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Lt. Colonel Harrison A. Gerhardt
Pentagon Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

It is fortunate for both of us that this is one country 
where an unknown private citizen like myself may write 
to the military without fear of the concentration camp.

It now looks as if we would win the war and in doing 
so pave the way for a bigger and better one. Race 
hatred is a growing American evil that belies democracy.
It is everywhere from church to army and proves that we 
are not fit to get along with neighbors in other lands.
A segregated army fighting for equality and democracy 
is an unpardonable paradox.

We are missing a great chance by not breaking away now 
from the old pattern of Negro segregation in the army.
But we are doing worse than nothing for new policy of 
segregating those of Japanese parentage adds insult to 
injury. They don’t like it.

Yes, I’ve read your reasons but to the layman they just 
don’t add up - rationalizations I believe the learned 
would call them. Until it’s necessary to screen the 
German Americans on the European front, let’s not segregate 
the Japanese Americans. Word that these boys were to be 
treated as plain unhyphenated Americans would hearten them, 
encourage us and deprive the Jap enemy of propaganda fact.
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Yours for a lasting victory,
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27 October 1943

Dear Mr. Carr:

Thank you very much for sending me the 
leaflet entitled "United We Stand*, put out by 
the Pasadena Chapter, Pacific Coast Committee on 
American Principles and Fair Play.

It is most encouraging to learn how well 
these citizens of Japanese descent are doing.

Sincerely,

(SIGNED) JOHN J. McCLOY

John J. McCloy

Mr. William C. Carr 
1360 West Colorado Street 
Pasadena, California
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* SAYS President Roosevelt
Americanism is not and never was a matter of race or ancestry, • • • The proposal of the 
War Department to organize a combat team consisting of loyal Americans of Japanese descent 
has my full approval,

* SAYS our last Ambassador to Japan - Joseph C, Grew
These Americans of Japanese origin are to Japan what you and I are to England, Scotland, 
Ireland, Germany, France and other European countries. They are Americans. ... an 
invaluable element in our population • • • • I applaud the action of the army in setting 
up facilities whereby those Americans will be able to show the world  ... We show the 
rest of mankind what men of diverse races and cultures can accomplish with a common good will.

* SAYS Sgt. Wakayama at Ft. Leavenworth
Yes, It's a small world after all and when we all come to realize that "man is man, one 
to another" we shall all be free, forever.

* SAYS a California Born Navy Officer
The present hatred and misunderstanding against them in California is unfair, and the
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m^Kuroki received the air medal with oak leaf 
presented to the king and queen of England, 
o Koaoto received the Order of the Purple Heart 
r combat injuries received in the South Pacific,
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The National Executive Committee 
The American Legion 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Gentlemen:
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I am one of the fortunate marines who have recently returned to this 
country after serving in the offensive against the Japanese on 
Guadacanal. After being in the States a while we find ourselves 
bewildered by a condition behind our backs that stains us. We find 
that our American citizens, those of Japanese ancestry, are being 
persecuted, yes persecuted as though Adolph Hitler himself were in 
charge.

We find that the California American Legion is promoting a racial purge. 
I'm putting it mildly when I say it makes our blood boil. We are 
fighting for freedom for all Americans regardless of their ancestry.
Yes, we believe in those things for which we fight and we believe in 
fighting until we get those inalienable rights, liberty and justice 
for all, no matter how long it takes to secure them.

Does the National Amerloan Legion endorse the California Legion's policy 
of persecuting loyal American citizens? We have a right to know.

Our buddies who are still in the war zone write and ask, "How are things 
at home?" What can we tell them. They will return some day to form a 
new and greater legion, - an AMERICAN legion. We shall fight this 
injustice, intolerance and un-Americanism at home! We will not break 
faith with those who died.

It is our understanding that the real reasons behind this un-American 
abuse of American citizens of Japanese ancestry are not for military 
security, but just ugly hatred and lust for economic and political gain. 
What can be closer to fascism?

We have fought the Japanese and are recuperating to fight again. We can 
endure the hell of battle, but we are resolved not to be sold out at 
home.

Pfc R. E. Borchers, U.S.M.C.R. 
Field Signal Bn, T.C. 13-B-4 
Camp Pendleton
Oceanside, California

ARTICLE XIV ***** *

Section IAll persons born or naturalized in the United States, 
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of 
the United States and of the State wherein they reside. 
No State shall make or enforce any law which shall 
abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States. Nor shall any State deprive any person
of life, liberty or property without due process of law,
nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the 
equal protection of the laws.
The Constitution of the United States <

Copies of ibis leaflet fifteen cents per dozen, 
one dollar per hundred.

Like Bill Rogers, almost all we know is what 
we read in the papers. If you suspect yours of 
prejudice, write us for a free copy of JAPANESE 
IN OUR MIDST-1943.—Pasadena Chapter.
Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles 
and Fair Play.
/J& e?

■ — ★ * * i'Patriotism is the will to serve one’s country, to 
make one’s country better worth serving. It is a 
course of action rather than a sentiment.”

—David Stark Jordan
* ★ ★



Dear Mr. Carr:

Thank you very much

the 27th of June.
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for your note of

Sincerely,

John J. McCloy

Mr. William C. Carr
Committee on American Principles 

and Fair Play
1360 West Colorado Street 
Pasadena, Calif.
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