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I \ MESSAGE TO THE U.S, TRAINING FOR TRADE AND ECONOMIC 
^DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE FROM U.S. SENATOR SPARK MATSUNAGA

It is with great pleasure that I extend my warmest aloha 

AND BEST WISHES TO ALL IN ATTENDANCE AT THE UNITED STATES 

Conference on Training for Trade and Economic Development being 

HELD UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII'S COMMUNITY 

Colleges.

This conference no doubt will offer all participants an 

OPPORTUNITY TO ASSESS THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS REQUIRED BY THE 

DEMANDS OF INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE AND DEVELOPMENT SO VITAL TO 

Hawaii, the Nation, and the Pacific hemisphere, As a 

United States Senator and Chairman of the International Trade 

Subcommittee of the Senate Finance Committee, I assure you of my 

DEEP COMMITMENT TO ASSIST THE ALOHA STATE IN CARRYING OUT ITS 

GROWING ROLE IN ASIA-PACIFIC AFFAIRS, 

Hawaii, with its cultural diversity, balmy climate and 

STRATEGIC SETTING, OFFERS PACIFIC RlM COUNTRIES AN IMPRESSIVE SET 

OF ADVANTAGES FOR FACILITATING THEIR OWN DYNAMIC GROWTH. Many OF

THE SKILLS AND TECHNOLOGIES THAT HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED TO PROMOTE
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i 
OUR OWN ECONOMIC GROWTH IN PREVIOUS YEARS ARE CLEARLY 

TRANSFERABLE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AROUND THE nACIFIC PIM, 

This is most apparent in the formulation and operation of 

TRAINING PROGRAMS, NOT ONLY FOR THE TERRITORIES AND ISLAND 

NATIONS OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC BUT ELSEWHERE THROUGHOUT ASIA AND 

Oceania, t might add that one example of such a program which t 

HAVE LONG SUPPORTED IS AT THE PACIFIC INTEPNATIONAL rENTER FOR 

High Technology Research in Honolulu,

For a number of years, the value of American trade across 

THE pACIFIC HAS SURPASSED THAT WITH OUR HISTORICAL TRADING 

PARTNERS IN rUROPE, OCCURRING IN CONCERT WITH THE RECORD ECONOMIC 

ADVANCE OF OUR PACIFIC DIM NEIGHBORS, It IS MY FIRM BELIEF THAT 

THE 1990's WILL REFLECT A PERIOD OF PROFOUND CHANGE FOR THE ROLE 

of the United States in international trade, including that of 

THIS HEMISPHERE, WHILE OUR COUNTRY HAS BEEN A GREAT IMPORTER OF 

GOODS AND SERVICES DURING THE 1980's, WE WILL, OUT OF NECESSITY, 

BE INCREASINGLY AN EXPORTER IN THE COMING DECADE, rURPENCY 

REALIGNMENT HAS SET THE STAGE FOR THIS SHIFT, AND A RENEWED

ATTENTION TO QUALITY OF PRODUCTION AND SERVICES ON THE PART OF
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American industry will re responsible for contributing to this 

effort. In my opinion, trade legislation pending before the 

Congress will make a contribution to this trend as well.

On this score, Mouse-Senate conferees, myself among them, 

HAMMERED OUT A MUCH IMPROVED BILL LAST WEEK — ONE FROM WHICH THE 

MOST OBJECTIONABLE PROTECTIONIST PLOT LINES HAVE BEEN DROPPED 

FROM THE SCRIPT. I AM PLEASED TO HAVE HAD A HAND IN FASHIONING 

THIS LEGISLATION AND BELIEVE THAT IT CAN LAY THE FOUNDATION FOR A 

NEW ERA OF GROWTH IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE,

WE NEED TO BE COGNIZANT, HOWEVER, THAT TRADE LEGISLATION 

(ALONE) CANNOT REPLACE THE DILIGENT EFFORTS OF OUR EXPORTERS IN 

CREATING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES THAT ARE IN DEMAND BY OUR TRADING 

PARTNERS AROUND THE GLOBE. As THE MnITED STATES HAS INCREASINGLY 

BECOME A SERVICES-BASED ECONOMY, OUR ABILITY TO FREELY CONDUCT 

TRADE IN THE SERVICES SECTOR HAS ASSUMED A GREATER IMPORTANCE IN 

OUR TRADE POLICY. UNFORTUNATELY, WITH OUR TRADE AND CURRENT 

ACCOUNT DEFICITS OP THE I^O's, WE HAVE SFFN OUR ONCE SIGNIFICANT 

SURPLUS IN SERVICES TRADE REDUCED SUBSTANTIALLY. A FUTURE

REDUCTION OF OUR TRADE DEFICIT WILL MEED TO INCLUDE A BETTER



PERFORMANCE IN THE AREA OF SERVICES TRAPE,

That is one reason why t am so pleased to see this 

CONFERENCE TAKING PLACE IN HAWAII, T BELIEVE IT WILL ALLOW THE 

PARTICIPANTS, BOTH AMERICANS AND OUR FOREIGN GUESTS, THE CHANCE 

TO IDENTIFY NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES AND TO DEVELOP THE 

