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NORTHEBN ISLANDS SURVEY COMPLETED

The two-hundred residents of the isolated Northern Mariana Islands
were found to be in good health by a field trip survey party which
visited five islands last week to chetk on the efforts of Typhoon Jean,

The 25-member survey group dispatched by Marianas District Adminis-
trator Peter T. Coleman included several Trust Territory headquarters
personnel, Traveling aboard the M/V Ran Annim, the party delivered
emergency supplies and surveyed damage at the five inhabited islands
north of Saipan: Anatahan, Sariguan, Alamagsn, Pagon and Agrihan. In the
process, the number ‘of inhabited islands was temporarily reduced to four
when the' two. residents of Sariguan elected iowmove back to Saipan.

Damage to the five islands varied from slight to serious. Anatéhan
and Agrihan, southernmost and ncrthernmost of the islands, suffered Ahe
greatest apparent agricultural damage. Whole sections of the coconuq
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groves in Agrihan had been burned white by the wind and spray of the§

storm while the crop-oriented population of Anatahan suffered heavy'%}oss
: 1
to their tapioca and taro fields, Transportation was also a problem

for both islands. In Agrihan, the storm washed away a large section of
the cart road by which the people reached their most extensive coconut
groves, The 36 peopie of Anatahan lost two of their three boats, and

hoats are the only way to travel from the villugo to the filelds on the

near-vertical island.







