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Micronesia’s Leading Newspaper Smce 1972

A Hardworking Group. Members and officers of the Northern Marianas Beaut g PageantAssoaatlon gather

foragroup photo after ameeting yesterday. The NMI Pageant is scheduled for

unday .Photoby Aldwin R, Fajardo

By Aidwin R. Fajardo

Variety News.Staff .
TWOMORE nonresident work-
ers have been tested positive for
the human immunodeficiency
virus [HIV], a pathogen which
causes AIDS, according'to the
publlc health department..-

This brings to four the total of -

HIV infection discovered sinee
the government started the
implementation of the emer-
gency health screenmg regu]a—
tions.

Public Health Secretary Jo--

seph Kevin Villagomez refused
to disclose the nationality of the
guest workers who have: been

found to be infected with HIV. .

-Villagomez said they are still

Northwest buys 15%
stake 1in Continental

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
NORTHWEST Airlines has en-
tered into an agreement with
Micronesia’s flag carrier, acquir-
ing at least 15 percent shares of
Continental Airlines, a ranking
company official disclosed yes-

terday.

Walter Dias, Continental vice
president for sales and promo-
tion, said the two airline compa-
nieshaveentered into a codeshare

sition but he said it was more than
half a billion dollars.

“The agreement has not been
finalized yet. It is still waiting
government approval.. The US
transportation department has to
approve it,” he told Variety.

The airline executive, who
spoke before Saipan Rotary Club
members, said the codeshare
agreementisexpected tobe signed
up by mid-1998.

Underthe agreement, Dias said,
Northwest will own 15 percentof

rate management teams, running
their companies separately.

He said Northwest wili get the
rights after six years and may
decide what to do with their shares
in Continental.

Underthe codeshare agreement
program, Continental’s OnePass
members may earn mileage by
flying Northwest flights in some
destinations, and so are
Northwest's frequent travelers.

“What it is designed to do is
once the program is up and run-

gage all the way through, even
when they have to take either of
the two airline companies aircraft
in their connecting flight...And
they can earn miles regardless of
which airlines,” he explained.

He said the first part of the
program will be implemented in
two to three months, adding that
Continental is still working out
some important details with
Northwest management.

“We re kind of working out the
details with the Northwest people.

Workers test
‘positive’ for HIV

arianas “Varie ty“l%ws

. waiting for confirmation, follow-

ing the'succecding tests con-

" ducted on the workers blood

samples. |

He saxd the DPH is expectmg
to document. more cases of HIV
infection in the Northern
Mariana Islands, ,adding that the
mandatory screening for HIV of
nonresident workers will help
combat the spread of the virus.

The health chief said the'esti-
mated 150 unconfirmed cases of

~ HIVinfectioninthe CNMIc;ouId

be a “real possnblllty
"“'For one main reason, the
CNMI is very close to Asian
countries that have been known
to have rampant HIV
‘antmued on page 20

' NMI Immlgratlon'

.agent charged
\ mth mlsconduct’=

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE ATTORNEY General’s
Office yesterday filed criminal
charges against an immigra-
tion inspector for alleged mis-
conduct in connection with an
immigratien fraud case.

Eloy Tegita Dela Cruz was
charged with harboring anille-
gal alien, two counts of assist-
ing an illegal entry, employ-
ment of an illegal alien, extor-
tion, two counts of bribery, im-
migrationfraud and two counts
of misconduct in public office.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Aaron
Williams in the complaint said
Dela Cruz harbored and em-
ployed Pola Olermo, an illegal
alien, between May 3, 1996

agreement early this year, result-

ing to Northwest's acquisition of In 2-3 months we can make an and Dec. 15, 1996.

ning, it will become invisible to LS

the passengers,” Dias said, which  announcement of what the pro- Williams alleged Dela Cruz

means that flying on a Continen-  gram is going to look like,” he ﬂssmeq the entry.ofOlerr.nQ as

tal and then a Northwest flight  said. a tourist or business visitor

proval by the United States De- “These shares will be putintoa  would no longer require separate Dias alsosaid that the codeshare \the'?l thel actu:i\l purpose was

partment of Transportation. Trust,” he said. tickets and separate boarding  program will result to the putting OrTlh cgal emp oym@gtt.h th
He could not say how much He pointed out that Northwest  passeés. up of additional destinations in © prosecutor sald that be-

Continental shares, adding that
15 pereent Continental shares. there is at least 51 pereent voting

But Dias said the agreement is  rights associated with the acquired
yet to be signed pending the ap- shures.

money was involved in the acqui-
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and Continental will remain sepa-

“Passengers can check their fug-

DOF head to legislators:
‘Be realistic on budget’

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
FINANCE Secretary Lucy Dlg.
Nielsen urged the Legislature
'yeslelddy to be “'realistic” when
passing a budget bill to make
sure that the government avoids
incurring big deficits.

During -a confirmation hear-
ing at the Senate committee on
executive appointments and gov-
ernmental investigations,
Nielsen disclosed that of the cu-

mulative deficit figure of $35
million noted last year, at least
$17 million was caused by the
governmenthaving spentabove
revenue levels.

One of the reasons for this,
Nielsen said, was that certain
agencies have spent much more
thanthe budget appropriated for
them. Most of the expenditures
were spent on overtime pay-
ments for government employ-

Continued on page 20

Continued on page age 20

Continuegl on page 20
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] By Rick Alberto

' Variety News Staff

4 THE COMMONWEALTH
4 Utilitiecs Corp. is making ef-
. fonls to impnovc lhc water sup

j“ and other Precmcl 3 v1]lag,es it
4 was learned.

4 Robert Carruth, a hydrolo-
gist from the US Geological
ESemce who is on dcta1] at

CUC works to i 1mpr0ve
Garapan water supply

s

Monday that extra water from
awell on which a bigger pump
was installed last week will be
diverted to Garapan. ;

The pump rate of the well,
whichislocated inCapitol Hill,
has also beendoubled, Carruth
said.

“We intend to use that extra
water (coming from that well)
to increase the water hours in

Continued on page 20
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Seoul seeks fishery
treaty with Japan

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
South Korea will aim to conclude a

" new fisheries weaty with Japan be-

fore President Kim Dae-jung visits
Tokyo this fall, the forcign minister
was quoted as saying Monday,

In an interview published in the
newspaper Moonhwa Iibo, Park
Chung-soo also said that South
Korea’s new government will ac-
tively push cultural exchanges with
Japan.

“If President Kim visits Japan in
October, we can expect the fisheries
issuctobe resolvedamicablvbythen.”
the foreign minister said in the inter-
view. whichwasconductedon Mon-
day and published the same day.

During an Asia-Europe summit in
London carlier this month, President
Kim and Japanese Prime Minister
Ryutwro Hashimoto met and agreed

| Amended arms
cohtrol treaty

- eyed by Russm

.\'l()SC()W (AP) — After submit-
ting an amended version of the
START 1 wrms conuol ueaty 10
Russia’s parliament Monday. Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin finally appe:wred
likely to sce the 3-vewr-old puct rati-
fied.

The amendments had been re-
yuested by Russian negotiators und
have been approved by the United
States.

The treaty. signed by Yeltsin and
President Clinton in 1993, would
halve the strategic nuclear awsenals of
the United States and Russii.

The U.S. Senute ratified it in 1996,
but the State Duma, the lower house
of Russia’s parliament. so {ur has
refused to approve it

This time may be difterent. Under
accords signed in New York last
September by Secretary of State
Madeleine Albrightand Russian For-
eign Minister Yevgeny Primakov,
Russia would have five additional
vews 1o destoy its long-range mis-

Continued on page 20

to conclude anew fisheries accord as
soorn us possible.

Citing a lack of progress in more
than o year of negotiations, Japan
unilaterally abrogated a 1963 fisher-
ies treaty with South Korea in Janu-
ay.

That touched oft angry anti-Japan
protests in South Korea. Japan ruled
the Korean peninsula as a colony
from 1910 until its defeatatthe end of
World War lTin 1945,

The weaty that Tokyo scrapped
setsexclusive fishing rights within 12
nauticalmiles( [4milesor22 kilome-
ters). It remains in eftect for a year
after cither side decides to throw it
out.

A new Japan-South Korea fisher-
les Ledly Is necessary in accordance
with the 1994 LLN. Convention on
the Law of the Sex, which allows a

countryexclusivetishingrights within
200 nautical miles (230 miles or 370
kilometers) of its shores.

Japan and South Korea wre less
than 400 nautical miles (460 miles or
740 kilometers) apait, so there we
overlapping weas, and the two sides
have been unable to come up with a
compromise.

The South Korean foreign minis-
ter also said his new government
would actively consider opening its

market to Japanese movies and other

cultural imports.

Because of lingering anti-Japanese
sentiment among its people, South
Koreahas beenoff-limitstoJapanese
chtertaiinment.

“As we iy 1o propagate our cul-
wre, it s necessary 1o accommodate
sood foreign culure,” the minister
said.

By Paula Story

of Sun Diego.

tion.

Navy ships napalm
across the country

FALLBROOK, Calif. — The nation’s supply of Vietmam War-era
napalm was stored for decades in thisrural Sonthem Califomiatown. Now
it's on its way to Indiana to be used as fuel for cement kilns.

After long legal delays, the two-year process of moving the jellied
gasoline mixture by train began quietly over Easter weekend.

Two 6,000-gallon drums were expected to arrive-at Pollution Control
Industries in East Chicago, Ind., in about two weeks.

Proponents touted the project as an environmentaily safe way to dispose
of a nasty mess that America no longer needs.

“The fuel was used in incendiary bombmg runs in the Vietnam War.

'Some California congressmen contend the 3.3 million gallons of napaim
was leaking from the aluminum canisters where it was stored in an open
field in Fallbrook, anavocado andcitrus farming commurity 60 milesnorth

They believed disposal was necessary to prevent further soil contamina-

However, politicians in the Midwest were concerned that the fuel could
spitl and bumn along the rail joumney or explode during recycling.

Rep. Jerrv Weller, R-1ll., was outraged that the Navy chose Easter
weekend to start shipping the napalm, and ignored the concerns of the
Environmental Protection Agency and the residents of East Chicago.

**What makes us believe that they can handle a napalm shipment of this
sort of volume when they can’t even deal with PCBs and the violations
they 're facing?” Weller spokeswoman Maggie Lockwood said Monday,

The Navy deluyed the st shipment in March after PCInotified the EPA

Continued on page 20

Workers clear wreckage from a freight train, left, as cars from an Amtrak passenger train lie off the tracks

Troopers of newly formed force demonstrate their skills Monday in
Lahore. Battered by relentless acts of terrorism, the government of
Pakistan recruited an elite force of commandos, who will have sweep-
ing powers of search, seizure and arrest.  Ap

Industry

ready to contribute

$5OOM toward next Internet

By TED BRIDIS
WASHINGTON (AP) —
Three high-tech communica-
tions companies plan to con-
tribute more than $500 mil-
lion inservices toward the next
generation of the Internet, a
national academic project to
provide faster speeds and more
reliable service for research-
ers.

The revolutionary network
— so fast it will transmit the
contents of the 30-volume
Encyclopaedia Brittanica in
one second — will make pos-
sible new ways of using com-
puters, from long-distance
learning to allowing a special-
ist in #nother city to look at
real-time images of a beating
heart and make a diagnosis.

Vice President Al Gore was
scheduled to make the formal
announcement at the White
House on Tuesday, adminis-
tration officials said.

The spring meeting of the
project’s organizers, the Uni-
versity Corporation for Ad-
vanced Internet Development,
begins Wednesday in Wash-
ington.

Gore also was to announce i
S 50 million investment in
Internet-related projects by
the Defense Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency. the
central research and develop-
ment organization for the De-
fense Department.

The existing Internet —
originally called ARPANET
-— grew from investments by
the agency during the 1960s.

For the project. Qwest Com-
munications International of-
fered use of its high-speed fi-
ber-optic network. which runs
from Los Angeles to New

York.

The administration put the
market value of Qwest’s offer
at $ 500 million over three
years.

The other two companies,
Cisco Systems and Northern
Telecom, are offering network
equipment, such as routers and
switches.

The administration said the
gesture allows the companies,
in turn, to work with the top:
researchers in the field.

Administration officials
said the new Internet will fo-
cus on better reliability for
network-critical projects, such
as telemedicine.

The current Internet treats
all chunks of data — whether
it's an innocuous ¢-mail mes-
sage oranimage of aninfant’s
failing heart as the same
priority as it travels over the
worldwide network.

The new Internet also will
be faster.

In its carliest stages. orga-
nizers hope to connect at least
100 universities about 100
times faster than current con-
nections allow and a smaller
group of schools at speeds
1,000 times faster.

Rescarchers also are look-
ing at the new types of soft-
ware applications that would
be possible under such a su-
per-fast network, including
improved weather forecasting.

President Bill Clinton re-
ferred to the new Internet dur-
ing his 1997 State of the Union
address, when he pledged support
for a “second generation of the
Internet so that our leading uni-
versities and national Taborato-
rics can communicate in speeds
1,000 times faster than today.”

Monday in Conway, Pa. The Amtrak passenger train crashed Monday morning into cars from the freight train
that derailed on an adjacent track, injuring 16 people.  ap
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Teno gets ‘high marks’

Pedro P. Tenorio

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
SENATE President Paul A.
Manglona (R-Rota) and House
Speaker Diego T. Benavente (R-
Prec. 2, Saipan) yesterday gave
their partymate, Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio, an “A+" for the
administration’s accomplish-
ments during its first 100 days in
office.

Asked how he would rate his
first 100 days, Tenorio, in a sepa-
rate interview, said he would pre-
fer that the people make the as-

sessment.

For Benavente, however, the
governor should be given high
marks for enforcing labor and
immigration laws alone.

“I've always felt that lack of
enforcement is our problem, and |
would give (the governor) an A+
for enforcing our laws,” he said.
“I'm very impressed.”

The speaker also credits the
administration forsigning intolaw
the hiring moratorium bill, saying
that it shows “political will” on
the part of the governor.

“And this is something that we
tried to explain (in Washington,
D.C.), that (this administration
and Legislawre) will not allow aliens
to overrun the local population,”
Benavente said.

Manglona, forhis pat, said Tenorio
is“doing a great job” and has “"put us
back on track™ particularly on labor
and immigration issues.

“This administration has taken
a lot of steps toward resolving
federal concerns, and 1 think its
efforts (are well received) by the
community,” Manglona said.

Diego T. Benavente

Paul A. Manglona

DOLI, DOC will retain current
setup under Teno’s reorg plan

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE ADMINISTRATION'S reor-
ganization plan will retain the current
setup of the Commerce and Labor
and Immigration Departments, ac-
cording 1o Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio.

Tenorio has said that he was con-
sidering the retumn of Immigration
under the supervision of the At-
tormmey General’s Office (AGO)
and the reshuffling of Commerce
and other departments and agen-
cies.

But in a media conference yes-
terday, the governor said it would
be better for Labor and Immigration
(DOLI) to “work side by side,” and
for Commerce 10 remain 4 separite
depatment.

“We're still reviewing the number

of departments before we repeal (the
previous administration’s executive
order that reorganized the executive
branchin 1994),” Tenoriosaid, " and
we want to make sure our own plan
will conform to the Constitution.”

Pressedforthe names of hisother
Cabinet appointees, the governor
said “a little delay is better than
making mistakes.”

Described by the US Commis-
sion on Immigration Reform re-
port as a “complicated bureau-
cracy,” DOLI’s operations have
been compared by Insular Affairs
Director Allen Stayman to “orga-
nized crime.”

Another vocal critic of local la-
bor and immigration policies, US
Rep. George Miller (D-California),
stated in his report that there is

“inherent conflict in the missions
of the two parts of DOLL”

Miller said that “not only would
separation of these two functions
make sense from a policy perspec-
tive,but (Tenorio’s) transition com-
mittee stated that the combination
of their functions violates ‘existing
(local) immigration laws."™

However, Lt. Gov. Jesus R.
Sablan has said that the administra-
tion is considering the creation of an
office of the ombudsman to monitor
the CNMI’s labor and immigration
bureaucracies.

Sablan said the administration’s
original plan was to break up DOLL
but added that the department could
retain its current setup and have inde-
pendent yet intemal auditors within
the department.

Another bidder backs protest
over CUC power plant project

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
A BIDDER for the Common-
wealth Utilities Corp.’s $120-mil-
lion power plant project has ex-
pressed support for the protests
carhier filed at Oftice of the Public
Auditor against the corporation’s
allegedly flawed selection process.

The project, to be builtin Lower
Base, involves an 80-Megawatl
Power Plant which is the subject
of protests filed by at leust five
companics which have questioned
the method used by CUC inselect-
ing qualified contractors. Of 13
prospective proposers, six were
selected by CUC to participale in
the actual bidding.

In an April 9 letter to Public
Auditor Leo LaMotte, John M.

Burns deputy project director for
Saipan Power Plants, said the bid-
ders who were not selected “were
given no factual reason for being
eliminated.”

The Pacific Century Inc. filed a
protest On March 9, alleging that
CUC had accepted offers that
didn’tcomply with emission stan-
dards provided by Title V of the
Clean Air Act.

Pacific Century told OPA that
CUC did not give disqualified
companies equal information that
could provide the agency's basis
forselecting qualified contractors.

“We think that the Puacific Cen-
ury arguments are some of the
most thoughtful of the many pro-
tests of this procurement that we
have seen thus far, ** Burns said.

“We would like to add our en-
dorsement of their protest.”

Pacific Century, which had
asked OPA to freeze the bidding
process for the project, had said
that “CUC had eliminated
offerors, prior to providing all
offers the opportunity to review
the air modeling date.™

Pacific Century carliersaid that
CUC had sought offers that re-
quired a technology and atype of
fuel that would produce the stan-
dard airemissions, butseemedto
have preferred bidders that re-
quested waivers of Title V of the
Clean Air Act.

Burns said his company was
among the prospective bidders

Continued on page 20

On Oct. 6, 1997, the Republican gubernatorial ticket of Pedro P.
TenorioandJesusR. Sablan pledged to do the following during their
Sirst 100 days in office. Today marks the new administration’s 93rd
day in office, and here’s how the governor has fulfilled his pledges.

’97 promise

* Appoint our most qualified
people to the highest positions
in government.

*» Appoint a special assistant
foreducationto work with PSS,
NMC and CDA tocreate acom-
prehensive educational devel-
opment and funding plan.

"+ Establish an independent
board for the fair administra-
tion of scholarship funds.

+ Introduce legislation for
stiffer penalties for all crimi-
nals, including permanent de-
portation of aliens who violate
our laws.

+ Immediately strengthen
drug prevention and drug edu-
cation for our children and
adults.

» Implement fair application
of medical referral program
with adequate funding and cost
controls.

» Immediately implement
plans to close the Puerto Rico
dump.

» Begin clezring the backlog
of pending homestead applica-
tions.

+ Restore positive working
relations with elected leaders
of all our islands.

« Introduce legislation to pro-
vide tax incentives to private
sector employers for hiring lo-
cals.

+ Immediately resume 902
talks and restore positive dia-
logue with the federa! govern-
ment.

