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Congress of the United States
Washington, DL 20515

October 17, 2003

His Excellency

Y AB Data Seri Dr. Mahathir bin Mohamad,
Prime Minister of Malaysia,

Blok Utama, Bangunan Perdana Putra
Pusat Pentadbiran Kerajaan Persekutuan
62502 Putrajaya

Selangor D.E.

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

We are writing in response to your comments of Thursday, October 16, 2003 marking the
opening of the Organization of the Islamic Conference in Putrajaya, Malaysia.

While we applaud your comments against suicide-bombings and terrorism, there is great
concern over the general anti-Semitic and racist tone of your speech.

In your remarks, you cite Israel as “the enemy allied with the most powerful nations”
while stating that “the Jews rule the world by proxy.” You also went on to state that “The
Muslims will forever be oppressed and dominated by the Europeans and the Jews.” We
condemn your anti-Semitic statements, which some have viewed as a call to a global war against
the Jewish people by 1.3 billion Muslims.

You stated “They invented and successfully promoted Socialism, Communism, human
rights and democracy so that persecuting them would appear to be wrong, so they may enjoy
equal rights with others.” The equal rights are fundamental rights that should be afforded to
persons of all faiths—Muslims, Christians, Jews, Buddhists, or atheists. These rights are
expressed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which states that, “recognition of the
inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.” We hope that Malaysia lives up to the
commitments of this important document and hope that it will stand by its spirit in recognizing
basic freedoms for all people.

As world leaders, we share a great responsibility to avoid the use of such incendiary
rhetoric that could incite further hatred or violence against any racial or ethnic minority. This
kind of hatréd and scapegoating, including the blaming of Jews for all the ills of the Muslim
world, has no place in civilized society, especially by elected officials. Words and actions,
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especially at a conference such as this, have far-reaching consequences—they not only have the
power to make policy, they have the power to change hearts and minds. To blame Israel and the
Jewish people for problems and difficulties experienced by other cultures is wrong and has led to
senseless bloodshed and violence, including the atrocities committed by the Nazi regime in the
1930's and 1940's.

These words are especially damaging at a crucial time when the Palestinian people and
Israel struggle to reach a lasting peace. Actions that inflame tensions between the Islamic and
Jewish worlds serve only to make that struggle more complicated and the all-too-elusive peace
more difficult to achieve.

As all of us work together to build a better and more peaceful world, free of ethnic and
religious bias, for all of our children, we urge you to clarify or retract your remarks before they

have the opportunity to fan the flames of hatred and bigotry.

Sincerely,

Shelley Berkle Tammy Baldwin
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Neil Wbercrombie / Howard Betman
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Eric Cantor
Member of Congress

Benjamin Cardin
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