100™ INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS CLUB
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ANNUAL CLUBHOUSE CLEANUP DAY IS SATURDAY, JUNE3
PARKING AT ALA WAI SCHOOL

BRING YOUR BUCKET, RAGS, NEWSPAPERS,
STOOLS TO SIT ON AND ELBOW GREASE

BRUNCH WILL BE SERVED TO ALL VOLUNTEERS

SPECIAL PLEA TO SONS AND DAUGHTERS
AND GRANDCHILDREN—WE REALLY NEED YOUR HELP!

REPORT FOR DUTY AT 8:30 A.M.

-FROM THE EDITORS’ PUKA - -— -by Ray and Aki Nosaka -

It has been over 10 years since we assumed the editorship of the PukaPuka Parade, and now we feel it
is time for us to step down and have someone else take over. We are grateful for the opportunities that
were granted to us to express our personal feelings over the years. We thank you for your kind words
of encouragement and for the cooperation extended to us.

I regret that my “number 1” wish and dream is still that—just a dream. .Ten years ago I visualized in
my dreams a clubhouse that would be occupied jointly by our sons and daughters and us veterans. The
building would house meeting rooms, a large hall, kitchen, museum, and ample parking area. I would
like to include the 442™ and MIS in this picture of oneness because someday all of us veterans will
have passed on and our children and their children will be known only as that—offspring of veterans.
They probably won’t care in what branch of service their forefathers were in—only that they all served
their country well. A statue of three soldiers with the inscription “we are brothers” will “stand guard”
at the entrance of the building. If this dream should ever become a reality, no matter where I am, I will
surely smile and give a salute.

Since this is the last chance for me to speak my mind, I might as well “dream on” and mention another
dream of mine—and that is to someday see a street, or a park, or a mall, etc., bear the name of the 100™
Infantry Battalion. The Hawaiians might object, but they must remember that there were several men
of Hawaiian descent, like James Kaholokula, Francis Gora, Robert Kapuniai, Abraham Alapai, just to
name a few, who are proud to have served with the 100®. We also bad men of Korean, Chinese,
Filipino and Portuguese heritage. So, to have this happen would be a constant reminder and bring
glory to the gallant men of the 100".'.

Among those who came out to collate and mail out the May issue of the PPP were: Bernard Akamine,
Otomatsu Aoki, Robert Arakaki, Kunio Fujimoto, Mary Hamasaki, Saburo Hasegawa, Tokuichi
Hayashi, Ed Ikuma, Isamu Inouye, Sally Inouye, Shigeru Inouye, Masaru Kadamoto, Lawrence and
Regina Kamiya, Susan Kaninau, Gladys Kawakami, Arthur Komiyama, Susumu Kunishige, Don and
Kimi Matsuda, Philip Matsuyama, Nora Morihara, Y. Mugitani, Wesley Mukawa, Joe Muramatsu,
Roy Nakayama, Bessie Nakasone, Saburo Nishime, Tom Nishioka, Ray and Aki Nosaka, Takeichi
Onishi, Susumu Ota, Leo Sato, Kazuto Shimizu, Hiromi Suehiro, Denis and Joy Teraoka, Martin
Tohara, Masa Toma, Marie Yoneshige, Kaoru and Sadako Yonezawa. Thanks to Don Matsuda,
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Jeanette Akamine and Cecilee Tanaka for proofreading—it took three of them to substitute for .
vacationing Mary Hamasaki! B

PRESIDENT’S REPORT by President Don Matsuda

At last! Seven DSC men of the 100th Battalion have been upgraded for the Congressional Medal of
Honor, the nation's highest. We always said that they should have had it. Eight MOHs, counting Spud
Munemori's, is an amazing number. No other battalion comes close. Even whole Army divisions
consisting of 27 infantry battalions can't match it.

Big celebrations are in the works. The State, the AJA Vets, community leaders, and the Army are all
in on it. Our office is now a CP outpost for the GHQ in Washington. They asked us for help in
contacting next of kin. In one case, our patrols crawled through all government records with no
success until our exec finally got a lead from Hosoi's records. You can see why our CP is a busy place.
Notice the new portable telephone headset our exec is running around with. It frees her hands and legs
for juggling three tasks at once.

Come look at our flag pole! You'll see 7 star-spangled, red white and blue streamers flowing in the
wind 'neath Old Glory. Like seven Boy's day carps, they honor our new Medal of Honor recipients.
Talk about heritage, all our lives, we've been juggling heritages--the heritage of the Boy's day carp that
swims upstream against all odds, the heritage of honor and duty instilled in us by our parents, and the
heritage of America instilled by our teachers, classmates, coaches, team mates, gang mates, brothers,
sisters, girl friends, cousins, and pals of many ethnic backgrounds. Some juggling. Life is a three ring
circus. -

Speaking of Celebrations—keep posted to the PPP for information about a community-wide
celebration honoring the Medal of Honor recipients. Club 100 is joining in with the Oahu AJA
Veterans Council clubs, the 442" Veterans Club, the MIS Veterans Club, and the 1399 Veterans Club,
as well as the aforementioned USARPAC, Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, Army Reserve, Army
National Guard, State Office of Veterans Services, and Senator Akaka’s office to coordinate and plan a
first-class tribute to all of the recent recipients and their surviving family members.
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The Bob Jones four came back from Italy where they unveiled a statue of Munemori. 1hey had a great
time partying up and singing the old Italian songs with Italian veterans of the last campaign. You can

see Bob Jones' photos of the trip exhibited in the clubhouse. We are now waiting to see a documentary

of the trip by Stuart Yamane for Hawaii Public TV.

Come June 21 at our 58th Anniversary, some people will be missing. Our MOH recipients and kin
have been called to Washington for Fort Knox gold instead of Nevada silver. Well anyway, maybe we
can take part in the White House ceremony by getting video conferencing equipment installed in the
banquet hall. We're working on it. That ought to be great.

Clubhouse Clean Up, June 3. Don't miss the fun, food and drinks.

DEDICATION CEREMONY AT PIETRASANTA, ITALY We asked Yaeko Yokoyama (widow
of Albert Yokoyama-Medics) and sister of Sadao Munemori (A-KIA) if we could include the text of
her speech in the PPP. She graciously delivered it to the clubhouse. Yaeko was asked to speak at the
dedication ceremony where the statue of her brother was unveiled. “Spud” Munemori, Medal of
Honor recipient, was chosen to symbolize all of the fallen of the Allied Forces because of his
outstanding heroism over and beyond the call of duty.

To all the Dignitaries of Pietrasanta, Major General Paul Mikolashek, Commanding General
of the U.S. Army, Southern European Task Force; Dr. Americo Bugliani, Att. Paolo
Tommasi; Sculptor and Professor Marcello Tommasi and the people of Pietrasanta and
vicinities:

It is indeed a great privilege and honor to be here with you to celebrate Liberation Day. 55
years ago, one would never dream that this day was to happen. Your streets were gutted,
homes devastated, people hungry and bewildered and bullets flying all over your beloved
mountains and battlefields.

So many of the young fellows of the 100™ Bn. and 442™ RCT lost their lives in the bloody
battles, but today, some who were fortunate enough to come home are here in their senior
years to celebrate this occasion with you. It’s a long ways from home—from the middle of
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the Pacific Ocean, across Continental USA, across the Atlantic Ocean to Pietrasanta and we
are happy to be here.

The statue and monument is a symbol and represents the sacrifices made by the gllied forces
to bring Freedom and Liberty to your country. The torch is now passed to you, the living, the
youth and the generations yet to be born.

May this statue always remind you of the high price of freedom and go forward with fortitude
and endurance. May God bless you all. Thank you. Viva Italia!

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES: Club members and their families are invited to attend four
Memorial Day observances:

2000 Mayor’s Memorial Day Ceremony at the National Cemetery of the Pacific at Punchbowl,
Monday, May 29, 2000, 8:30 a.m. President Don Matsuda will present a wreath as he follows the
battalion colors. There will be special bus service to Punchbowl at regular fare from the bus depot
located on Alapai Street, departing 7:25 a.m. Free parking for those using the buses will be available
in the municipal parking structure on Alapai Street. Parking at the cemetery is extremely limited. If
you plan to go, do use the bus service which will drop you off as close to the ceremony site as possible.

Hawaii State Veterans Cemetery, Kaneohe, Monday, May 29, 2000, 1 o’clock p.m. Charles
Nishimura (F/C) will represent Club 100 by holding the battalion colors at the Governor’s Memorial
Day Observance.

VFW 16" Annual Sunset Memorial Service, Sunday, May 28, 2000, 6:00 p.m., Armed Forces
Eternal Flame, mauka of the State Capitol. Parking available at the Dept. of Health Bldg. across from
the Capitol. Ted Hamasu (F/A/Rural) will offer a solo rendition of “The Queen’s Prayer.”

Waialua Lions Club Memorial Service, Sunday, May 28, 2000, 10 a.m., Waialua Lions Memorial,
Haleiwa Beach park.

The PukaPuka Parade is the monthly newsletter of Club 100, an association of World War II
Veterans of the 100™ Infantry Battalion. Published at 520 Kamoku Street, Honolulu, Hawaii 96826.

THE FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD REPLACEMENTS PLAN A REUNION

The first replacements who joined the 100th after it had pulled back from Cassino are planning a
reunion and have graciously included the second and third replacements. If you are interested, call
Stan Akita, 734-8901 or Hiromi Suchiro at the clubhouse at 946-4286.

