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A SPEECH BY

CONGRESSMAN SPARK MATSUNAGA
OF HAWAII

BEFORE THE

UNITED PUBLIC WORKERS RETIREE UNIT
| HONOLULU, HAWAII

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1976
CHAIRMAN ROFFMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, ALCHA.
JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES, THE ECONOMIST, WAS ASKED ONCE WHAT
HIS ECONOMIC THEORIES WERE CONCERNING LONG-TERM POLICY. KEYNES
REFUSED TO COMMENT, BECAUSE, HE SAID, “IN THE LONG RUN, WE'RE
ALL DEAD.”
THAT IS A NOT-VERY-SUBTLE COMMENT ON THE POLICIES WE

NEED TO FOLLOW TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF OLDER AMERICANS. IN

THE SHORT RUN, THE WATCHWORD IS URGENCY, (EEFORE THE SIX-YEAR

TERM IN THE SENATE I AM SEEKING EXPIRES, TWO OF EVERY FIVE
PERSONS OVER 65 TODAY WILL NO LONGER BE ALIVE.] DR. ARTHUR
FLEMMING, CHAIRMAN OF THE 1971 WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING,

SAID IN OPENING THAT CONFERENCE:




“THE CRY OF OLDER PERSONS THROUGHOUT OUR NATION IS,
ACT: DO NOT WRITE ABOUT ME, DO NOT EVEN TALK ABOUT ME --
BUT ACT:!:

AND WHAT ARE THE IMMEDIATE CONCERNS OF OLDER AMERICANS?
THEY ARE SIMPLY STATED:

FIRST, OLDER AMERICANS NEED A HEALTH CARE SYSTEM THAT
MINISTERS TO THEM WITHOUT BLEEDING THEIR POCKETBOOKS,

SECOND, OLDER AMERICANS NEED A DECENT PLACE IN WHICH
TO LIVE,

THIRD, AND PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT, OLDER AMERICANS NEED

TO BE ASSURED A LEVEL OF INCOME THAT IS COMPATIBLE WITH MINIMAL

DIGNITY IN THEIR RETIREMENT YEARS,

FIRST, LET'S LOOK BRIEFLY AT THE HEALTH NEEDS OF OUR
SENIOR CITIZENS,

WHEN T FIRST CAMPAIGNED FOR CONGRESS IN 1962, CONE OF THE
MAJOR PLANKS IN MY PERSONAL PLATFORM WAS THE ENACTMENT CF

MEDICARE. I‘M SURE YOU REMEMBER THAT PHYSICIANS AND OTHERS
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SAID IT WOULD BE THE BEGINNING OF “SOCIALIZED MEDICINE,” AND
WOULD LEAD TO CHAOS.

WELL, MEDICARE BECAME LAW IN 1965, I AM PROUD TO SAY,
BUT HEALTH CARE COSTS HAVE SKYROCKETED SINCE, TO THE POINT

THAT OLDER PERSONS PAY MORE MONEY FOR HEALTH CARE TODAY THAN

WHEN MECICARE WAS FIRST ENACTED,

A NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE SYSTEM IS THE OBVIOUS SOLUTION

TO THIS PROBLEM, ONE THAT WOULD GUARANTEE TO EVERY AMERICAN,

YOUNG OR OLD, THE RIGHT TO ADEQUATE HEALTH CARE REGARDLESS OF
INCOME., T HAVE SPONSORED SUCH A BILL, THE NATIONAL HEALTH
SECURITY BILL.

BUT THE CLIMATE FOR SUCH A MAJOR CHANGE IN OUR HEALTH CARE
DELIVERY SYSTEM IS NOT FAVORABLE, AT LEAST UNTIL AFTER THE CHANGE
IN ADMINISTRATION IN JANUARY, EVEN THEN, WE HAVE TO RECOGNIZE
THAT PUTTING SUCH A PLAN INTO EFFECT WILL BE A TIME-CONSUMING,

PAINSTAKING JOB., SENIOR CITIZENS CANNOT WAIT FOR ADEQUATE
HEALTH CARE,




THAT'S WHY T HAVE INTRODUCED WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL AN
INTERIM MEASURE, THE MEDICARE REFORM ACT. IT WOULD MAKE
MEDICARE MORE NEARLY WHAT IT WAS INTENDED TO BE IN THE FIRST

