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Gov’t, PSS face ADA suit

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
ADISABLED boy yesterday filed
a lawsuit against the CNMI gov-
emment and the Board of Educa-
tion for alleged violations of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

The boy. 15. also named as de-
fendants in the lawsuit Public
School System commissioner Rita
S.Inosand Special Education Pro-
erams coordinator Frank Perez.

The boy sued the defendants
for alleged violations of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Educa-
tion Act (IDEA) and the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act(ADA),
and intentional infliction of emo-
tional distress.

PSS legal counsel Tim Connor

was unavallable when the Vari-
ety contacted him yesterday af-
ternoon for comment.

William C. Campbell, II, coun-
sel for the boy, asked the US Dis-
trict Court to enjoin the defen-
dants from refusing to deliver a
motorized wheelchair, a laptop
computer, and other sufficient
make-whole reliefto plaintiff and
to all present and former student
children with disabilities.

Campbell also sought an order
enjoining the defendants from al-
legedly engaging in discrimina-
tory and deficient special educa-
tional practices.

According to the complaint, the
boy has advanced muscular dys-

his legs and very little use of his
arms.

Campbell said that for over a
year now, the youngster’s par-
ents, have vainly attempted to get
the Marianas High School to pro-
vide a motorized wheelchair
which is mandated, and paid for,
under federal medicare funds.

Campbell said the defendants
have breached their statutory duty
toprovide acomprehensive evalu-
ation and appropriate individual-
ized special education andrelated
services in the least restrictive
environment for the boy.

“Defendants have breached
their statutory duty to plaintiff in
that they have failed to provide
plaintiff with a motorized wheel-
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trophy with absolutely no use of

The MHS Art class dlsp/ays bonzai plants which they displayed /nSIde their booth during the Flame Tree Arts

Festival over the weekend.
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chair or a functlonal portable
laptop computer, as prescribed in
his Individual Education Plan
(IEP),” the lawyer pointed out.

Campbell requested the court
to enter a declaratory judgment
that defendants’ architectural and
construction practices, policies,
and procedures prevent plaintiff
from fully participating in state-
provided educational programs,
opportunities, benefits and pos-
sible employment due to his mo-
bility disability services on the
basis of the ADA.

Campbell also asked the court
to order a full financial account-
ing of all funds, federal and local,
which the PSS has expended inits
Special Education Program over
the last five years.

“The child is a genius, like
Stephen Hawkins (Nobel prize
winner for physics who also has
no use of his arms and legs). All
that the family gets is the usual
CNMI government run-around,”
Campbell said.

Moreover, he said, Special Edu-
cation Department circulated a
letter saying that for other stu-
dents and teachers to have to push
the boy around MHS campus in
his wheelchair was a“hassle” and
that the disabled child was a “‘bur-
den.”

“Thisis absolutely disgusting..I
would not be the least bit sur-
prisedifthis government adopted
apolicy of drowning children with
disabilities so they do not have to
deal with them,” he said.

SGMA assembles team
of firms to monitor sector

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
ATLEAST ten firms based in the
US mainland and on Saipan have
expressed interests to be part of a
team that will conduct an exter-
nal monitoring of the Saipan Gar-
ment Manufacturers’
Association’s (SGMA)members.

Any of the companies selected
will serve as a compliance moni-
tor and will advise the factory
member, the SGMA, and in some
instances, the buyers, onthe firm’s
adherence with the SGMA Code
of Conduct.

According to SGMA Execu-
tive Director Richard Pierce, they
have received ten receipt of pro-
posals during the period they set
toaccept offers forexternal moni-
toring jobs.

The SGMA s final recommen-
dation to the members on the pro-
posal accepted will be made in
August, when factory workersend
theirtraining for the Code of Con-
duct, according to Pierce.

He said the Business for Social
Responsibility (BSR) will still
continue to perform its job as the
Code implementation instructor
and will be consulted inthé evalu-
ation of offers that were submit-

ted.

Workers have been receiving
training under the SGMA Code
of Conduct from BSR, the US
Dept. of Labor’s Wage and Hour
and OSHA Divisions that began
last January.

“SGMA factories already are
audited on aregular basis by their
buyers and retailers, but we are
taking it a step further by asking
our candidates to carry our Code
of Conduct along side them when
they monitor our member compa-
nies,” Pierce said.

According to him, factory
members are also being moni-
tored by their buyers and some
are better than others.

“There’s hardly a buyer or re-
tailer in Saipan that does not al-
ready have arigorous compliance
program, and with the
Association’s Code of Conduct,
we expect tobe what BSR and the
US Dept. of Labor stated we had
chance tobe withthe SGMA Code
of Conduct in place. A compli-
ance mode] within our business,”
Pierce said.

With the monitoring system in
place, Pierce said the Code of
Conduct will become fully imple-
mented and operational.
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Lamorena refuses to
recuse from Hillblom

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
GUAM Judge Alberto C.
Lamorena III has refused to dis-
qualify himself from sitting in
Larry Hillblom probate pro-
ceedings before the CNM]J Su-
preme Court.

“If the undersigned were to
recuse himself in this matter, a
new justice would have to fa-
miliarize him or herself with
the complex issues involved,
resulting in a delay in deciding
a petition for writ of manda-
mus,” said Lamorena in the or-
der issued Friday.

Lamorena pointed out that he
will not be the author of the
proposed opinion and any inter-
est he may have in the outcome
of such writ is “not direct, per-
sonal, substantial or pecuniary.”

Hillblom estate executor Bank
of Saipan sought the removal of
Lamorena from presiding over
the Hillblom hearings as asso-
ciate justice pro tem for alleged
conflicts of interest.

Jack W. Londen, counsel for
the executor, said Lamorena has
presided over matters in the
Guam Superior Court involv-
ing the guardianship of quali-
fied heir claimant Junior Larry
Hillbroom which are related to
the issues under review in the
writ proceedings.

Londen added that the parties
involved have requested the Su-
preme Court to review the pro-
priety and scope of the CNMI
trial court’s reference to Spe-
cial Master Rexford Kosack.

“Thus. the Supreme Court will
necessarily review issues per-
taining to the Superior Court’s
concurrent jurisdiction over
Hillbroom (Hiliblom’s son) as
well as issues regarding
Hillbroom's attorney compen-
sation agreements.” londen
said.

Lamorena in denying the
executor’s motion said the
latter’s claim is that his partici-
pation in the Guam guardian-
ship proceedings precludes his
participation in hearings before

THE ARTICLE entitled,
~Sablan supports plan putting
police under mayors’ control”
(page6, April 26th issue, Mon-
day), erroneously identified
Saipan Mayor Jose C. Sablan as
Jesus C. Sablan and incorrectly
printed the photo of Lt. Gov.
Jesus R. Sablan. We apologize
for the error.—Ed

Diabetics,
to prevent foot
amputation,
join the
foot clinic.

the CNMI Supreme Court.

“However, the petitions are
not appeals of the undersigned’s
decisions. The executor’s peti-
tion for disqualification is with-
out basis in fact and law,”
Lamorena stressed.

The petition for writ of man-
damus, he explained, involves
serious questions and misunder-
standings concerning the pro-
priety of the orders issued by
the lower court.

He said the petition’s request
for review of the lower court’s
decision relating to SM Kosack
and jurisdiction further do not
relate to any decisions from
Guam courts.

“The jurisdictional implica-
tions raised by the petition in-
volve the application of CNMI
law to the CNMI courts, they do
not implicate decisions in the
Guam courts,” Lamorena said.

*“The Guam Superior Court’s
jurisdiction is not at issue in the

petition. The challenges to
Guam Superior Court’s juris-
diction are issues left to the
Guam courts,” he added.

Lamorena said the allegations
made by the executor that he is
partial is general, conclusive and
not specifically supported.

“Nothing the Supreme Court
is being asked to do implicates
the prior decisions of the Guam
Court in connection with any of
the matters previously decided
in Guam,” he stated.

The Guam judge said the test
is not whether he is actually
partial, but whether “a reason-
able person with knowledge of
all facts would conclude that
the judge’s impartiality might
reasonably be questioned.”

“If a reasonable person were
to know all of the above facts,
he or she would have no basis
for questioning the
undersigned’s partiality,” he
said.

DFW: Projects need to be
compatible with US regs

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE COMMONWEALTH
government needs to come up
with development projects that
are compatible with federal en-
vironmental regulations to avoid
delays in local development
projects.

