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This 
and is to

SHORT MESSAGE DRAFTED IN LORD KITCHENER’S OWN HANDWRITING

paper is to he considered by each soldier as confidential 
be kept in his active service pay book. (Printed in Italics)

You are ordered abroad as a soldier of the King to help our French 
comrades against the invasion of the common enemy. Ton have to perform 
a task which will need your courage, your energy, your patience. Remember 
that the honor of the British Army depends upon your individual conduct.
It will he your duty not only to set an example of discipline and perfect 
steadiness under fire, but also to maintain the most friendly relations 
with those whom you are helping in this struggle. The operations in 
which you are engaged will, for the most part, take place in a friendly 
country, and you can do your own country no better service than in 
showing yourself in France and Belgium in the true character of a British 
soldier.

Be invariably courteous, considerate, and kind. Never do anything 
likely to injure or destroy property, and always look upon looting as 
a disgraceful act. You are sure to meet with a welcome and to he trusted; 
your conduct must justify that welcone and that trust. Tour duty cannot 
he done unless your health is sound. So keep constantly on your guard 
against any excesses.

In this new experience you may find temptations both in wine and 
women. You must entirely resist both temptations, and, while treating 
all women with perfect courtesy, you should avoid any intimacy.

Do your duty bravely

Fear God

Honor the King

/s/ Kitchener
Field Marshall

There was no date on the paper. Method of distribution was not given, 
but it was assumed to have been handed to each nan.

Taken from Page 27, Volume 3, "Life of Lord Kitchener* by Sir George Arthur.
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proclamation by the king
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You are leaving home to fight for the honor and safety of my
empire.

Belgium, whose country we are pledged to defend, has been 
attacked, and France is about to be invaded by the same powerful foe.

I have implicit confidence in you, my soldiers. Duty is your 
watchword, and I know your duty will be nobly done.

I shall follow your every moment with deepest interest, and mark 
with eager satisfaction your daily progress; indeed, your welfare will 
never be absent from my thoughts.

I pray to God to bless you and guide you and bring you back 
victorious.

/s/ GEORGE 
R.I.

According to a scrapbook in the Army College Library, this 
proclamation and that of Lord Kitchener were issued to each man 
in the British Expeditionary Force leaving England for the front 
on August 9, 1914. The date is further borne out by the appearance 
of an editorial on page 10 of the New York Times dated August 30, 1914, 
which Mentioned Kitchener’s advice to troops.
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 As members of the military forces of the United States of

America, you are about to undertake a mission, the success of which 

may determine the future of the country. You take with you the 

tradition of a nation of fighters — a nation which fought for its 

independance and which has fearlessly accepted the challenge regardless 

of the odds whenever that independence has been imperiled.

You are embarking to a foreign land. When in friendly 

territory your personal conduct must set an example for courtesy, 

firn discipline and American pride in duty well performed. In hostile 

territory, and in accordance with rules of warfare, you must relent­

lessly destroy armed enemies which oppose your efforts. Your conduct 

towards noncombatants must be guided by the treatment you would expect 

to he extended to your mother, father, brothers and sisters in similar 

circumstances.

The prayers of the nation go with you.It is in your hands 

that the hope of the future rests. God bless you and God speed yon

to a victorious return.
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