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THE OLD COURT HOUSE ON Q m N  STREET 

Richard A. Greer 
Drawings by Christopher Sh ina l l  

Queen S t r e e t ,  between Fort  and Bishop, i s  a busy auto lane by day, 
a s t re tch  of road t o  hurry through on the  way t o  o r  from somewhere 
else. It a t t r a c t s  r e l a t i v e l y  few pedestr ians at any hour. But a 
century ago and more it was a nerve center  of government and the  scene 
of b r i l l i a n t  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The magnet t h a t  drew the  crowds was Honolulurs court house, b u i l t  
near the end of Kamehameha 111's reign, and i n  those days a c i t y  land- 
mark. It s t i l l  stands, unmarked, l i t t l e  noticed, but s turdy and clean 
of l ine ,  

The f i r s t  courts  i n  t he  i s lands  were held nearQy at  Governor Kekua- 
naoals stone house within the  old f o r t  of Honolulu. 11 Here," wrote a 
journalist i n  1857, "criminals and offenders of a l l  s o r t s  were sum- 
marily dispos d of i n  the  rgood old days' when we had l i t t l e  law and 
less equity."s By the  l a t e  1840's, however, t he  j ud i c i a l  arena found 
quarters i n  other  people's houses. A t  the  end of 1846 the  king's  
Privy council resolved "To advance t o  C, H. Nicholson $1,000 and t o  
take a mortgage on h is  house. It i s  t o  be turned i n t o  a court house 
for the foreign judges and Hopkinst house f o r  a d s t r i c t  court house, 
said houses however t o  be put i n  good condition. 11 3 

An ac t  t o  organize the  judic iary  department of the  Hawaiian Is- 
lands was passed i n  September, 1847. It s e t  up a s per io r  court and 
Otherwise assembled the  machinery of law and orclereU The question 
then arose: Where t o  quar ter  the  new superior  court? Money t o  bu i ld  
a court house was appropriated, but  i n  3847 the kingdomls finance 
board shi f ted  the  t o  a p r in t ing  o f f i ce  project ;  meanwhile, a 
government building was f i t t e d  up t o  serve the  superior  court.5 This 
building stood between Fort  S t r e e t  and Garden Lane, adjoining the  pre- 
mises of the  Catholic church, on what was formerly m.6Patyts  l o t ;  it 
was l a t e r  occupied by the  S i s t e r s  of the  Sacred Heart. 

But the court house question was not  s o  e a s i l y  s e t t l e d ,  Early i n  
I848 the privy council was at it again. This time it authorized the  
Premier t o  put up a s t ruc tu re  su i t ab l e  f o r  a l l  the  judges of Honolulu, 
and also f o r  the  l e g i s l a t i v e  chambers, on a l o t  near M r .  Marshallss 
place. The premier was t o  work up f o r  the  purpose t he  mater ia ls  use 
in and collected fo r  the  completion of the  la te  M r .  Richardsr house. 3 

Thi s  looked promising. More than two years passed, though, with- 
Out action. I n  the  spring of 1850 the  Polynesian c l l e d  a t t en t ion  t o  
the Urgent need fop a court  house and penitentiary.s  The court  room 
then i n  use was in to le rab ly  s tuffy;  t o  serve on a superior  court  j w y  
Was a t ry ing experience which only the  "...usual high respect  f o r  the  
authorities.  . . persuaded some t o  undertake. Records and documents de- 
manded b e t t e r  protect ion than a f r a i l  wooden building gave. he news- 
paper Proposed a new court  house on the  same convenient s i t e .  8 

But the  matter proved t o  be a stubborn problem. On ~ a y  2, 1850, 



I .  
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the privy council appointed a committee to "...take into consideration 
the propriet of immediately constructing a substantial court house in 
Honolulu... On May PO its reqqrt was referred to Chief Justice 
William L. Lee for his comments. The report favored building a 
court house and jail combined; if this was not practical, the jail 
should come first.12 A set of plans was attached. 

Lee approved the idea of a court house with a jail beneath, and 
Lee, A. B. Bates, Young (~eoni ha, premier and minister of the in- 
terior), and Governor Kekuanaoa were instructed to draft revised plans 
and get cost estimates.13 

Four months later, on September 25, this second committee submit- 
ted plans of Messrs. Brandon and Wood of Honolulu; these plans stip- 
ulated a two-story building, 85 by 65 feet, with a jail in the base- 
ment. The estimated cost of a co a1 building "...in the most sub- 
stantial manner.. . ' was $26,000.1 5 

On October 2 the minister of the interior was instructed to go 
ahead with these p~ans.15 The site chosen was mauka of Mauna ~ilika)~ 
a government bui ding situated as shown in the following sketch (not 
drawn to scale): $7 

QUEEN STREET - 

Mauna 
Kililca f;ST .f-.--r* 
R F R 

. But three weeks later Bates objected to this location, arguing 
.at it would be impossible to get a good foundation there, since solid 

lay more than eight feet below the surface in some places. So 
the Privy council appointed Bates, G. P. Judd, and John 11 to select 
mother site and report it and its cost to the next council meeting. 18 

I I The Polynesian opposed this move, pointing to the ... extensive facil- 
ities, now entirely useless, occupied by the dilapidated fort and all 

the water front on both sides to eastward and westward. 11 19 
Nevertheless, judd reported that the committee had found a good 

held by a private owner, south of Mr. Shillaberls lot 
(this would be just m&ai of the present Honolulu Post office). The 
P M v ~  council approved buying a site running southerly of Shillaber s 
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house from King t o  Fort  S t r ee t ,  provided it could be bought f o r  a pr ice  
not above the  estimated value of t he  Mauna Ki l ika  l o t  .20 

This was on November 11, 1850. On March 8, 1851, the  Polynesian 
complained of delay, noting t h a t  some months s ince  the  locat ion had 
been fixed and the  ground staked out. But a f t e r  a few days1 work the  
s i t e  had been abandoned because of t h e  depth of water discovered on 
the foundation rock. The newspaper urged act ion,  a t  a new place i f  
necessary, on the  grounds of comfort and the need f o r  safekeeping of 
records. Its question--a fami l ia r  one--was, "Who Is i n  charge of t h i s  
matter ? 'I 

Affairs dragged on. Early i n  April t he  cabinet council  agreed t o  
t ry&o get  the  property of a M r .  St .  John f o r  a court  house and p r i s -  
on. In  the  middle of the  month J u s t i c e  Lee ca l l ed  f o r  immediate 
progress. By t h i s  time he had changed h i s  mind, and proposed t h a t  the  
court house and the  prison be b u i l t  separa te ly  but  simultaneously.22 
He suggested the  old s i t e  ( ~ a t y t s  l o t  adjoining the Catholic church) 
for a court house. The cabinet council  decided t h a t  a committee shoulc 
bring forward a repor t  on t h i s ,  and t h a t  the  same committee should try 
t o  find a place f o r  a jai1.23 

On the  same da te  Judd, Lee, and Ii reported t o  t he  privy council  
that they were unable t o  s e l e c t  and purchase a s i te  f o r  a combined ja i l  
and court house. They therefore  recommended that the two pro jec t s  be 
erected on separate l o t s ,  and t h a t  t he  minis ter  of the  i n t e r i o r  go 
ahead with t he  court house on the  l o t  then occupied f o r  the purpose, 
mmely, the  Paty l o t .  They fu r the r  recommended t h a t  a su i t ab l e  person 
be employed as  a superintendent of public works t o  oversee construc- 
tion. This  superintendent should have power, i n  conjunction wi th  t he  
ministe of the  i n t e r i o r ,  t o  a l t e r  the  accepted plan a s  might seem 
proper. 54 

The p r i v y  council adopted t h i s  repor t ,  i n s t ruc t ing  the minister  
of the i n t e r i o r  t o  proceed with the  court  house forthwith and t o  em- 
ploy a competent c l e rk  f o r  the  superintendence of public  works, t o  
supervise building.% I n  t he  middle of Nay the  minis ter  of the  in -  
t e r io r  to ld  the  l eg i s l a tu re  that he had appointed a s k i l l e d  foreign 
suPWintendent, a i ng  that the o f f i c i a l r  s pay would have t o  be pro- 
vided f o r  by l a w .  9t 

The Polynesian made an eleventh-hour attempt t o  push a pr ison pro- 
ject ahead of t he  court  house. On June 7, 1851, it urged t h a t  the  
former take precedence, although a court  house seemed t o  be first on 
the list of public buildings about t o  be erected by the  government. 
The same newspaper a r t i c l e  made oblique, but approving, reference t o  
the f ac t  t h a t  plans had been drawn w i t h  t he  object  of providing a 
meeting place fop the  l eg i s l a tu re  a s  well  as f o r  t he  superior  court.  