Y2K — 58" ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION IN LAS VEGAS

Due to the long-awaited announcement of the Medal of Honor upgrades, confirmation letters to all
registrants have been delayed. Although the announcement was anticipated, somehow one can never
be adequately prepared for the full impact of such an event. So, please forgive us for giving top
priority to the MOH. You should be receiving a confirmation letter very soon. Although we wrote to
the Department of the Army to avoid the fourth week of June for making an announcement or having a
ceremony, the President’s prerogative over-ruled our request, so we will sit out the ceremony in Las
Vegas and hopefully watch it live there. Shizuya Hayashi reluctantly canceled his reservations. We’ll
miss you too, Caesar!

49 people indicated an interest in attending a stageshow in Las Vegas. 92 people actually signed up
and paid for their $65 tickets! Since the bus holds 53 passengers, we have had to hire another bus and
those whose forms and checks were received after the first 53 may have an additional nominal amount
to pay for this second bus. Must have been the warning about the topless dancers!

Call for flowers, greens: The Decorations Committee for the banquet is begging for fresh flowers and
greens to decorate the 33 tables. Please deliver to Club 100 clubhouse by 12 noon on Friday, June 16.
Thank you!




DEDICATION AND OPEN HOUSE OF THE SPARK MATSUNAGA VETERANS AFFAIRS
MEDICAL AND REGIONAL OFFICE CENTER (VAMROC): The public is invited to attend the
dedication ceremony and open house for the state-of-the-art Ambulatory Care Center and E-Wing
Administrative offices of the VA in Hawaii on Wednesday, May 31, 2000, at 10 o’clock a.m. on the
grounds of Tripler Army Medical Center. Afier a year-and-a-half of meeting and planning, the work
of the Commemorative Plaque and Exhibit Committee will be displayed. The committee, headed by
Martin Tohara (D), selected 5 portraits of Sparky Matsunaga (D), in uniform and as a Senator.
Honorary Club 100 member, Richard Halloran took on the task of writing the narrative description of
Sparky’s life which will be placed between two drawings by artist Gary Nomura. Professional exhibit
installer Stephan Doi (nephew of the late Hideo Doi (C) and Mieko (Kenneth) Muroshige (B)) spent
countless hours in his shop designing and building the exhibit case which will house personal items
from Sparky’s life, including his boxing gloves, his harmonica, and his Bronze Star and Purple Heart
medals. The exhibit will be covered by a handsome plexiglas dome. Stephan also coordinated all of
the photoprocessing with Ann Kabasawa and Clyde Sugimoto (Sons and Daughters members) of
Rainbow Camera and all of the framing of the portraits and drawings with Pictures Plus, thanks to the
family connection provided by Robert Arakaki (B). Others who served on the committee are Al
Matsumoto (A), Tokuji Ono (B), Warren Iwai (C), Denis Teraoka (D), Susumu Ota (Rural), Kenneth
Saruwatari (HQ), Karleen Chinen, Beth Lum of Senator Matt Matsunaga’s office and Drusilla Tanaka.
Professional input was provided by Lloyd Arakaki of Architects Hawaii, and Marie Manning,
Worcester Bong, and Ron Yonemoto, all of the VA. The Club 100 Board of Directors appropriated
$4,000.00 for this project.

NISEI VETERANS ENDOWED FORUM SERIES: Universal Values for a Democratic
Society (June 1, 2000, 8:30 a.m. — 11 a.m., JCCH, RSVP: 945-7633) Please attend this event for
which Kunio Fujimoto (A), Joe Muramatsu (B), Ed Ikuma (HQ), Martin Tohara (D), Ray Nosaka (B),
Don Matsuda (A), Conrad Kurahara (B), Stanley M. Akita (C), Ed Ikuma (HQ), Tommy Nishioka (A),
Tokuji Ono (B), Hajime Yamane (B), and 442", MIS and 1399 veterans Terry Aratani, Harold
Fukunaga, Masa Higa, Sadaichi Higa, Takejiro Higa, Jack Hirai, Fred Hirayama, Yokichi Hokama,
Robert Honke, Edward Ichiyama, Walter Inouye, Jerry Ishimoto, Robert Kikawa, Henry Kuniyuki,
Ted Matsuo, Yuzuru Morita, Hideo Nakamine, Ron Oba, Kenneth Okuma, Stanley Sakai, Mitsuo
Sakamoto, George Takabayashi, Tom Takemoto, George Tanna, Iwao Yokooji, Clarence Taba, Fred
Iida, Tadashi Tojo, Wally Kagawa, Kazutaka Saiki, Sam Furuya, Larry Ishida, Shiro Aoki, Sam
Hironaka, Kats Miho, Harold Ueoka, and Bill Thompson will be resource persons. If you would also
like to serve as a resource person, contact Ed Ichiyama at 734-8373 or just show up that morning! Call
Jessie Whitson at 945-7633 if you have any questions about this event or to make a reservation. There
is no admission or registration fee.

Message from Dr. James McNaughton who was the Chief Researcher for the DSC Review: (Club
100 sent him a thank you note by e-mail for the outstanding work that he and his staff accomplished in
preparing the historical documents for review by the Army. Here is his reply.)

Thanks for your kind words. It’s been an honor and a privilege to work with this very special
group of heroes. Through the past four years since I became involved in this review, my
inspiration has been the individual veterans who stuck to their principles and saw their
mission through to the end. I’ve been determined to see to it that when we recognize and
honor them, we do so on the basis of the cold, hard, indisputable historical facts about what
they experienced and achieved. I was fortunate to have some able and committed rescarchers
such as Scott Welch, Tom Bowers, Kristen Edwards and Jay Price. Other people can add the
glitz and special touches. I saw my job as keeping everyone firmly grounded. We can’t play
around with the Medal of Honor, or else people won’t take it seriously anymore and it will
become devalued. Many, many other people helped complete the mission. It’s been
fascinating for me to see how all the various components — the veterans, their friends in
Washington, archivists, historians, journalists — all played a part. 1 have immense respect for
all those who have kept the 100/442 story alive down through the years, each in his or her
own way: playwrights and actors brought it alive on stage. Filmmakers captured it on film.
Authors researched and wrote. Lawyers corrected legal injustices. Club leadets organized
gala reunions and celebrations. I am glad to have played a small part and will take special
pride in the celebrations next month.

We have a debt to the veterans that can never be repaid. I’ve told every reporter who asks
about the numbers that it’s not proper to look at statistics. There was no “quota” for the



Medal of Honor, one per every so many solders, etc. Each individual act of valor was
reviewed on its own merits. The historical fact is that the soldiers of the 100™ and 442™ were
special in their bravery, teamwork, and skill. There were many hard-charging combat units in
WW II. I don’t mean to imply that the 100" and 442 were unique. But as someone said of
the US Marine Corps on Iwo Jima, uncommon valor was a common virtue.

Hey, let me know what’s planned for commemorative activities in Hawaii later in the year.
I’ll make it if I can, — Jim McNaughton

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT by Drusilla A. Tanaka

Club Shirts and Caps: At the General Membership Meeting on May 13, there was a good show of
hands by those interested in purchasing a club shirt and white baseball cap. Thus, we are now taking
orders for the white club shirt. Only 36 can be made with the material available, so please get your
order in right now. The price has increased to $40, however. The caps can be made, no limit on
quantity, so if you want to order more than one, do it now. The price of the caps is $9, an increase of
$1. Call Drusilla at 946-0272 to order. Make sure you speak clearly and slowly and state your name,
rank, serial number and size and quantity of shirt and quantity of cap. Unfortunately these will not be
ready in time for the 58 Anniversary in Las Ve%jas, but with the Medal of Honor celebration coming
up, you want to look sharp and proud in your 100™ Inf. Bn. Veteran outfit!

Welcome to new Life Member The Rev. Dr. George Aki of Claremont, CA, who served as
Chaplain for the 100,

(Reminder to all annual dues members: The current life member dues of $50 will increase this year.
Effective July 1, membership dues will be $100 for lifetime dues or $10 for annual dues.)

Mahalo nui loa to the following donors for their thoughtful and timely gifts to Club 100:
o $25 from Harumi Miyake (Mrs, Howard Miyake-D)

e $50 from Hiromu Heyamoto (C/Mainland)

e souvenirs and artifacts from WWII from Kunio Fujimoto

Club 100 thanks the following donors to the PukaPuka Parade:
o $25 from Itsue Hiraoka of Kapaau, Hawaii
o $15 from Jim and Yoshie Tanabe

Welcome to the Octogenarian Club to the following who will celebrate their 80" birthday in June
2000: Masaru Fujimori (Mainland), Richard Hamada (HQ), Kenneth Harada (A), Yoshiichi Ono (B),
Iwao Takamori (B/Maui), Mark Hiratsuka (D/Mainland), Douglas Higa (C), and Hiromi Urabe (D).
Many happy returns!

Return to Schofield Barracks: Linda Hee, Curator of the Tropic Lightning Museum at Schofield,
personally delivered 30 copies of the Army Times which contained an article about the visit by the
veterans of the 100" Infantry Battalion. If you are a veteran and you went on the tour, but you did not
receive a copy of the paper, please call Drusilla Tanaka at 946-0272 and she will be sure to save a copy
for you.

NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN MEMORIAL TO PATRIOTISM
(WASHINGTON, D.C.)

For the latest on the protest against the proposed inscriptions, log on to JAVoice.com on the internet.
The website shows the latest proposed inscriptions, along with excellent background material
regarding this controversy. You may now directly sign on if you support the resolution calling for the
Department of the Interior to intervene. If you scroll through the signatures, you will notice that they
are now adding the fact that someone is a veteran or former internee. Unfortunately, those who signed
on early are not so identified. Maybe we can get that fixed. When you sign on, add your veteran
status, e.g., “Veteran, 100” Inf. Bn., Company X” or “Internee, Heart Mountain, Wyoming.” You do
not have to be AJA or a veteran or a former internee to sign on. Honorary Member Bob Jones
promised to write about the controversy in the MidWeek Magazine,

HEADQUARTERS NEWS by Kenneth Saruwatari

We have our usual Clubhouse Clean Up assignment of cleaning up the kitchen. Please show up and
lend a hand! Saturday, June 3, 8:30 a.m. Parking at Ala Wai School.



BAKER CHAPTER NEWS by Joe Muramatsu

After a hiatus of two issues, I am back on track. In March, I had to attend a funeral on the Big Island,
so since I did not attend the Baker Chapter meeting, did not have anything to report. In April, I went to
Oakland and San Francisco, so was not able to attend both the Board and Baker Chapter meetings.

While in Kona, going from airport to Kamuela and back to the airport, I wanted to see some Kona
Nightingales, but had no luck. What are Kona Nightingales? They are ‘“jackasses.” Their braying
shatters the peace at night, hence, the name.

My April trip to California was to attend my wife’s niece’s wedding. Our son-in-law did the driving
while our daughter did the navigating. Joyce Doi is a very good navigator, so we did not get lost.
Spent two nights in Oakland shopping for wine and then headed for wine country. Ended up in
Sonoma, where we stayed at a bed and breakfast home. That night went to a Japanese restaurant called
“Shogun” that was run by Koreans. Food was plentiful, but... It was too early for grapes, so we did
not visit any wineries.

On Monday, we headed for San Francisco. Don’t know which route we took, but got there safely.
Stayed in a hotel near Chinatown, which was not too seedy. Son-in-law Gary had to leave for home
that night, so we did not have a car the rest of the time. San Francisco is a hilly city, so on our first
morning, walking to Sears Pancake House was a chore. Afier breakfast, went to Macy’s just to look
around. Got tired watching a cooking demonstration, so went to an area where there were many seats.
Saw a man eating an ice cream cone, so asked him where he got that. Was told they were giving away
free Ben and Jerry’s ice cream cones, so went to get some. That night went to Japan Town to have
dinner. Rode the trolley to Pier 39, just to check that place out. Ended by having lunch at Fisherman’s
Wharf. From there, walked to Ghiradelli Square. I just sat on a bench while the ladies shopped. The

__trolley costs only 35 cents for seniors. _ B o -

Left San Francisco on Thursday and came home in time for the May 6 Baker Chapter Family Night.
There were 62 in attendance: 49 adults, seven children 7-12 and six children under six. Our chief
cook, Bob Aoki, conjured up a delicious meal as only he can. That was enjoyed by all. Besides
cooking, Bob plays the harmonica—and his solo of “Amazing Grace” was the best prayer before our
meal. We would like to thank all the donors who were very generous: Cash: Billy Takaezu, John
Kihara, Roy Nakayama, Robert Arakaki, Tokuji Ono, Masa Toma, Mark Arakaki, Ben and Connie
Yamamoto; Bingo Prizes: Hachiro Shikamura, Bernard Akamine, Drusilla Tanaka, Kelly Sakuda,
Sakuda Family, John Costa, Joe Nakahara, Wade Nakahara, Ben and Connie Yamamoto; Desserts,
tsukemono and other delicious “kau-kau:” Robert Arakaki, Joe Muramatsu, Bernard Akamine, Lefty
Tanigawa, Rikio Tsuda, Sakuda Family, Joe Nakahara, Ben and Connie Yamamoto.

Bob Arakaki, Baker VP, sent in an additional note about the Family Night: I sincerely apologize for
not taking the microphone to welcome all of you who attended the event and to acknowledge the very
efficient hard work involved to make our family night a success. Drusilla Tanaka and her sister
Candace Sakuda and children Kari and Kelly for the program of BINGO. The One Number Bingo
should be played more often! Thanks to our super chef Robert Aoki and to Masa Toma and Stanley
Tanaka for doing KP. Also for the very friendly smiles collecting money and donations at the cho-ba,
Rikio and Evelyn Tsuda and Billy and Kay Takaezu (very good job.) Mata tanomimasu. Hope to see
all of you again. Hoping to see more of our members and guests for our next family night.

Congratulations to Yeiki Kobashigawa on being upgraded to the Medal of Honor. All together there
were four Baker boys who received the upgrade. In addition to Yeiki, they are Mikio Hasemoto and
Shinyei Nakamine who were KIA and Allan Ohata. Hope to see lots of you former Baker Company
soldiers at ceremonies honoring the MOH recipients.

From Evelyn Tsuda: “Three members of Baker Chapter were part of Bob Jones’ Gothic Line
Battlefield Tour to Italy recently. Masaharu “Bull” Saito was accompanied by 11 family members.
His 14-year old twin grandsons were busy chronicling their trip with photos and videos and
interviewing all the veterans as a required school project. Bull’s 4-year old granddaughter Jodi stole
everyone’s heart with her wonderful attitude and personality and she won, hands down, Bob Jones’
award for being the best traveler. When asked, she said she was enjoying her trip and the best thing
about Italy was “Pizza!”

“Seitoku Akamine was accompanied by his wife, Shizu, son Kurt and grandson. I’m sure one of the
highlights of this trip for them was the visit to Anzio Cemetery where they laid beautiful flowers on the
grave of Lt. Kurt Schemel. You see, their son Kurt was named after Lt. Schemel.




“The third Baker member who enjoyed the tour was Rikio Tsuda. When we visited the cemetery in
Florence, he was surprised to learn that a 3™ platoon member was resting there. Pvt. Noboru Moyoko,
who was one of the 3 KIAs near Castelpoggio; and at Netuno Cemetery, saw the name of 2LT Edward
Moran. Lt. Moran was Baker’s 3" Platoon leader when he was KIA in an artillery barrage just before
the battle of Lanuvio. Riki was happy that he was able to pay a floral tribute to the two men.

“Another tour member who had ties with Baker Company was Stuart Yamane, son of the late
Masakichi Yamane. Stuart is a producer/director for PBS, Channel 11, and is working on a
documentary of the trip.

“We visited many interesting places, especially in and around the old battlefields, and also experienced
some exciting events, but I will leave it up to Stanley Akita (C) to describe them for the PPP readers.

“Before signing off, however, I want to thank Barbara Nishioka, Takako Umamoto and Marie
Yoneshige for making the ribbon leis which the Hawaii veterans proudly wore during the various
activities in Pietrasanta.”

CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS via the internet by Warren Iwai

I took a moment to look at our flag pole at the clubhouse. Fluttering high on the top was our large
National colors and below it were smaller flags shaped like the boy's day koi. The seven smaller flags
represented the seven 100 Bn Medal of Honor recipients. 1 felt proud watching it and my eyes got a
little misty remembering that most of those guys are gone. One of them is our KAORU MOTO from
Maui.

Meeting: I predicted 20 members to be present for the May 15th meeting. 1 was wrong, we had 19
plus an associate member. The associate member being Takako Umamoto whom Tad needs to get
around on his wheels. Yoshio Anzai represented the Leeward Oahu and Chester Hada the windward
Oahu. Hiromi Suehiro reports that we will have a good turn out for the Co. "C" reunion. It will be on
Monday night in the California Hotel. He also reported that Ben Tagami is assisting the "Hanashi
group” who are trying to make a "documentary" on the 100 Bn action at Lanuvio, Italy. Ben wants to
get all those who saw action at Lanuvio (June 1-5, 1944) together so the Hanashi group can record
their experiences. The reunion planned by the first replacement group has been opened to the second
and third replacement groups. Contact Stanley Akita or Hiromi Suehiro if you are interested. After
the meeting was over Chinese noodles were served for lunch and when that was over Toshimi Sodetani
announced that today was his birthday and thanked the boys for helping him celebrate his 80th and
gave everyone a box of Hawaiian Host chocolate covered macadamia nuts.

Our recent visitor from the mainland was Bob Satoshi Sato from Mill Creek, WA. He was able to play
a round of golf with the Club 100 golfers at Hawaii Country Club. I hope he had an enjoyable round.
Minoru "Kako" Murakami passed away on Thursday May 11th. Our sincere condolences to his wife,
Lillian; son, Miles; daughters, Myra and Sharon; seven grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
"C" Chapter will be assisting the family by taking charge of the choba. The memorial service will be
beld at the Hosoi Mortuary on May 18th at 8:00 PM and the inurnment service will be at the Hawaii
State Cemetery in Kaneohe on May 19 at 11:00 AM.

