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Attorney General Francis Biddle announced today that out of a total of ,
—.. . . ■ * - V  ’ :

2,5^8 cases of alien enemies heard before local Alien Enemy Hearing Boards ‘ ̂  .•
■ . . . ,... ... V  • - ^

through April 25, he had ordered internment for the duration of the war for *r 1* 

1,329, parole for 875 and outright release for 371# **$>*?'
 ̂• ■* .. •/£.% •'if’1' _-s, - ' " • ‘-'v*

Of the total number of alien enemies involved, Mr. Biddle said 1 2 7 5  ^

were Germans, 996 were Japanese and 277 were Italians

Under the procedure which has been followed since the declaration of war
■’ ...  •-• • ■ * • ‘ . . .  “

alien enemies believed to be dangerous are apprehended by the FBI Each alien 5 - Js
' , . m r -  -*r;

is held in custody by the Immigration and Naturalization Service until, a hearing j f'y 

on his case can be held before an Alien Enemy Hearing Board sitting* usually, <'>

in the community from which the alien canes# • After hearing all evidence. ill the v ' :••*:
■ rV ■ "v

case, including, usually, the alien himself and any character witnesses «r 'aiSi-^^l:
•• - •  i  • • •’. ' . ' • • " ' • • I

davits he may present, the board may recommend either outright release* release >• \
• - 1 . “-V-i?.-. ■ .ykjt,c ■ * • aJCTon parole, or internment# These recommendations are reviewed by the Alien£ v > •

• >' V ̂Enemy Control Unit of the Department of Justice and final decision in each case ’• "*
i ' .<#?**

_  \j: • 1■ ■ • • v‘V*J

is made by the Attorney General. ^ * -■<
•; f . §*■' * S

Mr. Biddle pointed out that parole is usually accorded those alien ensiles
s 'f rt' A£’~ jv * v.

against whom no subversive intent can be proved but who, through family- ties or
„ „ • 1 !?.' • - *• J

• v • : 1 • --
former membership in suspected organizations* leave seme doubt as to their “/■ ? •• '

loyalty# In order to secure parole they must be sponsored by a reputable citi­

zen and report regularly to him as well as to the Immigration and Naturalization 

Service. Violation of parole results in Immediate internment for the deration 

of the war.
\

In order to be released outright alien enemies must prove their loyalty 

beyond question# In the case of many of those who have been released, t h e i r - \■ »' V* 1 /*’.- V *
. ' “ tr - y y .-• \ ■■■ -■>. ■;
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apprehension in the first instance was due to seme suspicious circanstehoe
' • •' ' •' • r /

which they were able later to explain satisfactorily. Mr. Biddle said that
•" ' • ' • ' ; *• v ./ -y? &y

of the 371 released to date, 215 were released during the first month after
' ■ “  . • ' • ■' :: " - ■“ -  • ’• •••: ^  • . :*■'• • •• *• „ l-v *- y A >' •* :•hearings began* ’ /•

• The following table shows,.by nationalities, the disposition of alien
enemy cases through April 25.

Nationality  Released Paroled Interned Total • '
German 228 49 1   556  1,275
Italian 7 3   9 1   113  227
Japanese 7 0  293  633  996

• . 

* TOTAL ' 371  8 7 5   1 3 2 9   2 5 4 8
 

 


