
May 30, 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHIEF OF STAFF:

As you know, I have been thinking about this matter 

for some time and my views accord with those of McCloy. In 

place of the proposed statement of the overall objective, I am 

inclined to favor something as follows:  ’The complete defeat 

and permanent destruction of the war making power of Japan".

If it be thought that we are bound by previous deci-

sion of the Chiefs of State, I am inclined to think that the 

matter should be taken up with the President with a view to 

amendment at the coming meeting of the three Chiefs. As you 

know, the President is himself already thinking about this matter.

Secretary of War