» Reestablish the foreign in-
vestment board to promote
planned, quality economic de-
velopment.

» Restore MVB's autonomy
to encourage increased private
participation in the tourism in-
dustry.

Action taken

» Four nominations to the Cabi-
netaswork onthe reorganizationof
the executive branch continues.

» Still working on it.

 “It is this administration’s
policy to keep politics out of
scholarship grants.”

« Vetoed the “zero tolerance”
ondrug abuse bill, but asked the
Legislature to submit a more
workable legislation.

+ Implemented a mandatory
drug test for all gubemnatorial
appointees.

«“"We are now reviewing the
Manila and Hawaii offices to
find ways to improve the pro-
gram.”

» Solid waste task force has been
created with federal participation
to “fast track” dumpsite closure,
which could happen asearly as Jate
1998 or early next year.

« "We'll soon issue 500 lots
in Tanapag and Koblerville.”

+Patcheduprelations withGuam
Gov. Carl Gutierrez, and renewed
contacts with other Mircronesian
islands.

» Special adviser on finance
and budget Mike S. Sablan says
legislation will soon be submit-
ted to the Legislature.

« The administration has
called for 902 discussions. and
implemented a*‘cooperationnot
confrontation” policy vis a vis
the federal government.

« “Not yet due to the new
hiring moratorium law.”

« Legislation to reorganize
MVB has already been submit-
ted to the Legislature. |

Police of

[icer sues

CHC over ‘lost leg’

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
A POLICE ofticer whose leftleg was
amputated as a result of a vehicular
accident in 1996 has sued the Com-
monwealth Health Center demand-
ing damages for alleged negligence.

Police OfficerMarvinS. Camacho,
through counsel William M,
Fitzgerald, filed the lawsuit against
CHC Monday aftemoon.

Camacho’s wife, Emily DLC.
Camacho, also brought a separate ac-

- tionagainst the hospital seeking dam-

agesinan amount tobe provenat trial.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Celeste E.
Andersen, legal counsel for public
health, when contacted yesterday re-

fused tocomment on the case, saying
CHC wili answer the suit in court.

According to the complaints, on
April 14, 1996 while Camacho was
riding amotoreycle, he was suuck by
an automobile, causing injury to his
leg.

Fitzgerald said the ofticer was im-
mediately ransportedtoCHC semer-
gency room at 7:40 aum.

At that time, Fitzgerald stated,
Camacho was diagnosed with vani-
ous fractures of his left leg and a
laceration of the popliteal artery inthe
left lower extremity.

A wound of this type requires re-

pair within six hours to insure the
Continued on page 20




4-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-WEDNESDAY - APRIL 15, 1998

“Opinions. .

A Meetmg Place For Dur

And Yours

s

S w?"v.- S MR

Absurdltles (Part II)

NOPE. This piece has nothing to do with alien registration card, which
according to Jojo Dass’ column two weeks ago, epitomizes the concept of
absurdity. Tagree withJojo. Andtoadd, the frenzy of deporting ARC-less
aliens—courtesy of some powerfil guy at the labor and immigration
department— is also absurd. But that’s for another column.

This sequel is about another epitome of absurdity manifested by the
bureaucratic labyrinth in which the Public School System is pitifully
trapped.

Two weeks ago, students of the Marianas High School boycotted their
classes to protest the Office of the Public Auditor’s order to pull out all
airconditioners installed in their classrooms.

“Our school needs to be cool ™ reads one of the protesters’ placard. They
didn’t mean Beavis-and-Butthead cool, but well,cool as in temperature
cool.

One of the guys at the Variety’s newsroom scoffed at what he thought
was an absurd cause bugging these high school kids he called “bratty little
productsof MTV.” (Icouldn’t blame him, having come fromaplace where
student activists are being tortured and killed for taking part in proletarian
movement.) .

But T sympathize with the MHS students because the protest action,
which may be mistaken to be brauty and frivolous, actually transcended the
aircondition issue. It was the threshold of frustration at being neglected for
several years. Before the aircon project, which is on the verge of being
aborted, there was the MHS gym project which started . . . since when ?
About three centuries ago? It's been a long time. Does anybody remem-
ber?

And then there’s the emergency classroom project bungled by some
unscrupulous contractor with an absurd lack of “911" sense.

Exacerbating the inertia of these projectsis the governor’s velo—due o
some legal problems ould have guaranteed
funding for PSS” projects. Incidentally, twomore school projects are in the
offing.. und God knows where PSS would extract money to build them.

None of the existing projects have progressed and the people undertak-
ing them—public school and public works officials, Office of Insular
Aftairs, the contractors— point fingers at one another. Protests against
contracts are filed one after the other, causing incessant suspensions of the
projects. The absurdity of bureaucratic maze is keeping the system frozen.

Legalities stipulated in the books, of course, should not be ignored but
they should not replace common sense altogether. Legal blah-blahs that
can be remedied should at least allow some room for flexibilities.

In the case of the $180,000 aircondition project, for example, OPA
should find a more sensible alternative to its recommendation to
terminate the contract for the installation of the airconditioning units.
It was the second contract for the same project that has been aborted. It
would cost PSS money for the removal of these units for which the
contractor already spent some amount. The contract may be a mess, but
instead of sacrificing more money. the people involved in the mess
should be. say, slapped with criminal charges. And then go on with the
project.  OPA already did this in the case of 4 messy contract that
involved the installation of electric gadget for the new Judicial
Complex building. _

Incidentally, one can’t blame MHS principal Jim Denight for envy-
ing the multimillion dollar edifice located right next to his school. Mr.
Denight and his students would be more upset if the government pushes
through with its plan to build a $21 million jail.

“Where's the government’s sense of priority?” Mr. Denight asks.

[t's absurd, you may say. But not really.

Come o think of it If the government doesn’t want 1o invest in
education and produce decent young people, itmightas well prepare for
the coming of more criminals and juvenile delinquents.

Thus, if the government doesn’t want to build more schools, it makes
sense to build more judicial offices and biuﬁel‘jails.
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The state of our beaches

WE'RE observing Environ-
mental Awareness Week next
week, and we 're therefore focus-
ing on the state of Saipan’s
beaches, especially those in the
outback, meaning the eastern side
of the island. Last Black Satur-
day, the day before Easter, I and
five friends went beach hop-
ping—in fact we only went to
two, Old Man by the Sea and
Marine Beach. We were so over-
whelmed by our intense experi-
ence that we got exhausted and
skipped the third beach. We were
home before 4 p.m., rather early
by our standards.

Hkok ok seskeok

We had planned to leave our
abodes by 6:30 a.m. or before
sunrise to make the journey toour
first stop invigorating and pre-
serve our energy and thus enable
us to experience more fully the
mystic and mysterious Old Man
by the Sea beach whick only the
brave and the adventurous would
want 1o go to because you have to
walk through the woods for some
20 minutes before reaching it.
However, we ended up leaving
our place past 8:30. And then
before we could really go on our
way unhindered viathe back road,
we had to pass by the San Jose
Martfirstto buy two whole roasted
chickens, water, sodas and bread
to add to the roasted fish, kimchi,
chicken kelaguen and diced to-
matoes that four of us had pre-
pared the night before. And then
pass by the Shell station to gas up.
Plus, we had to go back and forth
to find the right entrance through
the woods because Lolit, our guide
who had been to Old Man before,
forgot. We walked through a slop-
ing trail in the wooded area and
passed by some awe-inspiring
sights like the air-dried intertwin-
ing vines that formed an impres-
sive backdrop and a big canopy.

By the time the big rock forma-
tion of the Old Man hovered into
view, it was already past 10. The
panting group was relieved. [
was, too, but I was flabbergasted
by the sight that greeted us on the

grounds leading to the shoreline. -

Litters here, there and everywhere.
PVC drainage pipes were piled
up on a canal and some were
scattered elsewhere. Irecall that
in December last year the Coastal
Resources Management traced the
source of the drainage pipestothe
nearby Kingfisher Golf Course.
The CRM ordered Kingfisher to
clean up the mess. Now, it turns
out that the order hasn’tbeen com-
plied with, three months after.
The other trash items strewn all
over included children’s and la-
dies’ slippers, plastic bottles, Japa-
nese wine bottles, and soda cans.
The waters should have been crys-
tal clear, but there were dirt par-
ticles that probably came from
the debris that also included tons
of driftwood.
EEEEE S

Anyway, the grandeur of the
rock formations and the tempes-
tuous waves awed us immensely,
lifting us psychically and spiritu-
ally and compensating for the
sorry state of the beach grounds.
Needless to say, we enjoyed our
foods and each other’s company.

ok kR ok koK ok

We left Old Man past 12 noon
and intended to go to Ladder
Beach and then Obyan, but the
wheels of ABC 131 led me and
Chay to uncharted Kagman terri-
tory. Lolit and company were
following us in another car. We
wentonandon and [ saw anarrow
dirt road that I guessed led to a
beach. I wasn’t mistaken. We
thought this was the Marine
Beach. It was sprawling, and
immediately we plunged into the
inviting waters. The waters were

clear and I saw small, colorful
fishes in its small, coral-enclosed
pond where I spent an hour snor-
keling.

I thought my enjoyment would
be unspoiled. I decided to walk
through the length of the beach
and I was appalled by the dirt and
debris all around—the same stuff:
beer and soda cans, plastic mate-
rials. Somebody had also dis-
posed a car battery on the beach.

Hokok ek kkkok

Saipan brings to mind an island
in the Northern Marianas replete
with clean beaches and clear wa-

ters, but look what crass commer--

cialism and mindless picnickers
have done. If people can't take
their trash for proper disposal,
why can’t they at least put it in
plastic bags and put the bags in a
place that can’t be reached by the
waters. Peopledon’thave tothrow
their litter anywhere they please.

On Saipan people have limited
places to go for recreation, and
the beaches are the most popular
places to go to during weekends
and free times. The concemed
authorities should know this, and
so beaches must have the basic
trash receptacles. Old Man and
Marine Beach don’t have even
one. Many other beaches that are
secluded and isolated, including
the one down from the Marianas
Resort, which is popular among
the fishing folk of the Marianas
Variety, alsodon’t have trash con-
tainers.

[ didn’t believe Saipan had
dirty beaches until I went to
Old Man and Marine Beach. 1

miss and hanker for the

beaches I've been to where
the litter you see consists of
banana lecaves that some fish-
ermen on theirlunch breuak had
used as their plates, and halved
coconut shells that had served
as their drinking vessels.

i
i

i
l.
E‘
!
;
!
i,

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS -5

PSS appeals OPA aircon ruling

THE Public School System on Mon-
day filed an appeal with the Office of
the Public Auditor asking reconsid-

" eration of its earlier decision regard-

ing the 118 air conditioners at

" Marianas High School.

According to PSS legal counsel
Sean Frink, the reason behind the
appeal is to request Public Auditor
Leo L. LaMotte to reverse his earlier
recommendation that the aircon units
be removed due to alleged faults in
the procurement process.

“Webelieve thatthe Auditor’sstate-
ment needs to be rethought. Some
factors that need to be considered
wereeithermissedormisunderstood,”
said Frink.

*“The PSS respects the difficult job

that Mr. LaMotte’s Office has to
perform. However, we just don’t be-
lieve that requiring us to tear the air
conditioners out of the wall after they
have been installed makes any sense
under these circumstances.”

The decision that PSS remove the
already installed airconditioners from
the walls of the school sparked a
student walkout and protest at the
school on April 3.

Bourd of Education Chair Marja
Lee Taitano added, that if the air
conditioners are yanked from the
walls, the PSS will be forced to pay
approximately $90,000 to the con-
tractor and “we will have nothing to
show for the money.”

“We agree with the Auditor thata

By Zaldy Dandan

Variely News Staff .
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
yesterday said he will wait for the
US State Department’s confirma-
tion before commenting on a New
York Times report that the CNMIL
may be the “holding area” for a
former Cambodian prime minister
facing genocide charges.

Tenorio said foreign affairs and
national defense issues are the re-
sponsibilities of the federal govem-
ment, butadded thathe has yettobe
consuited by Washington, D.C. re-
garding the reported plan to bring
Pol Pot into the CNML

He said he “could do nothing” if

bringing Pol Pot over.

“But again, I don’t want to say
anything until we hear from the
State Department,” he said.

According to the New York
Times, the US Defense Department
is considering the Northern
Marianas, Wake Island or the US
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba as
possible sites where Pol Pot could
be held until an international tribu-
nal hears his case. -

In April 1976 Pol Pot, who will
tun 70 on May 19, became prime
minister of Cambodia, which his

Teno awaits word on
reported Pol Pot plan

‘Rouge movement overthrew the

the federal govemnment insists on . among them King Norodom

regime renamed Democratic
Kampuchea.
Ayearbefore, his Maoist Khmer

US-backed governmentofLonNol.
However, mitseffortsto create a
genuinely classless agrarian-based
society, the Khmer Rouge report-
edly caused the death of up to 2
million Cambodians. :
Citing the Khmer Rouge atroci-
ties, the then pro-USSR regime in
Vietnaminvaded Cambodiain Jar.
1979 andoverthrew Pol Pot’s gov-
ermnment. '
In 1982, Pol Pot formed a coali-
tiongovemmentwithnon-commu-
nist and anti-Vietnamese parties—

Sihanouk—which was backed by
China and the US.

Thiscoalitionwaged guerillawar-
fare against the pro- Vietnamese re-
gime.

Following the UN-sponsored
elections in May 1993, Sihanouk’s
faction agreed to share power with
the interim govemnment, but the
Khmer Rouge boycotted the elec-
tions and continued to oppose the
new govemment.

Since then, the reclusive Po] Pot
has been denounced by the Khmer
Rouge.

Asylum proposal to be
consulted with US State

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR PedroP. Tenorio said
yesterday he will consult the federal
government onthe Legislature’s pro-
posal forthe CNMI tofacilitate politi-
cal asylum for foreigners facing
threats in their home countries.

“We have to work this thing out
with the State Department; we need
to coordinate with federal officials
and ask them what needs to be done
about this,” Tenorio said.

The govermnor, however, wouldn’t
say categorically ifhe agrees with the
idea of hosting political refugees.

“Idon'tknow yet whatexactly the
Legislature has in mind,” Tenorio
said.

Senate President Paul Mangiona
andRep. MelvinO. Faisaosaid Tues-
day the Legislature considersfiling a
related bill that would establish an
asylum policy compatible with the

U.S. system.

In its report late last year, the con-
gressional Immigration Reform Com-
mission scored the CNMI for the
absence of an asylum system.

The asylum issue first confronted
the CNMI in 1994 involving three
Chinese workers whose testimonies
against the Micronesian Garment
Manufacture had  built the
government’s labor case against
MGM.

Asst. Atty. General Robert Dunlap
has said establishing an asylum sys-
tem in the CNMI may be beyond the
local government’s authority as “itis
a foreign policy matter that is re-
served for federal government.”

Althoughthe Covenant granted
the CNMI autonomy over its im-
migration, its status as a Com-
monwealth of the United States
doesn’t allow it to engage in any
foreign matters.

Lee Taitano

technical error was made by the PSS
butitisobvious inreading the file that
the air conditioners which were cho-
sen were superior and more reason-
ably priced than any others that
were offered by other bidders,”
she said.

She stressed that the aim of
government procurement is to
make sure that the public gets the
most for every dollar spent.

“The PSS’s procurement sys-
tem worked in reaching that goal.
We just didn’t cross our T’s and
dot out I's in this matter.”

Taitano added that PSS would
understand and agree to comply
with the Auditor’s recommenda-
tion to pull the air conditioners
from the walls had there been some
evidence of bad faith or intent to
funnel a contract to a particular con-

Leo L. LaMotte

tractor.

“That just isn’t the case here and
the Auditor’sdecision reflects this.In
fact, the bidder who is protesting this
matter submitted a bid which is
almost $84,000 higher_ than the
bid that was chosen. That equals
more than $700 in additional cost
for each of the 118 units that are
now installed,” she noted.

“The Board and Commissioner
recognize that the technical side
of the procurement process was
lacking in this instance. We are
taking concrete steps to ensure
that anerrorsuch as the one which
occurred in this instance will not
happen again.

“QOur request to the Auditor is
quite simple. We believe that it
was fair of him to point out the
mistake that was made in the se-
lection process for this contract.

However, we do not think it is fair
or legal to order the removal of
the air conditioner units from
MHS after the contract has already
essentially been completed.

“The kids need the air condition-
ers, the PSS’s mistake was not inten-
tional ormalicious, the mistake didn’t
cost the CNMI any money, and the
bestbidderwaschosentoperformthe
job. Let’s learn from our past mis-
takes and get on with improving our
children’s education,” said Taitano.
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DPHS caps number of accredlted
clinics in OCW-deploying countries

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Stall
RAISING concerns on the en-
try of some nonresident work-
ers with fraudulent health cer-
tificates. the public health de-
partmentis looking at the pos-
sibility of capping the number

-of accredited clinics in guest

workers’ countrics.

Health Sccretary Joseph
Kevin Villagomez said his
office iy coordinating with
embassies of the United States
in four countries. in an ctfort
to identify at least four medi-
cal service providers that will
do the health screening forin-
coming guest workers.

“We are looking at the pos-
sibility thata lot ot alien work-
ers are coming to the CNMI
with fraudulent documents,
especially faked or altered
health certificates.”
Villagomez told Variety.

This. even as he suid that
there may not be a large num-
ber of nonresident workers
coming in with bogus health
certificates “but if it is still

Joseph Kevin Villagomez

happening. it is a concern for
us.”

*...and the steps that we are
taking is that we are in the
process of identifying four
main laboratories or clinics in
the Philippines that will be
issuing health clearance.”
Villagomez said.

The health chief added that
this will enable CNMI health
officials to trace down faked
documents, if the papers sub-
mitted by a worker appear to

be questionable.

“Right now, we have close
to 120 different clinics and
that is not good,” he stressed.

He pointed out that the prob-
ability of workers coming in
to the Northern Mariana Is-
lands with fraudulent docu-
ments increases with the
present number of medical
clinics in foreign countries
still doing medical examina-
tions of CNMI-bound guest
workers.

Villagomez said the Depart-
ment of Public Health and Ser-
vices [DPHSYV is still working
with the US Embuassy in iden-
tifying some prospective clin-
ics in Pakistan. Bangladesh
and China where the other
numbers of alien workers are
coming from.

“But because of our prox-
imity to the Philippines and
because of the case of us trav-
eling to and from the Philip-
pines, it is casier for us to
work with the RP clinics than
it 1s in other countries,” he
added.

Monday thru Friday, 7:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Saturday and Sunday 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

olden Sobster
a§$esta%mnt

Beach Road, Susupe across Grand Hotel
Opens Daily 6:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Tel. No. 234-7658

By Jojo Dass
Variety News Staff

can take,” said Zachares.

pay affected workers.

DOLI mulls seizure of
2 guard firms’ assets

THE ATTORNEY General’s Office (AGO) will be asked todetermine

| if assets of two guard agencies implicated in a string of labor violations
can be seized to help raise the $3 million awarded to workers in unpaid
wages and liquidated damages, acting Labor and Immigration Secre-
tary Mark Zachares said yesterday.

