INC. Tel. 234-1324(4/
1)W25893

02 AUTO BODY REPAIRER-Sal-
ary.$3.05-3.20 per hour

Contact: PHILIPPINE EAGLE CORPO-
RATION dba Philippine Eagle Auto Re-
pair Shop Tel. 288-0928(4/1)W25887

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,800.00 per month

Contact: S.K.C.V. CORPORATION dba
Happy Islands Tel. 235-3077(4/
1)W25888

01 GUEST RELATION OFFICER-Sal-
ary:$4.50-5.00 per hour

01 HOUSEKEEPING CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN KORESCO CORPO-
RATION dba Saipan Koresco Resort
Club Tel. 288-6001(4/1)W25890

03 ASSISTANT COOK-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

04 WAITRESS/WAITER-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

Contact: ANICIA C. SONODA dba
Chamoro House Restaurant Tel. 234-
7361(4/1)W71306

01 AUTOMOBILE RENTAL CLERK-
Salary:$3.25-3.65 per hour

Contact: MARINO PRODUCT!ON INC.
dba Tahara Show Tel. 233-3255(4/
1)W25892

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.21 per hour
01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.21 per
hour

02 REINFORCING STEEL WORKER-
Salary:$3.05-8.36 per hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-3.21 per
hour -

01 COOK-Salary:$1,800.00-1,890.00
per month

01 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.21 per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-3.68
per hour

01 GOLF COURSE MAINT. LABORER-
Salary:$3.05-3.21 per hour

01 CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR-
Salary:$4.00-4.20 per hour

Contact: KAN PACIFIC SAIPAN, LTD.
Tel. 322-4692(4/1)W71308

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MILNE & REYES ENTER-
PRISES, INC. Tel.. 234-5871(4/
1)W71309 ‘

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-4.00
per hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-5.80 per hour

Contact: CITY TRUST BANK Tel. 235-
7701(4/1)W25906

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

Contact: MARIANAS BUSINESS PRO-
FESSIONALS, INC. dba Business Pro
Tel. 235-7763(4/1)W25905

02 SALES ASSOCIATES-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,500.00 per month
Contact: CELINE SAIPAN, INC. dba
Celine Tel.234-0550(4/1)W25904

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.00 per
hour

Contact; HIBERNIA, INC. Tel. 234-
0550(4/1)W253903

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,100.00-
1,200.00 per month

Contact: MAS MAULEG CORPORA-
TION dba MMC Tours Tel. 322-6201(4/
8)W25972

04 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour
01 OPERATIONS MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$4.00 per hour
Contact: SAPPHIRE ENTERPRISES,
INC. dba Salyn's Beauty Shop Tel. 234-
9869(4/8)W25973

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,400.00-2,000.00 per month

01 SALES MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,300.00 per month

Contact: COMMONWEALTH MARINE
LEISURE CORPORATION dba Marine
Sport & Leisure Tel. 234-9157(4/
8)W25974

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-

ary:$2,000.00-5,100.00 per month
Bilingual in Japanese Language

02 CLEANER, BUS-Salary:$3.05-3.70
per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SANKO TRANSPOR-
TATION, INC. (4/1)W25902

01 SUPERVISOR, TRAVEL AGENT-
Salary:$850.00-3,350.00 per month
Bilingual in Japanese Language

01 RESERVATION CLERK-Sal-
ary:$850.00-1,100.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$850.00-
1,040.00 per month

01 GROUND HOST/HOSTESS-Sal-
ary:$800.00-1,600.00 per month
Bilingual in Japanese Language
Contact: R & C TOURS SAIPAN, INC.
(4/1)W25900

01 WAITRESS, HEAD (SUPERVISOR)-
Salary:$850.00-1,500.00 per month
Contact: SHORES OF SAIPAN, INC.
dba Club Dera Tel. 235-7621(4/
1)W25901

01 RETAIL STORE(SUPERVISOR)-
Salary:$3.30 per hour

Contact: FAMILY GENESIS CORPO-

RATION dba Family Discount Market
Tel. 288-3526(4/1)W25899

02 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05-5.00 per hour
Contact: MERCED V. & RAPHAEL M.
REYES dba M.V. Reyes Catering (4/
1)W71320

01 SUPERVISOR, WAREHOUSE EX-
PEDITER-Salary:$5.50 per hour
Contact: TRIPLE “B" FORWARDERS
(CNMI), INC. Tel. 234-5505(4/
8)W71378