“Unfortunately, the Common-
wealth, in political union with
US, hastoobserve... certainlaws
and regulations that applies to
all US (possessions and territo-
ries),” said CNMI Fish and Wild-
life Director Richard Seman.

Seman cited the federal Clean
Airand the Endangered Species
Acts as among these policies.

“When these are applied, they
take away our opportunity to
move forward with our devel-
opment in terms of how we see
it fit. It basically applies to their
(federal government’s) stan-
dards,” Seman said, adding that
both local and federal govern-
ments “have to apply whatever

the laws stipulate.”

Seman lamented that the fed-
eral government’s efforts to pro-
tect the wildlife *“slows down”
efforts towards economic de-
velopment.

“The laws does not really pre-
vent us from moving forward. It
is just that it impose a certain
condition that we must take into
consideration, incorporate into
the plan,” said Seman.

“Tt slows down the process, it
is a long process to have a full

compliance (of the laws’ re-
quirements),” Seman added.

Nevertheless Seman said the
CNMI may need to “come up
withadevelopmentprogramthat
is compatible with the intent
and purpose of wildlife conser-
vation.”

“But that’s another issue that
needs to be fully reviewed and
discussed,” he said.

Several government officials
have been raising concerns on

Continued on page 22

Yes you can.
Gualo Rai Branch, Gualo Rai Commercial Center, Middle Road, 235-3091

Bank

SAIPAN'S MOST IN\PRESSIVE BUSINESS CARD

JUST DONT PASS IT OUT AT PARTIES

Sure, the First Hawaiian Bank MasterCard™ could get you more clients and
maybe a few dates, but there are even more benefits to carrying one. It can
help you manage your business costs better by keeping track of employee's
travel, entertainment, and other expenses. Payments can automatically be
transferred from your business checking account. Processing is done
quickly. And service is prompt, because the people helping g
you live right here. To find out more, visit our branch or call us
at 235-3091. We think you'll be impressed.

First
‘Hawaiian




8-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-TUESDAY- APRIL 27, 1999

Guam pursues tax collectibles

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — The Guam Leg-
islature has initiated a move to
stepup collection of bills and end
the practice of writing off
GovGuam tax receivables.

Bill No. 34, introduced by Sen.
Anthony C. Blaz, seeks to create
a special task force within the
Department of Revenue and Taxa-
tion that will concentrate solely
on the collection of all past re-
ceivables due the government of
Guam.

Blaz. who is also the chairman
of the legislative committee on
ways and means, stressed that it is
vital that all revenues owed to
GovGuam be collected so that

delivery of badly-needed services
to the people is not jeopardized in
these times of economic hard-
ship.

According to Blaz, the total
amount of tax receivables for fis-
calyear 1996 and fiscal year 1997
written off against GovGuam'’s
reserve for uncollectable tax as-
sessments amounted toatwo-year
total of $131.45 million.

As of Sept. 30, 1998, Blaz be-
lieves the total amount of tax as-
sessment receivables may have
grown to an “unprecedented”
amount of more than $150 mil-
lion.

If only 25 percent of the amount
written off for fiscal years 1996

and 1997 are collected, Blaz is
convinced GovGuam can gain
close to $33 million which canbe
used to fund many vital infra-
structure projects which would
be difficult or impossible to ac-
complish given the current finan-

- cial condition of the government

of Guam.

According to the senator, there
are large amounts of otherreceiv-
ables for goods and services de-
livered and now due the govern-
ment of Guam like the $35 mil-
lion past due receivables for wa-
ter and sewer services due the
Guam Waterworks Authority
(GWA) and more than $50 mil-
lion due to Guam Memorial Hos-

G & J'S Poker Place located right next
door to Marg’s Kitchen is giving away an
extra $500.00 on Royal Flush

Winners from Friday thru Sunday.

From Monday thru Thursday an extra
$1000 royal Fllush Winners.

Come try your luck!

For more information call 234-winmn.
This offer is for § bets only. Offers expires May 1§, 1999,

pital (GMH).

To facilitate the collection of
these revenues, Blaz is proposing
the creation of the collection task
force within the Department of
Revenue and Taxation which will
earmark all collected revenues to
be exclusively appropriated by
the Legislature for capital im-
provement projects.

The collection of receivables
due to GWA and GMH, for in-
stance, shall be appropriated by
the Legislature and expended ex-

clusively by each respective
agency for capital improvements
within that agency.

The consolidation of the col-
lection of receivables under one
entity centralized within the De-
partment of Revenue and Tax is
seen to ensure maximum effec-
tiveness and avoid duplication
of efforts.

Bill No. 34 sets aside
$600,000 for expenditures cov-
ering the creation of the special
task force.

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
COMPUTERS have become a
must in the office, but health
problems associated with them
need not be experienced by
most technology buff.

Dr. David Khorram, a certi-
fied ophthalmologist practic-
ing in the CNMI, yesterday
said “computer vision syn-
drome™ has become one of the
fastest-growing occupational
health problems, affecting
about 75 percent of people who
work extensively on comput-
ers.

“Much of the problem is
caused by the glare or reflec-
tion from the computer screen.
The position of the computer
screen can also affect the
symptoms, as can the distance
of the screen from our eyes.”
said Khorram, who also owns
the Marianas Eye Institute.

Khorram advises computer
users to position the screen at
about five to six inches below
eye level.

“The eyes are naturally re-
laxed when they are looking
slightly down.” said the eye
doctor.

Anotherrecommendation ig
to ensure that the windows are
at right angles to the screen

Eye doctor warns against
‘computer vision syndrome’

than behind or in front to help
cut down on the glare and re-
flections from the screen.

Khorram added that reflec-
tions on the screen from over-
head lights or lamps will also
help CVS.

Although the most comfort-
able distance varies depend-
ing on the computer user, it is
generally recommended thata
person be about 16 to 30
inches from the screen,
Khorram said.

For a computer user who is
typing from a document or
“hard copy,” Khorram sug-
gested the use of an adjustable
document holder that places
the hard copy at the same
height and plane as the com-
puter screen.

Vision breaks should also
be observed.

“Let the eyes rest for five to
10 minutes forevery two hours
of continuous computer use.
Get up and move around. Let
youreyes focuson objects that
are at least 20 feet away,” said
Khorram.

Regular eye examination by
both is also highly recom-
mended.

Symptoms of CVS include
eye strain, head ache, blurred

Continued on page 22
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‘New Guam

senlors cent '

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — The Guam
Housing and Urban Renewal
Authority announced the
completion of Yigo’s Senior
Citizens Center.,

The center cost $350,000 to
build from funds obtained
through grants from the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD).

Two more senior centers are
slated for rehabilitation and ex-
pansion in 1999, which are
Tamuning and Dededo.

Accordingto GHURA Execu-
tive Director, Taling M. Taitano.
“Together, these projects show
the Governor's and GHURA's
strong commitment to our
island’s Manamko.™
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CPA may not meet
ond requlrements

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
COMMONWEALTH Ports Au-
thority may not be able to meet its
seaport bond indenture require-
ments despite a slight increase in
revenues for the next fiscal year
and a 12 percent reduction on
expenses.

CPA executive director Carlos
H. Salasadmitted that currentrev-
enue projections for FY 2000 may
appear too rosy and unrealistic
but also noted the possibility of
the ports authority being able to
realize its projected earnings.

Rate base revenues for the sea-
port will drop by 15 percent based
on historical data and the down-
turn of the economy. This is ex-
pected to be paralleled by the as-
sumption on the domestic flights
trom the aviation division.

According to a seaport operat-
ing budget draft, CPA is hoping
to generate some $1.036 million

Carlos H. Salas

in revenues for FY 2000. The
proposed budget includes the new
rate schedule and projected sav-
ings from the agency’s austerity
measures.

CPA has frozen salary in-
creases, stopped overtime, re-
duced manpower hours by eight
hours every pay period and slashed

measure was implemented begin-
ning April 1, 1999,

The ports authority expects that
salaries and benefits will be
trimmed by more than 10 percent
and 17 percent respectively dur-
ing the FY 2000. With the excep-
tion of personnel costs, commu-
nication and utilities, operating
expenses will plunge by 15 per-
cent.

The ports authority, according
to Salas, is expecting a five per-
cent annual interest rate on any
cash from operating activities.

However, CPA is still unlikely
to meet its 1:25:1 debt coverage
ratio requirement. This is the ra-
tio of operating income to the
summation of interest expense and
revenue bond principal payment.