When i n  April the  pr ivy council  had approved separate j a i l  f a c i l -  
i t i e s ,  it thereby scrapped the  o r ig ina l  plans of Brandon and Wood. The 

subsequent1 agreed t o  other  plans; however, it paid Brandon 
$362 fo r  h i s  pains. 37 accident of h i s to ry  has preserved the  Bran- 
d O n - ~ ~ o d  plans, while those ac tua l ly  used seem t o  have disappeared. 

The exact date  when construct ion began the  wr i te r  cannot te l l .  
June, 1851, seems the  most l i k e l y  month. I n  October s i x t y  prisoners 

employed on the  reef ,  cu t t i ng  co ra l  blocks. On t he  night  of the 
twenty-seoond, they were occupying some nat ive  houses near t h e i r  work 



place, i n  order t o  take advantage of a low t i d e  very ea r ly  i n  the  morn- 
ing. Forty men overpowered the  guards and seized gun b a t t e r i e s  over- 
looking Honolulu. Loaded cannon were t ra ined on prominent buildings. 
But the prisoners lacked f i r e  t o  s e t  off  the  pieces. Police scaled 
the heights commanded by the  rebels  and subdued t em, and the  morning 
of the twenty-third saw law and order  ascendant. 2B This  incident  l ed  
to  renewed demands f o r  a prison, and the  Polynesian declared that t he  
superintendent of public works would be j u s t i f i e d  f n  suspending work 
on the court house u n t i l  a j a i l  could be bui l t .29  

By the  first of February, 1852, stone work had been completed, 
and carpenters were laboring on the  roof.  There was some prospect t h a t  
the court house would e ready f o r  the  meeting of the  l eg i s l a tu re  i n  
Apri l ,  but i t  was not.  90 

The "...large and elegant structure.. ." had been sadly delayed i n  
building. I n  h i s  repor t  t o  the  l eg i s l a tu re  f o r  the  year ending March 
31, 1852, the  minis ter  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  l a i d  the  blame on the  "miserable 
quality" of labor employed, Most of the  workers were prisoners.  They 
toiled without pay, but t he  cos t  of t h e i r  food and their "extreme in- 
dolence" had caused grea t  l o s s  of time and money. The minister  said:  
"Each stone i n  the  Court House according t o  accounts accurately kept 
has cost $1.58 3/4, whereas the  same stone could have been procured by 
contract, f o r  l e s s  than one d o l l a r  each...A f u r  er appropriation w i l l  
be needed f o r  the  completion of t h i s  building. lf &. 

Original est imates f o r  the  new court  house as  drawn up by the  f i -  
nance department i n  ~ u l y ,  1850, ca l led  f o r  an expenditure of $20,000.32 
The sum of '17,500 was appropriated f o r  t he  f i s c a l  year April 1, 1850- 
March 1, 1 k 51; of t h i s ,  $171.13 had been expended b the l a t t e r  B d a t e d  The appropriation f o r  the  period April 1, 1 52-March 31, 185 
was $12,200, with $4,647.23 unexpended a t  the  end of the  f i s c a l  year. 34 
Following fur ther  appropriat ions, the bureau of public improvements re-  
Ported as of December 31, 1852 a t o t a l  appropriation of $16,847.23, 
with an unexpended balance of $117.75.35 From a l l  t h i s  i t  would ap- 
Pear tha t  t he  court house cos t  $34,229.50, a very considerable sum f o r  
that time, and one which apparently j u s t i f i e d  t he  minis ter  of the  in-  
t e r io r ' s  s t r i c t u r e s .  

Finishing work was i n  progress a t  t he  court  house ea r ly  i n  ~ p r i l ,  
1852; when completed the building was the  second l a rges t  i n  Honolulu, 
and the most cos t ly .  36 The m e r t  drawing of 1853 f a i t h f u l l y  repro- 
duced i t s  appearance, as  the  wr i te r  w i l l  show a t  the  conclusion of 

Paper. A copy of the  drawing i s  i n  R. J. Baker's Honolulu i n  
1851 - - d 4  

Despite the  privy council 's  resolut ion of April, 1851, the  s i t e  
f ina l ly  chosen fo r  the  court  house was the  one se lected i n  October, 
1B50--on Queen S t r ee t  mauka of Mauna ~ i l i k a .  37 A t  t he  time the  court 
house was b u i l t ,  and f o r  severa l  years thereaf te r ,  t he  surroundings 
remained much as  they had been i n  1843. T h i s  is shown by W e  Webs e r t s  
working sheet f o r  a government survey reported January 20, 1854:3 8 
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1--Queen S t r ee t  
2--Court House 
3--Fort of Honolulu 

And ten  years a f t e r  i t s  erect ion,  the  court house remained a 
prominent landmark: 39 

ESPLANADE 
1 
I 
1 

v 

During the twenty-two years t h a t  the  court  house served a s  a 
Public building severa l  a l t e r a t i ons  took place. The superior  court 

Provi ed by the  plans was a floor-to-roof chamber some t h i r t y  
feet high. Ifo I% proved too wasteful of space. I n  1853, $1,200 was ap- 
propriated t o  e tend the  second-story f l o o r  t o  cover the  e n t i r e  a rea  
Of the buildinggl The urpose was t o  provide accomodationa needed t o  
house the  legislature.48 ~ u t  t he  amount appropriated i n  1853 was not 
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sufficient, as estimates for the work exceeded $2,000.43 The "fine 
new room" thus provided for was occupied by the supreme court on April 
5, 1854.44 In addition, partitions had been built on the lower floor, 
making for the afekeeping of records under th care of the registrar 
of conveyan~es.~5 The total cost. $2,492.86.% 

In 1857 the collector of cusioms asked for storage room in the 
court house basement. This involved fitting seven iron gratings on 
windows and removing stone partitions in the cellar, replacing them 
with pillars. This work, certified safe by the superintendent of 
public works, mad available to the government 500 coral blocks worth 
fifty cents each. 67 

Improvements to the court room were made in 1866. New matting 
was laid down, and woodwork repainted and varnished. Over the en- 
trance to the lobby was hung a lifesize portrait of Kamehameha V by 
M. Dudoit, while a ortrait of Kamehameha I by J. Sawkins decorated 
the opposite wall.48 Behind the dais where the judges sat a drape of 
green damask was placed, and above it hung the national arms and motto, 
surmounted by two crossed spears and a crown. On the room's south 
side was a ". . .new and very handsome clock . .", and beneath it an in- 
dicator of the days of the week and month.'b 

Four years later work began on the iron fence which was for many 
Years a feature of the court house grounds. Recently imported from 
England, it was set in a stone base laid in cement. At the corner of 
Queen and Fort Streets an elaborate iron drinking fountain was in- 
stalled. Unlike the constantly-running fountain on the Bethel Street 
corner, it was spring-operated--a novelty in the Honolulu of 1870.50 

When the court house was built, the city gained a new and bigger 
set of public rooms. The result was that the chambers dedicated to 
the governmentls judicial and legislative processes were the scene of 
a rich variety of private and community functions. Even before the 
court house was ready, at least two religious groups asked to use it 
for services, 51 

The first organization to use the court house was, apparently, 
the Royal Hawaiian ~gricultural Society. Its second annual meeting 
took place there on June 1, 1852.52 On the sixteenth, Police Justice 
C. C. Harris, and on the seventeenth,Chief Justice W e  L Lee and the 
clerk of the superior court, moved into their offices.53 The superior 
court room was not yet finished, but it was ready for the court's July 

which Judge Lee opened on the fifth of that rn0nth.5~ 
Late in June several prominent men wrote to the minister of the 

deposing that because the seat'Ents chapel was too small, 
Honolulufs foreign residents had formed a church and sepa~ate con- 
gregation, They lacked money to build at the time, So asked to hold 
their meetings in the court room.% The govement gave penission, 
and a month later july 24) the congregation of the "second foreign \ of Honolulu1 advertised tunday worship led by the Rev. T. E. 
Taylor at the new court house.5 ~t this time the only other foreign 
Public English semices were at the seamen's chape1.57 

