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PRESIDENTIAL EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 10436
DATED: FEBRUARY 20, 1953

Reserving Kahoolawe Island, Territory 
of Hawaii, for the use of the United 
States•+£or Naval Purposes, and placing 
it under the jurisdiction of the 
Secretary of the Navy

KAHOOLAWE, T. H.
REFER TO:
GL 2341 - Kahoolawe Ranch
Pres. Proclamation 1827 - Setting aside for 

lighthouse purposes land on Island of 
Kahoolawe

EO 308 - The Kahoolawe Lighthouse. Station
EO 1528 - Cancelling GEO 308
RP 800
fffcj Jt\ 1)4 e.t Slttw I J 'Cti /A*? /1



EXECUTIVE ORDER

RESERVING KAHOOLAWE ISU:!D, TERRITORY 
OF HAWAII, FOR THE USE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR NAVAL 
PURPOSES AND PLACINO IT UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 

SECRETARY OF THE NAVI

WHEREAS i t  appears necessary and In the public in t e r e s t  th a t  

the Island o f Kahoolave, T erritory o f Hawaii, which comprises an 

area o f  approxim ately fo r ty - f iv e  square m iles , and which forms a 

part o f  the public lands ceded and transferred  to  the United S ta te s  

by the Republic o f Hawaii under the jo in t  reso lu tio n  o f  annexation  

o f Ju ly  7> 1898, 30 S ta t . 750, be taken and reserved fo r  the use  

of the United S ta te s  fo r  naval purposes, except th a t portion  comprising 

an area o f 23 .3  a cres , more or l e s s ,  heretofore taken fo r  l ig h t ­

house purposes by Proclamation No. 1827 of the P resid en t o f the L

United S ta te s  dated February 3 , 1928 (hS S t a t .  2937); and

WHEREAS i t  i s  deemed d esira b le  and in  the public in t e r e s t  

th a t provision  be made fo r  the conducting o f a program o f  s o i l  

conservation  on the is la n d  w hile the reserva tion  made hereby i s  

in  fo r c e , and th a t th e area w ith in  such reserva tion  be restored  to 

a cond ition  reasonably sa fe  fo r  human h ab ita tion  when i t  i s  no 

longer needed fo r  naval purposes!

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by 

section 91 of the act of April JO, 1900, J1 Stat. 159, as amended 
by section 7 of the act of Hay 27, 1910, J6  Stat. UU7, it is ordered 
as followst

1 . The Islan d  o f  Kahoolave, T erritory  o f Hawaii, except th at  

portion taken by the United S ta tes  fo r  ligh th ou se purposes by 

proclam ation No. 1827 o f February J ,  1928, i s  hereby taken and

the use of the United States for naval purposes, and
is placed under the Jurisdiction of the Secretary of. the Navy.

*
2 . The S ecretary  o f the Navy s h a l l ,  w ith in  a reasonable  

period fo llo w in g  the date o f th is  order, erad icate  from the is la n d  

a l l  cloven-hooved anim als, or s h a ll  w ith in  such period and at



t a  vrar* J

t ir e s  th ereafter  while the area hereby reserved or any portion  

th ereof i s  under h is  ju r isd ic tio n  take such stepe as may be necessary  

to assure that the number of such animals on the island  a t any given  

tin e  sh a ll not exceed two hundred*

3 . The T erritory of Hawaii sh a ll have the r ig h t, a t i t s  ex­

pense and r isk , a t reasonable in terv a ls  to  enter and in sp ect the 

is lan d  to ascerta in  the ex ten t o f fo r e st  cover, erosion , and 

animal l i f e  thereon, and to sow or plant su ita b le  grasses and 

plan ts under a program of s o i l  conservationt provided, th at 

such entrance and in sp ection  sh a ll not in ter fere  unreasonably 

w ith a c t iv i t i e s  of the Department o f the Navy or o f the United 

S ta tes  Coast Guard.

ii. When there i s  no longer a need for  the use of the area 

hereby reserved, or any portion th ereof, fo r  naval purposes 

o f the United S ta te s , the Department o f the Navy sh a ll so n o t ify  

the Territory of Hawaii, and s h a ll ,  upon reasonable request o f the 

T erritory, render such area, or such portion th ereof, reasonably 

sa fe  for  human h ab ita tion , without cost to the T erritory.
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LAND USE POS S I B I L I T I E S FOR KAHOOLAWE

C. G. Lennox -  S e p t. 5 , 1952

P h y s ica l C h a ra c te r i s t ic s

The is la n d  i s  th e  sm a lle s t o f th e  e ig h t m ajor is la n d s  in  th e  

H aw aiian A rch ipe lago . I t  l i e s  s ix  and th re e  q u a r te r s  w ile s  southw est 

o f  Raul and i s  e lev en  w ile s  long and s ix  w iles  wide w ith  a t o t a l  a re a  

o f f o r ty - f iv e  square w ile s , o r ,  tw en ty -n ine  thousand a c r e s .