In an interview, Zachares said the department is forwarding the case
to the AGO to determine appropriate action on initial findings
indicating that owners of the Borja Security Services (BSS) and Saipan
Security Services (SSS) atlegedly connived to illegally hire workers.

“T think we'll forward that (case) to the AGO for enforcement and
then we'll do further investigation... (once done) we will forward it
(investigation results) to them (AGO)to see what appropriate action we

Linn Asper, Supervisorofthe Department of Laborand Immigration’s
- Administrative Hearing Office (DOLI-AHOQ), in his recent decision on

the case, ruled that the 128 workers involved are entitled to $3 million
over contract violations, unpaid wages and liquidated damages.

Asper likewise ordered the firms’ owners, a certain Joseph and
Agdpita Borja, to pay $64,000 in fines for alleged labor violations.

In his findings, Asper noted that the Borjas failed to pay their workers
or provide them jobs as required by their employment contracts.

Also, Asper said Agapita Borja illegally employed workers suppos-
edly assigned with Joseph Borja’s BSS.

“(The workers) were victims of an employment scheme that was
driven by payoffs to (the Borjas),” Asper maintained.

“(The Borjas) did nothave sufficient security guard positions to place
all the nonresident workers that they hired.”

Asper's ruling came at the heels of DOLI's moves to closely
coordinate with the AGO and criminally prosecute erring employers as
well as look into seizing their assets so that monies can be obtained to

Guam to build 5-lane
roads with sidewalks

Hagatna, Guam — Governor
Carl T. C. Gutierrez and Lt. Gov-
ernor Madeleine Bordallo will
hold the groundbreaking and con-
tract signing for another road
project planned for in VISION
2001.

At 11:00 a.m. today, April
15,1998, at a site along Camp
Watkins Road off of Marine
Drive, the Department of Public
Works will be signing a $7 mil-
lion contract with Black Construc-
tion to construct a S-lane road
with sidewalks from Governor
Carlos G. Camacho Road and
Route 1 to Farenholt Avenue and
connections to Route 14, Chalan
San Antonio Road.

The project was made possible
by Public Law 21-110 and the VI-
SION 2001 program, a news release
from the Office of the Govermnor said.

This segment of roadway is an
especially important portion of
Guam’s highway system, as it serves
as the community s major link to our
main health care facility (GMH),
as well as serving a variety of
tourist related establishments, and
local residences in the Tamuning
area,

The project is expected to take
410 calendar days.

Details on the reconstruction
project will be available for the
media at the contract signing and
sroundbreaking.

RP Consulate extends
deadline on tax filing

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE PHILIPPINE Consulate 1s
moving the deadline for filing
and paying of RP income tax to
the end of the month from April
15, it was disclosed yesterday.

Consul Julia Heidemann said
Filipino workers who would be
filing their Philippine income tax
until April 30 will not be fined or
penalized.

Heidemann said the extension
was given in consideration of
those who would like to beat the
usual April 15 deadline but could
not make it on that day for some
valid reasons.

She said Filipinos eaming in-
come in the Northern Mariana
Islands are enjoined to file in-

come tax returns even if they be-
long tocategories exempted from
payment of taxes.

The Consul is reminding over-
scas Filipino workers that trans-
actions for tax payments will be
entertained only until 4pm dur-
ing regular office days, while
adding that the Consulate will be
open during weekends on April
18, 19, 25 and- 26 to service tax
filers between 2pm and Spm.

She said a consular team will
be dispatched to Rota and Tinian
to accommodate OFWs based in
the islands on April 25-26 and
May 9-10 respectively.

Vice Consul Ronell Santos said
exempted or not, guest Filipino
workers in the Northern Mariana

Continued on page 20
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Garment construction stopped

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
THE construction of a garments
factory has been ordered to stop
after being discovered that it
lacked a coastal permit,

The Coastal Resources Man-
agementnotonly stopped its con-
struction but also slapped its
owner, the US CNMI Develop-
ment Corp., with a $10,000 fine.

According to a notice of viola-
tion penalty and cease and desist,

signed by CRM acting Director
Peter J. Barlas, the garments firm
made an unpermitted change to
its project, u pre-engincered metal
storage building and mezzanine
for office space.

The project, according to
Barlas, did not meet the major
siting criteria and neither was it
located in the CRM area of par-
ticular concern.

CRM enforcement officers do-
ing aroutine monitoring ast March

pe—
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James Lin

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE SAIPAN Garment Manu-
facturers Association is urging
the Legislature to act on the
anti-abortion bill filed last
. month in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

“SGMA urges the CNMI to
pass this bill notbecause it looks
good, but because it’s the right
thing to do,” SGMA chairman
James Lin said in a press state-
ment.

The filing of House Bilt 11-
152 was prompted by allega-
tion made by the Department of

Lin: ‘Abortions have
no place in the CNMI’

the Interior that “abortionindus-
try” exists in the CNMI’s gar-
ment industry.

Quoting a private investiga-
tion report, the Interior depart-
ment had alleged that pregnant
Chinese workersare being forced
to resort to abortion if they want
to keep their jobs.

Drafted by the Attorney
General’s Office and sponsored
by Rep. Oscar Babauta, the bill

criminalizes the practice of
abortion. It provides that any
person found performing unau-
thorized abortion would be sent
to jail for 10 years or fined
$20,000.

The CNMI Constitution
categorically prohibits abortion,
but at present there is no statute
that pronounces it as a criminal
act and imposes penalties.

“The legitimate law-abid-
ing garment manufacturers on
Saipan are appalled by the fed-
eral government’s charges of
forced abortions,” Lin said, add-
ing that SGMA members do not
condone such practice.

“Abortion is illegal here, so
let’s put some teeth into the law
and prosecute anybody engaged
inthisillegal practice,” he added.

House to pass garment
sector reform measures

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
SPEAKER Dicgo T. Benavente
(R-Pree. 2, Saipan) yesterday said
the House of Representatives will
expedite work on legislation that
would reduce the number of gar-
ment factories and impose stricter
penalties on those found guilty of
forced abortions and religious per-
secution.

“If the bills are all ready we
could act on it as carly as Mon-
day,” Benavente told reporters.

He suid a House special com-
mittee has been created o draw
upan “attritionsystem’ that would
reduce the number of garment
workers to less than 10.000.

Estimates on the current total
range from 17,000 to 20,000
workers despite the cap set on the
number of garment workers,
which is 11,000.

Senate President Paul AL

Manglona (R-Rota). in an earlier
interview, said the Legislature
may also have to enact bills that
would ban manpower agencies,
set a cap on the number of alien
workers, and allow these workers
o transter to another company
even without the consent of their
original employers.

He said these “areas of con-
cerns,” particularly the alien work-
ers’ ability to transfer, are consid-
cred “human rights issues™ in
Washington, D.C. and should be
addressed by the CNMI.

Muinglona said he and the other
CNMI officials had several dis-
cussions with federal ofticials and
congressional aides who raised
concerns over the issues of labor
abuse, the number of alien work-
ers, the local garment industry
and corruption at the Departiment
of Labor and Immigration
(DOLD).

Literacy is CAREER and CAREER FREEDOM,
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31, however, found out thit the
building, which was intended as
astorchouse for raw fabric mate-
rials and cloths had been con-
verted into a garments factory.
“The building...had modified
the electrical configuration which
suggestsaconversion fromastor-
age facility into a garment fac-
tory or other high intensity us-
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age,” Barlas suid.

Morcover, Barlas continued,
ancemployee of the garments firm
informed the CRM enforcement
team that the structure was in-
tended to be changed from stor-
age use to a garments factory.

Barlas ordered a stop to all
construction uctivitics at the
project site until the matter is
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resolved and told the company to
apply fora major siting permit for
the converted fuctory.

Barlus warned that failure to
comply with the notice may result
inadditional fines of upto $10.000)
per day for non-compliance.

The company, under the rules
and regulations, can contest the
tine und reqoest a hearing,
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By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Slaff
A GROUP of community leaders are k L
banding togetherwith theirfamiliesto | ;

continue a traditional way of teaching
Carolinian customs. according to
group member Lino M. Olopai.

“Westarted teaching Caroliniantra-
ditions in 1974, and we basically fo-
cused onthe community atlarge. Now,
we are going back to teaching the
family first,” said Olopa.

“Qur relatives, friends and famity
members will gathereveryevening at
my house where we could meet and
discuss certain Carolinian traditions
like canoe building and navigating,”
he said. SH R

The Around the Islands section covers community storles,

local events, and cultural activities. Should you havea

story you would like to share, or an event that needs to
be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

Carolinian leaders band to e culture

“We are hoping that from there, we
will generate enough interest for it to
grow outward and include other inter-
ested individuals and families,” he  will teach other Carolinian traditions
added. such as fishing, local healing, and

Olopai pointed out that the group  dancing.
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A Job Well Done. CNMI Local Chapter Red Cross Walk-a-Thon
Committee Chair accepts a certificate of appreciation from Red Cross
Board Chair Jocelyn Guerrero during a recent ceremony. Committee
Co-Chair Jeffery Boyer looks on. Photoby LailaC. Younis

WSR PTA meeting

PARENTS and guardians of Will-
jam S. Reyes Elementary School
are informed that there will be a
Special PTA meeting on Thursday.
April 16,1998 at 6:00 p.m. in the
school Cafeteria.

Everyone’s presence and input
toward the improvement of our

school is highly appreciated.
The agendafor this special meet-
ing are as follows:
Ten (10) new classrooms for
school year 1998-1999
Financial Report; School
Fundraising Activity
Other concemns J

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

The Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) Chairman
would like to inform the general public that there will be
an ICC meeting on April 17, 1998 at the PSS Board of
Education Conference Room, 4th Floor Nauru Building
from 10:00am-11:30am. The ICC meeting is open to the

public.

AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

REVIEW/AMEND BY-LAWS AS APPROPRIATE
COMMENTS FOR STATE PLAN AND GRANT
APPLICATION

DISCUSS OLD BUSINESS

DISCUSS NEW BUSINESS

SCHEDULE QUARTERLY MEETINGS
ADJOURNMENT

OO0 w»

—omm

Any person wishing additional information regarding ICC,
please contact Suzanne Lizama at 664-3754 or Sue
Macaranas at 234-6457

“QOurnext projectincludes making
traditional fish traps. And we are
done, we will bring it tothe water and
teach the children how to catch fish,”
said Olopai.

“We willalsoteachthemthenames
of the fish and what each fish caught
signifies. From the fish traps, they
canlearn much more of their cultural
beliefs,” he said.

One of the group members is a
visiting Master Navigator Urupoa
Topias from Satawal who plans to
sharehisnavigationalknowledge with
the group.

“Iwas invited tocome out here and
[haverealized thatthereissomuchto
do in terms of cultural preservation
and Iwould like to helpout,” he said.

Other group members include
Master Navigator and brother of

From left, Raphael L/sua Llno Olopal Urupao Toplas Louis Limes, and Mau Pialug gather for a ph0xo after
a meeting yesterday. They are part of a group starting to teach Carolinian traditions. Photo by Laila C. Younis

NMI Pageant tickets sold out |

9:00 p.m.

Topias, Mau Piailug, Raphael
Estomar Lisua, Louis M. Limes, Ben
R.Iginoef and Raphael I. Ragamar.

“We believe sharing is very im-
portant to the preservation of the
Carolinian culture. It was diffi-
cult at first because Carolinian
families tend to keep their knowl-
edge within their families. But
that is not the case here,” said
Qlopai.

“Eventually, we are going to
take what we are doing out to the
community, butit will start among
our families first,” he said.

“Knowledge is sacred in the
Carolinian culture, and we must
do all that we can to make sure the
future generations know whothey
are and where they come from,”
he added.

The Northern Marianas Beauty Pageant
Association wishes to inform the general
public that tickets for the 1998 Miss NMI
Universe Pageant are sold-out and tickets
will not be sold at the door.

The NMBPA wishes to thank everyone for
their support and is looking forward to an
exciting evening on April 19th, Sunday at the
Nikko Hotel Theater Hall from 6:00 p.m. to

GES Students of the Week

KEONI PUA, first-grade stu-
dent from Mrs. Lamar’s class,
isanabove average student who
is often overlooked because he
is shy.

Heisafriend toall, both boys
and gitls.

He has a charming personal-
ity and is always wearing a
smile.

Mrs. Lamar comments, “It is
aplreasure havinghiminclass!”
Keep it up Keoni!

ANNETTEDELA CRUZ,second-
gradestudent fromMr. Jenkin’sroom,
has done very well in class.

She alwayscomes to class wear-
ing clean clothes or her school
uniform.

She is kind to others and is willing
to cffer a helping hand to her class-
mates in their times of need.

Annette has shown an outstand-
ing example to other second grade
students at Garapan Elementary
School. Way to go Annette!

DANIEL QLAIS, fifth-grade stu-
dentfromMr. Basa'sclass, hasalot
of the qualities of a top student.

He respects authority. He also
completes his work efficiently and
promptly. '

He follows directions all the
time,

He shows good time and at-
tendance. He responds well to
corrections and situations.

Danielis very dependable and
trustworthy. Keep it up Daniel!
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GOODnewsforCNMTIhighschools.

The Public School Systemisoffer-
ing a ‘Tandy Technology Scholars’
program which will give credit o
outstanding and/or private school
teachers ($2,500 for each award)
and students ($1,000 for each
scholarship) who have exhibited
excellence in math, science, and
computer science, acting Com-
missioner Margaret dela Cruz

web page on the internet http://
www.tandy.convscholars or their e-
mail address:
TandyScholar@tcu.edu.
Furthermore, the PSS is also
announced that the Wolfram Re-
search Inc., known for its com-
puter software, Mathematica, is
inviting applications from high
schoolteachers to apply for grants
to support K- 12 teachers who use

announced.

Nominations should be submited
on or before October 1,1998.

For more information, visit their

this Mathematics software to de-
velop computer-based curricula.

Deadline for applications is on
the 30th of June 1998.

The winners will receive aMath-
ematics scholarshiptraining and cop-
ies of its software for their school’s
computer labas well as a technical
support.

More information can be ob-
tained via their e-mail
address:highschoolgrants@wolfram.com
or their web page: http:/
www.wolfram.com.

Apply now. For further in-
quiries, please contact Liz
Romoloror Bill Matson of the
Federal Programs Office at
664-3790. (MrRAM)

Fun in the Sun. 1998 Miss NM! Universe Candidates Verna Crisostimo, Sonya Pangelinan and Leonella
Morales smile for the camera during their water sports activities day for the Pre-Pageant video. Tickets are

a/ready sold out for the event.

Photo by Laila C. Younis

THE DIVISION of Env1ronmenm1
Quality is informing the public that
all applicants for Earthworming and

erosion Control Permits should re-
port to the third floor of the Morgen
Building in San Jose.

DEQ starts ‘reusable’
shopping bag program

WITH Environmental Awareness Week rapidly approaching the Division of
Environmental Quality and Saipan Chamberof Commerce, Joeten Enterprises,
J&G Payless, and Meitetsu Mart have formed the first reusable shopping bag
program ever introduced to the islands.

The canvas bags will be distributed on the following days.

DAY DATE TIME . STORE
Friday April 24 I1-1:00 pm Meitetsu Mart
Friday April 24 4-6:00 pm Joeten Susupe
Saturday Aprit 25 10-11:30 pm J&G Payless

Joeten enterprises has already agreed to give the first 100 bags free when
shoppers come to their scheduled promotional day.

The canvas bags are meant to be reused o reduce the number of plastic bags
accumulating in our solid waste steam,

Everytime a shopper brings in their own bag, Joeten will give back a tive cent
rebate, and a warm thank you to consumers who have cared enough to
conscientiously reduce the amount of waste they create, DEQ said in a news
release.

Similar projects have been very successful on the main land fnd Hawaii.

“Thope that this project will be supported by the Saipan Community not only
for EAW, but from now on as long as the people show an active interest in the
project, Joetenwill continue tosuppsortit withthe rebate,” Eli Maravillaof Joeten
Enterprises said.

“We are hoping that the community will continue to reuse the bags. I think
everyone is tired of seeing floating plastic bags caught in trees and littering our
roadsides. The 5 cent rebate is not only a token gesture to reward participating
shoppers, it is also meant to grab the next person-in-line’s attention so they will
think aboutwhat they are contributing to the waste streamtoo, " said DEQproject
co-coordinator Kathy Yuknavage.

SCC and DEQ will be advertising the shopping bag project at the EAW
Environmental Fair which will be held /\pﬁl 21-23 at Kiyu library.

“The first step in controlling solid waste is through reduction, thenreuse and
finally, recycling. The canvas baus provide a meanstoaddressthe firsttwosteps
by firstdecreasing the amount of packaging wasle someone creates and second
by providing « useful tool which can be reused over and over again. The bags
are very strong, washable, and will last for years,” said Yuknavage.

This change will be effective Apnl
20, 1998.

Permit applications will no longer
by accepted at Department of Public
Works office in Gualo Rai at that
time.

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you woutld like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered contact Lalla at 234»6341

Chuukese Club Sponsors

beach clean-u

THE Chuukese Clubfromthe North-
emn Mariana College conducted a
cleanupprojectatthe LauLau Beach
last week.

The community service. was in
view of the growing litter problemon
Saipan’s beaches.

"Weenjoy the beaches asmuch as
anyoneelse onthisisland, soitspartly
our responsibility to maintain their

aestheticvalue,” One Chuukese Club
member stated,

The Chuukese Club consists of
twenty studentsfromthe sameschool.

The Club’saimis toprojectamore
*positiveimpression’ of the Chuukese
people.

“Not everythmo about us should

-be negative...of course we have our

shareofissues thatneedtobe worked
out, but for the most part we're just
not sure how to do it, hopefully our
club is a step in the right direction,”
the club said in a news release,

Although the Clubis composed of
Chuukese individuals, the members
are encouraging people of any na-
tionality to join them. .

“Youdon’thave tobe Chuukese to
be a member...we encourage people
of all nationalities to participate.
Maybe on a small scale we can
bridge some of the cultural gaps
and we could use other ideas on
how to go about accomplishing
our goal.”

The Club meets every Friday at
11:00a.m.inNMC’s Center. (MRAM)

1998 Academic
Challenge to be held

THE 1998 Academic Challenge Tour-
nament for the High School Level will
be held on April 8 at the 7th floor of the
Nauru Building beginning at 8:30 a.m.
and is expected to finish by noon.

The Academic Challege hasbeenan
on-going annual activity sponsored by
the Public School System.

The tournament is set for junior high
and high school students from both
publicandprivate schoolsconsisting of
not more than five students.

The Academic Challenge, originally
called the Panasonic Academic Chal-
lenge (PAC) wasfirstheldin 1998, was
a successful result of the Florida High
School Academic Tournament thatbe-
gun in 1986.

Every year since that time each state
and territories is invited to send a team

of six high school students to compete
for the title of National Champion.

This year’s National Competition
will be held onJune 13-16in Floridaat
the Walt Disney World Convention.

The Academic Challenge is held
every yearto provide an arenawhich
challenges academically talented
students and reward their achieve-
ment.