PLACE -- ASSURANCE TO OLDER AMERICANS THAT THE HEALTH CARE

RESOURCES THEY NEED WILL BE AVAILABLE, WHETHER THEY ARE RICH,

POOR OR IN BETWEEN,

UNDER MY BILL “PART A" AND “PART B” WOULD BE COMBINED,
AND THE MONTHLY PREMIUM WOULD BE ELIMINATED., MORE BENEFITS
WOULD BE AVATLABLE, AND THERE WOULD BE NO MORE DEDUCTIBLES.

FOR THOSE ABOVE THE POVERTY LINE A SYSTEM OF MODEST CO-PAYMENTS
WOULD BE RETAINED,

[ ALSO BELIEVE WE MUST SHIFT THE PRESENT THRUST OF
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID ON HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME TREATMENT,
HOME HEALTH CARE IS OFTEN LESS EXPENSIVE, AND IT ALWAYS HELPS
PRESERVE THE INDEPENDENCE AND DIGNITY OF THE OLDER PERSON BETTER

THAN BEING PLACED IN AN INSTITUTION, 1 HAVE THEREFCRE JOINED
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MY COLLEAGUES ON THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING IN
SPONSORING A BILL TO LIBERALIZE HOME HEALTH TREATMENT LIMITS,

AS FOR HOUSING, THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGING HAS ESTIMATED
THAT IN 1976 MORE THAN EIGHT MILLION ELDERLY PEOPLE LIVE IN
DILAPIDATED, DETERIORATING HOMES LACKING BASIC FACILITIES., 1IN
MY OWN SUBCOMMITTEE’S HEARINGS IN HAWAII, WE FOUND ELDERLY
PEOPLE IN KONA LIVING IN ABANDONED COFFEE SHACKS WITH NO PLUMBING,
TWO OUT OF THREE ELDERLY TENANTS IN HAWAII, WE FOUND, ARE LIVING
IN SUBSTANDARD APARTMENTS,

TRONICALLY, ALL THIS IS HAPPENING AT A TIME WHEN THE

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN HAWAIT AND NATIONWIDE IS DESPERATELY

IN NEED OF JOBS, THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION HAD FROZEN ALL

SUBSIDIZED HOUSING, INCLUDING THAT SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR
THE ELDERLY, FOR A TWO YEAR PERIOD, BUT CONGRESS PUT HOUSING
FOR THE ELDERLY BACK IN BUSINESS AGAIN, AND THE LEVEL OF ACTIVITY

IN THE COMING FISCAL YEAR WILL BE ALMOST DOUBLE THAT OF THIS YEAR,




IT'S A NATIONAL DISGRACE THAT 18 OUT OF EVERY 19 APPLICA-
TIONS FOR ELDERLY HOUSING WERE REJECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN 1975. YOU HAVE MY SOLEMN
PLEDGE TO DD ALL IN MY PCWER TO CHANGE THAT SITUATION,

ABOVE ALL ELSE AN ADEQUATE INCOME CONSTITUTES THE MOST
BASIC NEED OF ELDERLY CITIZENS., THE HEAD OF MAUI ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITY, JOSEPH SOUKI, PUT IT MOST SUCCINCTLY WHEN HE TOLD

MY SUBCOMMITTEE:

“UPON RETIREMENT, THE SENIOR CITIZEN IS FACED WITH
ALMOST IMMEDIATE POVERTY ....HIS LIFESTYLE CHANGES, WHICH
RESULTS IN CORRESPONDING PROBLEMS IN NUTRITION, HEALTH,
RECREATION AND IMMOBILITY FOR SPIRIT AND BODY.”

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF STEPS CONGRESS CAN AND SHOULD TAKE
SOON IN THIS AREA:

FIRST, THE SOCIAL SECURITY TRUST FUND MUST BE SHORED

UP. THE BASIC PROBLEM HERE, OF COURSE, IS A LAGGING ECONOMY,

UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE DON'T PAY SOCIAL SECURITY OR ANY OTHER TAXES.




