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Message to Congress Calls for TT and US to Move Forward Together

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston present-
ed his State of the Territory message to the Con-
gress of Micronesia on July 15, speaking before a
joint session of the Territory’s highest legislative
body. ‘‘The United States is proud to be associated
with Micronesia,’’ Johnston said, ‘‘and we definite-
ly desire to enter with you into a lasting and per-
manent partnership.’’ This was thé first formal
declaration of the US position with respect to the
future political status of Micronesia. ‘‘We are pre-
pared and anxious, from this moment forth,”” he
said, ‘‘to discuss with this Congress, as elected re-
presentatives of the Micronesian people, the exact
nature which this partnership should take.We have in-
vited representatives of the Congress, accompanied
by members of the High Commissioner’s staff, fo
visit Washington immediately after the conclusion
of this current session, to assist in drafting the
specific legislation to implement such a partner-
ship.?”’

In his half-hour address, delivered on the second
day of Congress’ summer session, the High Com-
missioner summarized the accomplishments and
objectives of his administration which began with
his appointment as Chief Executive on May 1, this
year. ‘The first two and a half months of our new
administration have certainly been crowded with
important events,’”” he stated. May 4, 1969; he des-
cribed as the beginning of ‘‘a new era in the history
of the Trust Territory ... when Secretary of the In-
terior, Walter J. Hickel, visited Micronesia accom-
panied by Mrs, Farrington and other members of
his staff. As of that moment, a new program was
launched to drastically accelerate the rate of pro-
gress in the Trust Territory, a program which will
have the full cooperation of other departments of
the U,S. government, as well as the two Houses of
the U.S. Congress.”’

Emphasizing the growing role which Micronesians
will he expected to accept in the operation of their
government, Johnston said, ‘‘One of the keynotes
of this new administration is to repeatedly increase
the involvement of Micronesians in the Administra-
tive hranch of their government and to tackle, and,
eventually solve the problems of a government op-
erated on three different pay scales. Our eventual

THE BAI of Ngesechel Ar Cherchar stands
proudly in its permanent location at the
Koror Botanical Park in Palau. For more
photographs of the dedication see page 12.

goal, of course, is equal pay for equal qualifications
and equal work.”” He revealed an increase in staff
to accomplish this would include a ‘‘highly-qualified
Personnel Administrator with considerable expe-
rience in personnel management and the integration
of pay scales.’”” A $750,000 pay raise for Microne-
sian employees is included in the 1970 fiscal year
budget currently before the U.S. Congress and g1
shall leave no stone unturned to make this well-de-
served increase effective at the earliest possible
moment,’”” the High Commissioner declared.
Progress in the field of education ineluded a re-
port on the Micronesian Occupational Center which
will be opened this September in Palau. The vo-
cational school will be staffed by 19 Micronesians
and five Americans. The government’s scholarship
program has been reorganized since the last ses-
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