The questions included in the
tournament consist of Language
Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social
Studies, Art, Music, Humanities,
Computer and NMI History.

If you would like to know more
about the tournament or have any
questions, please contact Patrick
Telleiatthe Public School System’s
main office at 664-3726.
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Notice of Proposed Threatened Status for the Mariana Fruit Bat

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposes to determine threatened status pursuant to

ICE

the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA), for the Mariana fruit bat, Pteropus
marianus marianus, in Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
(Commonwealth). Mariana fruit bats found on Guam are currently listed as endangered
by the Government of Guam and by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The current
proposed rule recognizes that the fruit bats of Guam and the Commonwealth are a single
population and provides protection to the Mariana fruit bats as a threatened species
throughout the Mariana archipelago. Historically, this bat was found on all the forested
islands of the Mariana archipelago. Currently, small colonies occur on Guam, Saipan,
and Aguijan, one moderate population occurs on Rota, and the largest number of fruit
bats occur on the small islands north of Saipan. The fruit bats have been affected or are
currently threatened by habitat degradation, poaching, and potential future predation by
the brown tree snake. The small size and restricted distribution of bat colonies on the
larger southern islands make them subject to extinction from naturally rare events such
as typhoons. This proposal, if made final, would implement the protection provisions
provided by the Act. A complete copy of the proposal to list this fruit bat was published in
the Federal Register (63 FR 14641) on March 26, 1998. Comments and materials related
to this proposal are solicited.

DATES: Written comments must be received by May 26, 1998. Public hearing requests
must be received by May 11, 1998.

ADDRESSES: Comments, hearing requests, and materials should be sent to Mr. W.
Brooks Harper, Field Supervisor, Pacific Islands Office, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 30
Ala Moana Blvd., Room 3-122, Box 50088, Honolulu, Hawaii 96850. Comments received
will be available for public inspection, by appointment, during normal business hours, at
the above address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. Karen Rosa, Assistant Field Supervisor,
Endangered Species, at the above address (telephone (808) 541-3441.
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Zma=e_ Elsewhere in the Pacific

FSM’s Chuuk State

owes Guam hospital Vanuatu Ombu

HONOLULU (Pacnews)—
The State of Chuuk in the Fed-
erated States of Micronesiaisin
serious debt to hospitals in
Guam, Hawaii, and California.

Hospital administrator Tyrone
Taitano says to Guam Memo-
rial Hospital alone. Chuuk’s
debts for medical referrals total
more than $US740,000. and no

payments have been made for
over two years.

The hospital is considering
filing a lawsuit against Chuuk,
but Gideon Doone, Chief of
Staff in the Chuuk Governor’s
office, says the current admin-
istration is not responsible for
the problem, although it is at-
tempting to resolve it.

INC., to serve as public notice

agent.

except life insurance.

share.

V. ADJOURNMENT

the meeting was adjourncd.
Dated: March 10, 1998

Directors and Sharcholders

/sIJESUS D. DELOS SANTOS
/sJCIRILA C. ORALLO

NOTICE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Department of Commerce, Office of
the Insurance Commissioner as per Commonwealth Insurance Act 4 CMC,
Division 7 regarding Capital Increase, herein below is a copy of the
resolution of the stockholders of PREMIER INSURANCE COMPANY,

RESOLUTION OF SHAREHOLDERS AND DIRECTORS OF
PREMIER INSURANCE COMPANY, INC.

RESOLVED, Article four, Section ! of the corporation’s Articles of
Incorporation be and hereby is amended to include the following purposes.
(@) To act as an insurer, as insurance agent, and as a reinsurance

(b) To write insurance policies, including without limitation, policies
for the insurance of workers under the Workers Compensation laws,
general liability policies, special liability policies, and employee bonds

RESOLVED, Article Six of the corporation’s articles of incorporation
be and hereby is amended to raise the capital of the corporation to One
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00) consisting of One Hundred
Thousand Shares of common stock, par value One Dollar ($1.00) per

The Secretary was then ordered by the Chairman to prepare minutes
of the meeting and Articles of Amendments and record such minutes and
Atlicles of Amendment with Commonwealth Recorder’s Office, after
obtaining the signatures of the sharcholder and the directors.

The being no further business, upon motion duly made and seconded,

/sICAMILO A. ORALLO
IsIDANIEL S. BUNIAG

LENINE@X
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————— Air Conditioning
“Setting standards of comfort
excellence for over a century”

qualeisty (kwalete), 1. a
distinguishing element 2. excellence
3. the basic essential character of
something 4. the degree of
excellence

If quality is what you're looking for in an.
air conditioninig <ystem for your business
or home & famiiy, please read on.

JWS Air Conditioning & Refrigeration is
the answer. We may not have the
lowest prices on island but we believe
you get what you pay for. We offer a
quality product ot a reasonable price
and the service capability to support
your long term investment.

Call Bernard Banez for your free
estimate, information & pricing.

Now in Stock

dsman calls

for proper land lease policy

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—Vanuatu
Ombudsman Marie Noelle Ferrieux
Patterson has released a report high-
lighting the need for a proper policy
governing the lease of govemment
lands.

Patterson (Mrs) says this is toen-
sure that the ease of government land
is done in accordance with constitu-
tional rights and leadership code ob-
ligations. and that actual market val-
ues are used.

In her latest report Patterson stated
that a land title was improperly allo-
cated by former Minister for Lands
Paul Telukluk and former Directorof
Lands Roger Tary to Edmond Rory
on the basis of family relationships.

The occupant of the land James

Lessa tried several times over three
years fo sign a lease with the Depart-
ment of Lands, but was repeatedly
told that the valuation of the land was

-not yet ready.

Minister Telukluk used his minis-
terial powers to issue a negotiator’s
certificate toRory whoapplied forthe
lease of the land in 1994,

Rory’s lease was finalised withina
week.

The Ombudsman found that Lessa
tried for years to sign a lease but was
unsuccessful due to Tary’s and the
Department of Lands’ apparently
negative attitude towards him.

Theombudsmansaysthetwolands
officers Elizabeth Muliaki and

Antoinette Coulon, although they

“duty free nation.”

business volume.

PM to make Cooks ‘duty free’

HONOLULU (Pacnews)—Instead of a retreat, representatives of
the Cook Islands private sector participated in a government-
sponsored one-day ‘“‘advance” last week that had as a goal to
improve private enterprise results.

Speaking to key representatives of the Cook Islands business commu-
nity, Prime Minister SirGeoffrey Henry noted that “Ifmankindhas leamed
nothingelsein thiscentury, itisthatcapitalism - forallitsfaults - works best.”

He told the gathering of pearl farmers, tourism officials, traders and other
business entrepreneurs that his govemnment *is taking and will continue to
take all the steps necessary to assist and facilitate economic growth.”

Among the Prime Minister’s proposals is to make the Cook Islands a

He said among other things, such a policy, would reduce importers’
financing costs, create a greateravailability of productsand increase overall

Jospin lauds Kalpokas

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—French
Prime Minister Lioel Jospin has sent
a message of congratulation to his
Vanuatu counterpart Donald
Kalpokas following Kalpokas’
election to the office two weeks
ago.

In his message Jospin paid tribute
to the bonds of friendship existing
between their two countries.

He also highlighted the need to
implement the comprehensive
programme drawn up under the
last government.

knew about James’ interest in the
land, went ahead to process Rory’s
lease following Telukluk’s instruc-
tion.

The ombudsman has recom-
mended that Telukluk should not be
considered for any ministerial port-
folio in any future governments.

Patterson also recommends that
Taryshouldneverbemadeincharge
of the Department of Lands again,
or any other government depart-
ments or government statutory bod-
ies as he has proved himself to be
incapable and corrupt.

She also calls for Muliaki (Mrs)
and Coulon (Mrs)tobereprimanded
by the Public Service Commission.

UN-funded
projects create
more jobs -

HONIARA (Pacnews)—Morethan
200 jobs have been created in the
Solomon Islands since February this
yearfollowing the implementationof
two projects funded under United
Nations agencies.

These are the employment genera-
tion and sustainable livelihood in ru-
ral areas, and the small scale industry
development in provinces, SIBC re-
ports.

The aim of the projects s to gener-
ate employment opportunities.

The Ministry of Commerce, Em-
ployment and Tourismsays since the
implementation of the two projects,
the number of businesses created or
expanded increased to over 70, gen-
erating more than 200 jobs.

The ministry says since February,
27 waining workshopshavebeenheld
and over 500 existing and potential
business people have been trained,
and many entrepreneurs assisted.
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Fund, Gov’t sue to
collect damages

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE NMI Retirement Fund and the
CNMI government have sued a

-woman seeking damages over a ve-

hicular accident resulting to injuries
to a police officer.

The Fund and the govemment,
through counsel Assistant Atty. Gen.
Michael Ambrose, named as defen-
dant Rizalina Cano in the lawsuit
filed Monday in Superior Court.

Ambrose said the Fund brought
the action on behalf of itself, the
Workers” Compensation Commis-
sion, and the Treasurer of the Com-
monwealth.

The plaintiffs asked the court to
order Cano to pay the Fund
$262,531.601n damages as compen-
sation for the disability benefits, lost
wages, and medical bills paid by the
agency on behalf of Police Officer
Marvin S. Camacho.

The plaintiffs also sought payment
in an amount to be proven at uial
against Cano in favor of the govern-
ment CNMI as compensation for the
damage to the motorcycle operated

on ARCs to -
resume soon

By Jojo Dass -

Variety News Staff
ACTING Labor and Immigration
Secretary Mark Zachares yzsterday
said the hiring former labor and im-
migration chief Thomas O. Sablan
back asanimmigration officer forthe
department is legal.

“Under the Personnel rules and
regulations, appointees are allowed
to come back under their previous
positions,” explained Zachares.

“I signed his (Sablan’s) papers of
course but he is entitled to come
back,” he added.

Sablan, an appointee of former
govemor FroilanC. Tenorio, resigned
in January, barely two months after
the 1997 polls which saw former
govemor Pedro P. Tenorio succeed-
ing in his reelection bid.

Zachares has been described by
department insiders as among
Sablan’s lieutenants when the latter
was still secretary.

The two were also often seen con-
versing at a restaurant by the same
building housing offices of the de-
partment a few weeks after Sablan
tendered his resignation and several
more weeks before he appeared at the
department wearing an immigration
badge and flashing smiles.

Under Sablan, Zachares worked as
agovernment lawyer assigned by the
Attomey General’s Office (AGO).

His contract, which expired in De-

by Camacho during the accident.

According to the complaint,
Camacho, who was on-duty as a
Department of Public Safety traffic
patrol officer, was driving southward
a DPS-issued motorcycle when the
accident happened on BeachRoad in
SusupeonApril 14,1996at 7:30a.m.

Ambrose said Cano was driving
northward a 1990 Mazda pick-up
truck with license plate AAM-650
when she negligently failed to nego-
tiate the curve. '

The truck crossed over into the
south-bound lane and struck
Camacho, causing the officer to be
thrown from the motorcycle and to
slide along the asphalt forseveral feet.

*Asadirectand proximateresultof
defendantCano’snegligence, Officer
Camacho suffered severe personal
injuries, including, but not limited to,

multiple fractures and lacerations to
hiis left leg.

The injuries suffered by Cammacho
ultimately resulted in the loss of his
left leg,” Ambrose stated.

The plaintiffscounsel said the Fund
has, pursuant to its obligations under

~ the law, paid $36,495.47 in disability

benefits and lost wages to Camacho.

Ambrose said the Fund may be
requiredtopay further benefits and or
wages totaling $1,260 or more to the
police officer in the future.

He said the Fund also paid
$224,776.13 in medical and other
related expenses incurred by
Camacho.

Plaintiffs counsel added that the
government has incurred $15,000in
costs stemming from the damage to
the motorcycle caused by Cano’s
negligence.

Zachares explains hiring
of ex-secretary Sablan

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
DESPITE protests from several quarters, the Department of Labor and
hnrqxgrauon (DOLI) will continue asking nonresident workers for Alien
Registration Cards (ARCs) when it resumes “unannounced inspections” of
‘factories and housing facilities this month, acting DOLI Secretary Mark
Zachares yesterday said.

“We’ll make sure that everybody has an ARC, that they come in (to the
department) and comply,” stressed Zachares, in an interview.

Several lawyers and groups of nonresident workers have been raising a
howl on the department’s assertion that ARCs should be obtained, explain-
ing that entry permits and employment contracts are supposedly enough to
justify a foreigner’s stay in the Commonwealth,

At least one lawyer, who represents two garment factories owned by
business tycoon Willie Tan, has, in earlir interviews, said he is pursuing
tatks with DOLI on the matter,

But Zachares maintained that an ARC “is required by law.”

“So we will enforce it,” he said.

The department, last month, began searching factories and a workers’
housing facility in an apparent crackdown on erring employers.

Atleast six factories have been subjected to the raids which yielded about
1,200 nonresident workers found without ARCs,

Alsonabbed during the raids were 34 overstayers and close to 100 various

 violations of health and safety standards.

Theraids are seen as part of govemmient'sefforts to weed out overstayers.
‘The department has earlier announced plans to deport 1,000 overstayers
this year, a figure that is more than a three-fold increase from last year's 300.

Sien

Has @rrived!!!

Sienna 1s much more than a mini van.

It’s a 7 passenger sedan.

Stop by for a test drive today!

Split System 12,000 BTU Wall Mount
Split System 18,000 BTU Wall Mount
Split System 24,000 BTU Wail Mount
Split System 30,000 BTU Ceiling Mount
Split System 40,000 BTU Ceiling Mount

cember last year, was however not
renewed by the AGO.

Zachares sprang back to the de-
partmentwhenGov. Tenorioassigned
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UN lauds RP financial refo

the country o weather the worst
of the Asian financial crisis, a
U.N. study says.

The Economic and Social Sur-

By ROBERT H. REID
UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Restructuring the Philippine cen-
wral bank five years ago enabled

vey of Asia and the Pacific noted
that — unlike Indonesia, Thai-
land and South Korea -— the Phil-
ippines had made it through the

crisis “without any incidence of
afailed bank or financial institu-
tion.”

The report, released here Mon-

Marcos:

Former first lady and current presidential candidate Imelda Marcos
left, tries to convince her supporters to end their hunger strike
protesting the Supreme Court’s decision upholding her conviction on
graft charges. AP

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —
Former first lady Imelda Marcos de-
clared Monday thata 1993 graft con-

viction is damaging her presidential ~

candidacy and should be reversed by
the Philippine Supreme Court.

In January, a five-judge Supreme
Court panel upheld a 12-year prison
term forthe widow of former dictator
Ferdinand Marcos, but allowed her
one more appeal to the entire court.

“It’svery damaging,” Mrs. Marcos
told reporters while visiting support-
ers on a hunger strike to protest the
panel'sdecision. She said the convic-
tion was preventing her fromlooking
“like a serious candidate.”

Mrs. Marcos is one of 11 candi-
dates hoping to succeed President
Fidel Ramos, who is constitutionally
prohibited from seeking re-election.

Mrs. Marcos, currently acongress-
woman representing her home prov-
ince of Leyte, is given litlechance of

Conviction hurts candidacy

winning the election. Recent popu-
larity pollshave given herabout 2.3
percent of the vote.

In the corruption case, Mrs.
Marcos was convicted of hav-
ing granted leases on govern-
ment-owned land at improperly
low rates to the Philippine Gen-
eral Hospital Foundation, which
she headed. The land was then
sublet to another company at
much higher rates.

The case is the only one in
which Mrs. Marcos, 68, has been
convicted of corruption, although
she faces numerous other criminal
and civil cases related to her
husband’s 20-year rule.

Inits January decision, the panel
upheld one of two counts in Mrs.
Marcos’ conviction. Tt sentenced
hertonine to 12 years in prison and
ordered her to pay $5.1 million in

- damages to the govemment.

The benefits of using
PERSONAL SECRETARY

e Takes messages 24 hours a day, even when
your phone 1s turned off or your battery is dead

e Doesr'tinterfere vath normal answering;
wotks only when you don't answer

*  Works with any model of cellular phone

* Allows you to retrieve messages from any
touch tone phone, anywhere in the world!

“You’ll wonder how you
ever lived without it!”

IiDIARY OF

GTE Pacifica Cellular customers
can activate it now! Here’s how:

1) Dial *70 and press SEND - you'll hear a confirmation

tone, then press END after the tone.

recorded instructions.

2) Dial 682-MAIL (6245), press SEND and follow the

3) When the recording asks you to enter a password

for the first time, enter 12 3 4 as your temporary
password. You will be asked to input a permanent

one later.

4) To retrieve messages:

Dial *9 and press SEND or call 682-MAIL from any

touch tone phone.

2745

For more information, call

Fidel Ramos

day, said the Philippines’ relative
success was due primarily to the
1993 restructuring of the country’'s
central bank.

“The enactment of a new Cen-
tral Bank in 1993 created a new
independent monetary institution
with large capitalization,” the re-
port said. “The new Central Bank

. has emerged as a much stron-
ger institution with more effec-
tive supervision of the country’s
financial system.”

The Philippineshas notescaped
the Asian crisis altogether.

President Fidel Ramos, whose
six-year term expires in June, has
ordered all government agencies
to reduce expenses by at least 25
percent this yeartoavoid abudget
deficit prompted by recent de-
clinesin Asiancurrencies, includ-
ing the Philippine peso.

That has forced delays in many
government development
projects. Furthermore, the re-
gional drought brought about by
the El Nino phenomenon has led
to food shortages in poor parts of
the country.

Nevertheless, the country has
come through the Asian crisis in
better shape than many other East
Asian countries.

The U.N. report also praiscd
the Philippines foraseries of other
reforms instituted by Ramos and
hispredecessor, Corazon Aquino.
These included limits on [oans to
directors, officers and major
stockholders, controls on inter-
locking directorships and strict
standards for capital adequacy and
minimum risk-asset ratios.

A series of increases over the
years raised the minimum capital
requirements and mandated other
measures to assure the strength of
the Philippine banking system,
the report said.

The Philippine Congress ap-
proved the creation of a new cen-
tral bank in June 1993, allowing
the government to restructure the
$11.4billion debt of the old insti-
tution.

Approval of the bill triggered
the release of $450 million inloans
by the World Bank and the Japan
Export-Import Bank.

The old central bank built a
huge debt following the 1983 as-
sassination of opposition Sen.
Benigno Aquino, then President
Ferdinand Marcos’ archfoe and
President Aquino’s husband.

Aqumo s killing triggered a
massive capital flight and
strengthened an opposition move-
mentthat culminated in the ouster
of Marcos in February 1986 and
the rise of Corazon Aquino to the
presidency.

Japan's central bank head:

TOKYO (AP)—Jupun’s new cen-
tral bank chief shrugged oft calls for
higher interest rates Monday, insist-
ing that rates will remain at record
lows unti] the economy begins o
recover {rom a prolonged slumy.

Masaru Hayami, appointed gover-
nor of the Bank of Japan last month,
guvelittle indication thathe will bring
about a change mJapan’s 2 12 yewr-
old loose monetary policy.

The remarks came a day after a
senior official of the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, Hiromu Nonaka,
called for & hike in its benchmark
interest rate, which has stood at a
record low of 0.5 percent since Sep-
tember 1995.