CPA is assuming to debt ser-
vice the bond of $2.547 million
which includes $425,000 princi-
pal payment and $2.122 interest

health benefits by 50percent. This

Teno does not see end
of kmdergarten program

Pedro P. Tenorio

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR PedroP. Tenorio
yesterday disclosed intentions
to help maintain the
government’s Kindergarten
Program amid depleting public
coffers, as he instructed Educa-
tion Commissioner Rita H. Inos
to explore alternative sources
of fund.

Tenorio said Inos has been
asked tolook at all the possibili-
tiesin order to continue with the
government’s pre-school pro-

Flame Tree Arts Festival.

condition after.
vehicle crash.

By Rene P. Acosta

Variety News Staff
A CAR overturned before crash-
ing into a van parked at an auto
shop in As Perdido, Sunday, po-
lice said.

The victim, whose identity was
withheld, is still in critical condi-
tion atthe Commonwealth Health
Center (CHC) unspecified inju-
ries, DPS Information Officer
Rose Ada said.

Citing a preliminary police re-
port, Ada said the black car was
traversing the road in As Perdido
when it ran off and overturned
before slamming into a 1996
Dodge Ram 2500 which was
parked nearby at a repair shop.

Ada said traffic probers are still
investigating the accident and are
trying to determine its cause. The
incident was reported at aroud
1:09 in the moming.

The report did not say whether
the van sustained a big damage.

People 7gather at the American Memorial Park last weekend to enjoy the sights and sounds of the annual

Photo by Louie C. Alonso
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gram since House education
committee chair Rep. Heinz
Hofschneider has expressed
apprehensions on the possibil-
ity of expanding the federally
funded Headstart to accommo-
date kindergarten students.
*“The educationcommissioner
is reviewing all the possibili-
ties. We have so many request
from various agencies. Unfor-
tunately, our resources continue

to drop,” he added

The CNMI chief executive
said however that his adminis-
tration would re-appropriate
funding to the program should
government revenues improve
but added that it would still be
too early to project if there will
be additional available funds.

“We can’t predict at this time.
Until we know how much money
we have, then we could re-ap-
propriate for the education and
for other government pro-
grams,” he told reporters.

Thisapparently clings the con-

tinuity of the Kindergarten Pro-
gram to the availability of gov-
ernment funds although the gov-
ernor said the final decision will
have to come from the Commis-
sion of Education.

“The final condition will be
made by the commission. We’d
like to see the continued provi-
sion of the best education that
we possibiy can,” he added.

But he dropped strong hints
that the government may priori-
tize its Constitutional obliga-
tions which requires it to pro-
vide free education to children
aged six to 16.

“Constitutionally, I think we

are required to provide educa-
tion to kids from aged six to 16.
It requires us to do that and we
have to meet that obligation.
Forother programs, we stillhave
to see how our financial condi-
tion.” he pointed out.
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School teachers and students show the certificates their schools won during DEQ’s Environmental
Awareness Week celebration. Contributed Photo

AL, Ge 7.

Nice hosts. The Onward Agana Beach hotel played hosts to the advance crew of the world renowned Makali'i

canoe of Hawaii recently during a visit to Guam. Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
stary you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered contact Laila at 234-6341

Students, schools celebrate
environmental awareness

AFTER a week of activities that
took place all over the island, the
Flame Tree Arts Festival provided
the final site for the culmination
of the Division of Environmental
Quality’s (DEQ) annual Environ-
mental Awareness Week (EAW).

Last Saturday, Saipan school
teachers gathered at the festival to
find out if their school had won
DEQ’s “We Can Recycle” alu-
minum canrecycling contest. The
popular contest resulted in the
collection of over 5,779 pounds
of cans. That’s 5,779 pounds of
garbage that will notbe going into
the Puerto Rico dump.

“One of the great things about
this contest,” explained EAW
chairman Terence Fitial “is that
the schools get to keep the money
from taking their cans in for recy-
cling. It helps the island and the
schools.”

The winner of the Kindergar-
ten-3rd grade division was Saipan
Community School and teacher
Ivy Thompkins with over 497
pounds of cans collected. That
was the largest amount collected
by any division.

In the 4th-6th grade category,
SanRoque Elementary and Ligo
Faasa snared first place with
394 pounds collected. In the 7th-
8th grade division, Maggie
Concepc1on s 7th grade
Hopwood Jr. High class came
in first place by collecting 308

pounds of cans.

And in the 9th-12th grade cat-
egory, Marianas High School
and teacher Karen Borja col-
lected just over 112 pounds of
cans, enough for first place hon-
ors.

In other EAW activities, 14
beaches were “adopted” by
Saipan schools and non-profit
organizations as part of the
“Adopt a Beach” program. The
schools and agencies will visit
their adopted beaches once a
month for one year and give it a
cleaning.

Still, everybody in the CNMI
needs to do their part and clean
up after themselves, if for no
other reason than to make it
easier on the kids. The children
who adopted Laul.au Bay as
their beach had to stop early
because of the tremendous
amount of trash they found. It
was just too much to clean in
one day.

Rota also had three beaches
adopted by schools as part of
EAW.

The Island Wide Clean Up is
the activity, and Cruz Sanitation
Services all provided dump trucks
and helped haul tons of trash col-
lected by hundreds of island resi-
dents.

DEQ’s Environmental Aware-
ness Week takes place each year
during the month of April.

GOP Precinct 1 Club meeting

THE COMMUNITY of Precinct
1 are hereby notified that there
is a Republican Party Precinct
Club 1 meeting scheduled this
coming Thursday, April 29, 6:30

pm at the Koblerville basket-
ball court.

For more information, please
contact Joseph C. Reyes, chair-
man at 235-0544.

ALUMINUM ACCORDION

TYPHOON SHUTTERS
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By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
ROTA residents may have to
face a high utility rate should
the Commonwealth Utilities
Corp. (CUC) be forced to relo-
cate its power plant expansion
project from the present site by
the island’s harbor area else-
where.

In an interview, CUC Board
Chair Juan Dela Cruz said the
present site will entail less op-
erational expenses since it is
near the sea where bulk carriers
can unload oil through a shorter
pipeline.

“We don’t want to waste
money to transfer that power
plant. It is better to utilize the
same site for the generator. The
main concern too is that filling
ships can use shorter pipes,” said
Dela Cruz.

For his part, former CUC
Board chair Benjamin Sablan
said utility rate will have to be
increased to cover the cost of
relocation.

“Prices will definitely goupif
we relocate.” said Sablan.

Sablan added that permitting
process may unnecessarily de-
lay the expansion project, not-
ing that a full compliance of the
permit requirement may take
more than a year.

Permits will have to be ob-
tained from the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS). the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and
local agencies like the Coastal
Resource Management Office

Power plant transfer
may hike Rota rates

Juan Dela Cruz

(CRMO), Historical Preserva-
tion Office (HPO) and the Divi-
sion of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) among others.

The delay, said Sablan, could
further worsen Rota’s power
supply situation.

“We don’t want a band-aid
solution. We want a permanent
solution. We want to have come
up with something conclusive,”
said Sablan.

He however failed to give es-
timates on a possible average
rate increase.

“But, we are looking atit from
an economic standpoint,” he
said.

The CUC has issued arequest
for proposal on the expansion of
its Rota power plant into a 10-
megawatt one to cover the
island’s growing power needs.

The CUC is currently collect-
ingan I 1-cenvkilowatt hourrate
forresidentialusersand 16 cents/
kwh for commercial users.

Mendiola’s scholarship

Alejo M. Mendiola

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
REPRESENTATIVE Alejo M.
Mendiola (R-Rota)has introduced
legislation that would grant schol-
arship to the two high school stu-
dents with the highest scholastic
standing in each graduating class
on Rota and Tinian.

House Bill 11-400 seeks to
amend the 1990 Post-Secondary
Scholarship Act, or P.I.. 7-32,

bill to favor top students

the selection s limited to the vale-
dictorian and salutatorian of the
graduating class.

While this standard appears to
be “well suited,” the bill stated
that it also requires continuous
attendance and may “adversely
impact” students who may have
missed “only one semester.”

Therefore, the bill stated, it pro-
poses to apply on Rota and Tinian
the criteria used on Saipan.

If the bill becomes law, how-
ever, a student should have at-
tended TinianorRotahigh school
during their junior and senior
years, and attended schools within
inthe CNMiI for atleast fouryears.