WE HAVE TO GET THE ECONOMY MOVING AGAIN, AND I‘LL DO EVERYTHING
I CAN ALONG THAT LINE, IN ADDITION THERE ARE A NUMBER OF
CHANGES WHICH NEED TO BE MADE, SUCH AS INCREASING THE WAGE
BASE ON WHICH THE TAX IS IMPOSED,

ANOTHER KEY FEDERAL PROGRAM THAT ASSISTS SENIOR CITIZENS
IN MAINTAINING INCOME IS FOOD STAMPS. I'VE HEARD SOME HORROR
STORIES ABOUT FOOD STAMP ABUSE, BUT THEY NEVER CENTER ON THE
ELDERLY, THE MOST HORRIBLE STORY ABOUT FOOD STAMPS IN HAWAII,

IN MY JUDGMENT, IS THAT 70% OF THE ELDERLY QUALIFIED FOR FOOD

STAMPS DON'T GET THEM. THE SAME IS TRUE IN OTHER STATES.

THE CASE OF AN ELDERLY ST, LOUIS MAN WHICH CAME TO MY
ATTENTION, DRAMATICALLY ILLUSTRATES THE NEED FOR FOOD STAMPS.,
HE PAYS $60 OF HIS $70 MONTHLY DISABILITY CHECK TO HIS LANDLORD.
HE SPENDS $4 To Buy $44 WORTH OF FOOD STAMPS, WHICH LEAVES HIM
$6 FOR "LUXURIES.” 1 SUBMIT TO YOU THAT THAT IS A TRUE HORROR

STORY WHICH COULD BE WORSE WITHOUT THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM.
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UNFORTUNATELY, THE FEW ABUSES UNCOVERED HAVE GIVEN THE
PROGRAM A BAD NAME. WHEN THE ADMINISTRATION TRIED TO SLICE
SEVERAL MILLION ELDERLY PEOPLE OFF THE FOOD STAMP ROLLS EARLY
THIS YEAR, THE COURTS SAID “NO.” FOOD STAMP LEGISLATION IS

NOW PENDING IN THE HOUSE, I AM IN CONSULTATION WITH SEVERAL

OF MY COMMITTEE ON AGING COLLEAGUES ABOUT HOW TO IMPROVE THE

BILL APPROVED BY THE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE, SO THAT SENIOR
CITIZENS WILL NOT BE PUNISHED FOR THE SINS OF OTHERS,

AN ADEQUATE INCOME IS NECESSARY TO PRQOVIDE OUR RETIRED
CITIZENS WITH THE BASIC NECESSITIES OF LIFE, SUCH AS FOOD, FOR
AS YOUR CHAIRMAN, MAX ROFFMAN, SO APTLY TESTIFIED LAST YEAR
IN WASHINGTON BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING, “HUNGER IN
PARADISE IS STILL HUNGER.”

SHELTER, HEALTH, ADEQUATE INCOME -- THESE ARE THE THREE
CORNERSTONES OF A DECENT EXISTENCE FOR OLDER AMERICANS, I WILL
CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN ALL THREE AREAS IF I AM

ELECTED TO THE U.S. SENATE,




THERE ARE OTHER EFFORTS THAT MUST BE ON OUR IMMEDIATE
AGENDA -- IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY,
PROMOTING MORE AND BETTER SENIOR CENTERS, CUTTING DOWN ON
CRIMINAL VICTIMIZATION OF OLDER PEOPLE, TO NAME A FEW. I HAVE
TAKEN SPECIFIC STEPS IN EACH OF THESE AREAS, AND MORE, AND T AM
PLEASED THAT I'VE EARNED A 1007% RATING FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF SENIOR CITIZENS OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS.

BUT LET'S LOOK THIS MORNING BEYOND THESE ISSUES, LET'S
LOOK AT HOW WE CAN ADD, AS THE SAYING GOES, LIFE TO THE YEARS.