In April, Bob Jones took a group on a battlefield tour of Italy and our "C" Chapter foreign
correspondent was with this group. Now here is the report of our correspondent, Stanley Akita:

BATTLEFIELD TOUR OF ITALY 2000

A group of about 15 100th and 442nd veterans was formed by Bob Jones for an Italian tour of the
battlefield. Total number of the group was about 40 people which included wives, children and
grandchildren of the vets. The largest family group belonged to Masaharu Saito a 100th Bn. vet who
had a total of 12 people. They were all descendants of Masa, his wife Carol and their son and
daughter and their children.

The group started in Honolulu. We flew to LA for an overnite stay at the Hacienda Hotel. At the
Hacienda we were greeted by three mainland fellow vets waiting to take us to see the monument in
LA. They were Sam Fujikawa, Ben Tagami and Mas Takahashi and his wife, Elma. We found out
that they volunteered their services thinking that some of us would like to see the monument. They
were right, we all piled into their cars and were taken to the monument. The monument was very
impressive especially at night. Despite the thousands of names on the monument it was very easy to
find your name with the help of a computer on site. My wife Yuki also found her brother's name. A
brother who at 19 left home for the mainland to further his education, got caught in the draft and



because of him being Japanese was sent to the 442nd Medics. He died during the Lost Bn. attack and
never got to get home alive.

A very sad incident occured while we were lined up to get our flight ticket for the Alitalia flight to
Italy. The Yotsuda’s a 100 Bn. Co. D vet couldn't find their passport. You can never board a plane out
of US without a passport. She opened all her suit cases, searched through her belongings and couldn't
find the passport. We all felt very sorry for them but-—--. Then, Bob Jones arranged for the two to fly
back to Honolulu. A few days later while in Italy, Bob Jones found out that she had the passport all
along. It was actually in her jewelry bag. The story goes that while she was searching for the passport
in LA, she knew she changed her purse while packing at home. She thought that the pp could have
been left accidentally in the purse. We all felt for them.

The flight to Milan was a very smooth flight. The flight took us over the Great Circle route. Ours flew
from LA northerly towards Nova Scotia then over Greenland to over parts of England over Paris to
Milano. Milano Airport happens to be about an hour’s drive from Milano city. We registered at the
Cavour Hotel. Being Saturday, I have made arrangements with my Italian friend from Turino which is
about an hour and a half drive from Milano to have dinner with Yuki and me. Mr. & Mrs Giancarlo
Graziosi and I met back in 1970 in Honolulu. I took them to my home and had sausage, cheese and
wine. I called my neighbor Lia Molari to act as an interpreter. Lia originally came from the back of
the boot of Italy from a place called Catholica.

WHEN YOURE IN ROME, YOU DO WHAT THE ROMANS DO. Based on that we had dinner on
the street in front of the ristorante. The weather was perfect and the dish of Osso Bucco with a good
wine was just what the doctor ordered. The weekend being Easter Sunday, they had to go home to be
with their family. They never changed at all in these 30 years—-a very thoughtful, gentle and kind
couple.

DO NOT GO TO ITALY ON AN EASTER WEEKEND--unless you're an Italian. Why? because--all
the shops are closed not to mention even the ristorante are closed. To top it off the Monday after the
Easter Sunday is a holiday. Everybody and his uncle was in town not to mention the cars. We did not
get to see some things in the itinerary due to the crowd.

Then on Monday--a holiday-- we headed south to Pisa. You wouldn't believe the miles and miles of
bumper to bumper traffic. The weather didn't help either—it was a rainy day. A normal leisure drive
takes about 4 to 5 hours to Pisa from Milan. That day it took us 7 and a half hours to Pisa. That
~ wasn'tall, the so called bus stops where you stop for rest rooms and-snacks?It was just total chaos.-

So far I haven't mentioned anything good about Italy, have I?-~well read on.
The hotel in Pisa the Jolly Hotel Cavalieri was situated directly across from the train station.

Today we met George Watanabe who is married to a very pretty Italian gal and they live in Livorno.
He is a former Hilo boy and how he landed in Italy?--don't ask me. He is so interested in the 100/442
that he has read books on our progress during the war and he knew a great deal if not more than us
about the 100/442. He seemed to be very knowledgeable about the area near Azzano—the Florida,
Georgia Hills area. He took us to a Camp Darby situated on the outskirts of Pisa a support type unit
where we met the other two buses of mainlanders. We all had lunch together at the camp (the army
didn't have funds to feed us so we all paid $3.00/person for the army mess)

After lunch we were taken to Pietrasanta, a fair sized town at the base of Georgia and Florida hills
area. After many, many, many speeches that unveiling of PFC Sadao Munemori's statue took place in
a park-like area in town which was purchased by an Italian by the name of Americo Bugliani who now
resides in Chicago and who at age nine was treated kindly by the AJA in the Pietrasanta area. It is a
life size statue and very nice. To me it felt real good to think that a foreign country people would
honor an AJA in such a manner. Some of us from the Hawaii group felt a little neglected that at least
one of us wasn't asked to participate in the unveiling. Guess that's the way the cookie crumbles.

That unveiling was a community event and hundreds of people gathered to witness the unveiling.

After the unveiling, the three busload of AJAs were treated to a gala dinner hosted by the community
leaders at a ristorante high in the hill where the buses had difficulty going up. Very good food and all
the wine you want.--—umbriago

The next day, George Watanabe and a public relation person of Camp Darby had arranged for a police
escort up to Mt Azzano. Why police escort?--the road to the top was so narrow that the police went
ahead of the bus to warn cars coming down the hill. The switch backs were so sharp that the bus had to
go back and forth a few time to be able to make the turn. He couldn't make it on one turn and that
happened at least at 5 to 6 turns. Finally reached the top. Cold mountain air blowing throughout the
pine trees, quiet but for occasional bird chirping, a place where you can lie down and dream all day.
This was the mountain hide-out for a group of men known as the Alpinis. The Alpinis was the group
of men from the area who knew the mountains and its trail so well that they guided American troops to



get to as close as possible to the Germans. I remember a few times that we had these guides we
referred to them as Partisans. These were mountain men whose name probably derived from the word
Alpine. At the top we were treated to a light snack and wine. There was a chill in the air so some of
us had the drink called Grappa a drink strong in alcohol. It sure warmed them up.

We were then escorted down to a place in town to the Alpinis clubhouse. Like the Club 100, the
Alpinis bought their own place, built their own clubhouse with kitchen facilities and meeting place.
Just like us in Hawaii.

Then at the back of the clubhouse at an open area, they spread out a parachute for shade set up tables
and chairs for us and we all bad a fantastic time together just eating, drinking and singing. I for one
felt very close to the Alpinis, being that we were about the same age, we went together through the
same wartime experience, and we understood each other despite our language barrier. They impressed
me as the rough and tumble type of men who at the same time are very kind and gentle. I assumed
that the word Alpini was the Italian version of Alpine.

Incidentally, the Hawaii group was the only ones to be entertained by the Alpinis. The two mainland
buses tried to get up Mt. Azzano on their own the day before but had to give up due to the
treacherously narrow road and sharp hairpin turns. They did not have a police escort’s help to warn
oncoming cars.

After a very entertaining afternoon, with our bellies filled with good food and wine, George Watanabe
guided us to view one of the most famous battlesite of the Italian Campaign-—HILL 140. Hill 140
looked like a perfectly shaped hill like an overturned rice bowl in a field surrounded by flat land.
George W. who researched the 100/442 progress thru Italy told us that it took us 4 days to take the hill.
That day, looking at 140 and its surrounding terrain, we wondered why it took 4 days to take the hill.
With a "Crack Troop" like the 100/442 it looked like all you needed was 2 days. ha ha

After miles and miles of commentary as to how we went from this hill to that hill and the distance
being so far apart, one veteran’s wife in the bus asked, "How did you guys go from here to there which
is so far?” One witty vet replied, "The bus took us there, right up to the Germans." and we all had a
good laugh. In reality, we walked, and we walked, and we walked. That is why we Infantrymen are
known as "Foot soldiers”. Up in the front line, the element of surprise is so important that we actually
sneak up on the enemy. That is why on occasion we get the help of the Partisan troops or the likes of
the Alpinis to guide us as close to the enemy as possible without being detected. To you wives, we
were not bused up to the front.

I'm mixing this up a little, the trip to the Leaning Tower was a little disappointing. The buses had to
park in a designated area and it was at least a little over a mile away. Doc Kawamoto, Bob Hirayama
and myself required the use of a cane on long walks. Also, today one can take the picture only from
one angle—-from the southwest looking northeast. At one time, you could walk all around the Tower.
There was a rumor, once upon a time, that the 232nd Engineers had plans to straighten the Tower.
Maybe they should have.

Then to Florence. Along the way to Florence, the bus guide cautioned us to be aware of the Gypsies.
We were informed that they were FAST-—REAL FAST. So that was it. We go to Florence we were
walking as a group. I was a few steps ahead, Bob Hirayama was just behind me about two steps, his
wife Evelyn next to him and Yuki next to Evelyn.. Along the way, I passed a Gypsy lady whose face
was half covered seemed like she was begging for money with her right hand out. As Bob passed her,
in a flash she pulled Bob's hand out of his pocket, she then stuck her other hand into his pocket and
pulled Bob's wallet out of his pocket. In the process the wallet fell to the ground. 1 happened to just
turn around and saw the entire action. It happened so fast within a second or two I had no time to
react. I saw the wallet on the ground and Evelyn quickly picked it up.—-thank God. But what surprised
me most was when I saw the Gypsy lady trying to pick up the wallet as tho it was hers. I really
couldn't believe what actually happened in that fraction of a second---she was fast. After that incident
whenever I see a Gypsy, I hold my cane in the middle just in case. One approached us after that. She
had a baby in her hand with a breast hanging out and a baby feeding on it. I told her "Andare Via" and
she left.