P.L.7-32 wasrecently amended
by P.L. 11-77, which sets a
$15,000 cap on the financial as-
sistance granted to the scholars,

In signing the bill that became
P.L.11-77,Gov.PedroP. Tenorio
cited the government’s declining
revenue collections, saying that
new law is needed to ensure the
continuity of the government’s
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Onerheim settles Manglona
couple’s legal conﬂl issue

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
SHOULD a sitting judge. who is
married to a prosecutor, be dis-
qualified from any criminal pro-
ceedings where the judge’s spouse
had initially appeared on behalf
of the government for defendant’s
arraignment and where the case is
now being handled by another
prosecutor?

“Yes,” according to Superior
Court Associate Judge Virginia
S. Sablan-Onerheim in her ruling
granting a motion to disqualify
Judge John A. Manglona from
hearing a criminal case against
Patrick Dowai.

Onerheim said Assistant Atty.
Gen. Ramona V. Manglona's ap-
pearance in the initial stages of
the criminal proceedings in
Dowai’s case provides a legally
sufficient basis for the judge’s
disqualification.

Court records showed that
Dowai was charged by the Attor-
ney General’s Office for alleg-
edly illegally possessing and in-
tending to deliver a controlled
substance.

Last March 8, Assistant Public
Defender Daniel C. Bowen, coun-
sel for Dowai, appeared for the

Virginia S. Sablan-Onerheim

defendant’s arraignment before
Presiding Judge Edward
Manibusan, '

Assistant Atty. Gen. Manglona,
appeared on behalf of the govern-
ment.

Defendant, through Bowen,
then waived reading of the infor-
mation and pleaded not guilty of
the charges.

Dowairequested foratrial date.

Manibusan assigned the matter
to Judge Manglona, husband of
Ramona Manglona and set a mo-
tion hearing for April 6 and a
bench trial for May 3, 1999.

Dowai then moved todisqualify
Judge Manglona.

John A. Manglona

In claiming Judge Manglona’s
partiality, Bowen noted that pros-
ecutor Manglona represented the
government at defendant’s ar-
raignment hearing.

Herappearance on behalf of the
government, even if only for an
arraignment, clearly falls with the
language of statute, according to
Bowen.

Onerheim said the court agrees
with defendant that Manglona's
brief involvement in the case is
sufficient to raise a reasonable
question about the judge’s impar-
tiality.

“To hold otherwise would

Continued on page 22

Best Used Cars

Values on S aip an!
at KElCﬂ MOTORS located on Alrport Road

Stock No. Descrlptlon Retail Price | Keico’s Price
7257 | 1989 Toyota Camry Red 4095 | $3995
1564 | 1989 Toyota Cresida Gray $4995 | $3995
8279 | 1991 Nissan Maxima Green | $6995 | $4995
8277 | 1991 Mazda MX6 Green | s6495 | $4595 |
8730 | 1993 Toyota Tercel White $6995 | $4995 |
8946 | 1994 Mitsubishi Mirage Silver | $7995 | $6995
7777 | 1995 Hyundai Sonata Red $7995 | $6995
1466 | 1996 Mitsubishi Mirage Red | $8995 | $7995
4790 | 1991 Toyota HiLux P.Up Black | $9995 | $7995
8034 | 1992 Toyota 4 Runner Red $12995 | $9995
7165 | 1992 Nissan Pathfinder White | $12995 | $9995
3543 | 1998 KIA-Sephia Green $11995 | $9975
3040 | 1998 KIA-Sephia Silver $11995 | $9995

SAIPAN ALUMINUM & GLASS GO, LTD

which grants scholarship to the  financial assistance to students.
Rota and Tinian valedictorians But Senate President Paul A
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date of P.L. 11-77, which takes
effect this autumn.
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Fiji ec_:onomy grows

SUVA (Pacnews)—Fiji will
record economic growth for the
first time this year, bringing to an
end many years of recession.
Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
predicted that at the weekend,
while opening a shipping and air-
freight services complex in Nadi.
in the westemn part of the country.
Rabuka said in the last two
years, Fiji had maintained eco-
nomic stability and key industries
have indicated strong growth.
“The sugar industry will pro-
duce about 400,000 tonnes of
sugar in 1999. a remarkable re-
covery from last year, he said.
“Tourism and garments should

again post record figures and gold
mining is back on an expansion
track™.

Rabuka said the business sector
looked optimistic as a number of
new projects was pursued.

“The new complex was asigna-
ture of investor confidence in the
country and the economy,” he
said.

Rabuka said freight was ex-
pected to flow 24 hours with em-
phasis on fresh produce like tuna
and tropical fruits.

He said local products earn in-
come from the world markets
which in tumn lifts the economy
and creates more more jobs.

Regional officials told to
be more mfo—tech active

SUYA (Pacnews)——Ofﬁczais :

from the region’s communica-
tion sector meeting in the Fiji
capital, Suva have been en-
couraged to become active par-
ticipants in the rapidly evolv-
ing Global Information Infra-
structure {GII).

Addressing the meeting at
the  weekend, Forum
Secretariat’s Secretary Gen-
eral, Noel Levi said the many
advances of telecommunica-

helped island states overcome

and distance.

“We face several chaliengcs :
in this important area. Firstly
our countries must be encour-,
aged to become active partici:
pants in the very promising -
technological advancesaround
us, many of which are afford- .

- even our smallest members.
. Secondly, good mformanon—

tions such as internet and other.
technological tools: have
... canpot fully meet the ' chal-?
one of their major physxcai G
constraints, that i is, smallness '

i res‘péndmg'to the emands_f

vable and*within the reach of

communication siructures re-.
quire’ good policies ‘that are
both forward iookmg as well
as outward looKing,” Levi said
Levi said regional govern-
ments have 'a major part 10
play.in faczhtaung the use of
GH in the region. '
“Wuhout a spmt of com:
promise from all parties, ¥ which
puts the region ahead of some -
of our. natxonai interests, we

: ienges ahead “hesaid. -
; The Foru : boss sald re—: ;

of the mformanon cdmmumg
cation industry. _
S Many of the ways in whlch

“ordinated approach 0 make -
COnﬂnued onpage 21

LUNCH/DINNER PROMO

TRIPLE CHEESEBURGER
EXTRA VALUE MEAL

Includes Triple Cheeseburger Sandwich,
Large order of world Famous Fries
and a Medium Drink.

FOR $2 99 ONLY

5
4

Pincapple Pie
Shamrock Milk Shake

Nerdlucks Toys

MIDDLE ROAD
GARAPAN EXPRESS

This Sale is for Limited time only. While Supplies Last

Only 1.15 (at Middle Road only)
Only 1.99 (Large size)

Sunday to Saturday - 6AM to 12PM
Sunday to Saturday - 6AM to Midnight

1)

) ONALD’S SPECIAL OFFER

BREAKFAST PROMO

SAUSAGE McMUFFIN WITH EGG
EXTRA VALUE MEAL

Includes a Hot and Fresh Sausage McMuffin with Egg
Sandwich, Crispy Hasbrown and Small Coffee

FOR $2.99 oNLY

N

Only 1.75 (Small size)
Only 1.99

-~
5
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Extlnctlon looms for
rare Polynesian birds

APIA (Pacnews)—A dozen spe-
ciesof birds in Polynesia could be
forced into extinction by intro-
duced predators, overhunting, de-
forestation or over-grazing.

In an effort to save some of the
region’s rare birds, the South Pa-
cific Regional Environment
Programme (SPREP) and Birdlife
International have organised a
workshop for national and inter-
national bird conservationexperts.
to be held in Cook Islands later
this week.

SPREP Avifauna Officer Dr
Greg Sherley says at least three
bird species from Polynesian
countries have dwindled to such
low numbers that extinction is
virtually inevitable.

“The Samoan moorhen may
already have vanished, while in
French Polynesia, the Polynesian
ground dove and the Marquesan
imperial pigeon will be lucky to
survive. At least another nine bird
species are endangered, and will
probably also join the slide into

extinction.”

Dr Sherley said there were prob-
ably more birds in the region fac-
ing likely extinction, because es-
timates of their numbers were
based on studies that are now ten
or twenty years old, and during
that period threats to birdlife had
continued to worsen.

“Realistically, about a dozen
birds in Polynesian countries now
face extinction, and there may be
another 20 species that are also
dangerously close to going out
the back door.™

He said the accelerating rate of
extinction of bird species signalled
broader threats to the Pacific en-
vironment.

“Birds are pretty much at the
top of the rung in the food chain.
If they’re in trouble, that’s an in-
dication of huge disruption on the
lower levels. For example, par-
ticular bird species play a vital
role in dispersing the seeds of
trees, particularly the big timber
trees which Pacific island com-

munities use for medicine, tim-
ber, carving and building. With-
out the birds, the trees cannot
propagate, so you start seeing your
trees disappear as well.”

