
University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Box SP01 Box SP1, Folder 05

Undated: General: Drugs

Senator Daniel K. Inouye Papers
Speeches, Undated, Box SP1, Folder 5
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/71438

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/


Speech by SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE 

DRUGS

"OUR EARTH IS DEGENERATE. . . CHILDREN NO

LONGER OBEY THEIR PARENTS. " THIS LAMENT WAS INSCRIBED 

BY AN EGYPTIAN PRIEST 6, 000 YEARS AGO.

BUT DESPITE ITS LENGTHY HISTORY, CONCERN FOR 

THE FUTURE OF SOCIETY, THOUGH EVER~CUR-R£NT, HAS 

PARTICULAR FACETS WHICH DISTINGUISH ONE PERIOD FROM 

ANOTHER. WAR, HUNGER, PESTILENCE, AND REVOLT ARE 

COMMON TO ALMOST ALL PERIODS. TODAY, WE ADD, EVEN 

IF NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME, A DEEP CONCERN OVER THE 

INCREASED USE---AND ABUSE---OF DRUGS.

WE DON'T KNOW HOW MANY DRUG ABUSERS THERE 

ARE.. WE DO KNOW THE PROBLEM IS HERE. IT IS NOW. IT 

IS BIG. SOME ESTIMATES PUT IT AS HIGH AS 10 PER CENT OF

OUR HIGH SCHOOL



OUR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENT POPULATION.

IN SOME COMMUNITIES IT HAS EXCEEDED 50 PER CENT.

THE MOST RECENT GALLUP POLL SHOWS US 22 PER CENT OF 

OUR COLLEGE YOUTH HAVE TAKEN DRUGS.

THE TREND WE OBSERVE ALARMS US, AS PARENTS, 

AS LAW MAKERS, AND AS TEACHERS. I AM QUITE CERTAIN 

IT ALSO ALARMS MANY OF YOU YOUNG PEOPLE AS YOU HEAR 

CONFLICTING STORIES; PARTICIPATE IN AND OBSERVE THE 

DEBATE WHICH RAGES OVER THE LEGALIZATION OF POTIOR 

THE RELAXATION OF THE LAWS WHICH REGULATE ITS USE.

FEW OF OUR PROBLEMS ARE REALLY NEW DESPITE 

THE COMMON RETORT OF THE YOUNG TO THE CONCERNED 

PARENT THAT "TIMES HAVE CHANGED. " AND INDEED WE

MAY BE CORRECTLY



MAY BE CORRECTLY REMINDED WE HAD A FAR GREATER

PERCENTAGE OF OUR POPULATION HOOKED ON HEROIN AND

OPIUM 30 OR 40 YEARS AGO.

BUT TODAY WE DO HAVE A MUCH LARGER NUMBER 

OF DRUGS, IN FAR MORE COMMON USE, BY FAR TOO MANY 

OF OUR PEOPLE--PARTICULARLY THE YOUNG. MARIJUANA, 

LSD, MESCALINE, DMT, STP, BARBITURATES, COCAINE, 

HEROIN, AND MORE ABOUND. THESE HAVE FANCY NICK­

NAMES OF THIS GENERATION: SPEED, CO-PILOTS, GOOF- 
9

BALLS, YELLOW JACKETS, RAINBOWS, BLUE DEVILS, HORSE, 

MARY JANE, AND OTHERS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION.

• FURTHER COMPOUNDING OUR PROBLEM IS THE FACT 

OUR CHILDREN, YOU STUDENTS OF TODAY, GENERALLY KNOW

MORE ABOUT
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MORE ABOUT MIND-INFLUENCING DRUGS THAN YOUR PARENTS.

BUT WHAT WE KNOW IS SOMETIMES WHAT WE WANT TO 

BELIEVE, THE INFORMATION RECEIVED IS TOO FREQUENTLY 

PEDDLED BY COMPANIONS WITH FACT AND FICTION GIVEN 

EQUAL CREDENCE.

A FEW YEARS AGO, LSD WAS THE GREAT MIND- 

EXPANDER BEING PROMOTED BY PROFESSOR TIMOTHY LEARY 

OF HARVARD. IT WAS ESTIMATED THAT ONE IN TWENTY OF 

OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS HAD TRIED THIS DRUG IN SOME 
* 

INSTITUTIONS. TODAY IT IS IN DISREPUTE IN THESE SAME 

CIRCLES--A DISREPUTE WELL DESERVED ON THE BASIS OF 

ADDED KNOWLEDGE AND ADDED EXPERIENCE.