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.00 per
hour

Contact: DEV. & ASSOCIATES INC.
dba JSD International Tel. 234-6187(4/
8)W25969

01 BODY FENDER -Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: T & B INTERNATIONAL INC.
dba Union Auto Repair Shop Tel. 235~
0329(4/1)W25894

02 MACHINE OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: T & B INTERNATIONAL INC.
Tel. 235-0329(4/1)W25895

02 SCUBA DIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00 per month

Contact: BLUE HORIZON ENT., INC.
dba MSE Diving Tel. 233-7871(4/
1)W25896

01 ADMINISTRATIVE/MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,100.00 per month

Contact: PNB CORPORATION dba
PNB Foreign Exchange Tel. 235-
7251 (4/8)W25978

01 SUPERVISOR, CONSTRUCTION-
Salary:$4.00-6.00 per hour

Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/
YCO Construction Tel. 235-6604(4/
8)W71380

Classified Ads
FIRST

01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

01 STEEL (WORKER)-Salary:$3.05-
3.50 per hour

04 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour’

02 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: WORLD ELECTRIC & CON-
STRUCTION COMPANY, INC. Tel. 235-
6233(4/8)W25970

02 STEEL (WORKER)-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: WOOSUNG CONSTRUC-
TION CO. LTD. Tel. 235-1240(4/
8)W25971

. 01 AUTO PAINTER-Salary:$3.05 per

hour

Contact: SAPPHIRE CORPORATION
dba Diamond Auto Care Center Tel.
233-0802(4/8)W25977

01 SEAMSTRESS-Salary:54.05 per
hour plus $225.00 housing allowance
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.82 per
hour plus $225.00 housing allowance
Contact: TOWN HOUSE, INC. dba De-

-partment Store Tel. 235-6357(4/

8)W71418

2 CANCER
7 SOCIETY

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING) RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: NIIZEKI INT'L. SAIPAN CO.,
LTD. Tel. 234-5050(4/8)W71421

01 PAINTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 CARPENTER (FURNITURE)-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: B & P CORPORATION Tel.
287-7007(4/14)T26042

01 SHOP MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$4,000.00-6,000.00 per month

01 ASSISTANT SHOP MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00-3,000.00 per month
Contact: TROPICAL PLAZA LTD. dba
La Fiesta San Roque Tel. 322-0998(4/
13)M71484

01 COMPUTER OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.75 per hour

Contact: BASIC CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLY CORP. Tel. 234-8779(4/
15)W71523

01 MANAGER-Salary:$1,500.00 per
month

03 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: CHANG HYUN CORP. dba
Club Market (Karaoke) Tel. 288-78391(4/
15)W26059

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MODERN INVESTMENT, INC.
dba Saipan Ocean View Hotel (4/
15)W71513

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$800.00 per
month

Plus $350.00 housing allowance
Contact: HST SAIPAN INC. Tel. 234-
6052(4/15)W26058

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

In Re the Estate of

BERT DARELL THOMPSON
Decedent.

Civil Action No. 98-0161

NOTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Petitioner DORIS ANN TEMPLETON
THOMPSON has filed a Petition for Letters
of Administration praying that she be
appointed as Administrator of the estate of
BERT DARELL THOMPSON, deceased.
The attorney of record is Eric S. Smith whose
office is at Fourth Floor, Horiguchi Bldg.,
P.O. Box 5133, Saipan MP 96950.

The hearing on the Petition is set for April
7, 1998 in the Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan
at 1:30 p.m. All interested persons may
appear at this hearing.

All persons having claims against the
estate, or against the decedent should file their
claims with the Clerk of Court of the Superior
Court within Sixty (60) days after the first
publication of this Notice.

Dated this March 3, 1997.

Jovita C. Flores,

"OMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

MARIANAS MANAGEMENT
CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,

\7 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
C

V8.

AIR MARIANAS, INC. and the unknown
administrators, successors, assigns and
personal representatives of the above
named defendant,

Defendants.