CONTACTS AND INFORMATION BASE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SUCH 

OPPORTUNITIES, THE EXPORT OF TRAINING SKILLS, EDUCATIONAL 

METHODS AND APPROPRIATE TECHNOLOGIES WILL PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE 

IN CONTINUING THE IMPRESSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE °ACIFIC 

Basin, As production processes and technologies becomf more 

COMPLEX, MORE KNOWLEDGE-INTENSIVE IF YOU WILL, THE ABILITY TO 

CREATE A WELL-TRAINED AND EDUCATED LABOR FORCF WILL BE A CRITICAL 

FACTOR IN PROMOTING CONTINUED ECONOMIC GROWTH, T AM HOPEFUL THE 

UNIQUE ADVANTAGES OF HAWAII, MOST NOTABLY ITS CULTURAL AFFINITY 

WITH MUCH OF ASIA, WILL ALLOW IT TO PLAY A CENTRAL ROLE IN THIS 

PROCESS AND TO CONTRIBUTE TO FUTURE ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE 

REGION,

Tn conclusion, I would like TO COMMEND the mNIVERSITY OF

Hawaii Chancellor for Community Colleges, nR, Joyce Tsunoda, and



HE> STAFF, FOR HOSTING THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENCE ON A VITAL TOPIC

for Hawaii and the dacific, t would also like to commend the 

Trade and Development drogram of aid fop targeting such an 

APPROPRIATE PROGRAM HERE IN UAWAII, HOPEFULLY ITS SUCCESS WILL 

LAY THE FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE SUCH CONFERENCES. LASTLY, t WISH 

ALSO TO BID A WARM ALOHA TO OUR FOREIGN VISITORS IN ATTENDANCE 

AND EXPRESS THE WISH THAT THEIR PARTICIPATION PROVES BENEFICIAL 

BOTH TO THEIR OWN ORGANIZATIONS AND TO EVERYONE REPRESENTED AT 

THE CONFERENCE. I THINK YOU WILL FIND THAT THE GREATEST RESOURCE 

WE HAVE TO OFFER IN HAWAII AND THE REST OF THE NATION IS THE 

SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE OF OUR PEOPLE. And, AS WITH ALL TEACHING, 

INTERCHANGE IS A MUTUAL FORM OF EDUCATION.

DEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE.
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of the United States in international trade, including that of 

THIS HEMISPHERE, WHILE OUR COUNTRY HAS BEEN A GREAT IMPORTER OF 

GOODS AND SERVICES DURING THE 1980's, WE WILL, OUT OF NECESSITY, 

BE INCREASINGLY AN EXPORTER IN THE COMING DECADE, rURRENCY 

REALIGNMENT HAS SET THE STAGE FOR THIS SHIFT, AND A RENEWED

ATTENTION TO QUALITY OF PRODUCTION AND SERVICES ON THE PART OF



7

American industry will re responsible for contributing to this 

effort, In my opinion, trade legislation pending before the 

Congress will make a contribution to this trend as well,

On this score, House-Senate conferees, myself among them, 

HAMMERED OUT A MUCH IMPROVED BILL LAST WEEK — ONE FROM WHICH THE 

MOST OBJECTIONABLE PROTECTIONIST PLOT LINES HAVE BEEN DROPPED 

FROM THE SCRIPT. I AM PLEASED TO HAVE HAD A HAND IN FASHIONING 

THIS LEGISLATION AND BELIEVE THAT IT CAN LAY THE FOUNDATION FOR A 

NEW ERA OF GROWTH IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE, 

^E NEED TO BE COGNIZANT, HOWEVER, THAT TRADE LEGISLATION 

(ALONE) CANNOT REPLACE THE DILIGENT EFFORTS OF OUR EXPORTERS IN 

CREATING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES THAT ARE IN DEMAND BY OUR TRADING 

PARTNERS AROUND THE GLOBE, As THE UNITED STATES HAS INCREASINGLY 

BECOME A SERVICES-BASED ECONOMY, OUR ABILITY TO FREELY CONDUCT 

TRADE IN THE SERVICES SECTOR HAS ASSUMED A GREATER IMPORTANCE IN 

OUR TRADE POLICY, UNFORTUNATELY, WITH OUR TRADE AND CURRENT 

ACCOUNT DEFICITS OF THE J^H's, WE HAVE SFFN OUR ONCE SIGNIFICANT 

SURPLUS IN SERVICES TRADE REDUCED SUBSTANTIALLY, A FUTURE

REDUCTION OF OUR TRADE DEFICIT WILL NEED TO INCLUDE A BETTER



b

PERFORMANCE IN THE AREA OF SERVICES TRADE, 

That is one reason why T am so pleased to see this 
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