DESPITE THE LENGTHY HISTORY OF MAN'S USE OF 

HALLUCINATORY DRUGS, LITTLE IS KNOWN ABOUT THE

ULTIMATE EFFECT



ULTIMATE EFFECT OF MOST. OTHERS ARE VERY NEW

WITH NO INFORMATION AS TO THE DANGERS THEY HOLD

FOR THE USER.

• WE DO KNOW THAT SOME ARE MUCH MORE DANGER­

OUS THAN OTHERS. THE HIPPIE SLOGAN "SPEED KILLS" IS

NOT WITHOUT EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE, AND IT IS A FACT

THAT SMOKING ONE MARIJUANA CIGARETTE LEAVES YOU 

WITHOUT LONG TERM PHYSICAL AFTER-EFFECTS ALBEIT 

INSUFFICIENT GROUNDS FOR REMOVING IT FROM THE LIST 
«

OF ILLEGAL DRUGS.

I DON'T THINK WE SHOULD TRY TO FRIGHTEN THE

YOUNG INTO STAYING AWAY FROM DRUGS WITH HORROR

STORIES. WE SHOULD RATHER SEEK TO EDUCATE--TO SUPPLY

ACCURATE INFORMATION--OR WE LOSE OUR CREDIBILITY

AND WE LOSE
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AND WE LOSE OUR INFLUENCE. BUT NEITHER SHOULD WE

SHELTER OUR YOUNG FROM THE STORIES OF WHAT HAS 

HAPPENED AND WHAT DOES HAPPEN TO SOME WHO EXPERI­

MENT INTO THE LITTLE KNOWN WORLD OF DRUGS.

I AM REMINDED OF A 15 YEAR OLD BOY IN SUBURBAN

WASHINGTON, D. C. , WHO WAS FOUND IN A STORM SEWER A 

FEW WEEKS AGO, DEAD OF AN OVERDOSE OF BARBITUATES. 

INVESTIGATION SHOWED HE WAS THE CLASS EXPERIMENTER 

OR "TASTER" OF THEIR UNTRIED DRUGS. 
«

AND I AM REMINDED OF FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON III.

HIS GRANDFATHER FOUNDED A GREAT UNIVERSITY. THE

GRANDSON AT 19 DIED A MEANINGLESS DEATH WHILE

EXPERIMENTING WITH DRUGS IN HIS COLLEGE DORM LAST

WINTER.

I CANNOT BUT WONDER
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I CANNOT BUT WONDER IF A SOCIETY ON DRUGS IS 

LIKELY TO EVOLVE ANY DIFFERENTLY THAN THE HAIGHT- 

ASHBURY DISTRICT OF SAN FRANCISCO. TWO SHORT YEARS 

AGO, THIS WAS THE MECCA OF THE FLOWER CHILDREN, THE 

TURNED ON, THE HOOKED, GENERATION. NOW IT IS A PLACE 

WHERE THEY HAVE COUNTED 20 MURDERS SINCE THE FIRST 

OF THE YEAR--MOST RECENTLY THE MASS EXECUTION OF 

THREE; BEFORE THAT A 19-YEAR OLD GIRL WHOSE BODY WAS 

SHAVED AND THEN TORTURED ALL NIGHT UNTIL DEATH BY 

A GROUP OF BOYS AND GIRLS.

THE WORLD OF DRUGS IS ALWAYS DEPRESSING, EXPLOIT­

ATIVE, AND TOO FREQUENTLY VIOLENT.

AND THE INDIVIDUAL WORLD OF THE DRUG ADDICT IS 

NOT ONLY UNREAL AND UNCOMFORTABLE FOR THE REST

OF US; IT IS
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OF US< IT IS A NIGHTMARE WORLD FOR THE VICTIM.

I HAVE SERVED AS A PUBLIC PROSECUTOR LONG 

ENOUGH TO HAVE WITNESSED FAR TOO FREQUENTLY THE 

FRIGHTENING TORMENT OF THE ADDICT IN WITHDRAWAL. 

