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There are operating on the assumption that the majority of the 
Japanese in the relocation centers are going to continue to live in 
this country and that the majority are Americans who have never seen 
Japan," Dillon Myer, national head of the War Relocation authority, 
told a capacity XXXXXX at the XXXXXX theater Tuesday night. 

The occasion was a "town meeting" called by the Santa Barbara
People's Forum to discuss the relocation of Japanese. John Sinclair, 
judge advocate of the state department of the American Legion, spoke 
in opposition t the program of the War Relocation authority. Harrision 
Ryon servied as moderator, and Mrs. George Elmott opened the meeting. 
After each speaker had presented his case, the meeting was thrown open 
for questions from the floor, led by six "stimulators." 

"SOCIAL EXPERIMENTS"
Terming the relocation center "social experiments that are coddling"

the inmates, Sinclair charged that the Japanese multiplied to around 
1,000,000 on the Pacific Coast because "the Imperial government of 
Japan arranged the birth of Japanese babies in this country."

"If the- Imperial government arranged the birth of Japanese citizens 
in this country," countered Myer, "he missed his guess by about 75 percent 
That many Japanese have grown up In our institutions, And if we 
say they are not loyal it Indicates a lack of faith in our own school sys­
tem; and American institutions,"

"We believe, and have from the start, that our work is to do a job for 
the United States 
and for what's good for the United States-- to help get the Japanese relocation rather than piled up 
on the coast. Why Californians many of whom are against their return to the coast, should object 
to their relocation somewhere else is beyond me."

SIGNS OF HEART
The town meeting was showing some signed of heat when Ryon broke 

it off by saying that the forum had stipulated half an hour of questions and 
that it aimed to keep its word. 

Mrs. Burton Hopkins had just inquired from the floor what was proposed to 
be done with the Japanese American citizens when the war is over. Ryon 
ruled the question out as not on the subject-- "unless you people in 
the audience want it answered particularly."

"Yes!" chorused voices from all over the theater, whereupon 
Sinclair undertook to answer 

it. Declaring the Japanese an unassimilable race Sinclair said: 
"I believe at the end of the war a japanese citizen whose loyalty has 

been proven is entitled to the same rights as you and I. But I would try 
to point out to the Japanese the difficulties of living in this country
and the advantages of returning to their own. I would like to keep this a 
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A chorus of "boos* interrupted the speaker, who finished with 
*l'm sorry*"__________ _ —______ -- ----------

Sinclair took exception to the WRA program chiefly on the around that 
it was treating the Japanese "not as prisoners of war but just as citizens 
uprooted from their hoses, "I maintain," he said, "that they are something 
more than an unfortunate, dislocated group ex people. and. that the 
safety of the United, states requires the utmost care in relocation."

Contending that the WRA is not"giving enough, serious thought to the 
opinion of the people on the Pacific Coast," he charged the authority 
with being "a sort of social service organisation,"

"why, they are even planning unemployment insurance for the Japanese,” 
he said,

he went on to complain of "indiscriminate release of men when they 
haven’t enough manpower left to run the centers properly."

Instead of “the closest possible check being made of every person going 
cutw of the centers, Sinclair charged. the FBI had publicly denied being 
called in to check on Japanese about to be relocated* He brought My the 
attempt to create a Japanese combat tens and resulting figures of only 
1200 volunteers out of 20,000 American Japanese of draft age.

Myer answered that by saying that the figures tallied with the numbers 
of volunteers "in any normal community"

The WRA head declared the 10 relocation centers came into being to dig- 
pel the "fear, emotion and Misunderstanding" caused by the first temporary 
Japanese assembly centers. "That's all they were for, "he said. It was  
he added, no small task to set up 10 communities with schools, government,  
courts, fire departments, and mass feeding "without much previous guidance:

•
Myer explained that the agricultural program was planned after the conference 

of western governors most of whom refused to accept Japanese into 
their states. "We decided," he eaid "that if this represented the Opinion 
of the people, any other program looked hopeless,” Afterward, he declared, 
the western states constituted "the biggest pressure group’ to have the 
Japanese released to bring in their crops.
USE OF MANPOWER ' r - V.

The WRA head said the first major purpose in relocation was to use t**-
power in the meet effective manner. He toll of mere than 1,200 nurses 
aides trained, and 50 per cent of this relocated, ani of the training of 
hundreds of garage mechanics, He said up to the present, 17,O00 evacuees 
had gone out in the past year into the normal stream community life from 
Salt Lake to Boston,

Myer told of approximately 9,000 Japanese in the American army today and 
of the heroism of the l00th battalion on the Italian front. He admitted 
some difficulties at Tule Lake where about 10,000"screened out so loyal to

Japan are being cared for, but declared:

country for Caucasians."
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"Up to date there has not been one proven case of sabotage here or in 
Hawaii. On the contrary there has been a real service to the war effort." Myer said 

the WRA works harmoniously with the Army on a "division of labor" basis. 
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