We were next to the church that sells leather goods and bought my daughter and son-in-law a leather
jacket. They live in Minnesota. The leather goods were very cheap. Cost was less than half of what it
costs in the US,

On to Sasseta where we had a good fight with the Germans. I had a vivid view of Sasseta in my mind
which happened 56 years ago. I remembered and saw almost the exact area where an artilleryman had
to jump over the wall to escape from the Germans. Also I saw the place we all sat with our backs to
the wall resting after the battle. It brought a little tear to my eyes. When I saw the wall I could
practically picture the guys sitting there. Our tour was going from north to south so since Sasseta was
north of Belvedere, this time we were headed toward Belvedere. It was a very narrow and winding



road and it was quite a ways from Belvedere to Sasseta. I couldn't believedwe walked that far all night
after Belvedere to Sasseta.

To me Belvedere was a surprise. It wasn't just a hill that I thought we attacked but Belvedere was
situated atop a large mountain. Again, the road to Belvedere was so narrow that the bus driver had to
give up going to the top. It was sort of a disappointment for me for I thought 1 had a pretty vivid
picture of Belvedere in my mind. Well, at least I know what it looks like in my mind.

Then on to Anzio to the immaculately kept cemetery to visit Jack Johnson’s grave site. Passing by
Anzio Beach area, you can still see the devastation here and there. We all know how Anzio was then—
farming community with homes just here and there which we occupied. You won’t be able to
recognize Anzio today. There are hundreds of homes and small communities all over. It was so
overcast that we couldn’t see the mountains that surrounded Anzio. Remember we could see the town
of Velletri and Cisterna on the mountainside? Well the overcast just erased it all. But you all must
remember the Anzio Express a 16 inch cannon mounted on a railroad car which fired a few rounds
every night at Anzio Beachhead just from outside Rome which was about 25 miles away. And the
nightly German air raid on Anzio where the tracer bullets made it seem like the 4th of July. They were
the days that sticks in your mind as clear as tho it happened only yesterday.

I'll skip Terracina a one night stand which like Waikiki is a resort town right on the beach.

On to Cassino to the Forum Palace Hotel. This hotel is built directly below at the base of the
Monastery. The road to the Monastery is fairly wide but very winding. It’s quite a ways to the top.
Looking down the steep slope, I couldn't imagine how the 100th or any body else could make it up to
the top. We were guided to the stained glass window that the 100th donated and the guide pointing to
our stained glass said that that was donated by a British unit. So Bob Jones got one of the boy’s cap
and convinced her that it was our donation.

After the Monastery we went down to visit the monument erected by an Italian living near Bruyeres,
France by the name of Jean Bianchetti. That monument was erected very near a bridge that spans the
Rapido River. While there an Italian comes rushing over and tells us he knows Bianchetti well. He
was a young lad during the war and remembered that the 'japonese soldat’ was on one side and the
Germans on the other side. 'the japonese soldat' must have been the 100th. At a nearby parking lot, an
Italian came to show us the Book written by John Tsukano "Bridge of Love". He insisted that we all
sign our name by our picture which we did. Someone mentioned Wine and he was ready to get some
but we did not have much time so we talked him out of it. We felt that for John Tsukano to give that
person the book he could be a 'big shot' within the town. So, if he knew that we were coming this
meeting could have been gala reception.—-—maybe.

After all that book signing, Stanley Hamamura of HQ 100th insisted we go to the area the 100th
attacked the Monastery hill. Facing the Monastery looking north, it was on the right side. That is the
area where the 100th encountered a 12 fi. wall during the attack. They called for an artillery smoke
cover so they could go over the wall under cover. They got the smoke cover but the wind blew it
away. This was about the only area of combat which is not developed with farms and homes. The
slope seems as tho nothing has happened to this day. To actually see the hill we heard the boys talk
about at the clubhouse--I must say 'I take my hat off to you guys’. Thanks Hamamura for showing that
area.

The Quirinale Hotel in Rome. This hotel was in a very good location. Right in the middle of
shopping. However I think it was built by the Romans. Very ancient and built with the castle in mind.
Very high ceiling and a ballroom-like lounge. It is probably like the Royal Hawaiian. Very old but
elegant. The rooms were very spacious. I liked it.

Homeward Bound—-We were in all 22hours flying or waiting before we reached home.—-whew

At Rome 4am wake up call--lv Rome @ 7am to Milano—<(Wed)

Lv Milano @ 10:25-—-direct flight to LA

Ready to depart LA @ 5:25--DELAYED DUE TO ENGINE TROUBLE

Finally left LA @ 11:00

Arrived home at 2:00am Thurs. morn

AFTER GETTING UP AT 4AM IN ROME, IT TOOK US ABOUT 22 HOURS TO GET HOME
FROM ITALY. ACTUALLY 24 HRS BY THE TIME WE WENT TO BED AT 4AM HAWAII
TIME-WHEW!!!!!

I'd like to make one comment about a family who was part of the tour. A 100th Bn vet, Masaharu
"Bull" Saito of Wahiawa and a very active Rural Chapter member has a contingency of 12 in our tour.
The youngest member of the Saito "Clan" was 4yrs old Jodi who happened to be a fantastic traveler.
Very cheerful, always laughing and talks to everyone. She won the prize as the "Best Traveler"
amongst us. Good for you Jodi.

FINAL COMMENT-—-My observation of this group is, despite the 'Scrounging around for ristorante'
or the Bumper to Bumper' traffic which actually was minor we all enjoyed the trip immensely. As for
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me, looking at Hill 140, driving thru Sasseta, and driving thru areas we fought was a thrill in itself.
Witnessing the unveiling of PFC Munemori's statue was a highlight in itself. To think that a small
town half way around the world would be so thankful. For me, one of the most memorable time of my
life was to eat, drink and sing along with the Alpinis whom I felt at that time as being treated like I
was one of them. Putting it all together, Yuki and I enjoyed it very much, our last trip to Italy. Lastly,
the members in this tour group, most of whom didn't know each other when it started got along very
well and ended up all being friends in the first name bases. Thank you all for being such pleasant
traveling companions. And "Thank You" too Bob Jones.

NEXT MEETING will be on JUNE 12 (second Monday). LUNCH WILL BE SERVED!

RURAL CHAPTER CHATTER (via the internet) by Ted M. Hamasu

Gothic Line Battlefields Tour by Ben and Corey Johnson, Edited by Diane Saito (Diane is daughter of
Masaharu “Bull” Saito. Ben and Corey are her twin sons.)

On our stop over in Los Angeles, we were taken to the "Go For Broke Monument" in Little Tokyo by
the Tagami family. The veterans found their names on the computer database of the monument. Many
made rubbings of their names as well as the names of friends and relatives.

Our trip started off in Milan, where we did some sightseeing, including a visit to the Milan Duomo, the
second largest Christian church in Italy. Along the way, we saw a fancy McDonald’s and La Scala

Opera House.

In Florence, we took a tour of the town, including the only bridge spared during the war. At Florence’s
Duomo, Bobby Hirayama had his pocket picked by a Gypsy. Fortunately, he was faster than she was
when he grabbed her camouflage and she dropped his wallet. After that incident, everyone was wary
of the Gypsies.

The unveiling of the monument dedicated to Pfc. Sadao "Spud” Munemori was the highlight of the
trip. Munemori was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor. On April 5, 1945, Munemori single-
handedly destroyed two machine gun nests with grenades, killed three machine-gunners and wounded
two others. He then sacrificed his own life by throwing his body onto a grenade in order to save two of
his fellow soldiers.

The following day, we were invited to a party by the Alpini soldiers of Italy. These soldiers were
partisans during the war, and were impressed at how skilled the 100/442 were in the Italian Alps even
though they were not specifically trained to be mountain fighters. The Polizia led our tour bus up to a
small mountain town called Azzano, which lies in the shadow of the peaks where the Gothic Line once
stood. At the town church, the Alpini blessed the 100/442, and honored their fallen comrades. They
also presented several tokens of appreciation for us to bring back to Hawaii. At the party, we feasted
on various Italian delicacies, including lardo, a delicacy of salted bacon fat. The Alpini showed us a
grand time as they began singing for us (with accordion accompaniment by the church priest). At the
end of the party, the Alpini presented Stanley Izumigawa with an Italian flag to hang in the Club 100
clubhouse.

After an overnight stay in Terracina, we traveled to the graveyard at Anzio. There we saw the resting
places of Maj. Jack Johnson, a UH football star who was well loved in Hawaii, and Lt. Kurt Schemel.
Seitoku and Shizuko Akamine shared their stories of Kurt. They named their oldest son after the
lieutenant.

We visited the Abbey at Monte Cassino, where some of the war’s most fierce fighting took place. At
the Abbey, we were fortunate enough to see the beautiful pastel stained glass window donated by the
100th Battalion. The window depicts an angel with the 100th Battalion shield above its head. The
guide erroneously credited the British with the gift, but Bob Jones quickly corrected her. He explained
that our guide probably got the wrong scoop from guide school.