“Keeping the current interest rate
policy is the maximum that we can
do to bolster the economy, Hayami
told reporters. “Interest rates should
be kept low for now.™

Savings accounts in Japan pay an
annual interest rate of only about 0.1
percent, and the impacton pensioners
dependent on interest income makes
the super-low rates a favorite targetof
politicians,especially duringelection

- S€ason.

Elections for the upper house of
Parliament ae expected in July.

Another LDP heavyweight, party
Secretary-General Koichi Kato,
weighed inMonday by saying thatan
eventual increase ininterestrates was
nevitable.

Potiticians have no formal author-
ity over monetary policy and the
BOJ’s independence in setting in-
terest rates was strengthened in a
Jaw that wentintoeftecton April 1.

But the politician’s remarks
seemed to echo comments made
by Hayami in his first public state-
ments as the head of the central
bank.

Hayami had said that years of

low interest rates was not helping
the nation’s companies, but he
quickly reversed himsellafew days

3 2:‘airflines in'
_emergency

land,lng at

TOKYO (AP) — A Continental
MicronesiaBoeing 727 jetlinermade
an emergency landing at Kansai In-
temational Airport in Osakaon Mon-
day after a hydraulic systerm failed,
officials said.

The aircraft was en route 10 New
Chitose Airport in northerm Japuan
from the resort island of Guam with
85 passengers and 7 crew on bowd.

Only an hour later, a Japan Air
System's Airbus A-300 bound for
Guangzhou insouthern Ching, carry-
ing [30passengersand 12 crew, was
forced to retun 1o the same airport
afteracomputertlight managing sys-
tem failed, the airline said.

Both planes landed safely, and no
injuries or damages were reported
from the mishaps, Kansai airport of-
ficials said.

Both airliners continued onto their
original destinations after repairs, the
airlines said.

later.

Low interest rates are a key part
of the government’s policies 1o
breathe life into Japan’s languid
cconomy. In general, this kind of
“easy money” strategy allows
bunks to extend more financing
to businesses and obtain more
capital for writing oft bad loans.
. Mosteconomists donot expect
the central bank (o raise inlerest
rates until un cconomic recovery
is well under way, something
which appears unlikely any time
soon.

The BOJ chief also indicated
Monday that the dollar could
weaken further against the yen,
noting Japan’s high trade surplus
with its trading partners.

Just over one week ago, the

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide.

Moitis Products Inc. 1998
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The U.S. dollar against Japanese yen is traded at 128.62 yen in m/d
morning Monday on the Tokyo Foreign Exchange. The dollar fell
againstyen on reports that Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
may support an increase in the nation’s key leading rate. ap

dollar hit a 6 1/2-year high of
135.2 yen. But intervention by
the BOJ pushed the doliar as low
as 127.40yenon Friday. It bought
129.44 yen in late Tokyo trading
Monday.

Hayami, 72, replaced Yasuo
Matsushita as BOJ governor af-
ter a senior central bank official
wus taken into custody on influ-
ence-peddling charges.

The arrest tainted the bank s ster-
ling reputation and triggered an
immediate in-house investigation
of 600 other BOJ officials.

The central bank announced last
week that it had reprimanded 98
employees foraccepting excessive
wining and dining paid for by pri-
vate financial institutions with busi-
ness ties to the central bank.

A MOMENT OF PLEASURE
WITH THE 100MM CIGARETTE
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5 nabbed in Tokyo scandal

TOKYO (AP) —Tokvopolice said
they arested five seniorofficials from
thive Japanese clectical equipment
makers Monday, bringing 1o 13 the
number of arrests in o widening brib-
ery scandal at the nation’s highway
agency.

The five were arested for alleg-
edly spending 2.7 million ven ($
21.000) on lavish dinners between
1996 and this year for Nobuaki

Mizukoshi, 43, a former senior of 1i-
clal of the Jupan Highway Public
Corp. Mizukoshi was arrested last
month.

A spokesman tor the Tokyo Met-
ropolitan Police said the arested ex-
ccutives allegedly used the meals 1o
bribe Mizukoshi for advance infor-
mation about bidding for highway
constiuction projects.

With the latest round of arrests,

1f

opportunities:

J.C. TENORIO ENT., INC.

a leader in the Saipan community, is committed to providing
excellence in customer and employee satisfaction. We are
currently seeking qualified candidates for the following

Supervisors

\

* Flexible/Reliable

« 1-2 yrs. Exp. preferred

e Customer Service oriented/professional
*» Good work ethics

Cashiers

* Flexible/Reliable

* 6 Mos.-1 yr. Exp. preferred
 Good communication skills
e Customer Service oriented

Baggers

.

» 16 years of age or older preferred
 Customer Service oriented
» Flexible/Reliable

EXCELLENT BENEFITS AND COMPETITIVE SALARIES.
|F INTERESTED, PLEASE APPLY IN PERSON AT THE
J.C. TENORIO ENTERPRISES, INC.

HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE LOCATED ON THE
2ND FLR. OF JOETEN SHOPPING CENTER, SUSUPE.

* NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE »
LOCAL HIRE ONLY

Lierzuen {zsivities will commence on Kay 22nd through 'le 2thfor up“”Cd of 6 wweeks
CONCESSION WILL OPEN TC THE GENERAL PUELIC
EFFECTIVE FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 1588
i"AYOR'S CCHFEREICE RCON!

SPACE IS LIMITED AND WILL BE ON A FIRST COME FIRST SERVE BASIS

" ACTIVITYTYPE ,
FOOD COMBINATION (any type of food} $2,000.00 a/blc
A. Food B. Drinks C. Beer $1,500 ab
BEER BOOTH ONLY $1,500.00
CONFECTICNS $1,000.00
Cotion Canty, Snaw-Cone, Popeorr: {choice of 2)
ice Crearm. Yogurt, Candies $750.00
QOthars (Single)
GAMES OF SKILLS $1,500.00
Basketball, Durtker, Foowball, Sofibal
Other — —

KID GAMES $750.00
Fish Pond, Coin Toss, Ring Toss, Dan, Cork/Squin Gun
Others
GAME OF CHANCE $3,000.00
«Over/Under, Color Game
MISCELLANEQUS ATTRACTION $1,000.00
« Balloons, Toys, Picture Taking, {Choice 0f 2)
Tatloo, Face Painting $750.00
Single
CULTURAL GIFTS $500.00
+ Chamorro, Carolinians, Micronesian 6x6
Ohers
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION $500.00
+Food excluding drinks and beer 6x6
MISCELLANEQUS VEMNDORS (3 items limited) Jewelry $1,000.00
Promotional Vendors
Others
RIDES 25% OF GROSS REVENUE

Mizukoshi is now suspecied of re-
ceiving atotal of 7.15 million yen (%
56,000) in bribes from seven {irms,
said the police spokesman, whospoke
on condition of anonymity.

Last month, seven officials from
four electrical equipment makers —
including Nagoya Denki Co., Japan
Radio Co. and Koito Industries —
were arrested in the bribery scandal.

Japan Highway Public Corp. is a
goverment-affiliated agency that
maintains a vast network of express-
ways and issues bonds topay fornew
rouds.

The five men anested Monday

included three senior officials of
Nisshin Electric Co.,amedium-sized
firm based in Kyoto; a 49-year-old
official of Seiwa Denki, another
Kyoto-based firm; and a 59-year-old
executiveofa Tokyo-basedelectrical
parts sales firm.

In January, another official at the
highway agency was arrested on
charges of accepting 2.6 million yen
(dlrs 20,000) worth of dinners and
golf outings from two executives at
Nomura Securities Co.

The two executives at Nomura,
Japan’s largest brokerage, were also
arrested.

/ta//an PreS/dent Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, left, k/sses a hand of Empress
Michiko as Emperor Akihito is looking on prior to a welcome ceremony
at the Akasaka Palace in Tokyo Monday. Scalfaro arrived in Tokyo

earlier the day for a seven-day state visit. ap

The scandal involving the high-
way agency came to light as authori-
lieswere investigating anearlier scan-
dal atNomuraandotherfinancecom-
panies involving payoffs to a corpo-
rate racketeer.

Several officials and former offi-
cials from the Ministry of Finance
and Japan’s central bank have also
beenarrested on chargesof accepting
lavish entertainment from Japanese
financial institutions.

Dollar slips,
‘Tokyo stock
prices fall

TOKYO (AP) — The U.S. dollar
was lower against the yen at mid-
afternoon Monday following reports
thatJapan’s prime minister may sup-
port an increase in the nation’s key
lending rate. Tokyo stock prices fell.

The dollar bought 128.93 yen at
mid-afternoon, down 0.11 yen from
late Friday in Tokyo and also below
its late New York rate of 128.69 yen
on Friday.

Prime Minister RyutaroHashimoto
told reporters carlier Monday that he
expectsJapan’seconomytoimprove
to the point where there may be lee-
way to raise Japan’s discount rate.

Last Thursday, Hashimoto an-

nounced his country’s largest-ever

economic stimulus package, totaling

16 trillion yen (3 30 billion). The
package will include 4 trillion yen ($
30 billion) in tax cuts.

On Monday, ihe dollar briefly fell
as low as 127.60 yen before recover-
ing some of its early losses as foreign
and Japanese institutional investors
bought dollars to cover short posi-
tions, traders said.

The Bank of Japan was not seen
intervening in the market following
its aggressive yen buying against the
doliar Thursday and Friday.

The dollar earlier was hurt by the
release of monthly trade data show-
ing Japan’s current account surplus
rose 97.1 percent in February from
the same month of last year.

train you.

Saipan Office:

oo e oo o0 o oo oDTores Building

Middle Road, Garapan

Hustomer Service Representative

If you're interested in entering the dynamic field of insurance, StayWell may have a job for you!

We're looking for an outstanding personality with pleasing phone etiquette and typing skills to
join our customer service team. Customer service experience is preferred but not required. We'll

We're offering a salary commensurate with skills and experience plus excellent benefits including
paid vacation, sick leave and medical insurance

LOCAL HIRE ONLY

PICK UP APPLICATION AT:
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Russia eyes $2.8B IMF loans

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia ex-
pects to get $ 2.8 billion in loans
from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in 1998 and 1999
under an economic program ap-
proved by the Central Bank and
government, the bank said Mon-
day.

The loans are part of a § 10
billion, three-year program first
agreed with the IMF in March
1996.

Under the agreement, Russia
must approve detailed annual eco-
nomic plans spelling out policy

priorities in order to receive regu-
lar disbursements of the credit.

The Central Bank said inastate-
ment that the 1998 program, ap-
proved on Saturday, will be sub-
mitted to the IMF’s board for ap-
proval in May.

Fund officials have beenclosely
involved in drafting the program
and the board is expected to ap-
prove it.

Together with the program, the
IMF board also is expected to
review Russia’s economic per-
formance in the first quarter and

By FARID HOSSAIN
DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) —A
visiting U.S. official on Monday
criticized Afghanistan’s Islamic
Taliban government for its treat-
ment of women.

Bill Richardson, the U.S. Am-
bassadortothe United Nations, said
the Taliban denied women educa-
tion and health care.

*“This is not right,” he said in a
question-and-answer session fol-
lowing a speech to Cabinet minis-
ters, lawmakers, diplomatsand gov-
ernment officials in Dhaka, the
Bangladeshi capital.

Richardson praised efforts in
Bangladesh, which like Afghani-
stanhas a Muslim majority popula-
tion, to pm\'/ide jobs and education
to women.

“Most Americans are simply not
aware that more than 3 million
womenhave started theirown busi-
ness with the help of micro-credit
loans in Bangladesh,” he said.

“Bangladeshisdramaticevidence

Richardson hits Afghans’

treatment of Women

Bill Richardson

that Islamic countries can be strong
democracies.”

Richardson, who arrived in
BangladeshMonday from Bahrain,
isduetovisitAfghanistan thisweek
as patt of his Asian tour that also
will take him to India, Sri Lanka
and Pakistan.

In Bangladesh, Richardson met
withPrime MinisterSheikh Hasina
totellherthat U.S . President Clinton
willinclude hercountryinhis Asian

decide whether to release another
$ 700 million tranche.

The bank noted that the 1998
program calls for continuing many
of the policies of previous years,
aiming to stimulate investment
and economic growth.

It includes a special focus on
measures to boost budget revenues
and control spending in order to
reduce the deficit.

In addition, the plan calls for
steps to increase market transpar-
ency, starting with measures to
open up big state-owned compa-
nies such as Unified Energy Sys-
tem, Gazprom and the national
railways.

Privatization alsoisto continue,
with a focus on open auctions
with clear and fair terms.

The text of the program will be

published later, although an an-
nex with specific performance
targets and economic indicators
is confidential.

InFebruary, Russiaand the IMF -
agreed to extend the loan pro-
gram forone more year, into 2000,
bringing an additional $ 1.5 bil-
lion in lending.

Anew detailed program forthat
period will be drafted next year.

trip later this year.

IS BRIAN FARLEY
CHAIRPERSON

l. CALL TO ORDER
il ADOPTION OF AGENDA (ACTION)
.  ADOPTION OF 4/10/98 MEETING MINUTES (ACTION)
Iv. ELECTION OF SECRETARY (ACTION)
V. CANCELLATION OF SILC PART TIME RECRUITMENT (ACTION})
VI. MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (SILC AND

RRTCP ABILITIES CENTER) (ACTION)
Vi. PROPOSED AMENDMENT ON BY-LAWS (DISCUSSION)
Vill. MISCELLANEOUS (DISCUSSION)
IX. ADJOURNMENT

In compliance with the American With Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals who
wish to attend this meeting, but requires accessibility such as large print or sign
language interpreter, must call 664-6538 (voice) or 322-6449 (TTY). Advance
notice is necessary to allow ample time to make necessary arrangements.

OFFICE OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

'PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the public that the State Independent Living

Council will hold its special meeting on Thursday, April 16,1998 at
11:00 am at the PREL Office located in the 2nd floor at

Bank of Hawaii in Puerto Rico. Interested persons are welcome to attend.
The following agenda will be discussed:

COMMONWEALTH PORTS AUTHORITY
CPA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NOTICE OF MEETING

. PRELIMINARY MATTERS
1. Callto Orders
2. RollCall

3. Adoption of Agenda

. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Finance Committee
2. Seaport Facilities Gommiltee
3. Airport Facilities Committee

4, Personnel Committee -

Project Status Report
Rota Small Boat Marina

V. OLDBUSINESS
VI NEW BUSINESS

VIl PUBLIC COMMENTS

{Report under executive session)
IV.  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT
Feasibility Study and Bond Raling
Aviation Task Force created by Governor
Meeting with Tinian Delegation

1. Revised Board Bylaws (draft)

2. JMC Lease of Storage Space-Saipan

3. SN-5 Enterprises-Use Permit-Tinian

4. Agriculture & Grazing Permit-L. Cabrera

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Seclion 11, Governor Pedro P. Tenorio and Lt. Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the Commonwealth
Ports Authority Board of D|rector hereby give notice that the regular meeting of the CPA Board of Directors will be held on Friday, April
17, 1998 at 10:00 a.m. at the CPA Conference Room, Saipan Seaport Office, on Saipan.

The following items are on the agenda, for the above-referenced meeling:

4. Adoption of Minutes (March 4, 1997)
Il.  CORRESPONDENCE {(information only)

- Adoption of Financial Statements
- Traffic and Earnings Reports
- Bulk Cement Facility Proposal on Tinian

- Saipan Car Rental Concessionaires

Groundbreaking-Rota, Apron Expansion

1. Letter from Joseph Mendiola re Telesource Proposal

STAYWELL OFFICE

D'Torres Building, Middle Road, Garapan
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

The above lees includes the building structure, unless otherwise specified booth slandard size is 12x12.
Exclusion ol the above cost is the common area tee and the power hookup fee.

| i i y
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, right, kisses Ihe first female cosmo- I\;(“' %jéﬁgﬁagﬁ? n) LEGAL COUNSELS REPORT
naut, Valentina Tereshkova, during an award ceremony at the Kremlin )
in Moscow on Monday. Yeltsin praised the group of cosmonauts and
congratulated them on Cosmonauts Day celebrated on April 12. AP

The Committee reserves the right 10 increase the concession in the best interest of the general public and

the Committee. All paymen!s must be paid in cash to be guaranieed of that concession slot. i
Allinterested persons are welcome to attend and to submit written or oral testimony on the above agenda items.

/s/Antonio S. Camacho April 13, 1998
Acting Chairman, Board of Directors Date

For more information, please call MaryAnn at the Mayor's Oftice 235-7340-2 or drop by the office.
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Singapore haze climbs
to highest level in '98

SINGAPORE (AP) — Winds
from fire-swept Indonesiabrought
smoke to neighboring Singapore
on Monday, shrouding buildings
in pollution and reducing visibil-
ity to about a mile (1.6
kilometres).

The three-hour average of the
Polution Standards Index rose
to 78 by mid-afternoon. the
highestlevel recorded this year.

As readings between 51 and
100 are considered to be within
the moderate  level by

Singapore’s  Environment
Minsistry. no health advisories
were issued.

“Itis still within an accept-
able range, up to a hundred.”
Wee Wan Hong, a laboratory
officerat the Environment Min-
istry.told The Associated Press.
“As long as it is below 100 it’s
stilt OK.™

Enjoy Dancing Under The Stars
With The One You Love On
“THE LOVEBOAT”
Departs Every Friday from Charlie Dock

at 8:00 p.m. and returns at 10:00 p.m.
Drinks and Snacks are available on board
Tickets on Sale at the Boat on the
Night of Sailing. Come early because
passengers are limited to 100 only

Readings of the index between
101 and 200 are described as
unhealthy. and those with heart
or respiratory ailments are warned
to reduce their activities.

Low-level ecasterly winds
from Kalimantan, the Indone-
sian portion of Borneo where
fires are choking the environ-
ment, carried the smoky condi-
tions over Singapore.

“We are not getting very bad
haze™ compared to what is hap-
pening in Borneo, Woon Shih
Laiof Singapore s Meteorologi-
cal Department said.

He added similar conditions
could be expected in the next
few days.

In Brunei, also on the island
or Borneo, haze levelshave gone
off the scale and foreign embas-
sies are preparing to evacuate
their staff to escape the haze.

Prlce only S20 per couple!!!
T Call-322-7676

AMMENDMENT NO. 1

The amendment to request for proposal is as follows:

The deadline for submission on proposals is changed
from April 14, 1998, to April 28, 1998. All other
information as provided in the solicitation and statement
of work shall remain the same.

Executive Director

GUC RFP 98-0011

SUPPLY OF LUBRICANTS, LUBRICATING OILS,
GREASES, ETC. FOR POWER PLANTS ON SAIPAN,

TINIAN AND ROTA, CNMI

Date: Thursday, April 2, 1998

The Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) is
hereby notifying all interested firms that CUC is extending
the deadline for submission of proposals.
determined that it will be in its best interest to extend
the deadline in order for offerors to submit the most
responsive and competitive proposals.