DrSherley said there were some
heartening examples of conser-
vation work that had given criti-
cally endangered birds a new
chance of survival.

“In the Cook Islands, the
Kakerori, the Rarotongan fly-
catcher, was facing almost cer-
tainextinction. In 1989 there were
only 29 birds left. But dedicated
efforts by conservation workers
since that date have seen numbers
increase to 165 in 1998.”

The week-long workshop will
set priorities for conserving par-
ticular species, researching those
birds that will soon vanish for-
ever, surveying populations of
birds known to be endangered,
and planning publiceducation and
awareness programmes.

Similar workshops will be held
laterin Micronesia and Melanesia.

Kiribati wants to take back islands

TARAWA (Pacnews)—Kiribati
has received overwhelming sup-
port from Micronesian countries
on its attempt to the take over the
control and ownership of islands
in the Line and Phoenix group.

The islands currently come un-
der American territories. 4,000
Kiribati nationalslive on the group
of islands to the north east of the
capital, Tarawa.

A A

MmcDonald's

Kiribati President, Teburoro
Tito said the Micronesian coun-
tries gave their support during an
informal discussion on the issue
at the Micronesian Chief Execu-
tives meeting in the Marshall Is-
lands capital, Majuro.

The Kiribati leader said his
Government would like to see the
islands come under Kiribati’s ju-
risdiction because they are geo-
graphically part of Kiribati.

Tito said the United States

doesn’t need the islands.

He said senior officials from
Micronesian countries would
study the issue in detail before it
is presented as part of the agenda
in the Chief Executives meeting
in Guam next year.

The Micronesian countries are
made up of Kiribati, Guam,
Palau, Marshall Islands, Nauru,
Federated States of Micronesia
and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Marianas.

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews)—An election due to
have commenced on
Bougainville over the weekend
has been postponed.

The election had been called
by some factions on the island
after a vote for a reconciliation
government scheduled for
March did not go ahead.

Electoral officers were ready
to proceed on Saturday, but
Papua New Guinea’s Minister
of State, Sam Akoitai, told them
the election will be deferred
indefinitely.

Mr Akoitai said the delay
would allow time for
Bougainville leaders to inform
the people on the new agree-
ment signed by the leaders in
New Zealand last week.

The Matakana and Okataina
Understanding signed in
Rotorua committed all parties
in the Bougainville peace pro-
cess to contribute to the prepa-
ration of proposals on powers,

Bougainville
poll postponed

functions, structure and status
of a future Bougainville Gov-
ernment.

Matakana and Okataina are
two areas on the North Island of
New Zealand where the leaders
held their discussions last week.

The leaders have pledged to
maintain ceasefire agreed todur-
ing the Lincoln Agreement as
they work towards a negotiated
settlement on the political fu-
ture of Bougainville.

They have also agreed to an
immediate disposal of all weap-
ons on the war torn island. Also
there would be a phased with-
drawal of security forces on the
island

PNG'’s special negotiator, Sir
John Kaputin has been given
the task to prepare new propos-
als in full consultation with all
parties concerned.

The meeting has directed Sir
John and his team to have a
package ready for deliberations
no later than June 30,

i
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RP rebels release
last of five captives

MANILA, Philippines (AP) —
Philippine communist rebels
freed the last of five military
and police captives south of
Manila on Sunday but new ob-
stacles could block the early
resumption of peace talks.

The Marxist rebels released
Sgt. Wivino Demol after 14
months of captivity.

Rebels handed Demol over to
two representatives of the In-
ternational Committee of the
Red Cross who then brought
him to government and church
officials on a mountain near the
boundary of Laguna and Quezon
provinces.

Demol cried as he hugged his
wife and children in a village
hall in Laguna, about 70 kilo-
meters (43 miles) south of Ma-
nila. witnesses said.

“Thank you very, very, very
much,” Demol told reporters.
He said he was treated well by
the rebels.

President Joseph Estrada sus-
pended talks between rebel and
government negotiators after
several military officers were
abducted by the rebels in Febru-
ary. He had said the govern-
ment would be willing to re-
sume talks after the last captive
was released.

Estrada also said, however,
that the rebels must agree to
hold the talks in the Philippines
and to conclude them before the
end of the year.

“The government is ready to
resume the peace talks immedi-
ately.” Estrada said after
Demol’s release Sunday. reiter-
ating his conditions.

Rebel leaders have refused to
negotiate inthe Philippines, cit-
ing safety concerns, and turned
down an offer earlier this week
by Manila’s Catholic Arch-
bishop. Jaime Cardinal Sin, to
have the talks held at his resi-
dence in Manila.

LLuis Jalandoni. chief nego-
tiator for the Marxist umbrella
group. National Democratic
Front. said the conditions im-
posed by Estrada were designed
to scuttle the peace talks and
legitimize subsequent military
offensives against the rebels.

The rebels have threatened not
10 pursue peace negotiations
with the administration of
Estrada, who began a six-year
term last year, and just wait for
the next president to be elected.

Demol, amilitary intelligence
agent. had been accused of spy-
ing by the rebels, who seized
him in February last year in the
hills of Rizal province near
Manila.

Four other military and po-
lice captives have been released
over the past several weeks, in-
cluding Army Brig. Gen. Victor
Obillo, the highest-ranking mili-
tary officer captured by the
Communist guerrillas in their
30-year insurgency.

The rebels carried out the ab-

SAVE ENERGY
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ductions apparently to demon-
strate their strength, but the
scheme backfired when Estrada
suspended the talks.

Estrada refused to negotiate
directly with the rebels and the
release of the five captives was
negotiated by a group of Catho-
lic Church officials and a sena-
tor who traveled to meet NDF
leaders in the Netherlands.

Communist rebels have been
waging an insurrection for a
Marxist state in the Philippines
since the late 1960s.

Their guerrilla force rapidly
expanded under dictator
Ferdinand Marcos in the 1970s
and the 1980s but has since con-
siderably weakened due to battle
casualties, surrenders, faction-
alism and a lack of popular sup-
port.

A Filipino driver and his son join a protest rally denouncing Philippine President Joseph Estrada for allowing
oilcompanies to increase prices of petroleum products, outside the presidential palace in Manila Friday. The
country’s three big oil firms, Petron, Caltex Philippines and Pilipinas Shell, have all announced fuel price
increases, raising the price of premium gasoline by about 50 centavos (about 1.3 U.S. cents) per liter.

REUTERS

id you know that
your child's first

visit to a dentist
should be between 8
and 24 months of age?

In our Pediatric Department we take
very special care of the children who
come to see us. That first
appointment should be a good
experience that will help build a
solid foundation in oral health.
That's why having a caring Pediatric

Comprehensive Dental & Eye Care

e Mon-Thurs 8am - 5pm, Fri 8am - Noon
Appointments: 234-6323

Specialist like Dr. Heesoo Ko is so ~
important. He knows the special
dental needs of children and takes
the time to help them feel relaxed
and among friends in our Pediatric
Department that's been specially
designed just for them.

Quartermaster Road, Chalan Laulauy, Saipan

"Working with children is
extremely rewarding. |
always explain to them
and their parents what
we're going to do first so
they're more comfortable.”

Dr. Heesoo "Hank" Ko,
Pediatric Dentist

Member
American Dental Association
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry
America Society of Dentistry for Children
Guam Dental Society
Degrees
Eastman Dental Center
University of Pennsylvania
University of Chicago
Military
U.S.Army Dental Corps. Captain, USAR
awarded Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal

~;

Saipan Adventist Clinic
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Japan ministry plans
restructuring relief bills

TOKYO (Reuters) -—Japan’s
Ministry of International
Trade and Industry is plan-
ning to submit bills that would
give low interest loans and tax
breaks to help companies re-
structure, aJapanese financial
daily reported on Sunday.
The bills are aimed at elimi-
nating excess capacity in the
manufacturing sector and pro-
moting corporate streamlin-
ing. The ministry plans to sub-
mit the legislation in autumn,
the Nihon Kezai Shimbun re-
ported citing ministry sources.
The legislation would call
for the Japan Development
Bank. Japan Finance Corpo-
ration for Small Business and

other government-affiliated
financial institutions to extend
low-interest loans to compa-
nies to help eliminate exces-
sive capacity, the paper said.

The ministry would lighten
the tax load on a company that
takes over a money-losing
firm by allowing the company
to carry forward losses, it said.