Civil Action No. 98-0069C

FIRST AMENDED SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION

TO: AIR MARIANAS, INC. and the unknown

administrators, successors, assigns and

personal representatives of the above-named
defendant

You afe hereby summoned and required 10
serve upon Carismith Ball Wichman Case &
Ichiki, plaintif's attomey's, whose address is
Carlsmith Building, Capitol Hill, P.C. Box 5241
CHRB, Saipan, MP 96950, an answer to the
Complamt to Quiet Title which is hereby served
upon you on or before April 30, 1998. If Kou
fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint. You may obtain a copg of the
Complaint at the Commonwealth Superior
Courl in Susupe, or by contacting Carlsmith
Ball Wichman Case & Ichiki at (670? 322-3458.
Dated: March 16, 1398

/&/Deputy Clerk of Court

01 DRESSMAKING-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: VIVIAN K. PANGELINAN-
CRUZ dba Holiday Shop Dressmaking
Tel. 233-6910(4/15)W26064

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN INDUSTRIAL GAS,
INC. Tel. 322- 5105(4/15)W26063

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOREMAN-
Salary:$5.50 per hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$4.50 per hour

01 CONSTRUCTION LABORER-Sal-
ary:$4.00 per hour

Contact: HAWAIIAN ROCK PROD-
UCTS CORPORATION Tel. 322-
0407(4/15)W26062

CAR FOR SALE
Chevy Corsica 1989
Aircon, Automatic, 4DR Sedan, AM/FM

Cassette, No rust, 69K Miles, Runs good,
$2,000  Call Myra Tel 235-2718

OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

In Re the Estate of

David Cruz Aguon,
Deceased.

Probate Action No. 98-148B

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Petitioner, the Commonwealth Health
Center, has filed a Petition in the
Superior Court of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands praying
that an administrator be appointed to
administer the estate of DAVID CRUZ
AGUON, deceased. The attorney of
record is Celeste E. Andersen, Special
Assistant Attorney General, Department
of Public Health, P.O. Box 409 CK,
Saipan, MP 96950.

The hearing on the Petition is set for
April 4, 1998 at the Commonwealth
Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan at 1:30
p.m. in Courtroom B. Any person who
has any objection to the petition may file
his or her objection with the Superior
Court at any time before the hearing, or
may appear at the time set for hearing
to present such objection or interest in
the above-captioned matter.

Notice is hereby given by the
undersigned to the creditors of, and all
persons having claims against the Estate
of DAVID CRUZ AGUON, that within
sixty (60) days after the publication of
this notice, they must file their claims
with the Clerk of Court of the Superior
Court of the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, and any
claims not so presented shall be barred.

Dated: February 25, 1998

Is/Deputy Clerk of Court

| Commonwealth Superior Court

TRUCK FOR SALE

1988 Toyota Hilux ‘Island Truck’
AM/FM Stcreo with Cassette, AIR CON Works, Runs Great

$2,500.00/0r best offer
Leaving Island Apeil 12

Equipment for Club
and Restaurant

Please call: Wilma at 233-2598

Call: 235-0565

We are winning!

AMERICAN

ALL AROUND
BEAUTICIAN

Please call: Wilma at 233-2598

Clerk of Court BEAUTICIAN
Is/Deputy Clerk of Court ‘ T zglﬁ?élgSHAlRPORT
“Attn: RHEA
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARJANA ISLANDS

In Re the Estate of

Maria Reyes Lizama,
Deceased.

Probate Action No. 98-150B

NOTICE OF HEARING AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
Petitioner, the Commonwealth Health
Center, has filed a Petition in the
Superior Court of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana [slands praying
that an administrator be appointed to
administer the estate of MARIA REYES
LIZAMA, deceased. The attorney of
record is Celeste E. Andersen, Special
Assistant Attorney General, Department
of Public Health, P.O. Box 409 CK,
Saipan, MP 96950.

The hearing on the Petition is set for
April 7, 1998 at the Commonwealth
Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan at 1:30

p.m. in Courtroom B. Any person who
has any objection to the petition may file
his or her objection with the Superior
Court at any time before the hearing,
or may appear at the time set for hearing
to present such objection or interest in
the above-captioned matter.

Notice is hereby given by the
undersigned to the creditors of, and all
persons having claims against the Estate
of MARIA REYES LIZAMA, that
within sixty (60) days after the
publication of this notice, they must file
their claims with the Clerk of Court of
the Superior Court of the
Commonwealth of the Northemn
Mariana Islands, and any claims not so
presented shall be barred.