TO SEE A ONCE HEALTHY AND LOVED PERSON WRITHING, 

TEARING, TREMBLING, SCREAMING IN THE SEARCH FOR THAT 

WHICH HAS BECOME THE MASTER OF HIS MIND AND BODY, 

IS TO BE FOREVER CONCERNED THAT THIS MAY HAPPEN TO 

ONE YOU HOLD DEAR, 
o

AND THE ADDICT IS NOT THE ONLY VICTIM IN THE 

WORLD OF DRUGS. FOR IT IS AN ILLEGAL WORLD--AN UNDER­

WORLD--AND ALL WHO COME IN CONTACT WITH IT, WHETHER 

CASUAL EXPERIMENTER OR CONFIRMED ADDICT, ALSO

COMES IN CONTACT
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COMES IN CONTACT WITH THE WORLD OF THE PUSHER, THE 

PEDDLER, THE PROSTITUTE, AND THE OTHER ASSORTED 

DREGS OF OUR SOCIETY. THOSE WHO INHABIT THAT WORLD, 

EXPLOIT THE INNOCENT AND THE UNINFORMED FOR THEIR 

ILL GOTTEN GAINS.

DRUG ABUSE IS A MOST SERIOUS CAUSE OF CRIME 

AND IT MUST, THEREFORE, ALSO BE TO OUR DEEP CONCERN 

THAT SO MANY BECOME THE WHOLLY INNOCENT VICTIMS 

OF THE BURGLARIES, MUGGINGS, ROBBERIES, AND MURDERS 

WHICH RESULT FROM THE NEED TO FEED A $100 A DAY HABIT. 

. SENATE DRUG HEARINGS THIS PAST WINTER ESTAB­

LISHED THAT DRUGS AND CRIME DO GO HAND-IN-HAND. 

THERE IS NO LEGAL WAY TO OBTAIN THE DRUGS AND THERE

IS NO LEGAL SOURCE
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IS NO LEGAL SOURCE OF THE FUNDS REQUIRED TO SUPPORT 

THE HABIT. THE ADDICT TOO FREQUENTLY BECOMES A 

PUSHER IN AN ATTEMPT TO FEED HIS HABIT AND SO THE 

SICKNESS SPREADS. BUT FOR MOST OF THE USERS THE 

MONEY MUST COME FROM OUTSIDE--FROM OTHER CRIMINAL 

ACTIVITY.

THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED DEMONSTRATED THAT 

BETWEEN ONE-HALF AND TWO-THIRDS OF ALL THE CRIME 

IN OUR NATIONAL CAPITOL AREA IS DRUG RELATED. THE 

MOST CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATES PLACE THE ANNUAL COST 

OF THIS CRIME TO THE LAW ABIDING CITIZENS OF THAT 

METROPOLITAN AREA AT OVER $30 MILLION DOLLARS. IT 

IS CLEAR THAT IF WE ARE GOING TO CONTROL CRIME, WE 

MUST FIRST BRING THE DRUG PROBLEM UNDER CONTROL.

THE DRUG PROBLEM
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THE DRUG PROBLEM NOT ONLY WARRANTS OUR 

CONCERN--IT DEMANDS OUR ATTENTION. IT IS NOT 

ENOUGH TO LAMENT ITS INCREASE AND TO WARN OUR 

CHILDREN AGAINST BECOMING INVOLVED. WE MUST FIRST 

TRY TO STOP ITS SPREAD, BUT WE MUST ALSO BE CONCERNED 

ABOUT IMPROVED TREATMENT OF THE ADDICTED AND THEIR 

RETURN TO SOCIETY.

THIS IS A MOST DIFFICULT PROBLEM TO TREAT. 

WHILE WE SEE SOME HOPEFUL DEVELOPMENTS, WE ALSO 

ENCOUNTER CONTINUING PROBLEMS.

. THE BRITISH, IN AN EFFORT TO SEPARATE THE 

DRUG PROBLEM FROM THE CRIME PROBLEM HAVE EXPERI­

MENTED WITH PROVIDING DRUGS FOR THE ADDICT AT 

GOVERNMENT EXPENSE UNDER A CONTROLLED PROGRAM.

UNFORTUNATELY THEY
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UNFORTUANTELY THEY HAVE HAD A RAPID INCREASE IN 

THE NUMBER OF ADDICTS WITH THIS PROGRAM.

IN OUR COUNTRY WE HAVE EXPERIMENTS SUCH AS 

THE ONE AT BETH ISRAEL MEDICAL CENTER IN NEW YORK 

WHERE ADDICTS ARE BEING RETURNED TO PRODUCTIVE, 

USEFUL LIVES THROUGH THE SUBSTITUTION OF METHADONE 

FOR THEIR PREVIOUS RELIANCE ON HEROIN. AMONG THOSE 

TREATED, THE NUMBER EMPLOYED IN USEFUL JOBS HAS 

BEEN INCREASED ALMOST FOUR-FOLD AND CRIMINAL 

CONVICTIONS HAVE BEEN CUT BY SOME 90 PER CENT.

