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March 15, 1978

REMARKS MADE ON THE FLOOR OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES ON THE DEATH OF MR. KAHIKINA AKAKA

Mr. Speaker, it is with a deep sense of love for him, and
great gratitude for the gift of his life to me, my family,

Hawaii and our Nation that I offer this tribute to my
beloved father.

Kahikina Akaka, outstanding father of Hawaii and America,
died yesterday in Honolulu, 4 days short of 94 years.

Three of his sons were named "Fathers of the Year' for
Hawaii in their respective fields: my brothers, John Edward

Kahoa Akaka, Vice President of the Musicians Union in Hawaii and
former postal employee, in 1959: the Reverend Abraham Kahikina
Akaka, Pastor of Kawaiahao Church, in 1958: and myself, in the
field of Education, in 1966.

All of his other children have raised good families also,
and served well in their respective fields: Annie Kahikina
Akaka, a school teacher, retired with honors; Joseph Kahikina
Akaka, retired after 36 years of faithful service at the Pearl
Harbor Naval Shipyard; and Susan Akaka Taylor, clerk with the
State Department of Social Services and Housing.

Because of his father's and mother's need, my father had
to leave school at the 3rd grade level. He worked at age 12 as

an apprentice molder. He worked continuously at the Honolulu
Iron Works until 1946.

He taught his children the meaning, value and glory of hand
work--taking great pride in the quality of his work as he produced
machinery parts for sugar mills of Hawaii and molded parts for
ships that stopped in Honolulu for repairs. When we asked for
money, for help in solving problems, he would stimulate our
imagination and lead us to solutions, saying after we successfully
solved the problems: "If I do something for you that you can do
for yourself, I only make you weak."
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Among his children's most cherished memories are our family
ohanas or prayer times at the beginning and ending of each day,
when he led us in reciting Bible verses from memory, in singing
a hymn, in prayers of thanksgiving to God for blessings received,
and of petition for guidance, strength, and wisdom for the day.

My father took great pride in our Hawaiian heritage, rising
in the ranks of the Order of Kamehameha to the topmost position
of Kaukaualii. He also felt the need of the working man to
organize into unions, which he joined in 1912 and later served
as Secretary of the International Molders Union in Hawaii.

His love for and loyalty to our mother, Annie Kahoa, his
children, as well as his gentleness, strength, kindness, sacrifice,
patience, integrity and unfailing care gave unshakable credibility
to his religious faith. He served as Deacon and Trustee of
Kawaiahao Church and as secretary of the Sunday School.

Among America's most honored fathers are those who strengthen
the foundations of our Nation by helping their children and grand-
children learn, grow, and live to become the fulfillment of their
prayers. My father was such a man. His love for God and Country,
his deep and profound faith and unrelenting sense of duty have
been as flaming torches lighting the pathways of 1life for his
children, 34 grandchildren and 40 great grandchildren.

On his 94th birthday, this Sunday, March 19, his children
will rise up and call him Blessed. His Church and community will
honor him in special services to be held in Kawaiahao Church,
Hawaii's Westminster Abbey. And the words of the Lord Jesus will
be spoked: ""Well done good and faithful servant. Enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord."
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MR. SPEAKER, IT IS WITH A DEEP SENSE OF LOVE FOR HIM, AND

GREAT GRATITUDE FOR THE GIFT OF HIS LIFE TO ME, MY FAMILY, HAWAII
AND CUR NATION THAT I OFFER THIS TRIBUTE TO MY BELOVED FATHERL

KAHIKINA AKAKA, OUTSTANDING FATHER OF HAWAII AND AMERICA,
DIED YESTERDAY IN HONOLULU, 4 DAYS SHORT OF 94 YEARS.

THREE OF HIS SONS WERE NAMED "FATHERS OF THE YEAR" FOR
HAWAII IN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS: MY BROTHERS JOHN EDWARD
KAHOA AKAKA, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE MUSICIANS UNION IN HAWAII AND
FORMER POSTAL EMPLOYEE IN 1959; THE REVEREND ABRAHAM KAHIKINA
AKAKA, PASTOR OF KAWAIAHAO CHURCH IN 1958; AND MYSELF IN THE
FIELD OF EDUCATION IN 1966.