A partial but representative listing of the manyw-and sometimes 
singula~--activities noted by the Honolulu press as having occurred 
at the court house gives an excellent idea of the building's impor- 
tance in early days: 
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November 3, 1852-a preliminary public meeting called t o  discuss 
ways of increasing ex rts by organizing a joint  stock company t o  open 
new plantations etc.  98 

December 16, 1852-removal of the  of f ice  of the  land commission 
(which warded claims resul t ing from the great  mahele) t o  the first 
floor, 59 

December 30, 1852 and January 3, 1853-nomination and elect ion of 
the $8 leg is la t ive  representatives and the road supervisor for  Hono- 
l u l u ,  

February 22, 1853-a f a i r  held by t e Stranger's Friend Society 
for the benefit  of des t i tu t e  foreigners. %I 

June 7, 1 3--the annual meeting of the  Royal Hawaiian Agricul- 
tural  Society, & 

July 18 and Ju ly  30, 1853-protest meetings of the  public (for- 
eigners) agaQmt the handling of the  great  smallpox epidemic. The 
second meeting was largely an anti-0. P, Judd gathering, a focus of 
the campaig tha t  resulted i n  Juddts retirement from the Hawaiian 
government. g3 

September 7, 1853-a meeting t o  form a mechanic 8 association, a 
mhml  r e l i e f  and benevolent society f o r  workingmen. g4 

November 10, 1853-a . hip captains'  meeting t o  s e t  pay ra t e s  f o r  
sailors and dock woi2kers. 63 

Apr i l  15, 1854--offices of the d i s t r i c t  attorney of Oahu a 
registrar  of conve ances moved t o  the f i r s t  f loo r  rooms makai. 

April  29 1.85$--election of the school commission.67 
%t? the 

May 4, $54-concert of ~rs. Fiddes, ass is ted by several  members 
of the Amateur society.68 

May 6, 1854--~ notice asks fo r  the  re turn of borrowed law books 
to the law l i b r a ~ ~ . ~ g  

June 3, 1854--a meeting of American residents i n  the leg is la t ive  
hall t o  adopt sui table  measures fo r  the celebration of the approaching 
Independence Day. 70 

June 13 and 14, 1854--annual meeting and fair  of' the Royal Hawai- 
ian Agricultural ~ o c i e t y . 7 1  

July 4, 1854--independence Day b a l l  and fireworks display.72 
November 16, 1854--a fair give by the  ladies  of Honolulu f o r  the  

benefit of Masons and Odd Fellows .7 3 
, 1856--a b a l l  given by Prince t ~ ~ m h a ~ n e h a . 7 ~  
, 1856--independence Day b a l l  .7 !? 

November 13, 1856-a great b a l l  given by the  Chinese merchants of 
Honolulu and Lahaina i n  honor of the king and queen; the a f fa i r  was re- 
Ported t o  be the most elaborate of i t s  kind ever held i n  ~onolulu.76 

March 10, 1857--Prince Lot read t o  the privy council a message of 
thanks from the S t ree t  Church f o r  the  use of the court house as a 
Place O f  worship .77 

May 25, 1859--formation of the  Queen's Hospital a t  a meeting of 
8 U b s ~ r i b e ~ ~ ,  who organi ed themselves, adopted the hW?i ta l ' s  name, 
and selected trus$ees. 78 

November 28, 1860-4 fancy b a l l  given by Foreign Minister Re C-  
Wyllie, reported t o  be the first fancy b a l l  worthy of the  name given 
in Honolulu, 79 
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June 20, 1861-a b a l l  and banquet given i n  honor of Lady Jane 
Frank i n  by W. L. Green, H.B.M. ac t ing  commissioner and consul gen- 
eral.  80 

December 11, 1869-a b a l l  given by o f f l ce r s  of the king's  s t a f f  
i n  h i s  honor. 

January 8, 1873-election of King Lunalilo. 
February 12, 1874-election of King Kalakaua and the  court  house 

r io t .  - 
February 14, 1874-special session of t he  l eg i s l a tu re  addressed 

and prorogued by Ka kaua. This was the  last  l e g i s l a t i v e  session held 
at the court house. 88 

February 18, 1874--a convocation of t he  supreme court  he rd  C. C. 
Harris speak a t  h i s  commissioning a s  f i rs t  associa te  justice.42 H a r r i s  
had been a pol ice  j u s t i ce  during the  building of the  court  house and 
was one of t he  first o f f i c i a l s  t o  occupy i t  when it was opened i n  1852. 

The e lec t ion  i o t  badly damaged the  court  house, but  t h e  govern- 
ment made r epa i r s  .53 Kalakauai s ambitious plans f o r  h i s  kingdom's 
capital  c i t y  held no place f o r  the  mended landmark, however. Aliio- 
lani Hale, begun at t he  c lose  of Kamehameha V ' s  reign, opened i t s  
doors the f irst  of May, 1874, and with the removal of l e g i s l a t i v e  and 
judicial quarters  there to ,  t he  court  house l o s t  much of i t s  useful- 
ness. 

Late i n  April, 1874, rumors said t h a t  t he  buildin(i would be rent-  
ed; i n  passing them on, the  Advertiser remarked that . . .it seems 
l ike pro nat ion t o  p i l e  up vulgar sugar  and molasses i n  those c l a s s i c  
shades. l 1  But the  ac t ion  proposed was even more d ra s t i c .  On April 
28 a meeting of the cabinet council  unanimously a reed t o  o f f e r  t he  
court house and l o t  a t  an u e t  p r i ce  of $25,000.Ei5 Pour days l a t e r  88 it lowered this t o  $20,000. 

Following t h i s  decision, on May 9, 1874, E. P. Adam, auctioneer, 
advertised the  coming s a l e  of ll.. .all t ha t  c e r t a i n  valuable parcel  of 
land i n  Ho olulu, a t h  the  buildings thereon, known a s  t he  Court House 
Premises. "87 

The leg i s la tu re ,  then i n  session, rose  i n  wrath. On May 13 ob- 
jectors i n  the  House of Representatives made a near ly  S U C C ~ S S ~ U  
tempt t o  rush through a b i l l  whose object  was t o  s top  t he  sa le .  88at- 
The b i l l  proposed t o  amend the c i v i l  code, which allowed the minis ter  
Of the i n t e r i o r  with the  approval of the  king andl,privy council  t o  dis- 
pose of public property. The amendment excepted . . .a l l  pieces of 
QovePnment land i n  the  d i s t r i c t  of Honolulu, w$ich may only be dis-  
posed of with the  consent of the  Legis la tu~e ."  9 

The Advertiser commented t h a t  while the  pol icy  of Se l l ing  valu- 
able government property at that t i m e  could be questioned, the  legis-  
lature 's  attempt looked l i k e  a move t o  censure the ministry, and it 

so interpreted.  The proposed amendment f a i l e d  t o  Pass by f i v e  
votes; it was consigned to a s e l e c t  committee chaired by a s t rong 
piend of the  ministry. go 

A r e s u l t  of the  p o l i t i c a l  upheaval was t h a t  t h e  court  house sale 
was Postponed t o  Ju ly  11.91 

On May 30, the  Advertiser reported: 
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The r ad i ca l  measure of the  session--a b i l l  
t o  t i e  up a l l  government property i n  Honolulu 
beyond the  power of the  Cabinet t o  s e l l  o r  lease- 
was f ru s t r a t ed ,  o r  perhaps we should say, com- 
promised, on Tuesday (May 26). The b i l l  had 
slumbered on the  SecreFarytZ t a b l e  f o r  a week, 
by which delay i t s  f r iends  l o s t  ground; f o r  
without a doubt it would have been car r ied  a f t e r  
i t s  second reading i f  pushed. 

C. R. Bishop had introduced the  b i l l ;  It was he who offered the 
"compromise" amendment, which subs t i  uted the  control  of the  privy 
council f o r  t h a t  of t he  l eg i s la tu re .  $2 The Advertises remarked that 
t h i s  was a put t ing forward of the l l i rresponsible body of the  privy 
council as the  executive, i n  marked cont ras t  t o  Kamehameha V t s  con- 
s t i tu t ion  of 1864, which gave t h a t  body almost no responsibi l i ty.93 
The same newspaper l a t e r  characterized the  attempt t o  block the  court 
house s a l e  a s  I t . ,  ,an outburst of m i  aken patriotism, (zhic'ii) caused 

11 gb - - whole days t o  be wasted i n  debate. 
The amendment that passed and was approved by Kalakaua on Ju ly  13 

res t r i c ted  the minis ter  of the i n t e r i o r  i n  h i s  negotiat ions by adding 
a provision that no s a l e  of one land o r  l o t  exceeding $5,000 i n  value 
Could be made i t hou t  the  consent of the  king and a majori ty of the  
privy council. g5 

Following t h i s  requirement, the minis ter  of the  i n t e r i o r  on August 
14 asked f o r  Kalakauat s views on the  proposed sale.g6 The matter then 
Went t o  the  privy council  which, four days l a t e r ,  ap roved the  trans-  
action by a vote of 18-2 a f t e r  a lengthy discussion.87 The upset 
Price remained $20,000. 

