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Message to Congress Calls for TT and US to Move Forward Together 
High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston present- 

ed his State of the Territory message to the Con- 

gress of Micronesia on July 15, speaking before a 

joint session of the Territory’s highest legislative 
body. ‘*‘The United States is proud to be associated 

with Micronesia,’’? Johnston said, ‘‘and we definite- 

ly desire to enter with you into a lasting and per- 

manent partnership.’? This was thé first formal 

declaration of the US position with respect to the 

future political status of Micronesia. ‘‘We are pre- 

pared and anxious, from this moment forth,’? he 

said, ‘‘to discuss’ with this Congress, as elected re- 

presentatives of the Micronesian people, the exact 

nature which this partnership should take.We have in- 

vited representatives of the Congress, accompanied 

by members of the High Commissioner’s staff, fo 

visit Washington immediately after the conclusion 

of this current session, to assist in drafting the 

specific legislation to implement such a partner- 

ship.’’ 
In his half-hour address, delivered on the second 

day of Congress’ summer session, the High Com- 

missioner summarized the accomplishments and 

objectives of his administration which began with 

his appointment as Chief Executive on May 1, this 

year. ‘‘The first two and a half months of our new 

administration have certainly been crowded with 

important events,’’ he stated. May 4, 1969, he des- 

cribed as the beginning of ‘‘a new era in the history 

of the Trust Territory ... when Secretary of the In- 

terior, Walter J. Hickel, visited Micronesia accom- 

panied by Mrs. Farrington and other members of 

his staff. As of that moment, a new program was 

launched to drastically accelerate the rate of pro- 

gress in the Trust Territory, a program which will 

have the full cooperation of other departments of 

the U.S. government, as well as the two Houses of 

the U.S. Congress.”’ 

Emphasizing the growing role which Micronesians 

will be expected to accept in the operation of their 

government, Johnston said, ‘‘One of the keynotes 
of this new administration is to repeatedly increase 

the involyement of Micronesians in the Administra- 

tive branch of their government and to tackle, and, 

eventually solve the problems of a government op- 

erated on three different pay scales. Our eventual 
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THE BAIL of Ngesechel Ar Cherchar stands 

proudly in its permanent location at the 
Koror Botanical Park in Palau. For more 

photographs of the dedication see page 12. 

goal, of course, is equal pay for equal qualifications 

and equal work.’? He revealed an increase in staff 

to accomplish this would include a ‘‘highly-qualified 

Personnel Administrator with considerable expe- 

rience in personnel management and the integration 

of pay scales.’? A $750,000 pay raise for Microne- 

sian employees is included in the 1970 fiscal year 

budget currently before the U.S. Congress and a | 

shall leave no stone unturned to make this well-de- 

served increase effective at the earliest possible 

moment,’? the High Commissioner declared. 

Progress in the field of education ineluded a re- 

port on the Micronesian Occupational Center which 

will be opened this September in Palau. The vo- 

cational school will be staffed by 19 Micronesians 

and five Americans. The government’s scholarship 

program has been reorganized since the last ses- 
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sion of Congress, broadening opportunities for ad- 

vanced education and making the ‘use of scholarship 

funds more efficient. Counseling services, partic- 

ularly at the high school level, have been increased. 

In the area of health services, more Micronesians 

have become involved in key positions. All six 

District Directors, two  soon-to-be-appointed As- 

sistant Commissioners and the Directors of both 

the Division of Dentistry and the Division of En- 

vironmental Health now are Micronesians. Increased 

aid from America will be available, Johnston said, 

since the TT is now a full member of the US Public 

Health Service, Region 9. This means availability 

of funds for a new mental health program, a new 

and augmented maternal and child care program, 

and new activities in the field of sanitation. The 

TT government has organized a Health Council of 

18 members, all Micronesians, a majority of whom 

are not in the field of medicine. This policy for- 

mulating body currently is preparing recommend- 

ations on private practice in medicine and dentistry 

and is developing plans to bring better health ser- 

vices to outlying districts. 