Dated: February 2, 1998

Is/Deputy Clerk of Court
mmonweaith Superior Cou

APARTMENT FOR RENT
VIS»TU'DIO'TYPE' '$3.50',

" Including Power s Watcr
Single o Cuuplc only . =

Tel. 234-1233Day) 288-2222 {Evening)

APARTMENT FOR RENT

2 Bedroom ¢ Fully & Semi Furnished ¢
24 hrs, Water ¢ All rooms airconditioned
Cable included

Located in Tanapag next to the
Tanapag Elem. Sch.

Forinfo, call Tony or Regina at 322-3283

Read to your child everyday.

e
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

I ANSWERED ONE OF
THOSE “PERONAL” ADS

BOY, AM [ OUT
OF SHAPE

IT SAID, .. WARM  LOVING.
MATURE WOMAK, Q0D (XK .
RESPOAKIBLE. ROMEMAKER.,
SEEKS YHUAG MAK WHO
THINKS HE CAN) FIND THIS
TYPE OF PERSON) ELSEWHERE,
2UT MUST RNOW B+ Ao
THAT HE CAN'T.. 7

2
o =
=) =

(b

T WAS (V’h"
U\Otr £

.m\

THERE'S ONLY ONE
THING TO PO

© 1994 Urad Featurs Synceeate. Inc

IF YOU CAN'T LOSE IT...
BELT IT

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz

YES MAAM .. I KNOW
I DIDN'T MAKE"OUTSTANDING
STUDENT OF THE YEAR".

1 KNOW I DIDN'T WIN...

BUT WHAT I NEED
TO KNOW (5,DID T
COME IN SECOND

OR MAYBE THIRD?

FOUR

www unitedmedia com

HUNDREDTH?!

e

PROBABLY A LOT
CLOSER THAN IT
SOUNDS, HUH, MAAM?

2u) '0IEOIPUAS BINtESd PBIUN (661 O

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

WEDNESDAY
TO see what is in store for you
tomorrow. find vour birthday
and read the corresponding
paragruph. Let your birthday
star be vour daily guide.
THURSDAY, APRIL 2
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — One particular devel-
opment today may prove more
interesting than any other —
and it is neither good nor bud
until vou study it more closely.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — You are well on your
way to finishing something
that others have never done.
Today, take the time to ensure
that everything is being done
right.
ARIES (March 21-April
19) — You may have trouble
with gadgets and technical

devices today. When you can.
do things without any kind of
electronic assistance.
TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — Ado-it-yourself project

suddenly may become much
more complicated today than
vou had anticipated. Still. you
can finish it on schedule.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You will want to take a few
extra precautions today. You
may not know what the dan-
sers really are. but you do want
10 be prepured.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — You must guard against
being left out today. Put your-
self where the action is, and
stay there! Be sure you have
all the up-to-date information.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
It is not enough just to make
contact with someone far from
home: you must be willing to
putalittle extraeffort into the
message you send.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— Your idea of how things
ought to be done is likely to
prove quite different from the
way a close friend sees things.
Strike a compromise.

My ENGINE'S
STARTING TO KNOCK
LIKE CRAZY!

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
— You can have what you
want today, but you must be
sure that you really want it
before going to the effort to
acquire it. You can’t give it
back!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — An unusual message
may contain a hidden mean-
ing or two; you'll want to
spend time looking at it from
as many different angles as
possible.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — Why do you think
you're on the spot today? The
fact is, you may be the only
person who is treating you in
such a way; ease up on your-
self.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Someone in a su-
pervisory position may not
take to you right away. You
are going to have to trust that
your work will win him or her
OVET. Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, Inc
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WHENIT'S OBVIOUS YOU NEED A NEW CAR.

. FIND ONE iN THE CLASSIFIED ADS!

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS

1 Goliath's
slayer
6 — salts

11 Judd or
Ryder

12 Solemn
musical
pieces

14 “No man —
— island”