We later went on to see many other battle sites like Belvedere where the Battalion received one of 3
Presidential unit citations. We heard remarkable stories of the boys scaling a vertical mountain face
that the Germans thought was an impossibility. The troops congregated and ambushed the Germans,
whose machine guns were trained to the sloped side of the hill where they believed the attack would
come from. George Watanabe, who retired from work at Camp Darby in Italy a few years ago,
showed us Hill 140, where many of the boys first met with the Germans. Later we went to a Buddhist
Monastery in the same building that Sgt. Koichi Koda fought room to room and died receiving the
Distinguished Service Cross. It was kind of ironic that a former Gestapo headquarters is now a

Monastery.
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At the suggestion of our wonderful third-generation bus driver Cesare, we saw some of Tivoli’s
wondrous sights. We spent the remaining days of the tour in the Eternal City. Our morning city tour
ended in the Vatican City where guys like "Doc" Shigeo Kawamoto were blessed by Pope Pious XIV
at the end of the war. The rest of our day was free so we fought the crowds and took in the Sistine

Chapel.

We left Rome on an early morning flight to Milan, then went to LA. We encountered some delays and
finally returned home to Hawaii some 30 or so hours later. Although the trip was fun, it was nice to be
home, even though mom made us go to school the day after we got back.

MAUI CHAPTER NEWS by Tom Nagata

This is a reminder to Maui Chapter members who are paying their membership dues annually.
Effective July 1, the annual dues will rise from $5 to $10 and life membership will rise from $50 to
$100, so if you wish to convert your annual dues to life membership before July 1, send me the $45.00
since you have already paid the $5 for this year. The deadline is July 1. Your Maui Chapter dues
remains the same.

Maui Chapter members salute the late Kaoru Moto upon his upgrade of his DSC medal to the Medal of
Honor. We extend congratulations to Mrs. Violet Moto, son Brian, and to the rest of the Moto family.
Karou was Maui Chapter President in 1974 and 1975. He passed away in August 1992 and he is
inurned at Punchbowl columbarium, Honolulu. We also salute the 20 Asian Americans that received
the Medal of Honor with Kaoru.

Our Mothers’ Day luncheon was held at the Asian Cuisine and Sports Bar Restaurant, Kahului, on
Tuesday, May 16. Satoji Arisumi, chairman, did a great job planning for this major social event, and
he was ably assisted by his wife, Ann, who prepared all the plant table decorations and served the
Mothers’ Day cake after lunch. She was in turn assisted by Mrs. Edwin Nakashima and Mrs. Arthur
Shinyama. Wataru Kaneshina blessed the food and a moment of silence was observed in memory of
former Maui Chapter Minoru Murakami who passed away on May 11, at age 82. We all extend our
deepestsympathy to Mrs. Lillian Murakami and family. Chapter President Stanley Izumigawa
thanked Satoji Arisumi and wife Ann for their hard work in preparing for this luncheon and mentioned
about his recent trip to Europe with Bob Jones. Bingo games were played after lunch with Masao Sato
and Akira Ishikawa in charge.

Our next social will be on July 7, Friday. A potluck dinner with Groups 1 and 2 in charge at the
Kahului County Parks CC.

Stanley Izumigawa figured that no one else would write about the tour to Italy with Bob Jones, so he
did.
GOTHIC BATTLEFIED TOUR

By
Stan Izumigawa (A/Maui)

Twelve veterans, accompanied by family members and others for a total party of 41 embarked on the
April 20-May 3 tour escorted by Bob Jones. Six of the vets were from the 100™: Rikio Tsuda (B),
Masaharu Saito (B), Seitoku Akamine (B), Stanley Akita (C), Stanley Izumigawa (A), and Stanley
Hamamura (Hdqtrs); from the 442™: George Kawakami (F), Robert Hirayama (K), Alexander Oka
(Ser) and Herbert Akamine (Med); and two from the 232™: Mitsuo Honda and Shigeo “Doc”
Kawamoto.

George Watanabe, formerly of Hilo, (and wife Gracie of Italy) who resides in Livorno and works near
Camp Darby, was our battlefield guide for several days, accompanying the group until Cassino.
Between George and Bob Jones they provided much historical and anecdotal information relating to
the sites visited.

During lunch at Camp Darby we met up with the two-busload contingent of mainland 100" and 442™
veterans and spouses, etc. In the lunch line Hiro Nishikubo (L) and wife Mary Wakamatsu and I
found ourselves next to Medal of Honor recipient former Lt. Baker of the 92° Division and had a
chance to chat. We found him modest and likable.

That afternoon, both the Hawaii and mainland groups were together for the Pictrasanta ceremonies and
unveiling of the monument in the image of the 100™s Medal of Honor awardee Sadao “Spud”
Munemori on Liberation Day, April 25. Dr. Amerigo Bugliani, who was the driving force behind this
endeavor was among the dignitaries speaking. Jim Asao (my apologies if I don’t have the name right)

r ?
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who represented the 100™ and 442™ was a real pro in his remarks. Yaeko Yokoyama of Honolulu,
Spud Munemori’s sister, was simply superb and did us all proud in acknowledging the Italian
community. She concluded with a rousing “VIVA ITALIA!” It was a hurriedly put together last
minute matter, but four Nisei veterans did the unveiling. Appropriately, as it turned out, one of the
four was Tokuji Yoshihashi (the latest lifetime member as of the May Issue) who was in “A”
Company with Spud Munemori. There were a goodly number of residents in attendance and the
program concluded with the Italian and US national anthems. Before leaving, I made it a point to
commend the GI’s who did sterling duty as color guards. That evening we were all treated to a
banquet hosted by the city of Pietrasanta, and surprisingly, there were no speeches as such.

The next day our bus wound its way up a tortuous, narrow road to a church above and beyond the
village of Azzano, almost directly across the valley from Mt. Folgorito, which was taken by “L”
Company after a steep nighttime climb. During the drive also there was a clear view of the lower peak
called Georgia which “A” Company secured in half an hour with several wounded and four killed,
including Spud Munemori. Also visible a little further up were the Ohio ridges where “B” and “C”
Companies did battle and where four Thunderbolt fighter planes rocketed and strafed enemy bunkers.
The whole ridge was blasted free of vegetation back then, but is now covered with brushy growth.
This portion of the tour had been arranged with the assistance of the Italian Alpine veterans’ group of
the area. After a brief service in the church, they presented Silver Star medalist Rikio Tsuda an award.
For me, personally, Georgia Hill is one of the few places in Italy and France that I can pinpoint exactly
where we were, and since Spud Munemori was a good friend, gazing at the site was more emotional
than I let on.

The Alpine Veterans then took us to lunch were they serenaded us with songs, including two
renditions of O Sole Mio which was Spud’s (he loved to sing) favorite song. In conclusion, they
presented us with an Italian flag to take back to our clubhouse. They were so gracious that Bob Jones
was moved to commend them on their hospitality. Interaction with them would have been great but
the language barrier precluded that. Still there was much sign of aloha all around.

The next site on the tour was the Hill 140 area around which the 2™ Battalion fought for four days and
the castle building (now a monastery) where Kiichi Koda of “A” earned a DSC and was killed. We
also stopped along the way to meet an Italian tailor who, as a twenty-two year old, had found and
treated with wine a head-wounded AJA Lieutenant.

On Friday, April 28, we went through the lone thru street in Sassetta where I think I spotted the bar we
slept in. The bus just could not negotiate a hairpin curve so we could not visit Belvedere, where the
100™ scored a major victory, a victory needed after the suffering at Cassino. We had driven through
Livorno and further south through Anzio, both on the seacoast. There are no familiar landmarks in
Anzio, the Mussolini Canal having been covered up. The completely destroyed towns of Cisterna and
Littoria, both of which were never rebuilt, and the Alban Hills were not on the itinerary, so the next
stop was Cassino.

Morning saw Cassino shrouded in fog, but by early afiernoon on the way down from the mountaintop
abbey, the Castle Hill area where “C” Company engaged the enemy and where Masao Awakuni
destroyed a “tank™ were clearly visible. The ruined fort on Castle Hill which was still there in 94 is no
more. Some sort of construction is taking place where it was. Later in the afternoon we saw the
general area of the flooded flats and smokescreens where many casualties were incurred and the
hillside traversed on the way to Castle Hill.

There is a certain satisfaction in viewing terrain we tramped through a half century ago but there is
also some fascination and awe. Were we really here? It looks so different somehow. And yet...I
know.

In the course of the tour various veterans shared some of their personal experiences. Stanley Akita
talked about what it was like at Anzio; Rikio Tsuda’s account of action at Belvedere was read by Bob
Jones; Herbert Akamine recounted rescues as a medic near Hill 140; Stanley Hamamura traced the
100%s route in Cassino, Stan Izumigawa reviewed some of what occurred at Georgia Hill and Mt.
Folgorito; Seitoku Akamine explained about Major Jack Johnson at Nettuno Cemetery; Mits Honda
credited the combat infantry guys; Alex Oka provided some historical insights, and “Doc” Kawamoto
about 232™ activities (he also sang on the bus).

