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I bring to you and all other members of this august body sreetings fro 

my colleazues in the House of Representatives and the Senate of 

the Congress of Micronesia and the people of the Trust Tezrxitoxy. 

It is a creat privileze and honor for me to be accozded the oppor- 

tunity to appear before you today. I will always cherish the 

honor and the experience, 

Our Hich Commissioner, the Honorable William R. Noxwood, has 
amply presented to this Council the past accomplishments, current 

proszrams and future plannins for the Trust Territozy Government, and 

there is no need for me to impose on the time and indul<ence of this 

Council in repeatins these mattes, 

There are three ways to view and evaluate problems and con- 

ditions in the Trust Territory - throuzh the eyes of the U, N, 
Visiting Missions to the Trust Territory, the most recent such 
mission having visited the area earlier this year; throuzh the eyes 

Marshalls of the Administering Authority; or throuzsh the eyes of the Micro- 

nesian pééple themselves, 

I would like to address myself to the task of presenting to 

this Council a brief review of some of the major problems we have 

and areas of vrotress which have been made, as I think the Micro~ 

nesians in seneral see them and specifically as I think the Con- 

sress of Micronesia sees these problems and progress, 

It should be pointed out at the outset that the challenses in 

Micronesia are enormous in their complexity and maznitude and nearly 

overwhelmins in their profusion and seeming ability to multiply, 

while the tools, the equimment and the resources necessary to com- 

bat these challenves are not always available either ia the quality 

or quantity required, 

The mission of developinz a viable economy - a primary conusid- 

eration in the total advancement of the Territory ~ has been dif- 

ficult, althouch much has beea accomplished and more continues to 

be accomplished, While recocvaizins that many of the difficulties  
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in developing a viable economy in Micronesia are due to physical 

factors waich have built-in limitations on what ¢an be done, such 

as the islands’ scattered location, small size and insularity as ° 

well as their deficiency in most of the natural resources vyanerally 

considered esseitial for the development of industry, we feel that 

there are existiiz problems and conditions which can and should be 

eliminated in order to accelerate further economic development and 

crowth, 

Several of these are easily identifiable: 

The existing tariff on Micronesian goods entering the United 

States, the restrictions on trade between Micronesia and foreign 

countries, the restrictive policies on'immizration and admission 

of non-U.S, citizens into the Trust Territory, and the infusioa of 

more U, S, and foreizn capital and skilled manpower should at this 

time be examined and evaluated in the light of present demands aad 

future economic needs of the Territory. 

The role of the Governmeat in the total ecoiomy of Micronesia 

must be tempered by the increasinz capacity of Micronesian entre- 

prencurs to assume a more active role and participation in the 

economic development of the islands, Personally, I do not want to 

see the sovernment dominatins the whole field of economic develop-~- 

ment procrams merely because it has financial credit, monopoly of 

skilled manpower, size and organization, f prefer seeing the zovern- 

ment steerin= away from economic development prosrams and providing 

jacentives to the private sector to wax and grow in a laissez faire 

atmosphere, If this means brinzving ia foreign capital and labor, 

we would like to see a movement in that direction by abandoning 

certain restrictions with the approval of the Congress of Micronesia; 

maintaining or creating, however, whatever safevuards will be nec- 

essary to insure that the Micronesians will share in the resulting 

prosperity, 

We would like to see in the Trust Territory greater progress in 

the modernization and rationalization of land development, agriculture, 

forestry and fishery programs, Many Micronesians feel that the Trust 

Territory can benefit from technical assistance and expertise avail- 

able from other U. S$, Government Azencies, such as the Department of 

Agriculture, Bureau of Land Manacement, Public Health Service, the 

Department of Labor and so forth, he Peace Corps has beea a bless~- 

ing to Micronesia and the programs under the Office of Economic Oppor- 

tunity which are just besinning to get off the sround look very 

promising, 
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