15 Huge animal

17 Nugent ID

18 Explosive
inits.

19 Timepiece

20 Hwy.

21 Cerium
symbol

22 Novelist
George —

23 Stack

24 Fireplug

26 Butane and
helium

27 Sounded a
bell

28 Confine

29 Dennis Franz

E

co-star v
rley" .
4 rst)rgr:1er¥1aste Answer to Previous Puzzle
34 Juan's bo
35 Ofice. SUESHARFIERVENY
worker O|G|L|EF|E[EMUIN|T|O
36 Alternative BILIUIR RIEIL MITICIK
37 oo SIY[LV] | [ABLICIA[TIHIE
38 — rights E|R[I ERM-'
38?“5{,’”5 P{A{U[S|E{DIMRIE(S|TIE(D
40 Football pos. OIRR AlLIE
41 Foot bottoms
42 Naturalness DIE[N] I [RIOMNF A|TIAILIE
43 Soup variety RIO|TEAIN|O
%Wgﬁmd E[X|P[E[C|THBIAIK|E[R[S
man
family LIE[AINIREIA[RBE|L[E[E
47 Actor O'Neal, AIN|TIEBRR|B|! BEN|[![CIE
el al. MIAE[SIRSIEICIMSIS[T[S
48 ?S(:)o)dbye 2-18 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate
DOWN 5 Cute Bashan
6 Legal decree 10 Spunk
1 Walt — 7 Carnation 11 Caster of
2 Body sci. color spells
3 Max — 8 Sign of a hit 13 Daggers
Sydow {abbr.) 16 Cry of owl
4 At home 9 King of 19 Extended
. families
7 10 20 Stair part
22 Muse of
1 poetry
23 Beeper, for
one
25 Swallow
liquid
26 Small maliet
28 TV's Ally
McBeal-
29 Growl
viciously
30 Title of
respect
31 Animated
32 Loud sounds
33 Perry Mason

creator
namesakes

35 Satiates

38 Nickel or
dime

39 Starchy plant

41 Depot (abbr.)

42 Silkworm

44 Empire St.
46 Dukakis ID

KidSpet.

ING FROM DRAWING "'B.” HOW MANY CAN YOU FIND?

®

DOG

B

.

THERE ARE SEVEN THINGS |IN
DRAWING "“A"” THAT ARE MISS.-

DickPoxeis

" HE HAD A FLEA ONCE, BUT IT GOT AWAY.

© 1938 United Feature Syndicate, Inc 131

"H133L S.9500 ‘ISNOHD0A NO .3NIdS, ‘NIVHO ‘INO4
DOQ ‘H3L137 1HIHS ‘NDIS H0A IHYMIE, 'ISNOH ‘SNV

. 51H SMASH WEEK! TONIGHT AT 7:001"

EM@W/[}E HBUSEED

Tue/Wed/Thu 7:00 e Fri 4:00-8:00 ® Sat/Sun 12:00-4:00-8:00
'~ ADVANCE TICKETS ON SALE! (DURING BOXOFFICE HOURS) .

‘i

“ 3

sehommim At

Fapaut

P L
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-23

Holyfield eyes unification bout

By JOSH DUBOW

NEW YORK (AP) — Evander

Holyfield’s next opponent may be
Henry Akinwande, but that’s not
the boxer who concemns him most.

At a news conference Monday
announcing the Holyfield-
Akinwande title fight on June 6 at
Madison Square Garden, Holyfield
spent more time discussing a unifi-
cation bout with Lennox Lewis ora
rematch with Mike Tyson.

A heavyweight unification fight
was thwarted this winter when
Holyfieldand HBO couldnotagree
on the financial figures.

Withthatfightonthe back burner,
Lewis went on to face Shannon
Briggs, whom he beat Saturday,
and Holyfield will take on
Akinwande.

“Lennox got surprised, but the
most impoitant thing is he won the
fight.” Holyfield said.

“Sometimes when you fight a
bad fighter you can look bad. But
regardless of who you fight, you
have to weather the storm.”

After the fight, Lewis suggested
that all the talk about Holyfield
contributed to a slow start against
Briggs. While Holyfield was pre-
occupled with Lewis on Monday,
he said that won't hinder his prepa-

Wor/d Hea vywe/ght boxing champ/on E vander Ho/yf/eld right, and Br/t/sh chal/enger Henry Ak/nwanda /eft
pose with boxing promoter Don King Monday at New York's Madison Square Garden. The two fighters slug
it out for a championship fight set for June 6 at the Garden. ap

ration for Akinwande.

“I think that is a sory excuse,”
Holyfield said. “You choose who
you talk about. We are both profes-
sional enough to talk about someone
and prepare for a fight.”

Holyfield, wholast fought on Nov.

8 against Michael Moorer, is ex-
pected to earn about $10 million for
the Akinwande fight, about half of
what he made against Moorer and
what he asked for against Lewis.
Akinwande is expected to eam
$2.5 million. The fight will be shown

on Showtime pay-per-view and pro-
moted by Don King, who goes on
trial Tuesday for insurance fraud.