METHADONE SUBSTITUTION MAY BE PREFERABLE TO 

EFFORTS TO GET THE CONFIRMED ADDICT TO KICK THE 

HABIT THROUGH LONG CONFINEMENT IN AN INSTITUTION

WHEN WE FIND



WHEN WE FIND THESE HAVE A RELAPSE RATE AS HIGH AS

80 TO 90 PERCENT. SOME ADDICTIVE DRUGS ARE LESS 

HARMFUL THAN OTHERS AND THIS MAY BE THE BEST THAT 

WE CAN DO FOR THE CONFIRMED ADDICT.

THE USE OF GROUP THERAPY IN HALF-WAY HOUSES 

AND THROUGH GUIDED INTERACTION GROUPS ALSO HOPEFULLY 

PROVIDES A MEANS FOR THE EDUCATION, MOTIVATION AND 

POSSIBLE REHABILITATION OF THE DRUG ABUSERS.

I ALSO WISH TO COMMEND THE HAWAII COUNCIL OF 

CHURCHES FOR SPONSORING THE NEWLY OPENED YOUTH 

DRUG CLINIC TO COMBAT DRUG ABUSE, AND PREVENT OUR 

WAIKIKI JUNGLE FROM BECOMING A SECOND HAIGHT-ASHBURY.

WHILE THIS CENTER PROVIDES EMERGENCY CRISIS 

TREATMENT, AND ACTS AS A REFERRAL SOURCE FOR OTHER

TREATMENT CENTERS,



TREATMENT CENTERS, AN EVEN MORE IMPORTANT

ASPECT FOR MOST WILL BE ITS SERVICE AS AN INFORMATION 

AND COUNSELING CENTER. FOR IT IS THE PREVENTION OF 

DRUG ABUSE AND THE DISCOURAGEMENT OF DRUG EXPERI­

MENTATION WHICH MUST RECEIVE OUR PRIMARY ATTENTION. 

AND IT IS HERE THAT WE AS PARENTS, AS TEACHERS, AS 

STUDENTS, AND AS YOUNG PEOPLE, CAN BE OF MOST HELP.

HOW DO WE DISCOURAGE AND PREVENT OUR CHILDREN, 

YOU STUDENTS, AND YOUR FRIENDS FROM STARTING DOWN THE 
■ 4

OFTEN VICIOUS PATH THAT LEADS TO TROUBLE WITH DRUGS? 

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP?

T THINK FIRST WE CAN ARM OURSELVES WITH 

KNOWLEDGE, WITH THE FACTS. FACTS PROVIDE THE MAIN

KEY TO PREVENTING
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KEY TO PREVENTING ABUSE OF DANGEROUS DRUGS. WE 

SHOULD TEACH RESPECT FOR DRUGS AND FOR THE DANGERS 

THEY POSE. WE CANNOT PERMIT THIS KNOWLEDGE TO BE 

SOMETHING ACQUIRED BY EACH THROUGH INDEPENDENT 

EXPERIMENTATION.

WE CAN ONLY TELL YOU THAT IF YOU TAKE MARI­

JUANA YOU MAY GET INTO TROUBLE.

WE CAN ONLY TELL YOU THAT LSD CAN PUT YOU

IN THE HOSPITAL.

WE CAN ONLY TELL YOU THAT BARBITURATES-- 

PARTICULARLY IN CONJUNCTION WITH ALCOHOL CAN PUT 

YOU IN THE MORGUE.

WE CAN ONLY WARN YOU--BUT WE HOPE YOU WILL 

NEVER FIND OUT THROUGH PERSONAL EXPERIENCE--THAT

YOUR "TRIP"
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YOUR "TRIP" CAN BE THE REASON FOR A LATER LIMBLESS 

OR OTHERWISE DEFORMED CHILD.

WE CAN ONLY REMIND YOU OF PENALTIES OF THE 

LAW--AND OF THE LIFETIME HANDICAPS OF A CRIMINAL 

RECORD.

BUT WE CAN ALSO STRESS THAT ANYTHING DRUGS 

CAN DO FOR YOU CAN ALSO BE ACHIEVED IN OTHER WAYS. 