Reviewing activities in the area of public affairs, 

Johnston noted the initiation of a program of po- 

litical education and steps being taken to make the 

information and broadcast programs ‘‘even more 

responsive to the current needs of the people of 

Micronesia. By the end of fiscal year 1970 our ra- 

dio stations will reach 97% of our total population.” 

Military Civic Action teams are now on location 

in several districts, working with local residents 

to complete vitally needed construction projects. 

This Civic Action program is being coordinated 

by the Public Affairs staff. 

“During the past year we started over $25 million 

worth of capital improvement projects,’’ the High 

Commissioner stated, ‘‘..an amount greater than 

taat.of any previous year.’? Some of the major facili- 

ties and services to be provided are: Micronesian 

Occupational Center in Koror, District Hospital 

on Moen, first phase of the new harbor tor Pona- 

pe, water and sewer systems for Saipan, a tele- 

phone link between Guam and Saipan, a TT-wide 

communications system within 14 months, and im- 

provements to power systems in Saipan, Moen and 

Koror, 

‘fIn the coming years,’? said Johnston, ‘‘we shall 

continue to provide needed capital improvements 

in the various districts. You will have a greater 

involvement than in the past in determining what 

should be provided andin what priority.’’ 

Some of ‘‘our most perplexing and, yet, most chal- 

lenging problems?’ fall in the area of Resources and 

Development, said Johnston. Buttressed by a pledge 
iy 

  

from Secretary Hickel to seek an increase inthe TT’s 

Economic Development Loan Fund to $5 million, the 

Economic Development Division is seeking to provide 

more expertise at the district level ‘‘to develop ma- 

rine resources, agriculture, tourism, retail and whole- 

sale trade, and other means of making our economy 

increasingly less dependent upon government spend- 

ing and government employment.’ 

The development of tourism will be aidedimmeasur- ~ 

ably, Johnston stated, with the construction of six 

first-class hotels by Air Micronesia, the first two 

about to go inta the construction phase. Transport- 

ation will be improved with the arrival soon of six 

LCU’s to be used as administrative vessels in the 

Districts, The ships will shortly be delivered through 

the cooperation of the Department of Defense and the 

TTPI representative, Commander in Chief, Pacific. 

Land problems and war damage claims have been 

given increased emphasis. Said the High Commis- 

sioner, ‘‘This administration has given itself.a goal 

of being well on the way toward completion of land 

registration throughout the Trust Territory not later 

than June 30, 1970 ... in this area we must ask for 

the consideration and understanding of every citizen 

of Micronesia as we attempt to solve in one year a 

highly complex problem which has not been solved 

by any previous administration under four separate 

governments.,”? On war damage and post secure 

claims, he pointed out that serious efforts are being 

made th resolve the problem of post secure claims, 

so that payment of these can be integrated. with the 

distribution of the $10 million war damage payments 

to be made available by the US and Japan. 

The High Commissioner devoted a portion of his 

message to the Congress in presenting ‘‘some basic 

thoughts and principles which will guide my Admin- 

istration”? He said, ‘‘It seems to me that the time 

has come for us to declare ... we will no longer es- 

tablish ‘selective priorities’ in those areas which 

concern the health, safety and, possibly, the very 

lives of the Micronesian people. If we need.six fire 

trucks, or twelve ambulances, or ten police cars, 

or 50 fully-equipped dispensaries, we must leave 

no doubt in anyone’s mind that we need these items ~ 

simultaneously and not spread over a period of sev~ 

eral years.’’ This statement referred to the High 

Commissioner’s comment that in the past, the TT 

government has had an apparent unwillingness to 

let the US Congress know ‘‘how much we really need 

to accomplish the many things that must be done.’’ 

On funding of government operations, he said that 

although the Congress of Micronesia will consider 

legislation to increase local revenues, ‘‘we still 

will be faced with the fact that for at least the next 

few years the major funding for the operation of our 

: 9 government will come from the United States Con- 
age  