“This is a great opportunity as [ go
fromonecrisistoanother,” King said.
“Between crises, I promote heavy-
weight fights.”

If not for the WBC mandate,
Holyfield admitted he wouldn't
fight Akinwande. But withunifica-
tionstill hisultimate goal, Holyfield
isnotabouttothrow any beltsaway.

“The only way to collect all the
title is to maintain the ones you
alreadyhave,”suid Holyfield'slaw-
yer Jim Thomus.

“Evander has an obligation to
fight the WBA No. | challenger.

Akinwande is the best available
fighter for Evander.”

But he is not Lewis. Holyfield
denied charges he's rying to avoid
Lewis and said itwas Lewis’ obli-
gation 10 make the fight work.

The prospects for that fight may
improve after Lewis make his man-
datory defense against Zeljko
Mavrovic this summer, ending his
commitment to HBO.

I have never ducked anybody
and of all fighters. I wouldn’t
duck Lennox,” Holyfield said.
“Lennox is a fighter like Mike
Tyson. which fits my style. |
know the fight would be diffi-
cult, but we would win.

*He has built his reputation on
beating people who didn’t have
reputations,” he added. “He has
never beaten anybody who had the
title. Why should I take a pay cutto

make it work. I am the champion.”

1998 Men’s Major Baseball League

TEAM WIN
Miller Lite Brewers 3
UMDA Aces 2
Team Palau 1
Kautz Glass Glazers 0

S/Vicente Young Guns 0

BATTING LEADERS: (Based on 6 or more times a bat)

PLAYER TEAW AR HT BATIING
Melvin Teregeyo Aces 8 5  .825
Glen Palacios Aces 13 5 815
Sherman Neiraidong Team Palau 7 4 571
Steve Coleman Aces 7 4 571
James Soback Aces 7 4 571
Everette Neiraidong  Team Palau 8 4 500
Cowley Neiraidong ~ Team Palau 8 4 500
Derron Flores S.V. Young-Guns 8 4 500
Ben Aguon Aces 6 3 .500
Wilber Ada Brewers 6 3 .500

Runs: (7) Tony Camacho (6) Greg Camacho (5) Glen Palacids,
Melvin Teregeyo, Craig Sanchez, Frank Pangelinan, Ben Mesa,

Jerry Ayuyu.

Doubles: (3) Greg Camacho (2) Wilber Ada, Ben Hocog
Triples: (2) Glen Palacios, Ben Aguon

Homerun: (1) Gus Pangelinan, James Soback

RBI's: (6) Ben Mesa (5) Greg Camactio (4) Ben Hocog, James
Soback, Riang Yoshino, Gus Pangelinan

PITCHING LEADERS:;
PLAYER IEAM ¢
Bill Camacho Aces 2
Elmer Sablan Brewers 2
Dominic Chong Brewers 2
Joe Terlaje Young Guns 2
Ryan Kennen Palau 2
Norman Tenorio ~ Aces 3
Dave Kapileo Glazers 2
Marvin Ada Young Guns |
STRIKEQUTS:

2n qun Kennen (16) Elmer Sablan

LOSS PCT GB

0 1.000 -
I 667 |
! 5000 112
2 000 212
2 000 2112

INN  ER BHIT WAL ERA
7 b 0 18
B4 7 w0 27
6 27 10 300
01 4 14 01 348
47 U 480
7 4 10 5B
61 4 18 01 58
S5 00 84

Keep Saipan Clean & Beautiful

L L]
Capriati .
Continued from page 24
straight games to tie it at 5-5.

Trailing 6-5, she fought of ftwo set
points to force a ticbreak, which she
won 7-4.

She then went up 4-1 inthe second
setbefore faltering with severalerrors
anddouble faults thatallowed McNeil
to win the last five games and carry
momentum into the final set.

Capriatisaidshe simplyneeds more
match experience to regain her con-
sistency.

“It’s hard when you keep losing
early,” she said. “"This would have
beenreally goodifIcould have pulled
this out.”

Although their losses were some-
what overshadowed by Capriati’s,
three of the six seeds who played on
the tournament’s opening day were
sent packing in their first-round
matches.

