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Dear Jack:

I have your note regarding Commander McCoy's 
undiplomatic remarks regarding loyal Japanese 
American citizens, and, of course, I share your 
views.

We have already taken this matter up and. we are 
giving McCoy an unofficial reprimand and telling 
him not to do it again. Fortunately, I think 
comparatively little publicity was given to his 
remarks and we shall try to see that it does not 
happen again.

Sincerely,

James Forrestal

Honorable John J. McCloy 
Assistant Secretary of War 
War Department
Washington, D. C.
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March 21, 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FORRFSTAL:

Herewith is a telegram protesting some utterances by 
a naval officer against the use of American soldiers of 
Japanese descent in Army units.

I understand that McCoy is one of those who escaped 
from Mindanao with Dyess, and I have no doubt he has some 
well justified basis for bitterness; but the Army has decided 
to utilize the services of loyal Japanese American citizens 
by forming units composed of such citizens, and we are 
interested in maintaining their morale and fighting qualities. 
The record of the 100th Battalion in Italy is outstanding 
and compares favorably with any native American unit we have 
had engaged. The record of the 442nd Combat Team, which is 
still in this country, so far as its training tests show is 
also excellent.

We are making good use of Japanese American citizens 
as soldiers, not only in Italy but also in the Pacific, and 
we are preparing as a result, of our success with existing 
units to take in more Japanese American citizens, first to 
serve as replacements for the existing units as casualties 
occur, and secondly for general use in the Army. Comments 
such as these at a time when we are building up an excellent, 
morale in the Japanese American units is not helpful, nor,
I think, fair in the light of their record.

(SIGNED) JOHN J. McCLOY

JOHN J. McCLQY 
Assistant Secretary of War

Enc :
tlg. 20 March 44 to ASW fr. Saburo Kido, President of 
Japanese American Citizens League.
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22 March 1944

Japanese-American Citizens League,
25 E. Second South Street,
Salt Lake City, Utah.

Dear Sirs:

This will acknowledge receipt of your telegram 
to me regarding the alleged statements of Commander 
Melvin N. McCoy.

Any reflections on the loyalty of the Japanese- 
American citizens who are fighting in Italy and who 
are serving elsewhere in the Army, are both contrary 
to our military interest and most unfair in the light 
of the records of the 100th Battalion and the 442nd 
Combat Team.

I have not seen Commander McCoy’s speech. I 
can imagine that he is justifiably bitter as a result 
of his experiences but even so I cannot believe that 
he would impugn the loyalty of American soldiers who 
have done all that men can do to prove themselves 
in battle.

Sincerely,

(SIGNED) JOHN J. McCLOY
JOHH J. McCLOY

Assistant Secretary of War
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WUKH 143PZV(NINE) NL-SALTLAKECITY UTAH  20
JOHN J. MCCLOY

ASST SEC WAR WAR DEPT PENTAGON BLDG (WASHINGTON DC)

WISH TO CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO UNITED PRESS STORY DATE LINED 
SANFRANCISCO MARCH 18TH QUOTING NAVY COMMANDER MELVIN 
N MCCOY AS COMMENTING ON QUOTE GOOD REPORT UNQUOTE WHICH 
EAVE BEEN ISSUED ON JAPANESE AMERICAN SOLDIERS PROWEST IN 
ITALY COMMENTING MCCOY IS QUOTED AS SAYING QUOTE SURE, THOSE 
JAPS ARE MAKING GOOD RECORD AS SOLDIERS THEY ARE KILLING 
WHITS MEN THEY WOULD JUST AS SOON BE KILLING GERMANS AS 
OTHER WHITE MEN. EVERY JAP IN AMERICA SHOULD BE SHIPPED 
BACK TO JAPAN AFTER THE WAR WE'LL BE FOOLED UNLESS WE DO 
SEND THEM BACK UNQUOTE BECAUSE OF THE SPLENDID RECORD MADE 
BY AMERICAN SOLDIERS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY IN ITALY, AND 
WITH VIEW OF THE EFFECT THAT SUCH REPORTS MAY HAVE ON THE 
MORALE OF MEMBERS OF THE 442 COMBAT TEAM AND OTHER JAPANESE 
AMERICANS WHO ARE ABOUT TO GO INTO COMBAT WE BELIEVE THAT 
IT IS OUR DUTY TO BRING SUCH IRRESPONSIBLE AND DAMAGING 
STATEMENTS TO THE ATTENTION OF OUR PUBLIC OFFICIALS SO THAT 
DISCIPLINARY ACTION IS TAKEN IF SUCH ACTION IS WARRENTED

SABURO KIDO PRES OF JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
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