TIMOTHY P. VILLAGOMEZ

Commonwealth Utilities Corporation

cucC

A Brune/ po//ceman inthe haze covered capn‘a/ Bandar Sen Begawan dlrectlng traff/c Saturda y. Saturda y's
Pollutant Standard Index was 394 following the thick haze which caused visibility as low as 50 meters  ap

Foreign embassy to evacuate
staff due to haze in Brunei

By JOCELYN GECKER
BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN,
Brunei (AP) _—U.S.Embassy in
Brunet has requested permission
from Washington to evacuate its
staff from the smog-choked capital
to temporarily escape hazardous
air pollution, the U.S. Ambassador
said Monday.

As the haze in this oil-rich king-
dom on northem Bommeo island
remains at critical levels, foreign
embassies have filed travel alerts
and begun to grant staff “rest and
relaxation” on a rotating basis,
embassy officials said.

“We're waiting for State Depant-
ment approval,” said U.S. Ambassa-
dor Glen Robert Rease, to fly staff to
Australia or the United States.

Rease said other embassies were
doing likewise.

Inmid-March, the U.S. Embassy
filed a travel alert, advising some
200 Americans in Bruneinotto go
outside and to wear protective
masks if they must go outdoors.

The statement cautioned travel-
ers to Brurei to be aware of the
“hazardous” air pollution levels.

The international airport has of-
ten been forced to shut down. All
incoming flights and short, outgo-
ing flights were canceled Monday

mormning.

Visibility at 2 p.m. stood at 160
meters (525 feet), down from 190
meters (620 feet) at 7 a.m.

Fires in Brunei and in nearby Ma-
laysian sections of Borneo have cast
blankets of smoke over the island,
making daily life a painful chore.

An eye-and-throat-stinging smog
has sent thousands to hospital emer-
gencyrooms,complainingof asthma-
like symptoms.

Studentsatthe BruneiInternational
Schoolhave had norecess or outdoor
sports since January, when the pollu-
tion levels climbed to hazardous lev-
els.

Theystraponpollutionmaskswhen
walking through the school’s out-
door hallways.

“Thisis a vision of the future if we
don’t get control,” said the school’s
principal Mark Gifford, as a line of
masked third-graders filed past him.

Last month the government shut
schools for two weeks.

Schools re-opened April 9 but par-
ents have been advised to keep chil-
dren home when the pollution index
exceeds healthy levels.

Attendance at the intermnational
school has dropped by half to 400
students and the teaching staff has
dwindled from 100 to 70 in recent

weeks, said Gifford.

“It’s staggering, absolutely stag-
gering,” said Gifford, who walks the
school’s grounds with a double-fil-
tered gas mask.

“There will come a point where we
have insufﬁcient staff to continue
operating.”

Gifford said the school is lookmg
into buying itsown pollution reading
equipment since the government’s
machines do not register readouts
higher than 500.

In Brunei’s Pollutant Standard In-
dex, a readout above 200 is consid-
ered “very unhealthy,” above 300
“hazardous,” and above 400 “‘very
hazardous.”

Reports in the local Bomeo Bulle-
tin, which runs a daily list of PSI's
around the country, put Sunday’s
index at 500.

Othman Jailani, a spokesman for
Brunei’s fire department, estimated
the fires have blackened 4,000 hect-
ares (9,880 acres) of the nation’s rain
forest.

Hesaid anaverage of 20callscome
in a day with reports of new fires.

The army has begun water-bomb-
ing the fires from two helicopters;
over the weekend it commissioned
a private helicopter to pump water
over the blazes from a tank.

Indonesia
of its rare

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)—
Forest fires on the Indonesian
side of Borneoisland have killed
dozens of rare deer, officials said
Monday.

Blazesraging out of control in
East Kalimantan province have
scorched about 231,000 hect-
ares {571,800 acres) of forest
sinceJanuary, endangering wild-
life and forcing airports to close
because of thick Haze.

The bumed bodies of Sambar
deerand other animals have been
faund and illegal hunters have

forest fires kill dozens
deer, officials say

also been shooting wildlife, said
Awang Farouk Ishak, an environ-
mental official in the provincial
capital of Sarnarinda.

Last year, similar fires, many
of them purposely set to clear
land, produced a massive blanket
of smoke over much of Southeast
Asia and threatened the health of
millions. )

" Officials fear the problem could
be worse this year if left un-
checked.

The fires have threatened the
refuges of orangutans, birds,

crocodiles and a rare type of
butterfly found only on Borneo,

The fires have thrived partly
because East Kalimantan,
which lies 1,200 kilometers
(750 miles) northeast of Jakarta,
continues to suffer a drought
and seasonal rains have yet to
arrive,

Eighty percent of the farm-
land in the province has been
affected by the drought and
thousands of people face food
shortages, the official Antara
news agency said.

|
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Clintons pa)

By Rob Wells
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Clintons joined millions ol other
Americans Monday in filing their
X retum just before the deadline,
reparting incone ol more than half
amilliondollisand federal tixesof
S91.964.

They made more from Hillary
Rodham Clinton’s book. Tt Takes
aVillage."than fromithe president s
slany but gave atf the book income
to chanty afier taxes.

In all, the president and his wite
reported S569.511 in adjusted
gross income, of which $200,000
was his salury and $281 898 was
inrovalties from the book. Other
income included camings from
investments and a refund from
his Arkansas state taxes.

Vice President Al Gore and
Tipper Gore also released their
tax returns, showing eanings of
$197.729 and federal taxes of
$47.662. Gore also showed in-
come asanauthor, bringing home
$2.650 tor his “Earth in the Bal-
ance.” The Gores listed $353 in
charitable contributions.

The Clintons made chantabledo-
nations totaling $270,725, prima-
rily from Mrs. Clinton’s book.

White House spokesman Bary
Toiv suid the Clintons wouldn’t
release a list of their charities. 1
suspect that they're approuched

Clgar ﬁrms

may face
-tougher rules

By Joseph Schuman
WASHINGTON (AP) — Even as
Congress andthe White House work
on anti-smoking legislation target-
ing cigarettes, federal regulators are
looking at whetherthe cigarindustry
merits tougherules as well, the Fed-
ceral Trade Commission chaiman
said Monday:.

The National Cancer Institute is-
sued a study Friday indicating the
numberof cigarsmokershasrisen 50
percent since 1993, and contending
that smoking cigas can be just s
deadly as smoking cigarettes. It also
said that while cigaretie use has de-
clined. the rate of cigar smoking is
relatively high — especially among
Cen-gers.

With an eve onrising cigar sales,
especially 1o teens, the FIC carlier
this vew ordered manufacturers o
report how they market cigars, how
much they pay to advertise and who
is buying. "The FTC received those
reports lust week,

FIC Chairman Robert Pitofsky
said Monday that itistooearly forthe
commissiontoconsiderspecificnew
measues, but the weakly regulated
cigar indusuy mighteventually face
ruleslike those cigaretie makershave
dealtwith for decides.

“I would think @ waming label
wouldbe justibedif intactcrgars can
be s bad for vou as cigareties,”
Prolsky said.

Alhoughthe govemmentrequires
health wimings for agareties wnd
smokeless tobacco, 11 has no such
alerts on cigars. And the Clinton
administration leftout cigars when it
wave the Food and Drug Admimstra-
tion jurisdiction over most obacco
products,

enoughasitisby charitable organiza-
tions Iool\mg fordonutions,” he said.

Gore spokesman Chris Lehane said
lust year the Gores listed $35,530 in
charitable contributions, which were
proceeds from Mrs, Gore's book,
“Picture This.”

“This yeur, the Gores did not have
asimilar souree of income and the
charitable contributions reflect that
change.” Lehane said.

Other income on the Clintons’ re-
wm included $12,000 in dividend
and interest income from the
“Henry G. FreemanJr., Pin Money
Fund,” established in 1912 to ben-
cfit the president’s spouse. Mrs.
Clintondonated this money tochar-
ity. as she had in prior years.

In addition, the Clintons listed
$291 ininterestincome, which Toiv
said represented interest from the
Presidential Legal Expense Trust,
which was created to help cover
legal fees from lawsuits. The trust
is constructed so that Clinton per-
sonally receives interest from the
account.

Last year, the Clintons’ tax re-
turns revealed they were million-
aires for the first time — on paper,

PreSIdeni and Mrs C//ntonand {he Easter Bunny k/ck off the

annual Easter Egg Roll Monday morning on the South Lawn of

the White House. Some 7,200 hard-boiled eggs have been dyed
by the White House chef for the traditional event that dates back

to 1878.

AP

$91 964 in taxes

at least. They n,pomd‘»l 065,101in
adjusted gross income for the 1996
tax year. They paid $199.791 in fed-
cral incomie taxes.

That year, royalties from "It Takes
a Village™ totaled $742,852. Mrs.
Clinton donated $590,(XX) to charity
and kept$152,000topay the state and
federaltaxesstemming fromthe book
rovalties.

The Clintons” tax return was refa-
tively straightforward — 10 pages
were filed to the IRS — but the tax
preparationfee wis $8,030. Toiv suid
the fee represented accounting ser-
vices throughout the year.

By contrast, the Gores paid $4,500
for preparation of a highly complex
retumn, more than triple the length. It
lists depreciation for property in
Carthage, Tenn,, the vice president’s
legal residence, and Arlington, Va.

Both the Clintons and the Gores
checked a box directing $3 to the
presidential election campaign fund.

Like many investors, Clintonsaved
underthe 1997 TaxpayerReliefAct,”
whichcutthe maximumcapital giins
rate 1o 20 percent. Clinton’s capital
gains taxes dropped $889 as a result
of the bill.
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Albright to block execution

By RICHARD CARELLI
WASHINGTON (AP --- Scce-
retany of State Madeleine Albright

will ask Virgimia's governor 1o
delay the executton of i death-
row innuide from Paraguay, wd-
ministration offictals said Mon-
day.

State Department spokesmun

James P Rubin said Albright

would urge Virginia Gov. James
Gilmore to use his power 10 stop
Tuesday’s execution of Angel
Francisco Breard.

But the Justice Department
urged the Supreme Court to allow
the execution to proceed. Breard
is scheduled to die Tuesday, de-
spite pleas for a postponement by
the government of Paraguay and

the World Court.

The high-level split by two
agencies of the federal govern-
ment is outlined in the Justice
Department’s brief to the high
court and was confirmed by State
Department officials.

In a letter to Gilmore, Albright
referred to “the concerns she has
as secrctary of state about the

|

EXPANSION,

NOTICE OF INTENT TO APPLY FOR RUS LOAN AND
PUBLIC MEETING

The Commonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) wishes to
notify the public of its intent to apply for a loan from the United
States Department of Agriculture, Rural Utility Service. This is
for the construction of the GUALO RAI SEWER LINE
in the village of Gualo Rai,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

A public meeting will be held to provide citizens an opportunity
to become acquainted with the proposed project, and to comment
on issues such as economic and environmental impact, service
area, etc. All concerned citizens are invited to attend.

CUC personnel will hold the meeting at the Garapan Elementary
School Cafeteria on Wednesday, April 22, 1998, at 7:00 p.m.

If you have questions regarding this proposed project, please
call Mr. Edward Babauta, CUC Wastewater Division Project
Engineer, at (670) 322-6706/7179.

Saipan,

September 30, 1997.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Northern Marianas Protection and Advocacy
Systems, Inc. (NMPASI) is soliciting proposals for the
financial and compliance audit for the fiscal year ending
Proposals shall be submitted to
the NMPASI, P.O. Box 3529, Saipan, MP 96950 no later

than April 24, 1998. The audit shall be performed in
compliance with the following guidelines:

1. Generally Accepted Auditing Standards; and
2. OMB Circular A-133

Award will be based on specific factors like the price,
prior experience, technical competence and ability to
meet the deadline. The contract for this audit will be
awarded not later than May 8, 1998. The audit work
shall commence thereafter and a final audit report shall
be completed by June 15, 1998. Any questions regarding
this matter can be addressed to Ms. Lydia F. Barcinas,
Executive Director at Tel. No. 235-7274/7273

Madeleine Albright
potential risk to Americans abroad
about the Vienna convention not
being fully implemented,” Rubin
said.

The convention guarantees that
persons accused in other coun-
trieshave accesstodiplomats from
their country of citizenship.

Breard, a citizen of Paraguay,
was convicted of the 1992 stab-
bing death of Ruth Dickie in her
Arlington, Virginia, apartment.

The World Court said Breard’s
case violated a treaty with Para-
suay because that country’s con-

sulale was not notified. While
acknowledging that Breard was
not allowed to meet with some-
one from the consulate, the Jus-
tice filing contends “there is no
basis for concluding that the as-
sistance of a consular officer
would have changed the outcome
of the criminal proceedings.”

The 52-page brief was filed just
before the afternoon deadline set
by the court.

Paraguay and Breard asked the
Supreme Court to order his ex-
ecution postponed until formal
appeals they filed can be consid-
ered and acted on.

The court was not expected to
rule on those emergency requests
until sometime Tuesday.

Lower courts have ruled that
Paraguay had nolegal standing to
intervene in Breard’s case.

Paraguay filed a federal civil
rights lawsuit in 1996, seeking to
have his conviction and death sen-
tence overturned.

The lawsuit contended that his
prosecution was unlawful because
he never was told he had the right
to contact the Paraguayan consu-
late.

NationsBank CEO Hugh McColl, Jr., left, and BankAmerica CEO
David Coulter shake hands before a news conference announcing the
multi-billion dollar merger of their banks Monday in New York. The
combined bank, which will operate in 22 states, will have $570 billion
in assets, mak/ng it the nation’s biggest bank ahead of Chase
Manhattan Corp. AP

By PETER McFARREN

of the country’s coca leaf crop.

the operation.

Bolivia.

five- year term.

Bolivian soldiers begin
to destroy coca fields

LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Defying local protesters, hundreds of
Bolivian police and soldiers began cutting illegal coca plants
Monday in one the world’s largest cocaine producing regions.
Vice Minister of the Interior Rafael Canedo, who is responsible
for the eradication of coca fields, said the government plans to
destroy 10,0C0 hectares (25,000 acres) this year, or abouta quarter

The security forces moved into several communities and began
destroying the plants with machetes. Farmers have opposed the
eradication and have called for road blocks and protests against

Army and police took over the region last week and lifted
roadblocks after a week of violence that left five people dead.
They have maintained a highly visible presence since then.

Coca leaf farmers had used rocks and fallen trees to stop traffic
on the main road linking the eastern and western regions of

They are demanding an end to the eradication effort and other
plans to wipe out cocaine trafficking. They also want more
alternative development programs in the region.

President Hugo Banzer said his government will not reverse its
decision to try and end cocaine trafficking in Bolivia during his

catmanae el
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A Chinese model poses during judging of the swimsuit section of the
China Model Star competition, at a Beijing hotel Monday. Seventy
models are competing to be named as China’s top model for 1998. The
competition is part of a week-long international fashion festival in the
Chinese capital.  ap

Korean Central bank
officials questioned

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
Prosecutors questioned three  ranking officials at the Finance
Bank of KoreaofficialsonMon-  Ministry-and the Bank of Ko-

tial aides were mid- or low-
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China flexes muscles

BEIJING (AP) — China has
launched nationwide military ex-
ercises for fighting high-tech re-
gional wars, the government news
agency reported Monday.

The drills are the biggest held by
the People’s Liberation Army since
the 1980s, the Xinhua News Agency
said. Officersand soldiersinallarmed
forces are involved, it said.

“The comprehensive military
drills represents another milestone
in the PLA's modemization drive,”
Xinhuasaid, citing unidentified mili-
tary sources.

China plans to modernize the
People’s Liberation Army by over-
hauling weapons systems and tactics
and trimming 500,000membersfrom
its force of 3 million.

President Jiang Zemin, who heads
the Communist Party commission
that controls the military, has said
the military must master advanced
technology in order to be able to
win local wars.

The government last month an-
nounced a 12.8 percent spending in-
crease for- the military, the largest

portion of the 1998 budget.

day, launching a probe into  rea.

whether government officials Calls for punishment have
ignored warnings that SouthKo- ~ been mounting amid South
rea was headed toward financial ~ Korea's financial crisis, which
crisis. - turned the world’s 11th largest

The move was seen as an ef-  economic power into the re-
forttolay the foundationtosum-  cipient of a record dlrs 58 bil-
mon twotop former presidential ~ lion bailout in December.
economic advisers accused of President Kim Dae-jung has
repeatedly - dismissing gloomy  said he would open a Parlia-
reports by subordinates. mentary probe or hearing into

The two advisors, former Fi- the case.
nance and Economy Minister After denying for weeks un-
Kang Kyong-shik and former  til the last moment that its
Senior Presidential Economic  economy was facing bank-
Secretary Kim In-ho, were  ruptcy, South Korea turned to
banned last week from leaving  the International Monetary
the country, along with six mid-  Fund in December for help.
ranking officials. By then, South Korea only

Kang and Kim werc allegedly ~ had $6billioninusable foreign-
warned by subordinatesasearly  reserves, auditors said.
as October that financial tur- Up to that point, the govemn-
moil engulfing the Southeast  ment had poured billions of
Asian countries would hitSouth  dollarstodefend South Korea’s
Korea, but failed toreportthatto  falling currency.
the president. Government auditors said the

The three Bank of Korea offi-  crisis began years ago when
cials questioned Monday were  South Korean companies
economic analysts who report-  launched project after new
edly prepared reports to the Fi-  project in a mad pursuit of
nance Ministry in which they  growth while the country’s
warned of Korea’srapidly wors-  trade deficit ballooned.
ening financial situations.

The two top ex-economic
aides were among 63 former and
incumbent government officials
held responsible by the

emment gave banks free rein to
borrow short-term foreign funds,
then lend the money recklessly.

When South Korea sought

government’s audit agency for  helpfromthe IMF,its outstand-
South Korea’s economic crisis  ing external debts exceeded $
late last year. 150 billion.

Also summoned for ques-
tioning by prosecutors Mon-
day were two mobile phone |
company officials suspected of
bribing government officials
and politicians in exchange for
favors under the previous gov-
ernment.

While asking the prosecution
“to investigate the two aides to
former President Kim Young-
sam for possible criminal
charges, the audit agency rec-
ommended that the others face
minor administrative penalties.

Tofinance that growth, the gov- |
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as shown.
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Two . ..

Continued from page 1

cases... These countries are so ac-
cessible to us or they can also
come here,” he added.

Villagomez said there are some
workers from these countries who
are working in different business
sectors in the Northern Marianas
“and they can bring the discase or
the infection in.”

At the same time, Villagomez
said the Division of Public Health
has received 133 referrals to the
Chest Clinic and 52 referrals to
the STD/HIV clinic.

To date, there have been 51
new cases of active tuberculosis
diagnosed since February 25,

He said the 51 cases represent
another dramatic increase con-
firming DPH’s concerns thatalien
workers had not been adequately
screened and that there was “a lot
more undiagnosed tuberculosis in
the community.”

To date, there have been 48
referrals for syphilis. At least 10
of this figure have been confirmed.

The total number of syphilis
cases in 1997 was less than 10.

He said the Public Health Divi-
sion is still awaiting confirmation
of the two new cases of HIV in-
fection.