The c l i ma te  ranges from very  dry  to  dry  w ith  an  e s tim a ted  

annual r a i n f a l l  o f betw een f i f t e e n  in ch es  and tw e n ty -f iv e  In c h e s ,

Apout o n e - th ird  o f  th e  land  a rea  l i e s  above th e  one thousand fo o t 

co n to u r and i s  s u b je c t to  h igh  v e lo c i ty  ho t d ry  w inds.

F re sh  w ate r i s  depended upon o a tch o en t and s to ra g e  o f r a i n f a l l ,  

X rten a iv e  g e o lo g ic a l su rveys have re v e a le d  in s ig n i f i c a n t  su p p lie s  o f 

f r e s h  ground w a te r.

The s o i l  c o n d itio n s  p re s e n tly  found on th e  I s la n d  way be 

c l a s s i f i e d  roughly  as fo llo w s i

A pproxim ately o n e - th ird  o r  f i f t e e n  sq u are  w ile s  

oow prlsing  the  e n t i r e  upper crown o f th e  is la n d  la  s t r ip p e d  

o f  a l l  su rfa ce  s o i l  and p re s e n tly  i s  a  b u ff  to  re d d ish  tan  H ard  p an

c o n s is t in g  p a r t ly  o f  decompos ed b a s a l t .

A pproxim ately o n e - th ird  o f th e  t o t a l  a re a  of 

dasp  t o l l  held  in  p la ce  w ith  rock  o u tc ro p p in g s and covered  

w ith  a f a i r  s ta n d  o f p i l i  g r a s s . T his o c c u rr in g  on g e n t le  

s lo p e s  a long  w e s te r ly  o r  leew ard s id e  o f i s l a n d . Such a re a s



o u t by deep rooky r a v in e s .

A pproxim ately o n e - th ird  deep ly  cu t w ith  ra v ln s s  

and covered w ith  acrutoto torush and kiawe* T his o cc u rr in g  a long  

th e  n o rth  s lo p e s .

H is to ry  o f Economic Uses Made of th e  Island

Between 1830 and 1850 a p o p u la tio n  o f approx im ately  e ig h ty  

p erso n s l iv ed  on Kahoolawe who were n e a r ly  a l l  in d iv id u a ls  th a t  had 

been b an ished  to  th e  is la n d  fo r  crim es which th ey  had commi t t e d  

a g a in s t  s o c ie ty .

A survey made in  1833 by W illiam  F . A lle n  o f th e  g ra s in g  

p o te n t ia l s  o f the  I s la n d  rev ea led  th a t  approx im ate ly  f i f t y  n a t iv e s  

were l iv in g  th e re  who o b ta in ed  most o f t h e i r  food from th e  sea 

tout d id  c u l t iv a te  a few m elons, sweet p o ta to e s ,  pumpkins and sugar 

oane in  th e  deep s o i l  n ea r the  summit. The is la n d  had a p o p u la tio n  

o f w ild  g o a ts  and hogs whioh were k ep t In  cheok by a la rg e  p o p u la tio n  

o f w ild  d o g s .

The d e s t ru c t io n  o f  Kahoolawe s t a r t e d  i n  1363 when th e  f i r s t  

f i f t y  y ea r le a se  was s i gned f o r  i t s  use as a sheep ra n c h . Du r in g  th e  

cou rse  o f  t h i s  l e a s t  a s  many as f i f t y  thousand  sheep p lu s  many g o a ts  

were on th e  is la n d  at e a t  tim e . The heavy g ra s in g  o f th e  deep red  

s o i l  o v e rla y in g  th e  grown o f th e  i s la n d  removed i t s p r o te c t io n  a g a in s t  

th e  h ig h  dry  winds and between two to  e ig h t  f e e t  o f  deep top  s o i l  was 

blown o f f  le a v in g  th e  p re s e n t exposed hard  pan . The c o n d itio n  o f 

th e  I s la n d  a p p a re n tly  be came a T e r r i t o r i a l  sc an d a l by 1909 a s  th e  

House of R e p re se n ta tiv e s  p assed  a C oncurren t R e so lu tio n  th a t  the
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i s la n d  should not be le a se d  a g a in .

