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SPEECH BY UNITED STATES SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE

20th Annual Memorial Service of the 100th
Infantry Battalion, September 26, 1965 

Punchbowl Cemetery
(To be delivered by Morio Omori, Executive Assistant)

AS WE NOTE THE OFFICIAL CASUALTY LISTS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM,

WE ARE PAINFULLY REMINDED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 29 OF 1943, THE FIRST 

CASUALTY WAS SUSTAINED BY THE 100th INFANTRY BATTALION — A 

CASUALTY WHICH WAS SOON TO BE FOLLOWED BY AN ALMOST NEVER-ENDING 

STREAM OF THE WOUNDED AND THE DYING. THE LENGTH OF THAT CASUALTY 

LIST COULD ONLY BE MATCHED BY THE DEPTH OF THE LOYALTY AND

BRAVERY SHOWN BY THE MEN OF THE PURPLE HEART BATTALION. THEY WHO 

REPOSE TODAY IN THE STILLNESS OF PUNCHBOWL AND THEIR SURVIVING 

COMRADES HAVE GAINED AN IMMORTAL PLACE IN THE ANNALS OF GREAT

MEN OF VALOR EVERYWHERE.

MEN OF VALOR DO NOT FIGHT WITHOUT A CAUSE. AND THE MEN OF 

VALOR OF THE 100th INFANTRY HAD THE GREATEST OF CAUSES TO FIGHT 

FOR. THEY FOUGHT WITH THE PURPOSE OF VINDICATING THEMSELVES TO 

BOTH THE BELIEVER AND DISBELIEVER OF THEIR PATRIOTISM. IN THIS 

BATTLE, THEY HAVE IRREVOCABLY WON.

THEY FOUGHT TO SHOW THEIR GRATITUDE FOR THE BLESSINGS 

BESTOWED BY THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE. THEY FOUGHT TO VANQUISH 

THOSE WHO WOULD DENY THAT PRIVILEGE TO THEM AND TO OTHER 

FREEDOM LOVING PEOPLE. IN THIS BATTLE, THEY HAVE ALSO WON.

THIS CEREMONY TODAY, THEREFORE, SHOULD SIGNIFY NOT ONLY A

SACRIFICE MADE BUT THE BEGINNING OF A VICTORY WHICH WAS TO BE 

EVENTUALLY WON.



TODAY, THERE IS NO QUESTION IN THE MINDS OF THEIR FELLOW 

AMERICANS THAT THERE ARE NO HYPHENATED AMERICANS IN HAWAII. 

TODAY, THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF THE MEN OF THE 100th, AS WELL 

AS THE OFFSPRINGS OF THOSE WHO FOLLOWED THEM, HAVE CONTINUED 

TO ENJOY THOSE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES FOR WHICH MANY GAVE THEIR 

LAST FULL MEASURE OF DEVOTION.

BUT TODAY IS ALSO A DAY OF CHALLENGE. THE TURMOIL IN 

SOUTHEAST ASIA AND INDIA, THE BATTLE OF THE MINORITY FOR A 

RIGHTFUL PLACE IN THE SUN, THE WAR AGAINST NEED AND POVERTY — 

THESE ARE BUT CONTINUING ROADBLOCKS TO THE BETTER LIFE THAT THE 

MEN AND WOMEN WHO LIE HERE DIED FOR. I URGE EACH OF YOU TO 

KEEP THEIR FAITH AND TO DEDICATE YOURSELVES TO THE ATTAINMENT 

OF MAN'S ULTIMATE GREATNESS.

I JOIN WITH YOU ALL TODAY IN EXPRESSING MY ETERNAL 

GRATITUDE TO THE 100th's FIRST CASUALTY, TO ALL THOSE WHO 

FOLLOWED HIM, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO CAME BACK TO SEE TO IT THAT 

THEY, INDEED, DID NOT DIE IN VAIN.
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TODAY, THERE IS NO QUESTION IN THE MINDS OF THEIR FELLOW 

AMERICANS AS TO THE LOYALTY OF THE NISEI. TODAY, THE SONS AND 

DAUGHTERS OF THE MEN OF THE 100th, AS WELL AS THE OFFSPRINGS OF 

THOSE WHO FOLLOWED THEM, HAVE CONTINUED TO ENJOY THOSE RIGHTS 

AND PRIVILEGES FOR WHICH MANY GAVE THEIR LAST FULL MEASURE OF 

DEVOTION.

TODAY IS ALSO A DAY OF CHALLENGE. THE TURMOIL IN SOUTHEAST 

ASIA AND INDIA, THE BATTLE OF THE MINORITY FOR A RIGHTFUL PLACE 

IN THE SUN, THE WAR AGAINST NEED AND POVERTY ARE BUT CONTINUING 

ROADBLOCKS TO THE BETTER LIFE THAT THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO LIE HERE 

DIED FOR. I URGE EACH OF YOU TO KEEP THEIR FAITH AND TO CONTINUE 

THE ETERNAL SEARCH FOR PEACE.

I JOIN WITH YOU ALL TODAY IN EXPRESSING MY ETERNAL 

GRATITUDE TO THE 100th's FIRST CASUALTY, TO ALL THOSE WHO FOLLOWED 

HIM, AND TO ALL THOSE WHO CAME BACK TO SEE TO IT THAT THEY, INDEED, 

DID NOT DIE IN VAIN.
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