In the interest of brevity, there is much I left out including items relating to the young people and
spouses, etc., on the tour, the tourist, rest and food stops, the weather, long walks, shopping,
fellowship, hotels, sights, etc. I do need, though, to comment about the exemplary behavior of the
youngsters in the group, and of four year old Jodi Saito, granddaughter of Masaharu, who garnered the
admiration of all. She never once whined or complained. It was a great trip and I’m sure we’ll all be
looking forward to Stuart Yamane’s documentary on public TV, and maybe even a trip to Southern
France and Bruyeres? Aloha!
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DOG CHAPTER NEWS by Helen Nikaido

Have you seen the latest TV commercial that Ben and Gloria Tamashiro are doing for the Hearing Aid
Center? It’s cute. Gloria doesn’t have to repeat herself when she talks to Ben and he doesn’t have to
ask her “Huh? Huh?”

Mary Hamasaki left for Phoenix on April 19 for a month, visiting friends and relatives.

Ed and Kay Harada and I were in Las Vegas on May 1* to get back our losses, but never happened.
We had fun, though. At the California Hotel Casino, I met Sonsei and Elaine Nakamura, Kiyoshi and
Alice Kami with his retired HECO golf guys. They golfed two days and the temperature was 97 and
99 degrees. It really was hot. Met a couple from A Company, too.

The next Dog Chapter meeting will be in July as many will be on a trip in June. The Hosaka’s and
Mitsunaga’s will be going to the 58™ Anniversary Celebration in Las Vegas. The Teraoka’s will also
be going to the mainland.

HAWAII CHAPTER NEWS by Jimmy Maeda

James Hajime Nagoshi of Pepeckeo, Hawaii died on April 14, 2000 at the age of 85, due to illness.
Jimmy was born in Pahoa, Puna in 1914. Funeral service was held at Hilo Coast United Church of
Christ on April 19. Twenty one members of Hawaii Chapter stood as honor guard at Jimmy's service.
Our prayer of condolence to Shizue Nagoshi, wife, and other relatives. We thank Shizue for caring for
Jimmy during his two years illness. Can you picture people living in Pahoa back in 1914 when
transportation to Hilo was by train and buggy?

Hawaii Chapter ladies luncheon on April 27 was well attended by members and ladies. Pat Pavao,
director, Veterans Center, State of Hawaii, for this island was the speaker. Pat urged veterans who
have never gone to the local veterans center to give them a visit. The office needs more head counts to
continue having the service on this island.

Pat announced that both the Federal and State Veteran centers have moved their offices on the ground
of Tripler General Hospital. Veterans going to the center on Oahu can ride the shuttle from the

“Honolulu Airport or the Federal Building down town Honolulu. For the return trip the shuttle will be
available. They now have a regular schedule for the shuttle transportation.

The Year 2000 AJA Veterans Council Fourth of July get together will be held on Tues. July 4, at the
AJA Veterans Memorial Hall on Haihai Street. It will be a luncheon gathering. Members of the Sons
& Daughters are invited to the function.

The oldsters welcome the young. Other details will be furnished to you by your team captains. Club
members will set the tables, chairs and find the speaker.

DEBT OF HONOR: Twenty-one Asian American World War II heroes were recognized recently for
their heroism and were nominated for the Medal of Honor. It took them more than 50 years to receive
this upgrade from the Distinguished Service Cross. Seven veterans are still alive. They are as follows:

Shizuya Hayashi , Pvt., CO A., 100" Inf Bn. (Pearl City, Oahu)

Yeiki Kobashigawa, 2™ Lt., Co B., 100® Inf. Bn. (Waianae, Oahu)

Yukio Okutsu, Tech. Sgt., Co. F., 42" RCT (Hilo, Hawaii)

Daniel K. Inouye, 1. Lt., Co. E., 4427 RCT (Honolulu, Hawaii), U.S. Senator
Barney Hajiro, Pfc., Co. I, 442" RCT (Waipahu, Hawaii)

George Sakato, Pvt., Co. F, 442" RCT (Denver, Colorado)

Rudolph Davila, Staff Sgt., 7" Inf., 3™ Army (Vista, California)

The deceased honorees are as follows:
Francis Brown Wai, Capt., 34" Division, KIA
Robert Kuroda, Staff Sgt, Company H., 442™ RCT, KIA
Frank Ono, PFC, Company G., 442™ RCT
Kaoru Moto, PFC, Company C., 100" Bn,
Kiyoshi Muranaga, PFC, Company F., 2 Bn.,, 442" RCT, KIA
Masato “Curly” Nakae, PFC, Company A, 100% Bn
Shinyei Nakamine, Pvt., Company B., 100" Bn., KIA
Joe Hayashi, Pvt., Company K., 442" RCT, KIA
William Nakamura, PFC, Company G., 2 Bn, 442™ RCT
Allan Ohata, Staff Sgt., Company B., 100” Bn
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Mikio Hasemoto, Pvt., Company B., 100th Bn, KIA

Kazuo Otani, StaﬁSgt Company G 2™ Bn., 442" RCT, KIA
Joe Nishimoto, PFC, Company G., 442"‘l RCT, KIA

Ted Tanouye, Tech Sgt., Company K, 442" RCT, KIA

F COMPANY NEWS by Kenneth M. Higa

The “news” of the century! Finally, twenty-one Asian Americans will receive the nation’s hlghest
award—the Medal of Honor, for their wartime valor. Of the 21 heroes, seven are from the 100%, They
are as follows: The living—Shizuya Hayashi of A Company and Yeiki Kobashigawa of B Company;
the postwar decedents—Masato “Curly” Nakae of A Company, Allan Ohata of B Company, and Kaoru
Moto of C Company, and the KIA’s—Mikio Hasemoto and Shinyei Nakamine of B Company.

Graduation: Derek Tengan, eldest son of Jo Ann and Lester Tengan, graduated from USC with a
degree in Pharmacy. Derek is the grandson of Ethel and Charles Nishimura, Too bad Ethel was
slightly under the weather, so they couldn’t attend their first grandson’s graduation. We extend hearty
congratulations to Derek.

Sick Bay: Sylvia Kawahara, F Company’s Irish songbird of Florida, underwent quadruple heart by-
pass surgery. We were glad to hear that she is well on the road to recovery. Guess it must be due to
the TLC from Oswald. Hope they will be able to attend F Company’s reunion in August.

Taps: We were deeply saddened by the loss of another Fox Clan member. Tadao Honbo, a retired
electrical supervisor for the Board of Water Supply, passed away on May 1, 2000. He was the younger
brother of Roy Honbo of Headquarters Company. His sister is Sue Kondo, widow of Bob Masayuki
Kondo of Dog Company. Tadao served as a rifleman in the second platoon and when F Company was
inactivated, he was transferred to C Company. It was nice to see several members and wives at the
private service held at the Soto Mission of Hawaii. Our deepest sympathies to the Honbo family and
relatives for the loss of one so dear to them. May he rest in peace.

Fox Company Reunion: Prexy Charles Nishimura is anxiously waiting to hear from the Hawaii
coordinator as to how many are coming to the reunion. Kauai, Maui and Oahu members have
responded, but we would still want to hear from those who are undecided. Join the gang for another
gathering of the Foxes and have fun and good eating.

DIS AND BAT by Ray Nosaka
v, June- 18 therfollewmg people will be atrbome ona “fnendly skles” plane to attend the 58™

then' return. ﬂaght to visit the “Go For Broke_«menument and the YA National Museum: -Included in the
group are: Richard and-Mildred Hosaka, Shigeru and Fumi Inouye, Clinton Inouye, Warren and Betty
Iwai, Matsue Furushima, Dorothy Kikuchi, Toshimitsu and Teshiko Kondo, Betty ‘Ajitomi, Harriet
Nakamura, Clara Katekaru; Fusako Murai, Nancy Nakamura, Kentoku Nakasone, Jean Obara, Elsie
Oshita, Helen and Tadao Seo, Hiroshi Shimazu, Leighton (Goro) and Gladys Sumida, Seiji and Kinuye
Tanigawa, Carl Tonaki, Jane Tenaki, Shigeru and Mieko Tsubota, Thomas and Miyako Tsubota,
Shigeru and Kazuko Ushijima, Marie Yoneshlge, Ken and Florence -Mitsunaga, -Edwin- and Helen
Nakashima, and Ray and Aki Nosaka.

A capacity crowd is expected to fill the Ohana Room at the California Hotel. Mr. Mike O’Callaghan,
former governor of Nevada, will be the keynote speaker. The banquet program Co-Chairs, Kazuto
Shimizu and Tommy Nishioka are doing a great job, with special thanks to our Executive Secretary,
Drusilla Tanaka who has spent many sleepless nights working out the details.

This year being the year of the “Dragon,” I am going to really splurge! I might even play the quarter
machine—that is up to ten dollars! I might even graduate from the nickel machines. But if you see me
walking around with my hands in my pockets, that means the dragon is not bringing me any luck!
Perhaps I should just wait until a casino is built on Rabbit Island. Somehow I can picture a beautiful
hotel/casino built on that island. (Another one of my dreams!)

Honorary Member Bob Jones sent this item in long before the PPP deadline and he was the first to
submit an article about the tour to Pietrasanta, Italy. So, Bob, you have the last word in this issue!
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A display board of Bob Jones's photos of 100/442 members on the "Gothic Line 2000" Italy trip is on
display in the clubhouse.

ITALY 2000 TRIP REPORT
By Honorary member Bob Jones

Some things are so special that you wonder if there is divine intervention. Vets of the 100th and
442nd and spouses and children and grandchildren did a 14-day trip through Italy to trace the Gothic
Line battlefields plus Monte Cassino, and the military cemetaries at Florence and Nettuno (near
Anzio). Lt. Col. Steve Stockman, commander of Camp Darby, near Pisa, received three bus-loads of
vets (our Hawaii gang plus the Mainland contingent) at the base theater and then hosted them for
lunch. He presented the Club 100 with a special Camp Darby medal.