~Villagomez said the HIV rate
in the CNMI could be as high as
150, adding that the “unfortunate

reality is that majority of those
infected with HIV do not know
that they are already carriers.”

“That number is a good esti-
mate, but I qualify that by saying
that majority of the people don’t
know they have the virus,” he
said.

The four new cases of HIV in-
fection among guest workers has
brought to 17 the total number of
confirmed cases in the CNML
Infection from the virus leads to
AIDS, a disease that destroys the
humaun body’s natural defense
systems.

DPH officials said they are ex-
pecting to unravel more cases of
HIV and other sexually transmit-
ted diseases including syphilis.

HIV infectionis mostly asymp-
tomatic. AIDS is adisease caused
by the entry of HIV in the body’s
internal tissues like blood ves-
sels.

The disease was first detected
in the CNMI in 1983,

Northwest . . .

Continued from page 1

Europe for Continental 's OnePass
members to be able to earn miles.

“What's going to happen is, a
OnePass member who will take a
Northwest flight to Tokyo and
then proceed to Beijing will earn
amile inhis one pass account,” he
stressed.

NMI...

Continued from page 1
tween May 1, 1997 and June 31,
1997 the defendant solicited food,
drinks and money from Woo Jin
An so that the latter could secure
official immigration and labor
document for fraudulent stamp-
ing of passports.

Between Dec. 12,1996 and May
2,1997, Williams said, Dela Cruz

assisted the illegal entry of Nan
Techawong, Adisorn Kaju, Kitti
Wongkhieo, Sawat Lapa, Anan
Jaimatoon, Udom Iammuak,
Thongkham Pamethako, Net
Suksing, Somdet Sorntai, Phet
Suriyanet, Niwet Tunkantha, and
Sompong Phimyoyin.

The defendant received money
as bribery for allowing the aliens’
entry into the Commonwealth,
Williams said.

RP...

Continued from page 6
Islands must file their income
taxes to the Consulate before
April 30 to avoid penalty.

Santos said income tax forms
are now available at the Consular
Office and that the Consulate is
already accepting I'TRs.

Santos said Filipino workers
still have to file income tax cor-
rectly and on time to avoid pen-
alty.

The 1997 income tax collec-
tion would be the lusttobe imple-
mented by the Philippine govern-
ment among overseas Filipino

workers, seamen and non-resi-
dent citizens,

A memorandum from the RP
Bureauof Internal Revenue [ BIR]
exempts Filipino nationals work-
ing abroad from paying income
taxes starting calendar year 1998.

The exemption will take effect

January 1, 1998, which means
OFWs, seamen and non-resident
citizens would still have to file
income tax returns every year but
are already exempt from paying.

The instruction was specified
under the Section 5 of the Rev-
enue Memorandum Circular |-
98. The tax exemption privilege
for OFWs was contained in the
Comprehensive Tax Reform
which was signed into law by
President Ramos November last
year.

OFWs, who have secured over-
seasemploymentcertificate from
the Depurtment of Labor and
Employment, have previously
beenexempted to pay travel taxes
and terminal fee by the Philip-
pine government.

Filipinos working abroad have
been dubbed the country’s “new
breed of heroes,” citing their eco-
nomic contributions by adding
up the Philippine economy’s dol-
lar reserves.

CUC...

Continued from page 1

Garapan,” Carruth said.
Garapan is one of the areas that
receive the shortest water hours

since it is farthest from the water

sources.

Residents of Garapan, which is
in the central part of the island,
have for the past many years been
complaining about the inadequate
waler they receive.

The CUC has taken cognizance
of this situation, and is now in the
process of public consultation re-
garding its proposed desalination

plant that will serve Garapan and
other areas in central Saipan in-
cluding Gualo Rai, Puerto Rico,
Sadog Tasi, China Town, Navy
Hill and Capitol Hill.

Carruth said the location of
Garapan and the west coast vil-
lages “is very bad” for well drill-
ing. “It's not a good place for
ground water.”

CUC, meanwhile, is embark-
ing on a project of placing and
replacing meters on the wells as a
first step to determine how much
water CUC pumps, Carruth said.

Carruth said the CUC would
then compare the meter readings
from the wells and those from the

customers. N

“That will help us where the
losses are occurring or where the
major leaks are occurring,”
Carruth said.

He said the CUC leak detection
team had discovered big leaks
including one in Gualo Rai
about two weeks ago.

The leak in Gualo Rai,
caused by a failing old valve
that allowed water to go into
an old part of the distribution

.system which is no longer be-

ing used, had already been
fixed, he said. '

He said the repair made “abig
impact.”

DOF ...

Continued from page 1
ees.

She mentioned, for example,
the Department and Public Safety
which had spent $6 million on
overtime when the amount ap-
propriated for such item was only
$60,000.

As a result of the running defi-
cit, Nielsen said, cash flow man-
agement has become “an ongoing
challenge” for the government.

“We always have to float at
least that much in payables to
keep from overdrawing our ac-
_counts,” she said.

As forthe Rebate Fund, Nielsen

said that in fiscal years 1995 and
1996 the government had to re-
sort to the Commonwealth’s gen-
eral fund to refund the taxpayers.

“Today, we are still in the same
situation,” Nielsen said. “We are

using current year’s collections

1o pay at least last year’s rebate.”

At present, she said; the gov-
emment has $7.5 million in the
trustaccount; $8.5 millionin back
taxes from the late millionaire
Larry Hiliblom.

“We need approximately $30
million for 1997 rebates and ap-
proximately $6 million for the
earned income credit,” Nielsen
said.

Noting that the government has

cash shortage problems and that
not all the taxpayers will receive
95 percent of their NMTIT tax,
Nielsen urged the Legislature to
amend the law that requires reser-
vation of 95 percent of NMTIT to
reduce it to only 70 percent.

Nielsen also urged government
officials to observe the
Administration’s austerity mea-
sures.

*“Although the Legislature and
the Judicial branches are separate
parts of the government, I would
invite you to join with this gover-
nor and his administration and
take a unified position when it
comes to spending the taxpayers
dollars,” Nielsen said.

Amended . ..

Continued from page 2

siles. Thedeadlinewould beextended
from Jan. 1, 2003, untl the end of
2007.

Withthose changes, which Rus-
sia had requested to spread out
the cost of the dismantling, par-
liamentary leaders now say they

expect the treaty to pass.

In resubmitting the agreement,
Yeltsin said it ‘“‘corresponds to
the interests of Russia.” He named
Primakov and Acting Defense Min-
isterIgor Sergeyev as his represen-
tatives to shepherd the treaty
through parliament.

In Washington, State Depart-
ment spokesman James P. Rubin
welcomed the move, calling it

“good news that the Russian gov-
ernment is one step closer to rati-
fying this important arms control
treaty.”

Duma Speaker Gennady
Seleznyov and Vladimir Lukin,
chairman of the Committee for
International Affairs, said they
were optimistic that ratifica-
tion would take place before
summer.

Navy...

Continued from page 2

that it inadvertently accepted a toxic
chemical that it was not authorized to
store.

Lt. Commander Jon Smith of the
Naval Facilities Engineering Com-
mand in Alexandria, Va., said the
Navylooked intothe matterandfound
itdidnothave an impactonthe project.

Wellerand Rep. Rod Blagojevich,
D-1Il,on Monday requested anemner-
gency meeting with EPA administra-
tors to stop further shipments.

“We will try everything available
to cease shipment,” Weller said in a
statement.

The Navy said routes will vary by
rail, but shipments were expected to
pass through Arizona, New Mexico,
Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri
and Nlinois.

Rep. Randy Cunningham, R-Ca-
lif., insisted the napalm posed less
danger than many fuels routinely
shipped through the nation’s com-
munities.

“Whenyousay the word ‘napalm,’
peoplearescared,”Cunningham said.

*“But you can actually throw a hand
grenade intothisnapalmand it would
not ignite.”

Napalm has a honey-like consis-

tency and is flammable, but not ex--

plosive. It is made of polystyrene,
which is normally used in making
plastic toys or lawn fumiture.

PCI will recycle the liquid with
other industrial compounds to pro-
duce an alternative fuel for about six
cement kilns. The aluminum canis-
ters originally used to store the na-
palmwill be shredded and sent to PCI
forrecycling.

Another. ..

Continued from page 3

that presented the lowest priced
responsive bids and offered clean
fuel and technology that meet
the Clear Air Act require-
ments.

But Burns said “we have
been unable to get tangible
explanation from CUC as to
why we were eliminated from

further consideration.”

Burns claimed that some
bidders who offered different
technology during the prelimi-
nary bidding had proposed “to
change the technology Saipan
Power Plants offered as means
to becoming more respon-
sive.”

“Since Saipan Power Plants
was the only initial bidder to
offer a project based on Gen-
eral Electric combustion tur-

bine technology, we are con-
fronted with the difficult situ-
ation of having to wait until
the election process is com-
plete before we can learn
enough to protest our own
elimination if appropriate,”
Burns said.

“We would be happy to of-
fer our thoughts as to how
CUC could level the playing
fields and cure any apparent
bias,” he added.

Police . ..

Continued from page 3

viability of the extremity, said the
lawyer, adding that CHC physicians
and other employees were aware of
this.

“Despite this knowledge, CHC
physiciansandotheremployees made
no attempt to repair (Camacho’s)

popliteal artery. Instead, CHC physi-
ciansand otheremployeesdecided to
send him to Guam for treatment,”’ he
pointed out.

Withthe decisiontosend Camacho
to Guam for treatment rather than
repairing the artery on Saipan,
Fitzgerald said, CHC physicians and
employees then failed to take appro-
priate action to insure that the officer
would amrive in Guam *‘within the

time in which repair could be made.”

The lawyersaid CHC, their agents
and employees, failed to use avail-
able transport to Guam and delayed
Camacho’s departure unnecessarily,
which resulted in the repair to the
artery being delayed untit 10 hours
after the accident.

Fitzgerald said therepair failed and
the “extremity became ischemic and
cyanotic and ultimately, Camacho’s

leg had to be amputated below the
knee.”

He stated that CHC, its physicians,
employees and agents acted negli-
gently and “*did not use ordinary skill
and diligence, nor apply the means
and methods ordinarily and generally
used by hospitals and doctors of ordi-
nary skill and leaming.”

Fitzgerald added that as a result of
the negligent acts Camacho*‘has suf -

fered and will continue tosuffer pain,
physical disability, loss of eaming
capacity, and loss of enjoyment of
life.”

Camacho’swife,onthe otherhand,
the lawyer said, “*has suffered loss of
consortium and continues to suffer
emotional instability, pain and men-
tal anguish as well as depreciation of
eaming capacity and loss of eam-
ings.”
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DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
il immediately to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
8| News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any tirne.

i

- Job Vacancy
~ Announcement

01 COMPUTER OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.75 per hour

Contact: BASIC CONSTRUCTION
SUPPLY CORP. Tel. 234-8779(4/
15)W71523

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT FOREMAN-
Salary:$5.50 per hour

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$4.50 per hour

01 CONSTRUCTION LABORER-Sal-
ary:$4.00 per hour

Contact: HAWAIIAN ROCK PROD-
UCTS CORPORATION Tel. 322-
0407(4/15)W26062

01 MANAGER-Salary:$1,500.00 per
month

03 WAITRESS-8alary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: CHANG HYUN CORP. dba
Club Market (Karaoke) Tel. 288-7891(4/
15)W26059

02 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-3.70 per
hour

Contact: DIAMOND HQTEL CO., LTD.
dba Saipan Diamond Hotel Tel. 234-
5900(4/22)W71643

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 (INSPECTOR) OF GARMENTS-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.00 per hour

01 CAD OPERATOR-Salary:$4.00-8.00
per hour

Contact: DOKO SAIPAN, INC. Tel. 234-
3567(4/22)W26125

04 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.25-5.00
per hour

Contact: SPECTRUM ELECTRIC, INC.
Tel. 322-4600(4/22)W26126

01 CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRE-
SENTATIVE-Salary:$3.50 per hour
Contact: NAPU INC. DBA GET COV-
ERED SURF dba Surf Turf Tel. 235-
7883(4/22)W26127

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$1,500.00
per month

Contact: SOURCES DIRECT/MARIAN
SABLAN Tel. 235-3237(4/22)W26131

03 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: WAH LI, INC. Tel. 235-1268(4/
22)W26129

13 MASSUSE-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary:53.05 per hour

03 WAITRESSES-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: 1-DEV. - INVEST INT'L., INC.
dba Ceasar Health & Fitness Service
Sauna Tel. 234-1005(4/22)W26128

01 PAINTER-Salary:$4.00-5.00 per
hour

Plus $225.00 housing allowance
Contact: SAIPAN SUNSET CRUISE,
INC. Tel. 234-8230(4/22)W71640

01 SALES PERSON-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: FENG HUA ENTERPRISES,
INC. dba Feng Hua Mart Tel. 235-
9147(4/22)W26123

02 SCUBADIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$800.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$700.00 per
month

Contact: BLUE HORIZON ENT., INC.
dba MSE Diving Tel. 233-7871(4/
22)W26132

01 FORWARDING AGENT (FREIGHT)-
Salary:$3.05-5.00 per hour

Contact: DOLPHIN PACIFIC (SAIPAN}),
INC. Tel. 234-6331(4/22)W26134

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.20 per
hour

02 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.15 per hour
Contact: M.S. VILLAGOMEZ INCOR-
PORATED dba MSV Construction Com-
pany Tel. 234-6108(4/22)W71663

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MODERN INVESTMENT, INC.
dba Saipan Ocean View Hotel (4/
15)W71513

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$800.00 per
month ’

Plus $350.00 housing allowance
Contact: HST SAIPAN INC. Tel. 234-
6052(4/15)W26058

01 DRESSMAKING-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: VIVIAN K. PANGELINAN-
CRUZ dba Holiday Shop Dressmaking
Tel. 233-6910(4/15)W26064

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN INDUSTRIAL GAS,
INC. Tel. 322-5105(4/15)W26063

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING) RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: NIIZEKI INT'L. SAIPAN CO.,
LTD. Tel. 234-5050(4/8)W71421

01 ASSISTANT SUPERVISOR,
ACCOUNTIN-Salary:$3.50-6.45 per
hour

01 CLERK, FRONT DESK-Sal-
ary:53.05-3.60 per hour

13 WAITRESS/WAITER-Salary:$3.05-
3.10 per hour

03 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05-3.10 per
hour

01 SUPERVISOR, COOK-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.49 per hour

03 COOK-Salary:$3.05-4.09 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORP. dba
Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-6495(4/
29)W71732
01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$4.75 per hour

Contact: GMI-SAIPAN, INC. dba Dewitt
Worldwide Moving (Saipan) Tel. 235-
1777(4/29)W71733

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.70 per hour
Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 234-8779(4/
29)W71760

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.70 per
hour

Contact: ROLAND J. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 234-8779(4/
29)W71760

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: ROLAND J. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 234-8779(4/
29)W71760

0t ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: ROLAND G. JASTILLANA dba
Arjay Construction Tel. 234-8779(4/
29)W71760

02 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.15 per hour
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 SUPERINTENDENT-Salary:$3.05-
3.15 per hour

Contact: MANUEL A. TENORIO dba T
& S Construction Tel. 234-8099(4/
29)W26188

01 COOK-Salary:$3.25 per hour

01 RESTAURANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,500.00 per month

Contact: THE SAMURAI CORPORA-
TION dba Hyaku-Ban Rest. Southern

Cross Trop. Rest. Tel. 234-3374(4/

29)W26189

02 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JAMES P. REYES JR. dba Jim
Boy Construction Tel. 235-7093(d/
29)W26190

01 COOK HELPER-Salary:$3.25-3.30
per hour

Contact: EASTERN HOPE CORPORA-
TION dba Keeraku & Rakuen Rest. Tel.
233-4242(4/29)W26191

02 (QUALITY CONTROL)-Salary:$3.05
per hour

02 ASST. PRODUCTION MANAGER-
Salary:$5.00-10.00 per hour

02 MARKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: EXPRESS MANUFACTUR-
ING INC. Tel. 322-6744(4/29)W26192

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: VARGAS CORPORATION Tel.
235-0297(4/29)W26193

01 REFRIGERATION &
AlRCONDITION TECHNICIAN-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.30 per hour
Contact: MIN ENTERPRISES, INC. Tel.
234-3300(4/29)W26194

01 AUTOMOTIVE MECHANIC-Sal- ,
ary:$3.05-6.50 per hour

Contact: FRANKIE RAYMOND P.
MUNA dba Frankie's Auto Shop & Tow-
ing Tel. 235-4448(4/29)W26200

01 OPERATIONS ASSISTANT MAN-
AGER (SHIPPING)-Salary:$4.00-5.00
per hour

01 EXPEDITER-Salary:$5.00-6.00 per
hour

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.00-5.00
per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SHIPPING COM-
PANY, INC. Tel. 322-9706(4/29)W26201

Auto Insurance
40, ofr

From total Premum
with no claims.

I" year 10%, 2" year 15%,
3" year 20%. If more than 1 car
Get another additional 20%

Discount

"+ ALLLINES,
12 INSURANCE
* " Agoss P.GHinC.K
Tel: 234-1232/3 Fax; 234-1231
Come! 3 casy payments available.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

+Twio Bedrooms + Located atNavy Hill
+ Fumished with Aircon -+ 24 hrs. water supply .

* Quiet Neighborhdod - -
Contact; Tel. 322-3607 after 5:00pm weekdays
or anylime on weekends, Or page at 236-1023

APARTMENT FOR RENT
STUDIO TYPE - $350

~Including Power « Water .
Singleor Couple'only . .
o~ - Koblerville) .~ >
Tel. 234-1233(Day) 288-2222 (Evening)

1
$600.00/month * Fully Furnished
* 24 hrs. water * Swimming Pool
* Restaurant * Quiet Place
Located in China Town
Contact: 233-4378 anytime

' HOUSE FOR REN

preferred.

ACCOUNTING CLERK

Successful candidate must have 4 years accounting experience, office

MICROL INSURANCE, INC.
Needs

MOTOR CLAIMS ADJUSTER

Successful candidate must have sound mechanical knowledge, office
skills and able to work within a team environment. Insurance experience

Please submit your resume at Microl Insurance office at Ground Floor,
Lim’s Office Bldg., cor. Beach Road, San Jose, Saipan.

skills and able to work within a team environment. - \

No phone calls please.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

LINENS FOR SALE

New and used sheets, towels all sizes,
tablecloths and napkins available now.
Perfect for small hotels, barracks and personal

use.

Visit MARIANAS CLEANERS
bulk purchase accepted

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT O THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

In the matter of petition

for adoption of:

Danica Marie Santos Domingo,
minor,

By: Danilo I. Domingo, and
Luzviminda Pineda Domingo,
Petitioners.

FCD AD CASE NO. 98-0114

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that on
June 18, 1998 at 9:30 am in the
courthouse of the Superior Court in
Saipan, Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, the
petitioners will petition the Court to
adopt the above-named minor.

Dated this 2nd day of April, 1998.

/s/Reynaldo O. Yana
Attorney for Petitioners

INTHE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTT OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANAISLANDS

In Re the Adoption of WAVERLY
CHENELLE S. CARLOS.