The auction, twice postponed, was f i n a l l y  announced f o r  Saturday, 
September 19, a t  noon.9b The Advertiser redic ted  t h a t  t he  property 
would prove very valuable i n  the  future.96 On the  designated day the  
auction took place; the  purchaser of what was reported t o  be "...the 
best business stand i~Ojonolulu . . . "  was H. Hackfeld and Company. The 
Price paid: $20,000. The a rea  bought was 48,016 square feet-- 
243.2 fee t  on Queen S t r ee t ,  160.7 on Fort  t r e e t ,  274 thence t o  Wide- 
mann Lot, and 213.6 back t o  Queen S t ree t .  181 

The court housers new owners a t  once s e t  about a l t e r i n g  t h e i r  
Property t o  s u i t  t h e i r  needs. By the first of November, 1874, a l l  
Part i t ions of stone, both ups t a i r s  and down, had been removed, new 
floors l a id ,  and various other  changes made. I ron  doors and window 

were i n s t a l l ed ,  and the  wooden cornice and water spouts re- 
Placed with concrete. The building was rendered f ireproof,  and l a t e r ,  

the makai ide of the  l o t ,  a stone warehouse, about 100 by 50 f e e t ,  
Was erected, 182 ~t a still l a t e r  date the  court  house cpartered of- 
fices of the  Paci f ic  Mail Steamship CompanY. 

From 1874 t o  1902, when the  present main of f ice  building a t  the 
of Fort and Queen S t r e e t s  was occupif& the court house shel- 

tered head off ices  of Hackfeld and C0mPWio4 Then f o r  many years 
It served as  a grocery and feed warehouse. 

I n  1927 a committee of the  Hawaiian H i s t o r h a $  Society suggested 
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t o  American Factors, successors t o  H. Hackfeld and Company, the de- 
s i rab i l i ty  of putt ing a commemorative plaque on the building, 
f i r m 1  s directors approved, and the t ab le t  was erected i n  1928. 18te 
It read: 

This building was formerly the Court House 
and Parliament House of the Hawaiian Kingdom. I n  
t h i s  place Prince W i l l i a m  C. Lunalilo was elected 
King of Hawaii, January 8, 1873, and Chief David 
Kalakaua was elected King, February 12, 1874. On 
the l a t t e r  occasion occurred the famous r i o t  be- 
tween the adherents of Kalakaua and the followers 
of Queen Dowager Emma, which was suppressed by the 
aid of marines from the United Sta tes  warships 
rTuscarorar and rPortsmouth', and the Br i t i sh  w a r -  
ship ITenedosr. 

In  June, 1963, the  plaque was gone, and no marker remained t o  a t -  
tes t  the court housets h i s to r i c  past.  

A t  the end of 1944 American Factors completed a replastering of 
the building, as cracks and chinks had appeared on the outside walls. 
Mr. H. A. Walker, then president of the firm, remarked tha t  although 
some day the court house might have t o  go, i n  the meantime American 
Factors would make every e f f o r t  t o  preserve it. 106 

About ten years ago the court house's i n t e r i o r  was en t i re ly  re- 
modeled t o  rovide off ice  space, and this use continues t o  the pre- 8 sent tirne.1 7 

While e x m n i n g  vmious representations of the  court house a t  the  
Archives of Hawaii, the  writer  was struck by a number of dissimilar- 
i t i e s  occurring among pictures made a t  di f ferent  times. The sum of 
these changes, found by comparing the  Ernrnert drawing of 1853 with the 
court housers present appearance, has material ly a l tered the build- 
ingrs  aspect and, the writer  believes, i t s  dimensions also,  Two ob- 
vious courses of action presented themselves: first, a chronological 
arrangement of the  available pictures, and second, a thorough exami- 
nation of the court house i t s e l f .  

The Emmert drawing can be accepted as  showing the court house as 
i t  looked on completion. Fortunately, there i s  i n  the Archives an un- 
dated photograph which shows the building just  as  Emmert represented 
it. This  photograph was made at some time during the period 1870- 
1874, apparently, since although the building i s  unchanged, the i ron 
fence and drinking fountain erected i n  1870 a re  i n  place. This would 
suggest tha t  during i ts  period of service under the  government, no 

a l te ra t ions  were made i n  the structure.  
The second photo raph i n  the se r i e s  as arranged by the  writer  

Probably dates from 1 8 81 or  short ly  thereafter .  Shown i n  the dis- 
i s  the Wilder ~ u i l d i n g ,  b u i l t  i n  1881 on the present C. Brewer 

and Company s i t e .  time the arrangement of the windows on the 
facade had been changed. Traces of masonrY inse r t s  a re  vis ible ,  
proving tha t  the  outside windows on both f loors  had been blocked out. 
The gable and cornices had been redone, as noted above, and the shape 
Of the vent i la tor  in the gable a l te red  t o  i ts  present t r iangular  form. 



A th i rd  photograph comes from the year 1890, o r  thereabouts. 
Electric poles, though primitive, are i n  evidence; a sidewalk along 
Queen Street  t e s t i f i e s  t o  progress. The middle window of the back 
three on the Queen St ree t  s ide of the  court house has been blocked 
out, but the continued presence of the  or iginal  one-story adjunct at 
the back--probably a toilet-argues against any extension of the 
building pr ior  t o  t h i s  time. 

Passing over two other photographs of the  1890 period which show 
the facade, the  wri ter  c a l l s  a t tent ion t o  two photographs of the same 
general vintage which give oblique views of the  court house on the 
yard side. These show a concrete warehouse abutting the main building 
and running off t o  the r ight  i n t o  the yard. The present metal t i e -  
rods i n  the s ide walls jus t  below the cornice are  ic twed.  The upper 
back window has been f i t t e d  with metal doors (open7, and an outside 
stairway leads t o  them. 

A l a t e r  photograph, almost cer ta inly from the very l a t e  1890ls, 
shows a sidewalk on Fort S t ree t  and a flagpole i n  f ront  of the  court 
house. The present-day gabled wir-dow cornices on the  facade have 
been insta l led.  The portico before the  door i s  s t i l l  there; other- 
wise, the facade looks just  as it does i n  1963. The iron fence and 
drinking fountain are s t i l l  i n  place. 

The l a s t  photograph of the ser ies ,  and a most revealing one, ap- 
pears as Plate  85 i n  R. 3. Bzkerts Ho~olulu Then sncl Mow. It i s  
dated 1941, or before the r e p l a s t e r h g  rneE€E%ZTZabove, There a re  
six windows on the Queen St ree t  side instead of the  or iginal  f ive ,  
Just behind the l a s t  tie-rod (toward Bishop s t r e e t )  i s  a section con- 
taining two windows--a section which c lear ly  appeWs i n  the photo- 
graph as of a s l igh t ly  different  shade. The writer  used th i s  photo- 
graph together with h i s  ~lieasurements t o  form h i s  h~jrpothesis tha t  an 
extension has been added at the Bishop Streek end of the  court house 
within the l a s t  s ix ty  years o r  so. 

Measurements were taken i n  June, 1963, by the writer,  Jane 
Silverman of the Library of FIswail, ar,d M r .  Kazu Tauchfda of American 
Factors. m. H, C, Eichelberger, execative vice-president of tha t  
fim, authorized the undertaking, and assigned M r .  Gilbert Eee of the 
office services division t o  provide necessary help. The cheerful and 
valuable cooperation of a l l  concerned i s  grateful ly  acknowledged. 

Results of the  measurement follow: 
1. Overall exter ior  length: 108' 8" 
2. Overall exter ior  width: 56: 
3. Windows: 6 on Queen St ree t  s ide  (both f loors)  3 5 on yard 
(upper f loor  only; doors have been cut  through on lower f loor) ,  

"One on back of building, 2 plus doorway on lower front,  3 on upper 
floor front . 

4. Windoip alignment: back 4 windows a r e  I n  line9 s ide  t o  side; 
front two windows on Queen St ree t  s ide straddle window on yard side. 