The is la n d  was proclaim ed a f o r e s t  r e s e r ve In  1910 and 

rem ained as such u n t i l  1913. Lack o f a p p ro p r ia tio n s  f o r  c lean in g  up 

th e  w ild  g o a ts  r e s u l te d  in  a re  commendation th a t  i t  be ag a in  le ased  

a t  a nominal f ig u re  w ith  le a se  requ irem en ts which would remove the  

sheep and g o a ts  w ith in  one y ea r of the  commencement o f th e  le a se  and 

a ls o  provide fo r  co n se rv a tio n , and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r a c t ic e s  f o r  the  

damaged p o r tio n s  o f th e  is la n d .  Good p ro g re ss  was made under the  

term s of th i s  le a s e .  A re p o r t  in  1932 s ta te d  th a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  

o f g o a ts  had been reduced to  f i f t e e n  and sheep to  tw en ty . I t  was 

e s tim a te d  th a t  t h i r t y  thousand g o ats  had been k i l l e d  a t  a c o s t o f  

$50,000.

A re p o r t  i n  Marc h  1939 e s tim a ted  sheep a t  two hundred and 

g o a ts  a t  tw e n ty -f iv e  w ith  f iv e  hundred ca t t l e  and seven teen  h o rses 

belong ing  to  th e  ran ch in g  o p e ra t io n . In  Ju ly  1941 a l l  anim als used 

in  th e  ran ch in g  o p e ra t io n  were removed from th e  I s la n d  because of 

ex c e ss iv e  d rought c o n d i t io n s .  A pproxim ately n ine  hundred and f o r ty  

c a t t l e  were removed and many were re p o rte d  to  have d ied  from drought 

b e fo re  rem oval. The is la n d  was th e re fo re  e s s e n t i a l l y  f r e e  o f dom estic 

an im als a t  th e  o u tb reak  o f war excep t f o r  th e  f e r a l  sheep and g o a ts .

I s  under su b lease  to  th e  U .S. Navy a s  a bombing, 

and g e n e ra l t a r g e t  a r e a  which ends on O ctober 3 0 , 1952. The Navy 

has in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  Departm ent o f Defense has a  co n tin u in g  g re a t  

need f o r  th e  i s l a n d  f o r  th e  same p u rp o ses .
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P o te n t ia l  Economic Uses

A r e l i a b l e  supply  o f f r e s h  w ater I s  th e  most s e r io u s  l im i t in g

f a c t o r  f o r  an eoonomio use o f th is  i s lan d  f o r  g raz in g  o r any o th e r

p u rp o se . On the  assum ption  th a t  re se a rc h  w i l l  develop economic means

f o r  removing the  s a l t  from ocean w ater we should  examine the  s o i l

re so u rc e s  f o r  f e a s ib le  economic usage.

Based on p re se n t knowledge i t  i s  b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  use o f

th e  is la n d  w i l l  be l im ite d  f o r  many hundred y e a rs  to  come to  g ra z in g

o r  th e  developm ent o f  f e r a l  anim als In  a game r e s e rv e .  This i s

co n d itio n e d  on th e  f a c t  th a t  nearly a l l  o f th e  t e r r a i n  s u i ta b le  f o r

In te n s iv e  c u l t iv a t io n  i s  now bare  exposed hard  pan which w i l l  tak e

hundreds of y ears  o f  p ro te c t io n  from d is tu rb in g  elem ents such as

heavy g ra z in g , wind and r a in  e ro s io n  to  become deep s o i l  s u i ta b le  f o r  

t i l l i n g .  

A g raz in g  o p e ra tio n  could only be ca r r i ed on w herein  th e  

e n t i r e  is la n d  was under one o p e ra to r . T his would be n ecessa ry  even 

in  case  cheap i r r i g a t i o n  w ater was a v a ila b le  as  th e  a re a  s u i ta b le  

f o r  i r r i g a t e d  p a s tu re s  i s  l im ite d  and a r o t a t i o n  would be n ecessa ry

o f  p a s tu re s  to  o b ta in  a  ba lance  g raz in g  o p e ra t io n .
\

P re se n t Economi c Uses
 v .