MORE AND MORE OF US WILL BE LIVING TO ADVANCED STAGES OF LIFE,

I BELIEVE THAT ONE OF THE- MAJOR TASKS WE WHO CARE ABOUT OLDER

AMERICANS FACE IS TO MAKE EVERYONE IN AMERICA AWARE THAT AGING
IS A PROCESS -- NOT A DISEASE.

OLDER PEOPLE HAVE PROBLEMS, YES. BUT THEY ALSO HAVE
SKILLS, THEY HAVE HOBBIES, INTERESTS -- THEY HAVE POTENTIAL.
I WANT TO EXPLORE WAYS TO REINVOLVE OLDER PEOPLE IN THE ECONOMIC

MAINSTREAM OF OUR SOCIETY, I WANT OUR YOUNG PEOPLE TO BENEFIT
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FROM THE EXPERIENCE AND WISDOM OF THEIR ELDERS,

IN AN AGE WHERE THE SUPPLY OF CHEAP, ABUNDANT NATURAL
RESOURCES IS CLEARLY OVER, THERE CAN BE NO HIGHER NATIONAL
PRIORITY THAN THE FULL AND CREATIVE CULTIVATION OF OUR HUMAN
RESOURCES -- RESQURCES THAT FLOURISH WITH AGE AND EXPERIENCE,

I LOOK FORWARD TO A DAY WHEN THERE WILL BE NO NEED FOR A
COMMITTEE ON AGING, IN EITHER THE HOUSE OR THE SENATE,

UNTIL THAT DAY, T INTEND TO DO THE BEST I CAN TO PURSUE
SIMPLE DIGNITY FOR OLDER PEOPLE IN THE SHORT TERM AND, IN THE
LONGER TERM, FULL ACHIEVEMENT OF TWO BROAD GOALS:

FIRST, THE RIGHT TO EXERCISE INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE;
AND SECOND,

THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN EVERY PHASE OF OUR
COMMUNITY LIFE,

THAT CONSTITUTES, I BELIEVE, A FULL AGENDA. WITH YOUR

HELP, I BELIEVEkE CAN SUCCEED,

MAHALO:




A SPEECH BY
CONGRESSMAN SPARK MATSUNAGA
OF HAWAII
BEFORE THE

UNITED PUBLIC WORKERS RETIREE UNIT
HONOLULU, HAWATI

- WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1976

CHAIRMAN ROFFMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, ALCHA:

JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES, THE ECONOMIST, WAS ASKED ONCE WHAT
HIS ECONOMIC THEORIES WERE CONCERNING LONG-TERM POLICY, KEYNES
REFUSED TO COMMENT, BECAUSE, HE SAID, "IN THE LONG RUN, WE'RE
ALL DEAD.”

THAT IS A NOT-VERY-SUBTLE COMMENT ON THE POLICIES VE
NEED TO FOLLOW TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF OLDER ANERIQANS. IN
THE SHORT RUN, THE WATCHWORD IS URGENCY, [EEFORE THE SIX-YEAR

TERM IN THE SENATE I AM SEEKING EXPIRES, TWO OF EVERY FIVE

PERSONS OVER 65 TODAY WILL NO LONGER BE ALIYE:} DR. ARTHUR

FLEMMING, CHAIRMAN OF THE 1971 WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON AGING,

SAID IN OPENING THAT CONFERENCE:




“THE CRY OF OLDER PERSONS THROUGHOUT OUR NATION IS,
ACT: DO NOT WRITE ABOUT ME, DO NOT EVEN TALK ABOUT ME --
BUT ACT::

AND WHAT ARE THE IMMEDIATE CONCERNS OF OLDER AMERICANS?
THEY ARE SIMPLY STATED:

FIRST, OLDER AMERICANS NEED A HEALTH CARE SYSTEM THAT
MINISTERS TO THEM WITHOUT BLEEDING THEIR POCKETBOOKS,

SECOND, OLDER AMERICANS NEED A DECENT PLACE IN WHICH
T0 LIVE,

THIRD, AND PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT, OLDER AMERICANS NEED
TC BE ASSURED A LEVEL OF INCOME THAT IS COMPATIBLE WITH MINIMAL
DIGNITY IN THEIR RETIREMENT YEARS.