5. width of windows: openings i n  masonry a ~ ~ r o x u a t e l ~  53" 
6. Space between windows on Queen St ree t  side: front of build- 

ing to first window, 81 5"; between first and second windows, 91 2'1; 
between second and th i rd  windows, 1 10"; between third and fourth 
Windows, 18: 4.; between fourth and f i f t h  windows, 11: 5"; between 
f i f t h  and s i x t h  windows, 1 1 1  3"; s ix th  window t o  back of building, 
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81 3" 
7. Thickness of side wall at ground level: 34" 
8, Overall length of basement: 71: 
9. Ovepall width of basement: 50: 
10. Height of basement f ~ o m  f loor  t o  sidewalk lev31: 5' 
11. Small basement room, maulca-ewa corner: 191 by 29' 3" 
12. Dimensions of sample coral  block: 21" by 21" by 9" 
13. Front wall of f ront  well ( ~ u e e n  St ree t  s ide)  t o  f ront  w a l l  

of basement: 54'' 
14. Front wall of front well t o  front of building: 71 6" 
15. Back wall of rear  well t o  back w a l l  of basemeat: 161 9" 
16. Back wall of re= well t o  back of building: 511 1" 
17. Position of tie-rods: f ront  rod located at f ront  of build- 

ing. Second rod is equidistant between first and third.  Third (back) 
rod is  331 f-corn back of building. 

18. Supporting p i l l a r s  I n  basement: brick 
19. Easensat walls, building walls, and walls of small basement 

room: coral  blocks 
An 1870 photograph showixg m oblique view of the back of the 

court house i s  reppoduced i n  R. J. B a k e ~ J s  Honolulu i n  1870. The 
second floor back contains wi~dows , and is  i%i??o=-y-acorniced 
gable i d e n t i c a  t o  tha t  of the facade. A t  the  present time the w a l l  
i s  blank, and without a cornice. 

Inside the court house are  remains of what appems t o  have been 
a thick par t i t ion.  T h i s  ju t s  out some t b s e  or  four f e e t  on both 
sides of both floors. The par t i t ion  i s  between the  second and t h i r d  
windows on the Queen St ree t  side, and between the f irst  and second 
windows on the ymd side, 

Originally there was a small one-story cbambex running across the 
back of the building. Its Queen St ree t  vial1 tras f lush w i t h  that of 
the r e s t  of the  court house. T h i s  chambep, which shows c lear ly  i n  the 
h e r t  drawing and the 1870 photographs, i s  now gone. 

Inside both wells on both s ides  of the building are  s teps  or  re- 
mains of steps, opiginally coral. This suggests t h a t  there  were four 
doorways in to  the  court house basement. The entrances on the  Queen 
Street side ahow c lear ly  i n  the  1870 photograph c i t ed  above as the  
first of the ser ies .  

Evidence supporting the idea of an extension of the  or iginal  
building toward Bishop St ree t  includes: 

1. The placement of the tie-rods. They were manifestly ins ta l -  
led to  strengthen the old walls. Wm, however, i s  there  no rod at 
the Bishop St ree t  end? 

2. The discrepancy between the length of the  building and the 
length of the basement, The basement runs newly  t o  the  front of the 

house, but ends almost 35 fee t  short  of the  back. 
3. The addition of a window on the Queen St ree t  side, but w i t h  

two wide blank wall spaces instead of the  one appearing i n  F3mmertts 
dpawing and the  1870 photograph. 

4. The blank back end, vihioh is w9thou.t; window or  cornice. 
Reviewing tNs evidence, the wri ter  postulates an extension of 
30 fee t ,  ins ide space, since 1900. Structural  engineers could 

eail~ verif3r ap disprove this  hypothesis. If it i s  tmte, it leads t o  
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Mr. Shina l l1s  drawings provide v i sua l  evidence supporting t h e  
m i t e r ' s  hypothesis regarding the  extension of the  courthouse: 

Drawing A: 
Shows the  discrepancy between the  length of t he  courthouse 

and that  of the  basement. Note t he  f a c t  that t he  basement ends j u s t  
where the dotted l i n e  cu t s  the  courthouse i n  Drawing D. . 

Drawings B and C: 
Show the  d i f f e r en t  types of l i n t e l s  used on the  Queen S t r e e t  

side of the  courthouse. e C i s  found on the  first four  windows 
(from the  bui ld ingls  f r o n x  type B i s  found over the  l a s t  two. This 
supports the  postula te  t h a t  t he  middle window of t he  last t h ree  as 
originally b u i l t  has been blocked out, and that t h e  ex i s t ing  last two 
windows belong t o  a l a t e r  extension. 

Drawing D: 
1. Shows the  posi t ion of the  tie-rods; 
2. Shows ex is t ing  window arrangement, with two broad blank 

spaces; 
3. Shows the  v e r t i c a l  raised-stone edging a t  t h e  f ron t  of 

the building. This edging o r ig ina l ly  exis ted  a t  t h e  back also,  a s  an 
early photograph proves; the  present s t ruc ture ,  though, has no such 
vert ical  ed ing a t  t he  back corner. f . Shows an in terpola ted dotted l i n e  which runs from the  
Point a t  which the  basement ends t o  a point j u s t  behind the  last 

tie-rod. The windows behind the  l i n e  have type B l i n t e l s ;  those i n  
front of it have type C. 
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the further conclusion that the original inside dimensions of the 
court house must have been identical with, or very close to, those 
specified by the Brandon plans preserved in the Archives of Hawaii. 

Such matters may concern only the antiquarian, but it is impor- 
tant for all Honolulans to recognize that the old court house on 
Queen Street is a significant legacy from the past. It deserves pre- 
servation for the future, and it deserves proper marking now. 
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H A .  HAWAII 

Colleen Hanai 

Hae-Hawaii ( the  Hawaiian f lag)  has long flown high over these 
islandseA But the colors of several other nations have been unfurled 
a t  one time or  another both pr ior  t o  and a f t e r  the making of the 
original Hawaiian ensign, 

The f irst  f l a g  the  Hawaiian Islands ever saw was probably the 
British colors carr ied by Captain James Cook on h i s  th i rd  voyage 
around the world--the voyage on which he discovered the Sandwich Is- 
lands i n  1778.2 This f i r s t  f l a g  was most l l k e l y  a red ensign with 
only the St. Andrew and St.  George crosses; the  present Br i t i sh  union 
did not come i n t o  being u n t i l  1801.3 The Br i t i sh  f l a g  did not become 
significant, however, u n t i l  1794, when Captain George Vancouver, on a 
voyage around the world, gave the f l a g  t o  Kamehameha I a f t e r  he had 
persuaded him t o  cede the Hawaiian Is ands t o  Great Britain-a ces- 
sion which was not accepted by London.$ The f l a g  was raised at  
Kealakekua Bay, where Captain Cook had been s la in;  the  Hawaiians 
thought tha t  t h i s  was t h e i r  guarantee of protection by Great BritaJn 
from the i r  enemies. 5 

Archibald Campbell saw the Br i t i sh  f l a g  when he arrived i n  the 
islands i n  December, 1808, and i n  h i s  Voyage Around the World, 1806- 
1812, he wrote: "The Kingts residence b u i l t  close upon the shore, and - 
surrounded by a alisade upon the land side, was distinguished by 
British colors. "8 But Hae Hawaii replaced Br i ta in ' s  ensign at some 
time between 1806 and lblb. 

The next foreign f l ag -  belonged t o .  the  Russians, who threatened 
to establish t h e i r  Czar's banner Qn Kauai i n  1817, following the 
building of a ~ u s s i m  f o r t  there.[ Georg Scheffer, a German doctor, 
had arranged with Governo Kotzebue of Alaska t o  es tab l i sh  a Russian 
Stronghold on the island,%ut when Kamehameha I learned of t h i s  ef- 
fort ,  he a t  once ordered the king of Kauai t o  deport the  foreigners.9 

The Br i t i sh  f l ag  reappeared i n  1843 when Lord George Paulet, com- 
mander of H.I\I,S, f r i g a t e  Carysfort, ordered the Union Jack raised and 
Hae Hawaii taken dovm and destroyed together with a l l  other f lags  i n  
the islands.10 He fur ther  ordered the cession of Hawaii t o  England 
and the fulfillment of s i x  demands, but his actions were rescinded 
five months l a t e r  by Admiral Thomas, commander-in-chief of the Br i t i sh  

forces i n  the pacific, and the Hawaiian f l ag  was r e s t o r e d e l l  
On August 1, 1860, a new f l a g  with a white .f ield instead of the  

usual a l ternate  stri es of red, white, and blue flew over the palace 
fop the first time. 19 rt was generally believed t h a t  t h i s  was the 
COn~or t t s  f lag,  because it was-flown only during the temporary ab- 
sence Of the king.13 

Later a f l ag  for  Hawaiian royalty was originated by Robert Louis 

=oris  Note: ss H a a i l s  paper was produced fo r  Dr. C O  H. Hunter% 
C1a~8 i n  Hawaii$history a t  the  University of Hawaii during the 
'Ppzng of 1963, ~t i s  published as a pa r t  of t h i s  Review's e f fo r t  t o  

in t e res t  i n  and writing of loca l  h l s t o 4 .  