I f  th e re  were no needs f o r  th e  use o f  th e  is la n d  by th e  

D epartm ent o f D efense th e  q u e s tio n  o f p r o f i t a b le  u se o f  th e  re so u rc e s  

a v a i la b le  i s  w orthy o f exam ination .

A pproxim ately  o n e - th ird  o f  th e  i s la n d  c a r r i e s  a  good s ta n d  

o f  p i l l  g r a s s  whi c h could  be s a fe ly  g razed  a t  th e  p re se n t tim e .
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However, w ith  t h i s  l im i te d  p a s tu re ,  u n c e r ta in ty  o f  w ater s u p p l ie s ,  th e  

o p e ra t io n  would be extrem ely  hazardous u n le s s  th e  o p e ra to r  a l s o  owned 

s iz e a b le  land  a re a s  s u i t a b le  fo r  g raz ing  on an a d jo in in g  i s l a n d .

The e n t i r e  i s l a n d  o f f e r s  minor va lues  f o r  r e c r e a t io n  in  th e  

f o r a  o f  game b i rd  hu n tin g  and f i s h in g .  The hun ting  of game an im als , 

which would re q u ire  b u i ld in g  up a game anim al popu la tion ,w ould  not 

be com patib le  w ith  a r e b u i ld in g  o f  the  i s lan d  s o i l  r e s o u rce s .



KAHOOLAWE NAVAL RESERVATION 
Presidential Executive Order No. 10436 
Control: U. S. Navy
Purpose t Por naval purposes 
Location: Island of Eahoolawe
Area; Approximately 45 square miles (28,800 acres) 

less 23.3 acres used for lighthouse 
purposes (Presidential Proclamation No. 1827)

Note: Area formerly covered by Revocable Permit No. 800

Date♦ February 20, 1953 
Authority: Section 91
Map Referenoe:

CSP 11526

ti

Key No. 25





PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATIOE,
9

DATED: FEBRUARY 3, 1928.

Setting aside for Light House purposes land 
on the Island of Kahoolawe:

j V  *  ,1

. £  ^  ^  . ,**3 4 .

Office of t ie
Com m issioner of Public Lands



LIGHTHOUSE SERVICE

By the P resident of the United States of America

A  p r o c la m a t io n

W HEREAS, it appears, that the land hereinafter described, ceded by the 
Republic of Hawaii to the United States of America, and in the possession, 
use and control of the Territory of Hawaii is necessary for the uses and pur­

poses of the United States of America, to wit, for Lighthouse purposes.
Now, therefore, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States, by virtue 

of the authority in me vested, and pursuant to the provisions of Section 91 of the 
Act of April 30, 1900, (31 Stat., 159,) entitled An Act to provide a government for 
the Territory of Hawaii, as amended by Section 7 of the Act of May 27,1910, (38 
Stafc., 447,) do hereby declare and proclaim that the following described land be and 
hereby is taken for the uses and purposes of the United States, to wit, for Light­
house purposes:

All that piece and parcel of land situated on the Island of Kahoolawe, in the 
Territory of Hawaii, described as follows, to wit:

Beginning at a point marked by Y%* brass pin in a concrete block stamped “ U. S. 
L. H, S.", said point bearing 139° 00' 30' and distant 540.4 feet from triangulation 
station “ Hope” , thence by true azimuths and distances, as follows:

1, 264° 34' 00' 1369.23 feet to a %* brass pin in a concrete block stamped 
“ U. S. L. H. S.” ; thence

2. 278° 54' 00' 290,0 feet to a point on the seashore at highwater mark;
-,3. Thence along the meanderings of highwater mark at seashore to a point 

’ which bears 840° 34' 00' and is distant 188.00 feet from the point of begin­
ning; thence

4. 264° 34' 00' 188.0 feet to the point of beginning, an d containing a n abea 
or 23.3 aches u o b e ob less.

%n « a U iu e s a  'S m txeaf, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed.

D one at the City of Washington this 3* day of February, in the year of
[s e a l ] our Lord one thousand nine hundred and twenty-eight and of the 

Independence of the United States the one hundred and fifty-second,

CALVIN COOLIDGE
By the President:

F r a n k B. K ellogg
Secretary o f State

[No. 1827]

t .  i  N f X i  H