It would also extend the pe-
riod of tax relief to 10-15 years
from disposing of surplus fa-
cilities. At present the loss is
deductable for five years, it
said.

Ministry officials could not
be reached immediately for
comment due to the weekend
holiday.

gal-on East Txmor, govem~v
ment-controlled TV Sunday
quoted Alexander Downe

as saymg
Downer, ,

ing a servxce‘fo
soldxers killed

East Timor in 1975 and %ater
annexed it
Vlolence on the half~xsiand

- the troubiesome province as
~soon as posmbie, 'I'V rcpoﬁed

Surrounded by suppon‘ers leoko Uehara (center) ce/ebrates her wctory in a mayoral election for Tokyo s

western section of Kunitachi at her campaign office late Sunday night. Uehara became Tokyo'’s first woman
district mayor and the fourth woman to be a city mayor in Japan.

Japan voters opt for female,
independent local officials

TOKYO (AP) — Japanese vot-
ers swept a record number of fe-
male candidates into office along
with a large number of indepen-
dents in the second of a series of
local elections, mediareports said
Monday.

Sunday’s elections, which fo-
cused mainly on local issues,
weren't expected to indicate any
major change insupport for Prime
Minister Keizo Obuchi’s ruling
Liberal Democratic Party.

The biggest winners were inde-
pendents, candidates jointly sup-
ported by several major parties
and female politicians, the reports
said.

Tokyo elected its first female
mayor, Hiroko Uehara, 49, in the
city’s western district of
Kunitachi, they said. She is
Japan’s fourth female city mayor.

Independents beat rival candi-
dates supported by Obuchi’s Lib-
eral Democrats and the largest

1999 LIBERATION DAY FESTIVAL 60"“"733
‘Strengthening Knowledge into the New Millennium” py
BOOTH CONCESSIONAIRE(S) NOW AVAILABLE!!! =2
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE!!! SPACE IS Lmrreps 1)

ACTINITY NO. OF BOOTHS COST UNIT
l GAMES 20 $ 900.00
+ KIDS
l * ADULTS
MISCELLANEOUS VENDORS: 10 $1.,000.00
- Non-Profit Organization
- Arts and Crafts
- Retail Merchandising
- Others
FOOD/DRINKS/BEER/CIGARETTE 25 $1,500.00

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT SPEARHEADED BY MR. CURTIS DANCOE OF

Interested Entertainers Please Call 235-7996 ext. 101
NEW CARNIVAL RIDES for children and adults; Somethin’ different, Somethin’ new Especially for You!l!

LIBERATION FESTIVITY BEGINS ON JUNE 4, 1993 AND ENDS ON JULY 4, 1999 AT THE AMERICAN MEMORIAL PARK.

CONCESSIONAIRES INTERESTED SHOULD MAKE PAYMENT BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M., ON APRIL 23RD AT THE SAIPAN
MAYOR'S OFFICE CONFERENCE ROOM, DEADLINE WILL BE APRIL 30TH. SPACE IS LIMITED, SO SECURE YOUR SPACE

NOW!

FOR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT MS. Sonya Pangelinan at 322-3436 or Ms. MaryAnn Calvo AT THE SAIPAN MAYOR'S

POWER a1l

OFFICE, TELEPHONE NUMBERS 234-6280/6208.

opposition party for the fiercely
contested mayorships of
Utsunomiyanorth of Tokyo and
Hakodate in northernmost Ja-
pan, the Asahi newspaper re-
ported.

Female candidates performed
strongly in elections for city as-
sembly members, bringing their
numbers nationwide to more
than 1,000 for the first time, the
Asahi said.

In another first, the Liberal
Democrats picked up fewer city
assembly seats than both the
Communist Party of Japan and
a party backed by lay Buddhist
organization, the Yomiuri news-

AP

paper reported.

The local elections are held
every four years and are seen as
arough barometer for the popu-
larity of national parties,

Sunday’s vote followed an
election for prefectural (state)
governors held earlier this
month in which controversial
politician Shintaro Ishihara won
the Tokyo governorship.

The new governor, author of
the book “A Japan That Can
Say No,” has raised concemns
abroad for his call to open a key
U.S. military air base to com-
mercial traffic and for his revi-
sionist views of World War II.

Suu Kyi

By David Brunnstrom
YANGON (Reuters) —
Myanmar opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi is angry at
the ruling generals’ refusal to
allow her husband to visit her
before he died but she still wants
adialogue with them, the deputy
head of her party has said.

“She considers politics and
personal matters are quite sepa-
rate,” Tin Oo, the vice chairman
of the National League for De-
mocracy (NLD), told Reuters in
aninterview athis Yangonhome
late on Saturday.

Suu Kyi angry, but
‘wants a dialogue’

“Tknow her feelings quite well
and she is a great lady. She’s
very serene and quite calm. Ac-
tually she feels a bit uneasy and
some anger but she can bury the
animosity as long as there is the
possibility of dialogue. If they
really care about the interests of
Burma (Myanmar), why not sit
down and talk?”

Suu Kyi’'s husband, Oxford
academic Michael Aris, died late
last month of prostate cancer on
his 53rd birthday.

He had not been allowed into
Myanmar to visit his wife for
the past three years. The gener-
als responded to his request to
visit his wife a last time by say-
ing Suu Kyi should visit him in
England.

The 1991 Nobel Peace Prize
winner rejected this, fearing she
would not be allowed to return,
She has not discussed her feel-
ings since, calling it a private
affair.

“We have no thoughts of re-
taliation or a hardening of atti-
tude,” Tin Oo said. “We just
want dialogue.™

Continued on page 17
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Thousands protest in China

By RENEE SCHOOF
BEILJING (AP) — Thousands of
people stood silently shoulder to
shoulder on streets outside
China’s central government head-
quarters Sunday to demand the
righttopractice asystem of medi-
tation taught by a martial arts
master living in the United States.

More than 10,000 people
crowded the sidewalks for about
two-and-a-half kilometers (one-
and-a-half miles) along the streets
north and west of Zhongnanhai,
the walled compound where
China’s topleaders work just west
of the imperial palace, or Forbid-
den City.

Part of the crowd also gathered
near the main gate on the south
side of the compound, a short
distance from Tiananmen Square
on the Avenue of Eternal Peace,
the city’s main east-west thor-
oughfare.

Demonstrators wanted legal
protection for practicing Falun
Gong, said a young demonstrator
who gave his family name, Sun.
Officials in some areas were
“meddling” and preventing people
from practicing Falun, he said.

Falun Gong (pronounced ““fah-
luhn gung”) has 70 million to 100
million adherents throughout
China according to a government
estimate. The group was founded
in 1992 by Li Hongzhi, a Chinese
native whonow livesin New York
and lectures in the United States

Hundreds of Chinese sit in silent protest along Chang’an Avenue next to Beijing’s Zhongnanhai leaders
compound Sunday to demandthe right to practice a system of meditation known as Falun. The demonstration

is the largest ever in the Chinese capital since pro-

streets in 1989.

and other countries, but no longer
in China.

Falun is a school of qigong, a
system of controlled breathing,
martial arts, meditation and heal-
ing thathas been popular in China
since bans on cultural traditions
were lifted in the late 1970s. The
government sanctions qigong as
a unique Chinese tradition, but
condemns some charismatic
qigong masters for using super-
stition to fool followers.

The government is studying

Falun and has not yet reached a
conclusion on whether it is an
acceptable school of gigong,
Wang Kai, an official in charge of
qigong under the State Sports Ad-
ministration, said Sunday. He de-
clined to comment further.

The gathering began early in
the morning to protest critics who
call Falun a superstition or reli-
gion, said a woman running a
nearby kiosk with telephones for
public use and film and otheritems
on sale.

lemocracy demonstrators were gunned down in the city

AP

The government should give
Faluna“legal environment,” said
a middle-aged man in the crowd.
He declined to give his name or say
more, and nervously told areporter
in a low voice, “"Go now.” Many
others refused to say anything.

The crowd apparently was wor-
ried that the government would
ban Falun. A one-page statement
from the government handed out
to demonstrators late in the after-
noon said those fears were based
on rumors that should be ignored.

China’s leaders have called for
tighter security in a year of politi-
cally sensitive anniversaries, in-
cluding the 10th anniversary of the
military assault on June 4, 1989,
that ended the democracy demon-
strations centered on Tiananmen
Square, and the 50th anniversary
of the founding of the communist
state on Oct. 1, 1949,

Police stopped traffic thatearlier
clogged Wenjin Street as drivers
gawked. Crowds of police guarded
the gates of the leadership com-
pound, and others spread out to
watch the crowd.