Stevenson during h i s  v i s i t  i n  the  1880'9, when he persuaded Kalakaua 
that tQe l a t t e r  should have a f l a g  embracing native colors and sym- 
bols. Stevenson had h i s  stepdaughter, Isobel  Strong, design and 
make the flag, which had i n  the middle of broad bands of white and red 
a square white f i e ld ,  on which were p ced the crown, shield, and arms 
of the king i n  red, blue, and yellow. $5 Isobel a l so  designed a coat 
of arms, a cres t ,  and a royal  orde the S ta r  of Oceania. Stevensonts 
flag was never adopted o f f i c i a l ly .  56 

The American flag, which had 45 stars at the  time, entered the 
picture hen on August 12, 1898, the  is lands became the Terri tory of 
H a ~ a 3 . i . ~ ~  Today Hae Hawaii i s  the o f f i c i a l  ensign of the  F i f t i e t h  
State--an insignia  secondary t o  the national  lag, flown f o r  the same 
reasons tha t  Texas f l i e s  Its Lone S t a r  Flag. 18 

In  at l e a s t  one respect Hae Hawaii and Old Glory are alike: the  
or igihof  both, and t h e i r  deslgner o r  designers, a re  wrapped i n  mys- 
teryeLY 

Before the coming of Captain Cook the  Hawaiians had no flags,  but 
used r a1 standards with an emblem of authority i n  the center of the 
field.88 Marks of d is t inc t ion  used included the kah i l i  ( a  cylinder 
of b r i l l i an t  b i rd  feathers on a s t a f f ) ,  the  puala-nsignia of tri- 
angular shape carried on canoes), and s t a n d 8 1 1 ~ i m i l a r  t the Roman 
eagles,carried by Hawaiians i n  t h e i r  new y e a r t s  f e s t iva l .  81 h c i e n t  
Hawaii needed no flag; nobles, however, would at times fly a ennant 
(% or lipa--a torn  piece of tapa) from red-painted canoes. 25 

Just  when the or iginal  Hawaiian f l a g  first appeared i s  unknown, 
b u t  i n  816 a Russian, Czptain Kotzebue of the  ship Rurik, referred 
t o  i t . ~ $ o  it is  held tha t  the  f l ag  originated b e t w e e n 0 6  and 183, 
duping which time ltamehameha I ruled the united Kingdom of Hawaii 

Not u n t i l  1862 did a description of the  f l a g  f i n a l l y  appear.55 
BY t h i s  time the  or igin of Hae Hawaii had e i the r  faded from knowledge 
or was rapidly doing so. A t  the  outbreak of the War of 1812 Kameha- 
meha s t i l l  flew the ~ r i t f s h  flag. One'version of Hae Hawaiits or igin 
i s  that  an American sa i lor ,  seeing the  Union Jack f lying outside the  
king's palace, jokingly told  him tha t  since Arneric and England were 
a t  war, the Americans might bombard the building. 28 The king to ld  
him not t o  consider Kamehameha a fool, because he had many f lags  from 
various European nations* l a t e r ,  however, Kamehameha reconsidered and 
decided t o  have a f lag.  2? 

Another amusing version finds Kamehameha caught between the 
and the  Br i t i sh  i n  1812. Having no f l ag  of h i s  om, he 

Often flew the American and Bri t isk  f lags  a l ternately ,  but as f a t e  
would have it, he was caught f lying the Uuon Jack b Y  a Yankee priva- 
teer, the captain of which demanded, "How is  t h i s ?  You p r  tend t o  be 

friend, and I find you flying the  f l a g  of our enemy. The king 
thereupon hoisted old Glory, but ill luck intervened again when a few 

a f t e r  the  departure of the  privateer a Br i t i sh  man-of-war put 
into Port. The captain caught Kamehameha f lying the  ~merican f l a g  
and asked, limy do you, professing t o  be our fr iend,  f l y  the f lag  of 

enerny?"2g After these two annoying incidents the  king summoned 
advisers and to ld  them of NS ~ r e a c a m e n t  -3O 

A t h i rd  version goes l i k e  th i s :  Kamehameha wanted t o  es tabl ish 
trade with China, so he sent, a vessel  la len  with sandalwood. But the  
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ship was seized at ~ a c a o . 3 ~  Kamehameha then suggested t h a t  Captain 
~lexander Adams sail t o  Canton w i t h  a second cargo of sandalwood, but 
Adams, an old man-ot -warr s man, to ld  the king: "If I go, I want a 
flag and a regular ~0mmi~si0n."3* Adams then explained the need fo r  a 
flag and ship 's  papers--else the ship would again be confiscated as  a 
pirate vesse1.33 Kamehameha and his council consented t o  A d a m s t  de- 
mands. 

Another version has it tha t  Hawaii, being a small, struggling 
monarchy, was eyed by s i x  European nations a s  a possible posses $pn; 
this fact  stimulated Karnehameha t o  i n s t i t u t e  a f l a g  of h i s  own. 

Now comes the  question: Who designed the or iginal  Hae Hawaii? 
The first claim was made by Captain Alexander Adams, 7 Scots skipper who was a t  one time a Honolulu harbor p i lo t .  5 Adam 

was one of the  loyal  haole who helped Karnehameha I and his queen 
Karahwnmu t o  suppress t ra i torous schemes among the  people and t o  
t ra in  them t o  be self-supporting and loyal  subjects of t h e i r  klng.36 
He also helped oust the  Russians from Kauai without bloodshed.37 
Adam lived a t  Kalihi most of h i s  life--his place was called Adams 
&adens--but he had a lso  a house i n  town on Adams Lan . He l a t e r  
sold the Kalihi premises t o  be used as a dairy f a r ~ n . 3 ~  Adams married 
a chhfess  and was a great  f o r i t e  of Kamehameha and Katahwnanu be- 
cause of his loyal  devotion. % Among the royal g i f t s  he received was 
the whole land of Niu, Oahu, including the favori te  royal resor t  
called Kalau aihai ,  where Ka'ahumanu first renounced the ancient r i t e s  
and customs. CO 

According t o  Adamst descendants, the account of the  designing of 
the f lag  i s  th is :  

There had been considerable discussion among 
the chiefs and advisers of the  king concerning the 
head of the  Flag, the  body of it having been agreed 
upon, consisting of eight s t r i p e s  i n  the following 
order-white on top, then re'd, blue, whiee, red, 
blue, white, and red, each s t r i p e  representing one 
of the  inhabited islands of the  group. Because of 
the i n a b i l i t y  of the  designers of the  f l a g  t o  agree 
as  t o  i ts  completion, therefore, Kamehameha said t o  
them: 'Call my haole, he can f i x  3.6; he knows how 
t o  make it.' When Captain Adams appeared before the  
king and h i s  chiefs and learned their  wish, he im-  
mediately complied by using the  Union Jack of the  
English f l ag  f o r  the  head of the  new flag.  That 
i s  how the  Hawaiian f l a g  was made and ~orn~le ted .41  

The Daughters of Hawaii Society a l so  hel@d t o  back up the  claim 
Of Captain Adams a s  the designer of the  f lag.  Then on January 1, 

the first account of the or igin of Hae Hawaii was published i n  
the Hawaiian newspaper, Ka Nupepa Kuokoa, wNch stated:  

The Hawaiian f l a g  w a s  designed fo r  Icing 
Kamehameha I i n  the  year 1816. As the  King de- 
s i red  t o  send a vessel t o  china, t o  s e l l  a cargo 
of sandalwood, he i n  company l i t h  John Young, 
Isaac ( ~ k & e )  Davis, and Captain Alexander Adams 
made this f l ag  f o r  the Ship which was a w a r  vessel 
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cal led the Forrester  carry g 16 guns and which 
was owned by Kamehameha I. &!I 

This  corroborated Adamst claim. It was the  first made by Henry 
L. Sheldon, ed i tor  and publisher of K a  Nupepa Kuokoa, as  t o  the iden- 
t i t y  of the designer. Sheldon substantiated the claim by two quotes 
from Adams1 log: 

April 1816--I was accordly honored i n  taking 
care with the  Flag of His Majesty and a sa lu te  of 
11 guns. 