FIRST, LET’S LOOK BRIEFLY AT THE HEALTH NEEDS OF OUR
SENIOR CITIZENS,

WHEN T FIRST CAMPAIGNED FOR CONGRESS IN 1962, CNE OF THE

MAJOR PLANKS IN MY PERSONAL PLATFORM WAS THE ENACTMENT CF

MEDICARE, I'M SURE YOU REMEMBER THAT PHYSICIANS AND OTHERS




SAID IT WOULD BE THE BEGINNING OF “SOCIALIZED MEDICINE,” AND
WOULD LEAD TO CHAOS.

WELL, MEDICARE BECAME LAW N 1965, 1 AM PROUD TO SAY,
BUT HEALTH CARE COSTS HAVE SKYROCKETED SINCE, TO THE POINT
THAT OLDER RcRSONS PAY MORE MONEY FOR HEALTH CARE TODAY THAN
\HEN MECICARE WAS FIRST ENACTED,

A NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE SYSTEM IS THE OBVIQUS SOLUTION
TO THIS PROBLEM, ONE THAT WOULD GUARANTEE TO EVERY AMERICAN,

YOUNG OR OLD, THE RIGHT TO ADEQUATE REALTH CARE REGARDLESS OF

INCOME, T HAVE SPONSORED SUCH A BILL, THE NATIONAL HEALTH

SECURITY BILL,

BUT THE CLIMATE FOR SUCH A MAJOR CHANGE.IN OUR HEALTH CARE
DELIVERY SYSTEM IS NOT FAVORABLE, AT LEAST UNTIL AFTER THE CHANGE
IN ADMINISTRATION IN JANUARY. EVEN THEN, WE HAVE TO RECOGNIZE
THAT PUTTING SUCH A PLAN INTO EFFECT WILL BE A TIME-CONSUMING,

PAINSTAKING JOB., SENIOR CITIZENS CANNOT WAIT FOR RADEQUATE

HEALTH CARE.




THAT'S WHY T HAVE INTRODUCED WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL AN
INTERIM MEASURE, THE MEDICARE REFORM ACT., IT WOULD MAKE
MEDICARE MORE NEARLY WHAT IT VAS INTENDED TO BE IN THE FIRST

PLACE -- ASSURANCE TO OLDER AMERICANS THAT THE HEALTH CARE

RESOURCES THEY NEED WILL BE AVAILABLE, WHETHER THEY ARE RICH,

POOR OR IN BETHWEEN,

UNDER MY BILL “PART A” AND “PART B” WOULD BE COMBINED,
AND THE MONTHLY PREMIUM WOULD BE ELIMINATED, MORE BENEFITS
WOULD BE AVAILABLE, AND THERE WOULD BE NO MORE DEDUCTIBLES,

FOR THOSE ABOVE THE POVERTY LINE A SYSTEM OF MODEST CO-PAYMENTS
WOULD BE RETAINED,

I ALSD BELIEVE WE MUST SHIFT THE PRESENT THRUST OF
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID ON HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME TREATMENT,
HOME HEALTH CARE IS OFTEN LESS EXPENSIVE, AND IT ALWAYS HELPS
PRESERVE THE INDEPENDENCE AND DIGNITY OF THE OLDER PERSON BETTER

THAN BEING PLACED IN AN INSTITUTION. I HAVE THEREFORE JOINED




MY COLLEAGUES ON THE HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING IN
SPONSORING A BILL TO LIBERALIZE HOME HEALTH TREATMENT LIMITS.

AS FOR HOUSING, THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGING HAS ESTIMATED
THAT IN 1976 MORE THAN EIGHT MILLION ELDERLY PEOPLE LIVE IN
DILAPIDATED, DETERIORATING HOMES LACKING BASIC FACILITIES. IN
MY OWN SUBCOMMITTEE’S HEARINGS IN HAWAIT, WE FOUND ELDERLY