The demonstrators stood or sat
along the streets as if waiting fora
parade. None held signs or leaflets
or cried out demands. Near the
main gate of the government head-
quarters many sat and read a book
of Li’s teachings.

Followers say Falun is not a reli-
gion, but a system of meditation
and exercise that brings them good
health. Critics have said Li claims
to be more important than Buddha
or Jesus and that Falun could be-
come a cult.

People of all ages, including
many who were middle-aged or
older, stood or sat quietly on the
sidewalks. They did not block the
streets.

Some sat on pieces of cardboard
or folded blankets, and a few held

shirts or umbrellas for shade from
the glare on a hot day under a
cloudless sky gray with smog.

low rate!

Single business lines
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Police, demonstrators
clash in Bangladesh

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) —
Riot police fired teargas shells
on Sunday to stop hundreds of
demonstrators from marching
into the prime minister’s office
protesting utility problems. wit-
nesses said.

At least 20 people. including
two policemen. were injured in
the clashes during which the
protesters from the studentwing
of the country’s main opposi-
tion Bangladesh Nationalist
Party set off crude homemade
bombs. according 1o witnesses.

The clashes occurred atdown-
town Bangla Motor district.
where police erected barbed-
wire barricades, a few blocks
from Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's office.

In a bid to overrun the barri-
cades. the demonstrators at-
tacked police with rocks and
homemade bombs. Police re-
sponded with teargas shells.

Police detained at least 15
demonstrators.

Opposition parties led by
former Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia accuse Hasina's three-year-
old government of failure to
ensure regular supply of elec-
ricity.

Bangladesh produces about
1.900 megawatts of poweraday.,
nearly 400 megawatts less than
the demand.

The deficit causes frequent
power outages compounding
people’s sufferings in the sum-
mer.

USE YOUR BRAINS TO WIN BIG MONEY
ENTER THE
ANNUAL

COVENANT DAY ESSAY CONTEST

ATTENTION: ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS: NEED MONEY? Check this out:
The NM1 Council for the Humanities is sponsoring an essay contest. We all know that
the Covenant is a public law that establishes the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands and defines the political relationship between the people of the Northern Mariana
Istands and the United States. Among other things. the Covenant makes the Northem
Mariana Islands a part of the U.S. and provides U.S. citizenship to the people of the
Commonwealth. Your job is to write an essay that addresses these questions:

1) What are the advantages and disadvantages of this political relationship?
2)  Whatalternate relationship (independence, free association, statehood) would
be an improvement over the Covenant?

Contestants are urged 1o use a number of primary and secondary sources in preparing
the essay. A selected bibliography on secondary resources is available at the Council
office in King's Plaza, Dandan. Follow these rules:

+ name, grade and school at the top of each page

+ typed or printed, double spaced, 300 1o 500 words

+ MLA documentation style for footnotes and bibliography

+ all pages stapled and numbered.

Essay will be judged on: 1} historical and factual accuracy, 2) logical analysis and clar-
ity. and, 3) research and documentation. Upon selection, winners must submit proof of
enroliment in high school in the CNMI and must agree to a public reading and printing
of their essavs. Prizes are: First Place - $250; Second Place - $150; Third Place - $100.
Entries may be mailed 10: NMI Council for the Humanities, AAA 3394, Box 100001,
Saipan, MP 96950): or faxed to 235-4786: or delivered to the Council office in King's
Plaza Dandan. Contestants must submit their essays on or before 4:30 p.m. May 3,
1999. Essays received later than May 3, 1999 will not be considered. Winners will be
announced on or before May 17, 1999, Selection of winners is final. The Council re-
senves the right 1o reject any and all entries. The NMU Council for the Humanities is a
non-profit, private corporation affiliated with the National Endowment for the Humani-
lies.

[ Commonwealfh of the Northern Mariana lslands
Department of Labor and Immigration
Division of Labor (Compliance Section)

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following person(s) with pending Labor or Agency case are hereby
notified to contact labor investigator Liz M. Agyei-Mensah by phone
no. 664-2007 at the Division of Labor. Enforcement Section, Located
on the 2nd Floor of Afetna Building. San Antonio, Saipan.

NAME LABOR/AGENCY HEARING
CASE NO. DATE & TIME
I. Anowar, Hossain LC #97-235 4/28/99 10:00 a.m,
2. Hossain LC#97-238 4/28/99 10:00 a.m.

Failure to appear at the Division on or before the date and time
specified above shall be ground for dismissal of the above case(s) and
appropriate action and/or sanction shall be taken against the above
individuals. including the referrals of their matters to the Immigration
Office for their actions.

Dated this 13th day of April, 1999.

s/ GIL M. SAN NICOLAS
Director of Labor

Riot police look at a burnin barricade following a clash with protesting students during an operation
disperse remaining 2,500 subway workers on strike at Seoul National University Sunday. Some 10,000

Seoul subway workers began strike last Monday to protest the government plans to cut their work force by

20 percent.

AP

Striking Seoul subway workers
stay off work past their deadline

By KYONG-HWA SEOK
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
About 5,000 striking Seoul sub-
way workers did not return to
work past the government-set
deadline and faced dismissal Mon-
day but national telephone work-
ers shelved their strike plans, of-
ficials said.

The development sent mixed
signals on the current wave of
labor tensions. Government offi-
cials were upbeat but labor lead-
ers continued to be defiant.

“About half of the striking sub-
way workers have not returned to
work. We’ll start action against
them,” Seoul city mayor Ko Kun
said after the 4 a.m. (1900 GMT)
deadline for workers to return to
work or face automatic dismissal.

S
A striking subway worke

Prime Minister Kim Jong-pil
called an emergency meeting of
Cabinet ministers Monday to dis-
cuss the future course of action.

Tension appeared to ease con-
siderably after the 40,000-member
union of Korea Telecom, the
nation’s main telephone operator,
abruptly decided to shelve their
strike plans four hours before they
were to have taken effect.

After the decision, 2,000 Korea
Telephone workers who staged an
overnight vigil ahead of their
planned strike dispersed voluntar-
ily.

The telephone union gave no
formal explanation but local media
said theunion’s leadership believed
it had failed to build consensus
among rank-and-file members for

r (cénter) treats his injured collague ina battle

with riot forces in front of a Catholic church in Seoul Sunday. Some

10,000 Seoul subway woikers went on strike to protestplans to cut their

work force by 20 percent.

AP

its strike plan. The leadership re-
signed subsequently.

The telephone union’s decision
dealt a serious blow to plans by a
powerful umbrella labor group to
escalate protests drastically this
week in support of the one-week-
old Seoul subway strike.

The militant Korean Confedera-
tion of Trade Unions, which claims
a membership of 500,000, said,
however, that over 30,000 auto
and shipbuilding workers will go
ahead with their strike plans this
week.

The unions are protesting cor-
porate restructuring which will
result in mass layoffs.

The 11,000-member Seoul sub-
way union went on strike last
Monday, protesting plans to cut
its work force by 20 percent.

About 5,600 subway workers,
or 51 percent of the total striking
unionists had reported to work by
the government-set deadline, ac-
cording to Seoul city officials.

About 3,000 workers were de-
fiant and continued protests, they
said.

Several subway workers were
injured in three clashes with po-
lice on Sunday but none of them
seriously.

The government has wamed
that labor unrest is hurting na-
tional efforts to rebuild a battered
economy just as it is showing
signs of recovery.

After shrinking 5.8 percent last
year, most economists predict that
South Korea’s economy would
grow at least 2 percent this year if
industrial peace is kept.

The subway strike was ruled
illegal because it did not observe
a mandatory 15-day cooling-off
period. The government also ar-
gues that corporate restructuring
cannot be a matter of labor dis-
pute.

Many analysts say militant
unions present the nation with
one of its biggest challenges to
carrying out painful reforms or-
dered by the International Mon-
etary Fund in return for a record
$58 billion bailout package.

As NATO summit ends

Prime Minister Tony Blair.

By Arshad Mohammed
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
The NATO summit had ended.
Washington’s streets were de-
serted and President Bill Clinton
and British Prime Minister Tony
Blair could not stop talking.

Rather than enjoy the waning
sunlight of a gorgeous spring day.
the two on Sunday joined Dutch
Prime Minister Wim Kok, Ger-
man  Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder and Italian Prime Min-
ister Massimo D’Alema for an
earnest discussion of "The Third
Way."”