A Minor Child

FCD AD CIVILACTION NO. 98-0117

NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION
FOR PARENT-CHILD TERMINATION
OF RELATIONSHIP AND FOR
ADOPTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Charles
A. Manglona and Loma M. Manglona have
filed with the Clerk of this Court a Petition
for Termination of Parent-Child Relationship
and for Adoption of WAVERLY CHENELLE
S. CARLOS. aminor child. The hearing on
the Petition is set for 9:30ham. on Monday.
the [lth day of May. 1998, the
Commonwealth Superior Court. Songsong,
Rota, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands.

Dated this 9th duy of April. JU9K,

s Clerk ot Court

3 BEDROOM 2 BATHROOM
CONCRETE HOUSE FOR RENT
IN PAPAGO

CALL: 234-3694/256-3695

YALD ‘ II‘
APARTMENT:FOR REN

* Spacious 2-bedroom fully furnished
apartment in San Antonio, walking distance
to stores and laundry

* Reasonable rate.

Call: Te). 235-0526, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m for appointment

'APARTMENT, SHOP 4 RENT

New_in Tanapag Main Road Side

» Apartment Furnished
2 bedroom $750.00/mo.
Studio $400, $500/mo.

+ Shop 639 Sqf, 1130Sqf
$1000/mo. $1500/mo.

Please call 322-2312, 6363;
235-0235, 0508

FOR SALF

Work Stopped Apartment Bldg, in San Anlonio near Beach

+ Arca 1004 Sqm
Downpayment made $60,000
» Apartment Bldg. Structure 490 Sqm
Estimated Value $120,000
PRICED TO SALE $80,000

Please Call 322-6363, 2312; 235-0508

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

IN THE MATER OF THE ADOPTION
QF: MARIO EDWARD DELEON
GUERREROQ BORJA,

An Infant,

by: VELMA JEAN DELEON
GUERRERO,

Petitioner.
FCD AD Civil Action No. 98-0050

NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: April 23,1998
Time: 10:30 AM
Courtroom:
Judge: Hon. Virginia S. Onerheim

Please Take notice that a hearing on the
Petition for Adoption of MARIO
EDWARD DELEON GUERRERO
BORJA is sct on April 23, 1998, at 9:00
aum., in Courtroom ___ of the above-
entitled Court located in Susupe, CNMI, or
as soon thereafter as the matter may be
heard.

Dated Aprit 9, 1998

JOVITA C. FLORES
Clerk of Court

Is/ DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT

GARAPAN APARTMENT

- Two Room  $600-700/mo.

« Studio $350-400/mo.

Please call: 233-1029 Lee
235-9300 Linda

322-6363 Kim

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION
OF TRINA VICTORIA SANTOS

SABLAN, A Minor Child
FCD-AD CIVIL ACTION NO. 98-0115

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a verified
petition was filed in the above-cntitled
court for the Petition for Adoption of the
minor child by Trinidad Tudela Santos,
Petitioner.  The original petition is
available for review at the Office of the
Clerk of Court at Susupe, Saipan,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands and The Law Oftfice of Perry B.
Inos, Suite 2-C, Sublan Bldy., Chalan
Kanoa, Saipan, Commonwealth ol the
Northern Mariana Islands.

Ahearing on the above-entitled matter
will be held on June 18, 1998, at9:00 a.m.
in the Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan,
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands.

Dated this 7th day of April, 19%98.

JOVITA C. FLORES
Clerk of Courtby:
/s/ DEPUTY CLERK
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider
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STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

WEDNESDAY
BORN today, you we not always
whal you seem to be. Just when oth-
ers may count you out and no longer
consider you a major fuctor, you are
likely 10 come through with the kind
of performunce that changes things
forever: such is your ability to do
what iy required. no matter what the
odds. You seem to march to the beat
ol aditferent drummer, but nuike no
mistake — thatdrummeris you! You
insist on being true o your instinets
through thick and thin. and you never
insist that anyone else follow you.
thoughyoumightsuggestitissuongly
advisable!

You know how to make animpuct
both in the spotlight and in the
shadows: working in the back-
around often gives vou the great-
ot opportunity to do what needs
1o be done. You are so far from

being egocentric that vou have
been known o let others take the
credit for what you've done.

To see what 1s in store for you
tomorrow. find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthddy star be your
daily guide.

7 HEY, MOM ! THERE'S
SOMEBODY HERE

ABOUT THE AD YOU
PUT IN THE PAPER!

THURSDAY, APR. 15

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
—One particulardevelopment today
may prove more interesting than any
other—and it isneither good nor bad

until you study it more closely.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) —
You:we wellon yourway totinishing
something that others have never
done. Today. take the time to ensure
that everything is being done right.

ARIES (March 21-April 19) —
You may have trouble with gadgets
and technical devices today. When
you can, do things without any kind
of electronic assistance.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) —
Ado-it-yourselfprojectsuddenly may
become much more complicated to-
day than vou had anticipated. Stll.
vou can finish iton schedule.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) —
You will want 10 take o few extra

precautionstoday. Youmay notknow
what the dangers really are, but you
do want to be prepared.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) —
Youmust guard against being leftout
today. Put yourself where the action
is,and stay there! Be sure you have all
the up-to-date information.

rvou KNOow ¥
THAT OLD

FISH TANK
YOU WANT

TO SELL?

7 e WANTS
TO KNOW IF
WE'D BE WILLING

LEO(July23-Aug.22)—TItisnot
enough just to make contact with
someone far fromhome; you must be
willing to put a little extra effort into
the message you send.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
Your idea of how things ought to be
done is likely to prove quite different
from the way a close friend sees
things. Suike 4 compromise.

LIBRA (Sept.23-Oct.22)—You
can have what you want today, but
you must be sure that you really want
it before going tothe effort to acquire
it. You can’t give it back!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.21) —
An unusual message may contain a
hidden meaning or two; you'll want
to spend time looking at it from as
many different angles as possible.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21) — Why do you think you’re on
the spot today? The fact is, you may
be the only person whois treating you
in such a way; ease up on yourself.

CAPRICORN (Dec.22-Jan. 19)
— Someone in a supervisory posi-
tion may not take to you right away.
You are going to have to trust that

your work will win him or her over.
Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, inc.

TO RENT/

4 \

by Dick Rogers

KidSpot.
NHCIS 2

CAN YOU FIGURE OQUT WHERE EACH
CHILD LIVES £

EACH COMES FROM A DIFFERENT COUNTRY.

ONE LIVES IN CANADA, ONE LIVES IN MEXICO,

AND ONE IN RUSSIA. NO CHILD LIVES IN A

COUNTRY THAT BEGINS WITH THE SAME

LETTER AS HIS OR HER NAME,

( CLUE: CHUCK DOESN'T LIVE IN RUSSIA.
THAT MEANS HE LIVES WHERE 2 )

CANADA

MEXICO

RUSSIA

R
R’%CK
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Warren’s signing could
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‘hurt’ 2 other Cowboys

By DENNE H. FREEMAN
IRVING, Texas (AP)-—Free agent
running back Chris Warren agreed to
terms to a three-year, $ 2 million
contract with the Dallas Cowboys on
Monday, jeopardizing the jobs of
Sherman Williams and Herschel
Walker.

It could also mean a reduced
workload for Emmitt Smith in coach
Chan Gailey’s offense because of
Warren’s ability to catch the ball,
making him a valuable third down
receiver.

Warren caught 45 passes for 257
yards last year for Seattle.

“We think Chris has a lot more left
in his career and he will compliment
Emmitt,” owner Jerry Jones said.

“He has been in the league nine
years like Emmitt, but he has 1,000
fewer carries and we feel fortunate to

- have a back of that caliber.

“We want to be smart about the
number of carries Emmitt has over
the next several years. We'll have
Emmitt doing what he does best for
the next couple years and he will be

our starter.”

Smith rushed for more than 1,000
yardslast year forthe seventh straight
season but averaged only 4.2 yards
per carry and scored just three touch-
downs.

Jones said no decision had been
made on the status of Williams and
Walker for the 1998 season.

Warren was a fourth-round draft
choice who became one of the
NFL’s best backs before Seattle
released him last month in an
economy move.

NBA...

Continued from page 24

They will remain in eight place, a
half-game behind the New Jersey
Nets, at least until Stem issues a rul-
ing.

None was forthcoming Monday,
and the commissioner could take as
long as five days to decide.

“I think if they’re interested in do-
ingthe rightthing, we 'l have another
win,” coach Jeff Van Gundy said.
“We have a legitimate protest.

“What the league office always
says is, ‘It’s about getting it right.’
Andifit truly is about getting it right,
we’ll win the protest and get another
win.

““The hardest thing for any official
to do is admit they’re wrong, but
that's what should happen in this
case,” Van Gundy said.

Return . ..

Continued from page 24

say they have made no decisions on
his return and have not been lobbied
by anyone on Tyson’s behalf.

“If it weren’t for phone calls from
the press, you wouldn’t even know
this thing was happening,” said Dr.
James Nave, an influential commis-
sion member.

“Not one boxing person or one
hotel has talked to me about this and
July is not far away.”

Tyson has been training in a Las
Vegas gym in recent weeks as his
new group of advisers tries to chat
his boxing future.

Tyson, who split from King in
February, claims to still have plenty
of money but reportedly owes mil-
lions in taxes and has encountered
cash flow problems.

Tysonmade$ 140millioninpurses
in six fights since his release from
prison in 1995, but half that money
went to his co-managers and King,
according to contracts contained in
court records.

Tyson has gone to court to try and
void his contracts with King and co-
managers John Home and Rory
Holloway, but the legal proceedings
are intheir formative stages and there
has been no ruling on whether he
break the contracts and fight for his
new advisers.

Wald, a Hollywood agent whc
helped promote George Foreman’s
recent bouts, said there have been no
decisions on possible future oppo-
nents, either.

Tysonisexpectedtofightamedio-
cre opponent, then try for a third fight
with Holyfield.

“Maybe the first opponent will be
Don King,” Wauld said.

apnli5iss

Ifthe outcome is changed, it would
be the first time in more than |5 years
a protest was upheld.

In 1932-83, the final three seconds
of a Lakers-Spurs game were re-
played after San- Antonio success-
fully argued that an incorrect call had
been made on a double-lane viola-
tionwhenLakers guardNorm Nixon
faked a free throw and caused
players from both teams to enter
the lane.

Referee Jack Madden called for
a jump ball, the Lakers made a
last-second shot and the game went

into double-overtime with Los An-
geles eventually winning 137-132.

San Antonio protested that since
the ball never left Nixon’s hands, the
playersshouldhavebeen repositioned
to await the foul shot.

Commissioner Larry O’Brien
agreed, and the final three seconds
were replayed 4 1/2 months later,
with the Spurs winning 117-114
in regulation.

This latest disputed finish in
Miami began as New York
inbounded at midcourt with 4.4
seconds left Sunday.

Masters’ audience big
but not Tiger-sized

PITTSBURGH (AP) — The Florida Marlins’ O-for-April streak contin-
ued Sunday whenJermaine Allensworth singled in three of Pittsburgh’s first
four runs and Jason Schmidt pitched seven effective innings to lead the
Pirates to a 7-3 victory. :

Florida’s franchise-record losing streak reached 11 inarow —allin April
— as the Marlins remained winless in a four-game series that concludes -
Monday. :

The Marlins haven’t won since opening day March 31.

Jason Kendall singled twice to set up Allensworth run-scoring singles,
then hit a two-run homer in the sixth to chase Rafael Medina (0-1).

Schmidt (2-1) withstood Cliff Floyd's tape-measure two-run homer and
rookie Derrek Lee’s solo shot to win,

Braves 3, Phillies 2 ’

In Philadelphia, Tom Glavine allowed six hits in eight innings and Ryan
Kleskohomered as Atlantaended Philadelphia’s five-game winning streak.
Glavine (2-0) struck out four and walked one in improving his lifetime
record against Philadelphia to 15-6, including 9-3 at Veterans Stadium,
Mark Wohlers gave up an RBI single to pinch-hitter Mike Lieberthal in the
ninth before picking up his third save. ‘

Garrett Stephenson (0-1) allowed two runs and six hits in six innings for
the Phillies.

Mets 6, Brewers 4 . . -

InMilwaukee, John Olerud hitatwo-runhomerin the seventhinning and
reliever Turk Wendell picked up his third win for New York.

Olerud’s shot saved Wendell (3-0) who blew a 4-1 lead after replacing
starter Brian Bohanon to start the sixth. '

With two outs in the seventh, Milwaukee starter Paul Wagner (0-1) gave
up a double to Edgardo Alfonzo.

Brewers manager Phil Garner brought left-hander Mike Myers in to face
Olerud, who hit his second home run. )

Butch Huskey also homered for New York and Mel Rojas pitched two
innings for his first save.
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Return of
Mike Tyson
‘possible in
N ovember

By TiM DAHLBERG
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Mike Tyson
could return to the ring in November
if Nevada boxing officials give him
back the license they revoked for
biting Evander Holyfield's ears, an

adviser to Tyson said Monday.

" Jeff Wald, who has been advising
the former heavyweight champion
since his split with promoter Don
King, said a November date would
probably be the earliest Tyson could
fight again because of time needed to
train and put together a fight.

Tyson can apply for reinstaternent
July 9, the first anniversary of his
license being revoked by the Nevada
State Athletic Commission for biting
Holyfield in the third round of their
June 28 heavyweight title fight.

Wald, though, said nodecision has
been made on whether Tyson will

. reapply for his license immediately.

Earlier, he said it might be late
August or early September before
Tyson asks for his license back.

“There sbeennodecisions,” Wald
said Monday. “We're concentrating
on getting his life in ordernow. After
that we’ll decide on his boxing life.”

Nevada boxing officials say they
have heard nothing from Tysonorhis
new advisers on a possible bid forhis

CHICAGO (AP) — Reggice
Miller and Jalen Rose scored 22
points each, and the Indiana Pac-
ers forced Michael Jordan into 7-
of-19 shooting, and beat the Chi-
cago Bulls 114-105 Monday
night.

The loss, justthe fourthathome
in 40 games for Chicago this sea-
son, hurts the Bulls’ chances of
having the league’s best overall
record and homecourt advantage
throughout the playoffs.

Chicago is 60-19 overall to 59-

19 for Utah.

The Pacers (56-23), meanwhile,
moved one game ahead of Miami
inthe race forthe No. 2 seed in the
Eastern Conference.

The Bulls already have clinched
the top spot in the East.

Scottie Pippen scored 28 points
angd Jordan, who got a technical
for throwing the ball at Indiana’s
Mark Jackson, had 27 — includ-
ing 12-of-14 at the line.

Lakers 99, Spurs 75
In San Antonio, Shaquille O"Neal
had 28 pointsand 16reboundstolead
Los Angeles to a fight-marred vic-
tory over the cold-shooting Spurs.

With the Lakers leading handily in .

thefourthquarter, the game washalted
twice in less than 45 seconds for
fighting. Ejected were Will Perdue
and Monty Williams for San Anto-
nio, and Derek Fisher and Nick Van
Exel for Los Angeles.

The first fight came with 4:46 re-
maining and resulted in the ejections
of Perdue and Fisher, who tangled
and exchanged pushes after Kobe
Bryant’s dunk shot. Van Exel and
Williams were ejected for fighting
44 seconds late after a missed 3-
point shot by Van Exel.

San Antonio, which played
without injured David Robinson,
was led by Tim Duncan with 26
pointsand 16 rebounds. The Spurs
shot a season-low 31.0 percent
from the field (26-for-84).

NBA Commissioner

mulls chks protest-

By Chris Sheridan
NEW., YORK (AP) —

- The- outcome of ! day s chks Heat game»

. remained in dispute: Monday asNBA commissioner Davxd Stern consid-

ered a protest filed by New, York thatcould chan, 'e_the ﬁnal score—= ~and

Chicago Bulls’ ichael oran drives between Indiana Pacers’ ick
Smits, left, and Reggie Miller in the first period Monday in Chicago. The

Bulls lost. ap

boxing license. the playoffrace. .. . . '
If Tysonisrejected by the commis- +.The Knicks fOImally protested their 82‘ oss by sen mg av1deotape B g
sion, he would have 10 wait another a ]euer and & $10 00C fee 3 Ooth c ar e er h Om er %

full year before reapplying.

“We haven'’t heard anything from
Tyson or his advisers,” commission
executive director Marc Ratner said.

With less than three months left
before Tyson has a chance to get his
license back, commission members

Continued on page 23

“The leamnarrowed ts sargumentto claxm thatatechnical malfuncnon—~ :

i the early dlurmnatlon ofa ledhgmﬁbehmd the basket with one-tenth of a.

second basket. R PR :
Had the-shot oounted ‘as neplays showed 1t should have the chks
would have had an 83-82 v1ctoxy that kept them in sevemh p]aoe inthe’

Eastem Confexence B

Continued on page 23

¥ CLEVELAND (AP) — Ken
# Griffey Jr. hit his 300th career

1 home run Monday night, becom-

Bl ing the second youngest player in
g3 U.S. baseball history to reach the
| milestone.

Griffey’s 300th homer, a two-

% run shot to right off Jose Mesa in
3 theseventh, was his second homer
of the game and sixth this season.

| Griffey, who hit 56 homers last
B season, paused to watch the his-

-~

T

toric shot estimated at 391 feet.
Griffey, who has hit at least 40
homersfourtimes,is28 years, 143

Marmers ﬁre

SEATTLE (AP) — The Seattle
Mariners, who have not had a save
from their bullpen this season, fired
pitching coach Nardi Contreras on
Monday.

He was replaced by Stan Will-
iams, the team’s advance scout.
Williams is a formerpitching coach
with the Cincinnati Reds and New
York Yankees.

The American League West
champions last year, the Mariners
are 3-8 this season, matching their
worst start ever.

days old. Jimmie Foxx was 27 H
years, 328 days old when he hit f
his 300th. Foxx hit 534 homers &
during his Hall of Fame career.  §
It was Griffey’s 31st career
multi-homer game and 28th 4
with two homers. His 300th §
cameona 1-1 pitchfromMesa ¢
after Alex Rodriguezdoubled. §
Griffey was the fourth- g
youngest player to reach the
250-homer mark when he did §;
it last season, trailing only
Foxx, Eddie Mathews and Mel
Ott. ¥

pitching coach

Boston Red Sox in a three-game
series that ended Sunday.

In two of those games, the Mari-
ners were leading going into the
ninthinning, but theirrelieversfailed
to hold on.

“Ifeltit wastime totry adifferent
approach,” manager Lou Piniella
said of the reason for the switch in
coaches.

“Our pitchers have the ability to
be successful at this level, but we
weren’t getting the results we

T/ger Woods, left, talks to Darius Rucker of Hootie and the Blowf/sh wh/le wa/t/ng to tee off Monday at the
University Club Golf Course in Blythewood, S5.C. Tiger was in town for Hootie’s Monday-after-the-Masters
Celebrlty Pro-Am Go/f Tounrament The annual tournament began in 1995 AP

needed. I've worked with Stan be-

The Mariners were sweptby the  fore and had good success.”
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