YOU CAN FEEL GOOD, YOU CAN FEEL SECURE, YOU CAN 

FEEL SOCIABLE, AND RELAXED, AND LOVED, WITHOUT 

RELIANCE ON DRUGS.

. WE MUST LEAD YOU YOUNG PEOPLE TO A SENSE OF 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR YOUR OWN FUTURE AND TO A RECOGNI­

TION OF THE PRICE YOU MAY PAY FOR THAT FUTURE. ONE

VERY HEAVY
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VERY HEAVY PRICE IS SELLING OUT THAT FUTURE FOR THE 

PLEASURE-SEEKING USE OF DRUGS. THE DECISION WILL BE 

YOURS.

AS PARENTS, WE CAN REAR CHILDREN IN AN

ATMOSPHERE OF LOVE AND UNDERSTANDING. WE MUST

TALK WITH YOU--NOT AT YOU. ’WE.MUST LEARN TO COM­

MUNICATE, TO LISTEN AND TO ENCOURAGE. DRUG ABUSE

IS PART OF A BIGGER PROBLEM. IT IS PART OF THE BREAK­

DOWN OF COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN GENERATIONS. MOST 
G

OF THE CHILDREN WHO END UP IN THE NARCOTIC FILLED

URBAN JUNGLES ARE NOT FIRST RUNAWAY CHILDREN; THEY

ARE PUSHOUTS FROM FAMILY LIFE.

THE ROLE OF THE PARENT IS NOT THAT OF CHIEF 

INTERROGATOR, INVESTIGATOR OR POLICE SURROGATE. THE

PARENT MUST
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PARENT MUST INSTEAD BE THE COUNSELOR, THE SOURCE 

OF INFORMATION, THE HELPING--AND SOMETIMES RESTRAIN­

ING--HAND. SO TOO MUST BE THE TEACHER.

' THE LARGEST NUMBER OF CASES BROUGHT BEFORE 

THE COURTS INVOLVE THE SALE OR POSSESSION OF MARIJUANA, 

MOSTLY BY YOUNG PEOPLE WITH NO PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD. 

FEDERAL LAW CARRIES A PENALTY OF 2 TO 10 YEARS IN 

PRISON AND A FINE OF UP TO $20, 000.

SUCH PENALTY MAY BE OUT OF PROPORTION TO THE 
ft

SERIOUSNESS OF THE CRIME COMMITTED. WE SHOULD BE 

WELL AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT THE APPARENTLY INNOCENT 

EXPERIMENTATION WITH THIS DRUG IS A MOST SERIOUS 

MATTER AND NOT TRULY INDEPENDENT OF THE LARGER

DRUG PROBLEM
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DRUG PROBLEM AND CRIME PROBLEM PREVIOUSLY OUTLINED.

THE CURRENT ARGUMENT SWIRLS MOST INTENSELY 

OVER THE LEGALIZATION OF POT. I DO NOT BUY THE THESIS 

THAT IT IS NO MORE HARMFUL THAN ALCOHOL AND THERE­

FORE IT TOO SHOULD BE LEGAL. SIX MILLION ALCOHOLICS 

IS HARDLY A JUSTIFICATION FOR ENCOURAGING SIX MILLION 

DOPE ADDICTS. BECAUSE WE HAVE TOO MANY RUM-HEADS 

IS NO REASON TO ENCOURAGE POT-HEADS.

BUT IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS, THIS ARGUMENT IS

NOT REALLY CENTRAL TO OUR CONCERN. LAWS MAY

HELP, BUT THE DRUG PROBLEM WILL BE SOLVED BY EACH 

PERSON--BY EACH OF YOU--THROUGH YOUR OWN PERSONAL 

DECISIONS. IF YOU SEEK TO EXPERIMENT WITH IT--TO USE 

IT--YOU WILL FIND IT REGARDLESS OF THE LAW. IF YOU

MAKE UP YOUR
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MAKE UP YOUR MIND THAT THIS IS NOT YOUR KICK--THAT

YOUR LIFE HAS A HIGHER GOAL--YOU CAN AVOID ITS

CONTAMINATING INFLUENCE.

AS A MEMBER OF THE OLDER GENERATION, I

REMIND YOU THAT OUR PRESENCE HERE TODAY IS A TESTA­

MENT TO OUR INTEREST IN YOUR EDUCATION. WE ALSO

HAVE AN INTEREST IN YOUR SELF-PRESERVATION IN A DRUG

FILLED WORLD.