No. Il seed Sandrine Testud lost 6-
3,6-3toRuxandra Dragomir; No. 12
seed Anke Huber fell 7-5,7-6 (7-5) to
Magui Semng; and 13th seed Ai
Sugiyamawasousted2-6,7-5,6-4by

Alexandra Fusai.

No.9lIrinaSpirlea, the highest seed
inaction Monday, opened witha 6-3,
6-3 victory over Meike Babel of Ger-
many.

he Romanian, ranked 12th in the
world, fell behind early in both sets
before rallying. Spirlea won the last
four games of the first set and the last
five of the second to advance.

Other seeds to advance were No. 10
Nathalie Tauziat, a6-4,6- 1 winnerover
Maria Alejandra Vento, and No. 13
Lisa Raymond, who needed thiee sets
to oust Shi-Ting Wang 6-1, 4-6,6-1.

Barkley .

Continued from page 24

drew his second technical after
complaining that he was held
while going after a pass.

The Rockets lost the game, [00-
75. ,
“I'd like to say one thing about

Jack Nies,” Barkley, who was
fined and suspended for an alter-
cation with the official last sea-
son, said after he was ejected. "1
think he is a gutless official who
holds grudges.

“For him to toss me for no rea-
son ... since we had our alterca-
tion, I've always thought he was
gutless. He did nothing to dispute

that tonight.

“Ya'll print that because I want
the NBA to call me.”

Barkley did notattend the Rock-
ets’ workout Monday because he
was being treated for an injured
shoulder.

His agent, Glen Guthrie. de-
clined comment to The Associ-
ated Press.

US...

Continued from page 24

Griffey, the American League
MVP, and the Seattle Marinersenter-
tain AL champion Cleveland at the
Kingdome.

Home runs seem to jump every
time baseball expands, shooting up
nearly 25 percent in 1993 when base-
ball added Florida and Colorado.
Maris’ 61, it should be mentioned,
CAME iNn 4N eXPUnNsion season.

“Ithas tobe tough for a kid pitcher
these days justtowatch ESPN,” Ana-
heim ace Chuck Finley said.

“All they show we guys hitting
balls where no one has hit them be-
fore. They show them bouncing into
fountains and stuff. This is not a good
time to be a bad pitcher.”

Even though no expunsion team
has ever won more than 70 games,
Arizona and Tampa Bay we hoping

to make good showings.

The Diamondbacks, with Andy
Benes on the mound and Buck
Showalterinthedugout, openathome
against Colorado.

Kile, a free agent signed 1o be the
Rockies' top pitcher, faces an Ari-
zona lineup that includes Mau Will-
1ams, Jay Bell and Devon White.

Wilson Alvarez stats for the Devil
Rays athome against the Tigers, who
have moved from the AL East to the
Central.

“The feeling here is that we can
compete. In fact, we don’t think of
ourselves so much as an expansion
team but a fust-year wam,” said
Tampa Bay's Wade Boggs, who
needs 200 hits to reach 3.0XX),

The 1998 scason begins at Shea
Stadium when the New York Mets
face major league strikeout leader
Cunt Schilling of Philadelphia.

In other openers:

» Cal Ripken extends his consecu-

tive games streak to 2479 when Bal-
timore plays hostto Kansas City. Ray
Miller makes his debutas the Orioles
manager.

« New managerJerry Manuetleads
the Chicago White Sox into Texas.

» Brown starts for the San Diego
Padres when they play at Cincinnati,

* Moises Alou, now in Houston.
miy getto face former Marlins team-
mate RobbNenwhenthe Astros visit
San Francisco.

Sablan .

Continued from page 24

30 inthe back to gross 77 for the day.

John Babauta was the third place
winnerinthe low gross category avith
atolal low score of 83,

Closest 10 the pin winners are as
follows: hole no. 3—Brian Reves,
hole no. 7—Ed Manglona, hole no.
13—Mel Sablin and finally hole no.
I7—Norbert Sablan.

]
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School track oval on Guam.

Young runners try to outpace each other in the mile rela

y race which kicked o

ff the Guam Special Olympics held Saturday at the Washington High

Photoby Eduardo C. Siguenza

US Major League Baseball on

By BEN WALKER
NEW YORK (AP) — Start count-
ing.