The centerpiece of the trip was the ceremony and unveiling at Pietrasanta of the life-sized bronze
statue of PFC Sadao Munemori (100th Bn/MOH) set on a four-foot-high block of white Massa marble.
Sadao's sister, Yeiko Yokoyama, sat on the stage with medal of honor recipient Vernon Baker,
Southern Europe Task Force commander Maj. Gen. Paul Mikaloshek, and Italian dignataries. She was
presented with a box containing earth from the exact spot where her brother threw himself on a
grenade to save the life of two of his comrades.

I'm moved by the fact that Italy is a nation of history and statuary and hundreds of years from now the
kin of Sadao Munemori will be able to go to this town and see him in the context of Caesars, and the
great personages of Italian history.

The ceremony had endless speeches, no water, and no toilets. It lasted two hours. Our gang doesn't do
too well two hours in the sun with no water and with no toilets. Some of our men were seen
disappearing behind nearby houses. The women just gritted their teeth and suffered through it. Their
generational culture didn't seem to allow a "European relief.”

The city fathers of Pietrasanta hosted all of us at dinner that night at the huge Grappo d'Oro restaurant
in the hills, and what a grand eating and endless drinking experience it was! Shigeo "Doc"” Kawamoto
sang us Hawaii folks to sleep on the bus trip back to Pisa at midnight.

——-The next day was to be engraved in our memory. The Mainland group had tried to drive up to
Azzano, scene of the Munemori sacrifice and the fight for hills Georgia, Florida, Ohio, and Mt.
Folgarito. No luck. The road was too winding and narrow. But we had the help of George Watanabe,
Hilo High '53, historian, and civilian employee at Livorno. He enlisted the Azzano authorities and the
mayor and council members, and police escorts met us, closed the mountain road, and escorted our
bus to Azzano for an in-your-face viewing of the batile hills, snacks and grappa, and then a very
moving church service atop the mountain to honor those who died. Club 100 member Seitoku
Akamine and his wife Shizuko made an on-the-spot donation to the church. The service was hosted by
the Alpini, the veterans of the Italian Alpine Corps.

Then the Alpini took us to lunch. Lunch, and drinks, and songs that went on forever. Club 100
member Stanley Akita joined in singing Italian songs he remembered from 55 years ago! I
represented the Club 100 and 442™ at the head table, which meant I had to eat the "special" food -
lardo, strips of pig fat. Sort of bacon without any of the meat. They kept insisting I eat more, and I did
-- all for the honor the the One Puka Puka!!

We'll never forget that long, long afternoon with the Alpini and how much they truly love the vets and
could not do enough for them. Only the Hawaii group was so honored, not the Mainland people who
had come with Chase Travel Agency, and for that we owe much gratitude to George Watanabe and his
wife, Gracie. Stuart Yamane and his wife Anne shot video for a PBS documentary to be aired later,
and they were almost speechless about the emotion of that meeting. Stuart's father served with the
100th Battalion. He was Masakichi Yamane.

We put flowers at the graves of all 12 members of the 100th Battalion and 442nd RCT buried at the
Florence cemetery, and at the graves of Maj. John Johnson and Lt. Kurt Schemmel at the Nettuno
Cemetery. Shizuko Akamine gave a moving talk about how she and husband Seitoku had agreed to
name their first-born son Kurt, in honor of that fallen officer. Kurt Akamine accompanied the group.

Our thanks to Col. Ron Grosso, head of the Italy-France American Battlefield Monuments
Commission in Rome for making our cemetery visits so perfect.

Monte Cassino had an added joy for all of us. We hired a very good guide to take us into the off-
limits-to-general-tourists chapel and we wanted to see the stained-glass window donated by a French
woman in honor of the 100th Battalion. When we came to the pane, the guide said "this is a window
donated by an English woman to honor the English forces who fought here.” We loudly pointed out
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that the insignia of the Hawaiian helmet and the taro leaf with lightning strike belongs to only one unit
— the One Puka Puka! She was very grateful for the correction and said she would inform the Abbey

guides of the error.

We visited nearby San'Angelo, where the French erected a monument and plaque honoring the 100th
Battalion for their heroism at Cassino. We met an elderly Frenchman who remembered the men, and
another man who had an autographed copy of John Tsukano's book. All of our boys circled their
pictures in the book and signed their names. What an historic souvenir!! And it only happened
because Nancy Akamine needed to use a bathroom at a home in the town and the word quickly spread
"Nisei here..."

Doc Kawamoto, Rikio Tsuda, Stan Akita, Stan Izumigawa, Herbert Akamine, and Stanley Hamamura
told us very moving accounts of their recollections of those horrible combat times. Hamamura's son
Wes was on this trip. So was Doc's daughter Kathy, and Masa Saito's son David and grandchildren
Stephen (8) and Jodi (4).

I think it's important that the youngest kids start building a memory of what was done by their
granddads so long ago.

Thanks, guys, for letting me take you back. I'll never, ever forget you.

4 IN MEMORIAM
o))

James Nagoshi (C/Hawaii)
April 16, 2000

Kotaro Roy Nakamine (C/Mainland)
May 8, 2000

Francis Gora (B)
May 9, 2000

Minoru Murakami (C/Maui)
May 11, 2000

May they rest in peace.

The Club 100 Ohana extends deepest sympathy to their families.

HAWAIl HISTORY DAY COMPETITION: The Sons and Daughters of the 100™ Infantry
Battalion once again provided special prizes for projects on the AJA experience during WWII. S&D
Judges Steve Takushi, Evelyn Honda, Avin Oshiro, Barry Nakamura, Clay Kamiya, Drusilla Tanaka
and Nisei Judges Martin Tohara (D) and Don and Kimi Matsuda (A) reviewed research papers, display
boards, video-documentaries, and performances on Saturday, April 22, at the University of Hawaii.
Congratulations to the following students who received special prizes from the S&D: Whitney
Nekoba of Waiakea Intermediate School; Andrea Hiura of Aiea High School; Ashley Visaya and
Kory Ikeda of Waialua High and Intermediate School; Mia Goldblatt and Krista Kiyosaki of Jolani
School; Alex Lee and Deanne Dexter of Kapunahala Elementary School, and Keith Bondaug, Jr.
and Dustin Kotaki of Hilo High School.

ri’s photo.on-a display board about
the GI Bﬂl Man Matsuda Lawrence‘"’i”s' a professor at ﬂeorgetown Umversnty School of Law and
speaahzesmcml rights.and mmontyissues B
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CLUB 100 CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JUNE 2000

ABLE......irirrrrenrineneenns Saturday, June 24........cccecevrruerenene Ba.mM.. v Lounge
BAKER........covvrrirecrranne Saturday, June 17........coovvvvevvennnes 1P e Lounge
CHARLIE .......coeercrcnnnae Monday, June 12.........coceerremnncne 10 am.....eerrnneee Board Room
BOARD......urerriirrnnen. Friday, June 9.......ucvvcceennnnnen. 10am......ovveennee. Board Room
S&D BOARD........courernn... Friday, June 16........coceeeerereuscenneene V4 X T Board Room
GREEN THUMB................ Monday, June5..........ovcreieninenas LU | F Lounge
KARAOKE FUN NITE........ Friday, June 9 6 p.m.. Turner Hall
MEMORIAL SERVICE COMMITTEE...Monday, July 10 .....c..... 10 am. ... Board Room
CLUBHOUSE CLEAN UP DAY 8:30 A.M.....SATURDAY, JUNE 3

HELP WANTED: Editor-in-Chief, Puka Puka Parade. Long hours, no pay, but lots of fringe
benefits, such as letters of praise and gratitude from an appreciative and faithful readership,
and your own space in which to rant or rave every month. Interested applicants, please
contact Don Matsuda at 946-0272 for a complete job description. Note: The Editor no longer
has to type, proofread, or duplicate the newsletter.

The Office will be closed in the afternoon of Monday, May 29, so that the Executive Secretary can
deliver the flags to the Governor’s Memorial Day Service at the State Veterans’ Cemetery in Kaneohe,
but the clubhouse and lounge will be open as usual.

The clubhouse office will be closed from June 19 through 28 while the Executive Secretary is in Las
Vegas for the 58" Anniversary Celebration. She will be on vacation immediately following the 5™t
Anniversary Celebration in Las Vegas and will return to her duties in the office on June 29.

The Office will be closed on Tuesday, July 4, in observance of the Fourth of July Independence Day
Holiday, but the clubhouse and lounge will be open as usual.

Deadline for articles for the July 2000 issue is Tuesday, June 27, 2000, to allow the reporters to write

______up their tales about the 58™ Anniversary Celebration in Las Vegas and for family members to write

about the conferring of the Medals of Honor in Washington, D.C. (Yes, we want to read your first-
hand eye-witness accounts! We promise to include everything received by the deadline.) E-mail
articles to sillanstan@aol.com or fax to (808) 946-0273.

The PukaPuka Parade collating will be on Thursday, July 6, at 8:30 a.m. Baker and Rural Chapters
are responsible for providing the manpower and refreshments, but everyone else is welcome to help.
Please note this change in the collating and mailing schedule.
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