ALL OF HIS OTHER CHILDREN HAVE RAISED GOOD FAMILIES ALSO, AND
SERVED WELL IN THEIR RESPECTIVE FIELDS: ANNIE KAHIKINA AKAKA,

A SCHOOL TEACHER RETIRED WITH HONORS: JOSEPH KAHIKINA AKAKA, RETIRED
AFTER 36 YEARS OF FAITHFUL SERVICE AT THE PEARL HARBOR NAVAL SHIP-
YARD: AND SUSAN AKAKA TAYLOR, CLERK WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF
SOCIAL SERVICES AND HOUSING.

BECAUSE OF HIS FATHER'S AND MOTHER'S NEED, MY FATHER HAD TO
LEAVE SCHOOL AT THE 3RD GRADE LEVEL. HE WORKED AT AGE 12 AS AN
APPRENTICE MOLDER. HE WORKED CONTINUOUSLY AT THE HONOLULU IRON
WORKS UNTIL 1946.

HE TAUGHT HIS CHILDREN THE MFANING, VALUE AND GLORY OF HARD
WORK--TAKING GREAT PRIDE IN THE QUALITY OF HIS WORK AS HE PRODUCED
MACHINERY PARTS FOR SUGAR MILLS OF HAWAII AND MOLDED PARTS FOR
SHIPS THAT STOPPED IN HONOLULU FOR REPAIRS. WHEN WE ASKED FOR

MONEY, FOR HELP IN SOLVING PROBLEMS, HE WOULD STIMULATE OUR




IMAGINATION AND LEAD US TO SOLUTIONS, SAYING AFTER WE SUCCESSFULLY
SOLVED THE PROBLEMS: "IF I DO SOMETHING FOR YOU THAT YOU CAN DO
FGR YOURSELF, I ONLY MAKE YOU WEAK."

AMONG HIS CHILDREN'S MOST CHERISHED MEMORIES ARE OUR FAMILY

OHANAS OR PRAYER TIMES AT THE BEGINNING AND ENDING OF EACH DAY,

(=)
WHEN HE L#&D US IN RECITING BIBLE VERSES FROM MEMORY, IN SINGING A

HYMN, IN PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING TO GOD FOR BLESSINGS RECEIVED, AND
O¥ PETITION FOR GUIDANCE, STRENGTH, AND WISDOM FOR THE DAY.

MY FATHER TOOK GREAT PRIDE IN OUR HAWAIIAN HERITAGE, RISING
IN THE RANKS OF THE ORDER OF KAMEHAMEHA TO THE TOP MOST POSITION OF
KAUKAUALII. HE ALSO FELT THE NEED OF THE WORKING MAN TO ORGANIZE
IN TO UNIONS, WHEICH HE JOINED IN 1912 AND LATER SERVED AS SECRETARY
OF THE INTERNATIONAL MOLDERS UNION IN HAWAITI.

HIS LOVE FOR AND LOYALTY TO OUR MOTHER, ANNIE KAHOA, HIS
CEILDREN, AS WELL AS HIS GENTLENESS, STRENGTH, KINDNESS, SACRIFICE,
PATIENCE, INTEGRITY AND UNFAILING CARE GAVE UNSHAKABLE CREDIBILITY
TO HIS RELIGIOUS FAITH. HE SERVED AS DEACON AND TRUSTEE OF KAWAIAHAO
CHURCH AND AS SECRETARY OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

AMONG AMERICA'S MOST HONORED FATHERS ARE THOSE WHO STRENGTHEN
THE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR NATION BY HELPING THEIR CHILDREN AND GRAND-
CHILDREN AND GREAT GRANDCHILDREN LEARN, GROW, AND LIVE TO BECOME THE
TULFILLMENT OF THEIR PRAYERS. MY FATHER WAS SUCH A MAN. HIS LOVE
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, HIS DEEP AND PROFOUND FAITH AND UNRELENTING
SENSE OF DUTY HAVE BEEN AS FLAMING TORCHES LIGHTING THE PATHWAYS
OF LIFE FOR HIS CHILDREN, 34 GRANDCHILDREN AND 40 GREAT GRANDCHILDREN.

ON HIS 94TH BIRTHDAY, THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 19, HIS CHILDREN

WILL RISE UP AND CALL HIM BLESSED. HIS CHURCH AND COMMUNITY WILL
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HONOR HIM IN SPECIAL SERVICES TO BE HELD IN KAWATIAHAO CHURCH,
HAWAII'S WESTMINSTER ABBEY. AND THE WORDS OF THE LORD JESUS WiLL
BE SPOKEN: "WELL DONE GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT. ENTER THOU

INTO THE JOY OF THY &®ND."
Loe o