T-Iome runs by Mark McGwire and

Ken Griffey Jr. Wins for the Tampa
Bay Devil Rays and Arizona Dia-
mondbacks. Hits by Milwaukee
Brewers pitchers. New names for the
Florida Marlins,

Alltheelements of Baseball "98-—
expansion style — will be on display
Tuesday on opening day of the U.S.
Major League Baseball season.

KevinBrownandDarrylKilepitch-
ing for new teams, Andres Galarraga
and Marquis Grissom playing innew
places.

The Bank One Ballpark, with its
swimming pool beyond the right-
center field fence, in Phoenix.

HOUSTON (AP) — The NBA
fined Houston Rockets’ forward
Charles Barkley $10,000 Mon-
day for calling referec Jack Nies
“gutless” after being ejected from
agame against the Orlando Magic.

Barkley was thrown out of Fri-
day night’s game for his second
technical foul with 9:02 remain-
ing and the Rockets trailing by 18
points,

He received his first technical
for protesting the lack of a call
during the second quarter. He
Continued on page 23
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Tropicana Field, with its cigar bar, in
Tampa Bay. The Brewersina
new league,

The Detroit Tigers in a different
division. A dozen members of the
World Series champion Marlinsnow
scattered.

And a bunch of hitters waiting to
tee off on guys who made it to the
majors this year only because of ex-
pansion. .

“We’ll be pitching guys who don't
belong here yet,” Marlins manager
Jim Leyland said. “‘But there’s a big
difference betweennotbelonginghere
yet and not belonging here at all.”

World Series MVP Livan
Hemandez starts the opener at home
against the Chicago Cubs, whoadded
Henry Rodriguez, Jeff Blauser,

Mickey Morandini and Rod Beck in
the offseason.

The rest of the Marlins’ rotation,
however, includes the likes of Rafael
Medina, Brian Meadows and Felix
Heredia.

*Ourjobistodevelop youngsters,”
Leyland said. “T'llbe glad to see them
get better, but we're not going to be
able to compete this year for a title.”

Instead, the Marlins may come
close tothe worstrecord foradefend-
ingchampion—-the 1991 Cincinnati
Reds went 74-88 following their
World Series win.

Many fans, meanwhile, wonder
whether McGwire and Griffey will
contend for Roger Maris’ record of
61 home runs.

McGwire, who hit 58 last year,

Capriati ousted early
in Family Circle Cup

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, South Carolina (AP) — Jennifer Capriati,
playing in only her second match of the year, again lost in the first round,
when Lori McNeil beat her Monday in the Family Circle Cup at Sea Pines

- Racquet Club.

Capriati, a former top 10 player sidelined for atwo months by elbow and
shoulderinjuries, was beaten 6-7 (7-4), 6-4, 6-4, but it was better than the last

time.

She played her first of the yearon March 19 at the Lipton Championships.
There, she lost to Magdalena Grzybowska in straight sets in the

first round,

On Monday, Capriati hit several nice cross-court forehand winners but
also made several unforced emrors against McNeil, who at No. 148 is three
spots ahead of Capriati. She lost 6-7, (7-4), 6-4, 6-4.

“T just didn’t play that well, I think, in my book today,” Capriati
said. “There (were) a lot of things I could have done, but didn’t.”

For a time it looked as if Capriati would walk away a winner in

straight sets,
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She trailed 5-2 in the first set before winning three

begins his first full season with St.
Louis when the Cardinals open at
Busch Stadium against the Rupert
Murdoch-owned Los AngelesDodg-

€rs.

Continued on page 23
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Continued on page 23
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tops SGA
March

s

+low: gross scote.of 69 to win the -
- monthly tournament; R
+ - Jess. Castro actually shot the -

‘day but he has’

‘already- won the February club .
* championship. - R

Castro shot an incredible 37 as

 his. haridicap of 14 gave him the
“bestnetof theday with 64 +*
. Thirdlow gross winner weritto’
- Ed Manglona who shot identical
scores of 42 in the fromt and back

with 13 handicap tonet 71, .
In ‘other ' categories, Joe

- (Kamikazi)Camachowasthelow
‘gross champiori of the day witha,

frontnine score of 38 and 35 in the
back to gross a total 6f 73, the best
scoreof theday. " -
Second place winner in thelow
gross competition went to Brian
Reyeswhoshot41 inthe frontand
_'Gontinued on page 23

Y

Walter McCarty, 4right, dunks over the h/'/ade/phia

76ers"Tim Thomas during their game in Philadelpkia Sunday. ap 7
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