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senior flag officers, that we are clearly
behind them and we support their ef-
forts around the world.

The conference report before us con-
tains the largest defénse increase in
over 20 years—an increase of $45.0 bil-
lion over the fiscal year 2002 appro-
priated level. The good news story as-
sociated with this much needed in-
crease is that it has the full, bipartisan
support of the Congress. While there
are always minor disagreements over
how some of the money in this bill
should be allotted, there was no dissent
about the need for this significant in-
crease in the top line for defense. This
is a remarkable display of unity behind
our President, so important and fitting
with our Nation at war.

In line with the request of the Presi-
dent, the conference report signifi-
cantly increases the major defense ac-
counts over the Fiscal Year 2002 appro-
priated levels:

It increases spending on military per-
sonnel by over 14 percent including a
4.1 percent pay raise for our servicemen
and women.

The bill increases the procurement
account by over 20 percent. This will
enable our military departments to
procure the equipment they need to re-
place aging and heavily used assets, as
well as to buy the things they need to
protect our facilities, infrastructure
and people in these increasingly uncer-
tain and dangerous times.

Additionally, the bill increases
spending on research and development
by almost 17 percent, ensuring that
critical investment is being made to
develop the capabilities we need in the
future to deter and defeat emerging
threats to our national security.

The bill also sets aside a $10.0 billion
reserve fund, as requested by the Presi-
dent, to pay for ongoing and future
military operations in the global war
on terrorism.

The threats to our nation and the on-
going war on terrorism demand this in-
creased investment in national secu-
rity, both now and in the future.

The bill contains many key provi-
sions which will improve the quality of
life of our men and women in uniform,
our military retirees, and their fami-
lies. In addition to the 4.1 percent pay
raise I mentioned earlier, additional
funding is included for facilities and
services that will greatly improve the
quality of life for our service personnel
and their families, both at home and
abroad. This legislation also contains
key provisions that will better orga-
nize the Department of Defense to sup-
port the critical homeland defense mis-
sion, including: creation of an Under
Secretary of Defense for Intelligence;
authorization to add an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Homeland De-
fense; and, a requirement that the Sec-
retary of Defense establish at least one
Weapons of Mass Destruction-Civil
Support Team within every state and
territory.

One of the most difficult issues fac-
ing the conference was how to ensure
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that our military retirees, who have in-
curred disabilities, receive a measure
of military compensation.

Concurrent receipt of retired pay and
disability pay is as complex an issue as
I have dealt with in my 24 years on this
committee. Here is how I view this
issue: success in certain military oper-
ations requires extensive planning, es-
tablishment of a ‘‘beachhead,” and
then long term effort to determine the
equities and priorities for the future.

We have crafted such a ‘‘beachhead’’

in this conference report—I call it
‘‘Purple Heart-Plus-Others.’’ The provi-
sion in this conference report provides
substantial recognition and compensa-
tion for those who were injured in com-
bat, that is, all those with disabilities
resulting from injuries for which they
received the Purple Hearf. In addition,
those retirees most severely disabled in
combat related operations, in prepara-
tion for combat, and in performing haz-
ardous service, that is, those with dis-
abilities rated at 60 percent or greater,
would receive additional compensation.
We will rely on the Secretary of De-
fense to exercise his discretion to fur-
ther define the nature of this service.
In both cases, those career retirees who
have a certain degree of disability
would receive the same amount of com-
pensation—under a mnew, special com-
pensation program—as if we had re-
moved the prohibition on concurrent
receipt.
- We all know that this is a complex
issue and an emotional issue. Inaction
is not an option. We must establish our
“beachhead” today. I commit to hold-
ing early hearings next year to fully
establish a body of fact on this issue. I
see great merit in establishing a Presi-
dential commission that can objec-
tively examine the many issues related
to the adequacy of.-compensation pro-
vided to our disabled veterans. I await
the views of the veterans to be ex-
pressed at hearings.

It is important to note that this con-
ference report supports and fully funds
virtually all of the priorities estab-
lished by the Department of Defense
for the development and procurement
of major weapons systems, including
the Joint Strike Fighter, the F-22, the
Army’s Future Combat System, and
unmanned aerial vehicle programs. I
remain committed to supporting in-
vestment in technologies that will en-
able us to field significant numbers of
unmanned aerial and ground comba
vehicles, as soon as feasible. :

In addition, I am pleased that the
conference was able to add $229 million
to the CVN(X) aircraft carrier to re-
store the original development and
fielding schedule for this essential pro-
gram. The carrier has proved its worth
again and again in the global war on
terrorism—a war which has relied ex-
tensively on carrier-based assets. This
bill supports acceleration of this:im-
portant program.