March 12, 1817--~ave the King (Kaurnualii) our 
ensign t o  hois t  i n  l i e u  of the  Russian, w 
it was on account of his having no other. &I 

Thomas Thrum did t r y  t o  break down a t  the  time what was the 
generj$j bel ief  among the  old  residents, that  Adams made the Hawaiian 
flag. I n  his Hawaiian Annual f o r  1880 Thrum wrote: 

We exceedingly regret  t o  report  an unsuccessful 
search f o r  the  his tory of the  present Flag of these 
Islands, the  time of i t s  adoption and the  par t ies  
interested i n  i t s  formation...but a f t e r  d i l igent  
inquir ies  and research during the  past  3 years, 
we h8ge t o  acknowledge the main f a c t s  l o s t  i n  obliv- 
ion. 

H i s  search did refute  Adamst claim t o  have been the originator of 
the flag, fo r  the  first quote by She1 on of an entry i n  h i s  journal 
shows that  there  was an e a r l i e r  flag.87 Thrum, however, had passed 
over Ka Nupepa Kuokoa, the most logical  source of information, and 
tr ied t o  prove t o  his4g wn sa t i s fac t ion  that the  originator was some- 
one other than Adams. 

That someone e l se  w s Captain George Beckley, whose family put 
forth h i s  claim i n  1830. 9 Ca t a i n  Beckley was an English sea captain 
who came t o  the islands i n  180 and made numerous voyages between 

the Humehwne. 

e 
Hawaii, Mexic and China with the vessel  he brought t o  the kingdom, 

@ He served Kamehameha I by commandin ships owned by 
the king and used fo r  inter-island o r  China semrice.5l Kamehameha 
made Beckley a high chief i n  1815, and i n  1816 he became commander of 
the Honolulu fort.52 Then he was commissioned by the  king t o  design 
the flag, according t o  the family account. I n  the  ensign Beckley put 
together lt...the mitish Union Jack bearing the Crosses of St.  George, 
S t *  Andrew, and St.  Patrick with 8 red, white, :!?!I blue s t r i p e s  from 
the American  lag t o  produce the Hawaiian fl%. 

This  second claim remained insignificant,  however, u n t i l  1 98, 
when the historian,  W e  D. Alexander, disputed the  Adams claim.58 A t  
first Alexander doubted Beckleyts claim because the family said tha t  
the f lag was designed i n  1806 o r  180 , whereas Alexander believed the 
Correct date t o  be six years later.5g He  f i n a l l y  concluded, though, 
that Beckley was .. .no doubt the maker, and i n  a l l  probabil i ty the  
designer of the  first Hawaiian flag1'; but since Beckleyts lsg book 
had been l o s t  about 1887, there  was no conclusive evidence. 

I n  the ear ly  lgOOts newspapers waged a b a t t l e  over the  t rue  
Iden t i ty  of Hae Hawaiits designer. Alexanderrs cl&m sparked the  con- 
tp0versyS Then i n  the lg&)l s Victor s. K. Houston helped s e t t l e  the  

when he concluded, a f t e r  studying all accounts, that  nei ther  
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Beckley nor Adams could claim t o  be the one and only d e ~ i ~ n e r . 5 7  - 
Houston decided tha t  Becltley might have been present a t  the  flag-de- 
signing meeting described i n  K a  Nupepa s ~ o k o a ,  and t h i s  compromise 
has been accepted by the  R i s h ~ v e r t h e l e s s ,  it appears 
that mystery w i l l  continue t o  surround the designing of Hae Hawaii. 

The f lag  i tself  has been said t o  be a combination of the  Br i t i sh  
Union Jack and the French f lag,  o r  a combination of the Br i t i sh  f la  
and Old Glory; it is  cer ta in  tha t  the Br i t i sh  influence i s  marked.5 
The flag i s  probably composed of elements taken from the ensigns of 

8 
a l l  three of the  nations mentioned abovee60 Hawaii probably adopted 
the Bri t ish  union as  the  union of i ts  f l a g  as  a gesture recognizing 
British friendship, since Kamehameha I offered the islands t o  Captain 
Vancouver, while the  adoption of the s t r ipes  acknowledged American 
friendship and the inclusion of a blue s t r i p e  was a similar  gesture 
to France. 61 

The union of Hae Hawaii contains three crosses and they, too, 
t e l l  a story. ThecSt. George cross, the horizontal-vertical one, 
dates back t o  the time o the crusades when St. George became the 
patron saint  of England. g2 It appeared on the Br i t i sh  ensign tha t  
Vancouver gave Kamehameha. The white diagonal cross of St .  Andrew, 
commonly called the James union, be&y e par t  of the  Br i t i sh  f l ag  i n  
1706 a f t e r  Scotland joined England. It had been adopted by Scot- 
land when St .  Andrew, condemned t o  death by crucifixion as  the Lord 
had been, but feeling unworthy of the  honor, was crucif ied on t w  
diagonal beams instead and then cas t  upon the coast of Scotland. 84 
The red diagonal cross of St.  Patrick was a heraldic device, cen- 
turies old, of a noble Welsh family l iv ing  i n  Ireland; i t  became p 
of the Bri t i sh  f l ag  i n  1801 when Ireland joined the United Kingdom 
Because the S t ,  Patrick cross would dominate the St.  Andrew cross i f  
superimposed, the  s a l t i r e s  were counterchanged, giving S c o t l p d  pre- 
cedence because of i t s  pr ior  entrance i n t o  the commonwealth. b 

A s  f o r  the  s t r i p e s  i n  the f lag,  they were adopted t o  designate 
the eight major islands i n  the cha n--Kauai, Niihau, Oahu, Molokai, 
Maui, L-i, Kahoolawe and Hawaii .Q7 The individual s t r ipes ,  however, 
do not have the same rggationship as  the stars i n  Old Glory have t o  
the individual s ta tes .  It has been suggested and accepted as 
logical that  north i s  a t  the  top of the world, so the northernmost 
island would be represented by the top s t r i p e  on the flag, and the 
Order of descent would be from a northerly latitude.@ 

Kauai Fly 
Union 1 

Oahu 
Mo 1 olcai 

I Lanai 
Kah001awe 

Hoist Hawaii 

Each color symbolized something. White was s~mbol ica l  of Puri ty  
and sincerity; therefore, i t  was the uppermost s t r ipe ,  since nothing 
is higher than the sun, whose rays emanate b r i l l i a n t  white light.70 



HAWAII  HISTORXCA,L REVIEN - OCTOBER, 1963 98 

Red, very highly prized by the  people, stood f o r  blood, 
m e 1 ' ,  and was the  second s t r i p e  from the  top.71 Blue, 
the lowermost color ,  symbolized continuibj ,  i n  t h e w e  
dom would endure f o r  ete 'mits.72 

"which is  the  
supposedly 
t h a t  t he  king- 

s 

The mater ia l  used f o r  the  f irst  f l a g  i s  unknown, but it could 
have been s i lk ' f rom China, because Kamehameha loved foreign things; 
bet ter  yet ,  it could have been kapa cloth,  a nat ive  matepial manu- 
factured from the  inner  bark of- wauke t r e e  and very durable.73 
But there  i s  another pos s ib i l i t y :  

Then he (xdamg) got  h i s  wife and servant t o  make a 
f l a g  of t zpa  accordingly. He submitted the  f l a g  t o  
Kamehameha. Final ly,  Mrs. Adams and her  servant 
made the  first o f f i c i a l  Hawaiian Flag out of bunting 
( t h i n  woolen). T4 

s indewthe  appearahce of the  o r ig ina l  Hae H a w a i i  t he re  have been 
many conf l ic t ing descr ip t ions  of it: 

On November 21, 1815, Captain Kotzebue of t h e  Russian discovery 
vessel Rurik, gu t  i n t o  ~ o n o l u l u  harbor f o r  supplies.  Two other  ships  
were already at  anchor. Kotzebue wrote: "...they displayed the  
English union, with 7 a l t e r n a t e  red, white and blue s t r i pes ,  emblem- 
a t i c  of the  p r inc ipa l  i s lands .  11 % 