PEOPLE IN KONA LIVING IN ABANDONED COFFEE SHACKS WITH NO PLUMBING,

THO OUT OF THREE ELDERLY TENANTS IN HAWAII, WE FOUND, ARE LIVING

IN SUBSTANDARD APARTMENTS,

TRONICALLY, ALL THIS IS HAPPENING AT A TIME WHEN THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY IN HAWAIT AND NATIONWIDE IS DESPERATELY
IN NEED OF JOBS., THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION HAD FROZEN ALL
SUBSIDIZED HOUSING, INCLUDING THAT SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR
THE ELDERLY, FOR A TWO YEAR PERIOD, BUT CONGRESS PUT HOUSING
FOR THE ELDERLY BACK IN BUSINESS AGAIN, AND THE LEVEL OF ACTIVITY

IN THE COMING FISCAL YEAR WILL BE ALMOST DOUBLE THAT OF THIS YEAR.




IT'S A NATIONAL DISGRACE THAT 18 OUT OF EVERY 19 APPLICA-

TIONS FOR ELDERLY HOUSING WERE REJECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN 1975, YOU HAVE MY SOLEMN
PLEDGE TO DO ALL IN MY POWER TO CHANGE THAT SITUATION,

ABOVE ALL ELSE AN ADEQUATE INCOME CONSTITUTES THE MOST
BASIC NEED OF ELDERLY CITIZENS, THE HEAD OF MAUT ECONOMIC
OPPORTUNITY, JOSEPH SOUKI, PUT IT MOST SUCCINCTLY WHEN HE TOLD

MY SUBCOMMITTEE:

“UPON RETIREMENT, THE SENIOR CITIZEN IS FACED WITH
ALMOST IMMEDIATE POVERTY ....HIS LIFESTYLE CHANGES, WHICH
RESULTS IN CORRESPONDING PROBLEMS IN NUTRITION, HEALTH,
RECREATION AND IMMOBILITY FOR SPIRIT AND BODY.”

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF STEPS CONGRESS CAN AND SHOULD TAKE
SOON IN THIS AREA:

FIRST, THE SOCIAL SECURITY TRUST FUND MUST BE SHORED
UP. THE BASIC PROBLEM HERE, OF COURSE, IS A LAGGING ECONQOMY.

UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE DON‘T PAY SOCIAL SECURITY OR ANY OTHER TAXES,




WE HAVE TO GET THE ECONOMY MOVING AGAIN, AND I‘LL DO EVERYTHING
I CAN ALONG THAT LINE. IN ADDITION THERE ARE A NUMBER OF
CHANGES WHICH NEED TO BE MADE, SUCH AS INCREASING THE WAGE
BASE ON WHICH THE TAX IS IMPOSED,

ANOTHER KEY FEDERAL PROGRAM THAT ASSISTS SENIOR CITIZENS
IN MAINTAINING INCOME IS FOOD STAMPS. I'VE HEARD SOME HORROR
STORIES ABOUT FOOD STAMP ABUSE, BUT THEY NEVER CENTER ON THE
ELDERLY, THE'MOST HORRIBLE STORY ABOUT FOOD STAMPS IN HAWAII,

IN MY JUDGMENT, IS THAT 70% OF THE ELDERLY QUALIFIED FOR FOOD

STAMPS DON'T GET THEM. THE SAME IS TRUE IN OTHER STATES,

THE CASE OF AN ELBERLY ST. LOUIS MAN WHICH CAME TO MY -
ATTENTION, DRAMATICALLY ILLUSTRATES THE NEED FOR FOOD STAMPS,
HE PAYS $60 OF HIS $70 MONTHLY DISABILITY CHECK TO HIS LANDLORD,
HE SPENDS $4 To Buy $44 WORTH OF FOOD STAMPS, WHICH LEAVES HIM
$6 FOR "LUXURIES,” T SUBMIT TO YOU THAT IHAT IS A TRUE HORROR