The world as we knew it changed for-
ever on September 11. We lost not only
many lives and much property that
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day, but we also lost our uniquely
American feeling of invulnerability.
But, from our darkest hour, our nation
has quickly emerged stronger and more
united than ever. Our President has
rallied our country and many nations
around the world to fight the evil of
terrorism, and to confront those who
threaten peace and freedom around the
world.

As we conclude the 107th Congress,
our nation is at war. U.S. soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and marines, together
with their coalition partners, are en-
gaged on the front lines in the global
war against terrorism, with a mission
to root out terrorism at its source in
the hopes of preventing future attacks.
We are now faced with the possibility
of war with Iraq, if the current U.S. led
U.N. efforts fail.

Our armed forces have responded to
the call of duty in the finest traditions
of our nation, and they are prepared to
protect our security in future conflicts.
It is critical that the Congress keep
faith with our troops by providing the
resources and capabilities our Presi-
dent—our Commander-in-Chief—has re-
quested.

Homeland security is now, without a
doubt, our top priority. We have a sol-
emn obligation to protect our nation
and our citizens from all known and
anticipated threats—whatever their
source or means of delivery. Our Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, has promised
our nation that homeland security is
his most urgent priority. The fiscal
yvear 2003 budget the President sub-
mitted reflected this priority.

The conference report before us funds
the urgent security needs of our nation
by doubling the funding for combating
terrorism at home and abroad, in sup-
porting the President’s request for mis-
sile defense, and investing in new tech-
nologies to detect weapons of mass de-
struction and to deter their develop-
ment.

I urge my colleagues to support this
conference report that upholds the
President’s fundamental national secu-
rity priorities and makes the right in-
vestments in future capabilities. It is
imperative that we send our President,
our fellow citizens and the world a
message of resolve from the Congress—
a National Defense Authorization Con-
ference Report that provides the re-
sources and authorities our Nation’s
leaders and our armed forces require to
protect our Nation and our vital inter-
ests around the world.

Mr. LEVIN. Let me again thank my
dear friend from Virginia. I yield 5
minutes to the Senator from Hawaii. If
the Senator needs additional time, it
will now be available.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my support for the
conference report to the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2003. I thank my ranking member, Sen-
ator INHOFE, for his support and co-
operation. It is truly an honor to work
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with him as we both seek to advance
the readiness of our armed forces. I

also commend Senator LEVIN and Sen-

ator WARNER for their tireless efforts
during a challenging conference.

As the chairman of the Armed Serv-
ices Subcommittee on Readiness and
Management Support, I want to high-
light a few provisions in the conference
report which enhance the readiness of
the men and women in our armed
forces. The bill protects the $10 billion
the President requested for operating
costs of the ongoing war on terrorism.
Fully funding this request reinforces
our country’s commitment to con-
tinuing the war on terrorism, and it
also means that in so doing we will not
have to rob funds from the operation
and maintenance accounts needed to
fund all of our other critical ongoing
defense activities such as training and
maintenance.

Conferees also took actions to ensure
that our forces can continue to make
the most prudent use of existing train-
ing assets. To do this, we authorized
exemption of the Department of De-
fense from the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act when training events result in inci-
dental takings, but required DOD to
take appropriate actions to avoid any
unnecessary takings. We also author-
ized the Department of Defense to
enter into partnerships to purchase
land, or easements on land, that would
protect training ranges, and provided
$7.2 million for improvements to those
ranges.

While the conferees believed that
this change to the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act was necessary to protect
readiness in light of recent court ac-
tions, the conferees did not believe the
administration made the case that the
exemptions it sought from the Endan-
gered Species Act for the Department
of Defense were warranted. I continue
to believe that when the Department’s
training needs for land, sea and air
space conflict with other needs in our
society, whether it is protecting the
environment or accommodating the
surrounding civilian populations, our
focus should be first and foremost on
ensuring that all parties involved work
together in a spirit of cooperation.

To help to address longer term readi-
ness challenges, the conferees, contin-
ued our efforts from last year to en-
hance the Department of Defense’s co-
ordination of anti-corrosion programs.
Studies estimate that corrosion costs
the Department up to $20 billion annu-
ally, and that corrosion continues to be
a serious maintenance challenge and
manpower drain. We therefore rec-
ommended that DOD designate a senior
official to oversee anti-corrosion plans
and policies, and added over $10 million
to fund those efforts and other anti-
corrosion testing, research, and prod-
uct applications.