I n  August, 1819, Captain de Freycinet gave the  following de- 
scription: 

The Sandwich Is lands  Flag, such as we saw f loa t ing  
a t  Kawaihae, and over the  f o r t  a t  Honolulu was com- 
posed of an English Union Jack upon a background 
s t r i ped  hor izonta l ly  with nine bands a l t e r n a t e l y  
white, red, and blue; the  white being placed a t  t h e  
top and t h  Union Jack at the  upper corner near the  
b o l t  rope. 76 

The bes t  e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of the  f l a  was published i n  W. 
E l l i s r  A Tour around t h e  I s land  of Ovdhyhee f London: 1837). He wrote 
that  H a a t h  white on top, t he  se- 
quence being the  same as a t  present ,  with t h e  Union Jack I n  the  up- 
per corner and the  Jack f i v e  s t r i p e s  i n  depth at t he  h o i s t  with i ts 
basic blue background r e s t i ng  on a blue s t r i p e ,  so t h a t  t he  margin 
between was undefined.77 Apparently t h i s  descr ip t ion was accurate, 
because no c r i t i c i sm was made of it. It d id  agree with de Frey- 
c i n e t r s  account, but t he  ensign it described d i f f e r ed  from the  
present-day f l a g  i n  t h a t  t he  la t ter  has only i gh t  s t r i p e s ,  with t h e  
union four s tp ipes  i n  depth ins tead of f i ve .  78 

There i s  a ~ u t c h  descr ip t ion given by John Boelen, naval l i eu-  
tenant first c lass .  A t  some t i m e  between 1828 and 1829 he wrote: 

...the Union f l a g  of the  islands...somewhat 
resembles the  Dutch f lag ,  and which is  aimi- 
l a r l y  arranged except f o r  t he  English emblem 
i n  t h e  upper corner and that it shows red, 
w h i t e  and blue t o  t he  number of nine s t r i p e s  
o r  as many s t r i p e s  as the re  were i s lands  i n  
the  Sandwich group.79 

Other descr ip t ions  of Hae Hawaii .. follow:80 
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V. M. Golovnin, October, 1818: "The f l a g  i s  made up of 7 s t r ipes ,  
red, white, blue, red, white, blue, and red, signifying 7 islands, and 
in  the corner an English Jack." 

Maria Graham, MayoJuly, 1825: "On a l l  days of ceremony the Sand- 
wich f lag i s  hoisted on these for t s - i t  has 7 white and red s t r i p e s  

. with the Union Jack i n  the  corner." 
F. D. Bennet, April, 1834: "Each bat tery hois t s  the  Hawaiian 

, flag-horizontal s t r ipes ,  blue, white, red with Br i t i sh  Union i n  the 
a upper corner, next t o  the s t a f f  .I1 

Then on May 31, 1845, a description of the  new national- banner 
appeared i n  The Polynesian: 

A t  the  opening of the Legislative Council on 
the 20th instant ,  the  new national  banner was un- 
furled, d i f fe r ing  l i t t l e  however from the former. 
It i s  octo, parted per fess,  first, fourth and 
seventh argent; second, f i f t h ,  and eighth gules; 
th i rd  and s ix th  azure, f o r  the  eight Islands 
united under one sovereign, indicated by crosses 
s a l t i r e  of St.  Andrew and St. Patrick quarter1 
per s a l t i r e  counter charged, argent and gules. 8i 

These different  descriptions conf l ic t  as  t o  the number of s t r ipes  
(seven t o  nine)and the nmber of colors (red and white o r  red, white 
and blue). Perhaps people were careless I n  making the f lags  o r  were 
indifferent t o  accuracy, o r  were perhaps inaccurate i n  t h e i r  descrip- 
tions. Furthermore, Lord Paulet ts  destruction of a l l  the  ear ly  f lags  
certainly brought about changes i n  the  design.82 - 

It has been suggested tha t  a reversal  of s t r ipes  might have oc- 
curred when Rear A d m i r a l  Thoma rescinded Lord Paule t r s  actions and 
restored Hawaiian s o ~ e r e i ~ n t ~ . ~ 3  John Ii t o l d  Mr. Oilman t h a t  it was 
decided t o  reverse the order of the s t r i p e s  t o  s i m f y  the recent 
overturn of the  government, for: "The time of Lord George has passed, 

! the new times have come i n ,  and therefore, we intend t o  reverse the 
flag of Haw . mat was formerly the upper s t r i p e  w i l l  be placed at  
the bottom, %$ 

But t h i s  reversal  was not so simple, because if there  were eight 
str ipes at the time, then the sequence would be the same, but with the 
white on the bottom and the blue at  the t 0 p . ~ 5  However, thi8 could 
have been possible w i t h  nine s t r ipes ,  f o r  i f  the  ninth white s t r i p e  
Was brought t o  the top and the remaining ninth s k g p e  omitted, the  
result would give the present sequence i n  order: 

Before: After : 

I The design of Hae Hawaii was described i n  the H a w a i i  Statutes  of 
i 
! 
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1896 according t o  the design of 1843, when new f lags  had t o  be made: 
The national  ensign shall consist  of 8 hori- 

zontal  s t r ipes ,  a l ternat ing white, red, blue, etc., 
beginning at the  top, having a jack cantoned i n  
the dexter chief angle next t o  the  point of sus- 
pension. The Jack s h a l l  consist  of a blue f i e l d  
charged with a compound s a l t i r e  of a l te rna te  - 

t inctures  white and red, the  white having pre- 
cedence; a narrow edge of white borders each red 

". s ide  of the  s a l t i r e ,  A red cross bordered with 
white i s  char ed over a l l ,  The jack i s  half  the  
hois t  and 7 ' 1  % the  f l y  i n  length, The arms of 
the red cross sha l l  be equal i n  width t o  one of 
the-horizontal s t r ipes ;  the  white bor e r  s h a l l  be 
one-third the width of the red cross. g7 

There has been no change i n  the f l a g  si e 1896, except t h a t  it i s  
now the o f f i c i a l  f l a g  of the F i f t i e t h  State. 88 

Several times during i t s  existence Hae Hawaii has been involved i n  
international affa i rs .  The first time t h e f l a g  was flown it cost t h e  
government $3,000. Th i s  occurred when the Karahumanu took the newly- 
made pennant t o  China t o  t rade a cargo of s m 8 9  Hae Hawaii 
was not acknowledged by port  of f ic ia l s ;  furthermore since the  ship - had no papers, heavy dut ies  were levied against it.90 Kamehameha I 
did learn one thing of value from t h i s  experience, namely, tha t  port  
duties are an excellent source of revenue.gl 

. , The previously-mentioned Paulet imbroglio of 1843 resulted i n  the 
lowering p d  destruction of Hae Hawaii and a br ief  interlude of BrTtish 
control.9 Five months l a t e r ,  however, the Hawaiian ensign was re- 
stored, but with a somewhat changed design. 

In  1849 Hae Hawaii was again threatened, this  time by the  French, 
. when Admiral 'Promelin sa i led  i n t o  Honolulu harbor and made demands 

supported by f a l s e  accusations. H i s  aim was t o  seize  the kingdom.93 
.., fromelin l a c e d  -ed forces and fi Id pieces and captured the  Honolulu 

a t  f o r t  with Hae Hawaii s t i l l  flying,gE He didnrt  dare t o  lower it i n  
the face of American and Br i t i sh  ro tes t s ,  so  contented himself w i t h  

the  f o r t  and then lg f  t. 91: Thereafter, the  French government 
made trouble fo r  two years.9 

On August 12, 1898, a desecration of Hae Hawaii took place, TMS 
Was h e x a t i o n  Day, and some i n  the crowd surrounding Io lan i  Palace 
wanted souvenirs of the  occasion, After t h e  Hawaiian f l a g  had been 
lowered, they cut i t  i n t o  three-inch str ips--thir teen of them.97 

So it i s  that Hae Hawaii has survived many viciss i tudes  since tha t  
day when the u m o m  designer, h i s  work done, saw H a w a i i 1  s f l ag  first 

by an is land breeze, 

1.. Cla&ce B. Taylor, "The Designer of the  Hawaiian  lag", 
24, 1957, p. 18, - 

of S ta te  i n  ~ a w a i i ,  " Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 

I 

i 
The Flag and Coat of Arms of Hawaii,. 
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