STORY WHICH COULD BE WORSE WITHOUT THE FOOD STAMP PROGRAM,




UNFORTUNATELY, THE FEW ABUSES UNCOVERED HAVE GIVEN THE
PROGRAM A BAD NAME. WHEN THE ADMINISTRATION TRIED TO SLICE
SEVERAL MILLION ELDERLY PEOPLE OFF THE FOOD STAMP ROLLS EARLY
THIS YEAR, THE COURTS SAID “NO.” FOOD STAMP LEGISLATION IS
NOW PENDING IN THE HOUSE. T AM IN CONSULTATION WITH SEVERAL
OF MY COMMITTEE ON AGING COLLEAGUES ABOUT HOW TO IMPROVE THE
BILL APPROVED BY THE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE, SO THAT SENIOR
CITIZENS WILL NOT BE PUNISHED FOR THE SINS OF OTHERS.,

AN ADEQUATE INCOME IS NECESSARY TO PROVIDE OUR RETIRED
CITIZENS WITH THE BASIC NECESSITIES OF LIFE, SUCH AS FOOD, FOR
AS YOUR CHAIRMAN, MAX ROFFMAN, SO APTLY TESTIFIED LAST YEAR
IN WASHINGTON BEFORE THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING, “HUNGER IN
PARADISE IS STILL HUNGER.”

SHELTER, HEALTH, ADEQUATE INCOME -- THESE ARE THE THREE

CORNERSTONES OF A DECENT EXISTENCE FOR OLDER AMERICANS, T WILL

CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN ALL THREE AREAS IF I AM

ELECTED TO THE U,S. SENATE,




THERE ARE OTHER EFFORTS THAT MUST BE ON OUR IMMEDIATE
AGENDA -- IMPROVING TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY,
PROMOTING MORE AND BETTER SENIOR CENTERS, CUTTING DOWN ON
CRIMINAL VICTIMIZATION OF OLDER PEOPLE, TO NAME A FEW. I HAVE
TAKEN SPECIFIC STEPS IN EACH OF THESE AREAS, AND MORE, AND I AM
PLEASED THAT I'VE EARNED A 1007 RATING FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF SENIOR CITIZENS OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS,

BUT LET’S LOOK THIS MORNING BEYOND THESE ISSUES. LET'S
LOOK AT HOW WE CAN ADD, AS THE SAYING GOES, LIFE TO THE YEARS.

MORE AND MORE OF US WILL BE LIVING TO ADVANCED STAGES OF LIFE,

I BELIEVE THAT ONE OF THE. MAJOR TASKS WE WHO CARE ABOUT OLDER

AMERICANS FACE IS TO MAKE EVERYONE IN AMERICA AWARE THAT AGING
IS A PROCESS -- NOT A DISEASE.

OLDER PEOPLE HAVE PROBLEMS, YES. BUT THEY ALSO HAVE
SKILLS, THEY HAVE HOBBIES, INTERESTS -- THEY HAVE POTENTIAL.
I WANT TO EXPLORE WAYS TO REINVOLVE OLDER PEOPLE IN THE ECONOMIC

MAINSTREAM OF OUR SOCIETY, I WANT OUR YOUNG PEOPLE TO BENEFIT
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FROM THE EXPERIENCE AND WISDOM OF THEIR ELDERS,
IN AN AGE WHERE THE SUPPLY OF CHEAP, ABUNDANT NATURAL
RESOURCES IS CLEARLY OVER, THERE CAN BE NO HIGHER NATIONAL

PRIORITY THAN THE FULL AND CREATIVE CULTIVATION OF OUR HUMAN

RESOURCES -- RESQURCES THAT FLOURISH WITH AGE AND EXPERIENCE,

I’LOOK FORWARD TO A DAY WHEN THERE WILL BE NO NEED FOR A
COMMITTEE ON AGING, IN EITHER THE HOUSE OR THE SENATE,

UNTIL THAT DAY, I INTEND TO DO THE BEST 1 CAN TO PURSUE
SIMPLE DIGNITY FOR OLDER PEOPLE IN THE SHORT TERM AND, IN THE
LONGER TERM, FULL ACHIEVEMENT OF TWO BROAD GOALS:

FIRST, THE RIGHT TO EXERCISE INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE;
AND SECOND,

THE RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE FULLY IN EVERY PHASE OF OUR
COMMUNITY LIFE,

THAT CONSTITUTES, T BELIEVE, A FULL AGENDA. WITH YOUR
HELP, T BELIEVEWE CAN SUCCEED,

MAHALO.