In an effort to continue efforts to im-
prove the quality of life, conferees au-
thorized the requested increases to im-
prove the buildings where
servicemembers live and work, and
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added an additional $740 million in
military construction funding, which
will be enough to maintain the level of
investment in our facilities at last
vear’s level. Included in this amount is
over $700 million in funding specifically
dedicated to enhancing the security of
our installations.

To improve DOD management, the
bill includes a number of provisions to
expand DOD’s authorify to acquire
major weapon systems more effi-
ciently. With respect to services con-
tracts, we built on last year’s legisla-
tion requiring improved management
of the $50 billion DOD spends annually
on services by establishing specific
goals for the use of competitive con-
tracts and performance-based con-
tracting. These goals should help en-
sure that the Department of Defense
achieves contract services savings
through specific management improve-
ments rather than through program re-
ductions. The conference report also
requires DOD to develop a comprehen-
sive financial management enterprise
architecture, and addresses recurring
problems with the abuse of purchase
cards and travel cards by certain mili-
tary and civilian personnel.

I also want to mention an issue of
significant importance to the people of
Hawaii—the cleanup of the island of
Kahoolawe. I commend the Navy and
the State of Hawaii for working to re-
solve a number of challenges. I am
pleased about the Navy’s commitment
to continue clearance efforts until No-
vember 11, 2003, and its continued ef-
forts to meet the intent and goals of
the memorandum of agreement be-
tween the Navy and the State of Ha-
waii signed in 1994.

While I am disappointed that the
conference report does not include the
provisions passed by the Senate with
respect to concurrent receipt, I believe
the conference report strongly supports
the readiness of our forces, both now
and in the future. I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

Mr. LEVIN. I thank the Senator from
Hawaii for his invaluable service to our
committee as well as his statement. He
has been the chairman of our Readiness
Subcommittee and has done it with a
wonderful spirit and great success. I
thank him. We do not know what the
subcommittee structures will look like
next year, but hopefully he will con-
tinue to be a valuable part of our com-
mittee. I thank him for it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, how
much time is allotted on this side?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thirteen
minutes is available.

Mr. SESSIONS. I yield myself 10 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am
very pleased with this defense bill. I
congratulate Chairman LEVIN. He is a
master leader in the Senate. His skill
at managing complex matters is very
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well known. He works with all mem-
bers of the committee, Republican and
Democrat. We are able to reach agree-
ments that sometimes would not be
reached, and I believe he has guided us
in a good way. I also appreciate the
leadership of the ranking Republican,
Senator JOHN WARNER, a man who has
given his life to the defense of this
country, served it ably in so many dif-
ferent capacities, and all the members
of the committee and all the staff. Par-
ticularly, I note Archie Galloway on
my staff who has worked tirelessly on
this effort, a retired colonel infantry -
combat veteran who does a great job
for me. s

Money will not tell us everything,
but we have the largest increase in
spending on this defense bill in over 10
years, nearly a $50 billion increase.
That is very healthy in light of the sig-
nificant declines our Defense Depart-
ment has suffered since the Gulf War in
1991. After the Berlin wall fell and after
the Gulf War, we went into a signifi-
cant reduction in our spending, vir-
tually 40-percent reduction in per-
sonnel, and cuts in many different
areas. After the collapse of the Soviet
Union, some reductions were appro-
priate. Most experts would say today
we went too far, that we forgot we
needed to transform our military, and
we forgot to meet the new challenges
and to utilize the new equipment and
technologies available to make our sol-
diers more effective, less at risk, able
to target enemy troops and not hit
enemy civilians, as has happened in
previous wars. I am afraid we did not
invest enough in the last decade in
these efforts.

Within the last several years we
moved aggressively forward. When I
came on the committee our defense
budget was under $300 billion. This
year it will hit $393 billion, I believe,
nearly $50 billion more than just last
year. This allows us to continue to pro-
vide quality pay raises and personnel
benefits for our men and women in uni-
form. These efforts have strengthened
their ability to make a career of the
armed services. Moreover, we author-
ized incentive income pay of up to
$1,500 per month to keep key personnel
in key positions, the kind of thing we
need to do to maintain the most pro-
ficient military in the world.

I have been a critic of our spending
habits, thinking we have cut our de-
fense too much. To the American peo-
ple, let me say we need not underesti-
mate the strength and capability of to-
day’s military. Ours is clearly the
greatest military in the history of the
world. We are much more techno-
logically oriented and as a result, we
need personnel who serve longer, who
have trained with the newest equip-
ment, who constantly train with our
best aircraft, weapons, night vision
equipment, and communication sys-
tems—all the things that allow them
to place the maximum possible threat
and force on the enemy, while pro-

tecting the lives of our own soldiers