Clinton,

The slogan, made popular by
Blair, refers to steering a path for
domestic and economic policy
between the unfettered free mar-
ket and the heavy hand of state
intervention.

The leaders turned to domestic
politics after three days of foreign
policy talks at NATO’s 50th an-
niversary summit that ocused on
the crisis in Kosovo, the thou-
sands of refugees it has spawned
and the Western alliance’s air war
against Yugoslavia,

Each of the five men leads a
centre-left government that has

TIRANA (Reuters) — NATO
Supreme Commander General
Wesley Clark said on Sunday
the bombing campaign against
Serb forces was proceeding
“right on schedule™ and that
Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic knew he was losing
the war.

After meeting NATO troops
and commanders at Tirana’s
Rinas airport. the American gen-
eral told reporters Apache at-
tack helicopters would soon go
into action.

“We're winning, Milosevic is
losing and he knows it,” Clark
said as he stood on the airport
tarmac while transport planes
ferried in tons of military and
humanitarian supplies.

Clark’s visit coincided with
the arrival of a second wave of
seven Apache helicoptersto join
the squadron of about a dozen
that flew in on Wednesday.

Asked when the Apaches

Clark says Milosevic
knows he’s losing war

Slobodan Milosevic

would go on the attack, Clark
said: “"They re going to be used
when they 're ready. It won't be
ioo long.”

Clark said NATO air strikes
against Yugoslav targets were
havingthe desiredeffect. "Ithink
the air campaign is right on
schedule. We said it would be a
serious and sustained effort, We
said it would progressively in-
tensify.”

Continued from page 14
The military has long refused
to enter a dialogue with Suu Kyi,

who has been the biggest thorn in
its side since she emerged as an
opposition leader at the height of
a pro-democracy uprising which
was crushed bloodily by trcops in
1988.

embraced many policies once es-
poused by the right but garbed
them in a clothing that allowed
them to reach out to voters on
both ends of the political spec-
trum, as well as in the middle.

During the two-hour discussion,
each one took a stab at giving a
nutshell definition of “The Third
Way.”

*Our lodestar has always been
... the concept of opportunity, re-
sponsibility and community,” said
Clinton. "We’ve tried to think of
simpler and more complex ways
tosay what we stand for, but we’ve
never done any better than that.”

Blair described Britain’s poli-
tics during the 1980s as a contest
between an “"Old Left™ associated
with high taxes and big govern-
ment and a “New Right™ that
“thought the solution to every-
thing was just get rid of govern-

President Clinton listens as Dutch Prime Minister Wim Kok speaks uring a domestic policy discussion jn ~ ment.”
Washington, D.C. Sunday. From left are ltalian Prime Minister Massimo D’Alema, Kok, Clinton, and British

“What is it that we're really.
Ap really about?” Blair said. =1 be-
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Blair talk policy

lieve what we're really. really
about is the politics of ... commu-
nity. opportunity. responsibility.”

Schroeder. whoousted the more
conservative former German
Chancellor Helmut Kohllast year
after 16 years in power. put it this
way: "Whenever l am involved in
adiscussion of the Third Way ... 1
say we need to make sure that as
many people as possible can par-
ticipate in. can share in. the op-
portunities but also the responsi-
bilities within the society.”

The leaders all sought to de-
scribe "The Third Way ™ as a prag-
matic set of policies that was not
bound by ideology or fixed posi-
tions, but rather by a search for
whatever works.

Perhaps Schroeder. as quoted
by Blair. said it best: "As
Gerhard Schroeder was saying
to me on the way in, "Look. I
haven’t found the first two ways
yet. so you tell me where the
third one 1s.""

L

Bachelor’s degree in engineering, accounting, or marketing desirable.
Five years work experience in operations or sales/marketing groups
required. Marketing communications knowledge and/or experience
desirable, as well as knowledge of CNMI market. Products management
knowledge and/or expertise required.

MTC is an Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer
Application or resume must be received by the MTC Human Resource office

no later than May 5, 1999.

[J— B Micronesian Tel
n u Beyond the call
Micronesian Telecommunications Corporation is seeking an

ADMINISTRATOR - MTC PRODUCT MARKETING IMPLEMENTATION

This position is responsible for implementing product marketing plans and programs, consistent with
approved MTC strategies and plans for MTC’s toll and non-toll products and services to ensure that
market share, sales revenue and profitability objectives are achieved. Ensure that necessary systems
and procedures and sales support programs are in place and operational, with results/eftectiveness
being tracked. Responsible to implement sales support programs for products/services 1o ensure that
necessary training and sales aids are provided, enabling the sale of a complete range of local and
international network services and products. and CPE for business and residential markets.

Human Resources Office
MTC

P.O. Box 306

Saipan, MP 96950

Phone: 234-6600

Fax: 235-9559

N Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 4@5 o
Bepartment of Labor and Immigration

Division of Labor

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following employees of American Hua Xiang Ing, (listed below) are hereby notified to report to the
Enforcement Section, Division of Labor, 2nd Floor of Afetna Building, San Antonio, Saipan, on May 3,
1999 at 9:00 a.m. for investigation (PSN) and on June 2, 1999 at 10:00 a.m. for hearing rat the admin-
istrative Hearing Office) (Re: L..C. No. 99-035 and C.A.C. No. 99-123-03).

1. An, Chun Hua (WP 158846)

2. Cai, Bi Qin (WP 159640) 9. Lin. Zhi Fang(WP 158844)
3. Chen, Su Fang (WP 158847) 10. Wang. Yu Hua (WP 158430
4. Huang, Shao Ying (WP158433) 11. Wu, Jin Hua (WP 1586.41)
5. Huang, Yu Ren (WP 152463) 12. Xiao, Zhi Ying (WP 158845
6. Lin, Bei Zhong (WP 158428) 13. Zheng. Jin Wu (WP 152464
7

. Lin, Ying Luan (WP 152462}

Failure to appear at the Division on or before the date and tume specified above shall be ground for
dismissal of the above cases and appropriate action and/or sanction shall be taken against the above
individuals, including the referrals of their matters to the Division of Immigration for their actions.

Dated this 15th day of April, 1999.

/s/ GI1. M. SAN NICOLAS
Director of Labor

8. Lin. Zhen Lian (WP 158432}
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By Randall Mikkelsen
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
[tis noteasy to titthe leaders of
42 countries. their retinues and
some 300 other distinguished
cuests into the White House for
dinner. so nobody even wried.

Instead. U.S. President Bill
Clinton and First Lady Hillary
Rodham Chnton held a party
out back.

They hosted leaders from
NATO. neutral Europe and the
former Soviet bloc - compris-
ing the Euro-Atantic Partner-
ship Council - in an elegantly
decorated but shightlytilted tent
on the White House south lawn
to commemorate NATO's 50th
anniversary.

“Itis a great honour for Hillary
and me to welcome the largest
group of world leaders ever to
assemble in Washington here to
the White House on this beauti-
ful springevening.” Clinton said
in his toast to the dinner.

“Tonight we remember that
the burden of defending free-
dom and peace islighter when it

is shouldered by so many. and
we remember that the cause of
freedom and peace is stronger
when it is embraced by a group
of nations as those that are joined
together in this council.” Clinton
said.

The 800 or so guests, many in
town for the three-day NATO
summit which ends on Sunday,
had mingled inside the White
House before trooping out to
the tent with a billowy light blue
ceiling and vaguely French wall
decorations.

They saluted the NATO alli-
ance with a dinner of grilled
bison. orange and mango salad
and "NATO 50th anniversary
cake.”

But in keeping with the seri-
ous tone that the Kosovo con-
flict has cast over their summit,
the guests spoke of the weighty
issues of war and mutual sup-
port.

“Tonight ... has been kind of
upbeat. but it hasn’t been eu-
phoric or anything like that,”
said a senior U.S. military offi-

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Isiands
Bepartment of Labor and Immigration

Division of Labor

PUBLIC NOTIGE

The following persons with pending Labor or Agency Case
are hereby notified to report to the Division of Labor, En-
forcement Section, Located on the 2nd Floor of Afetna Build-

NAME LABOR/AGENCY CASE NO.

ing. San Antonio, Saipan on the date prescribed below.

HEARING DATE & TIME

1. Stanley, Kam
2. Lo, Kon

3. Hannah, Chan

Labor Case #98-125
Labor Case £98-125

Labor Casc #98-123

4/28/99 1:30 p.m.
4/28/99  1:30 p.m.
4/28/99 1:30 p.m.

Failure to appear at the Division on or before that date and
time specified above shall he ground for dismissal of the above
cases and appropriate action and/or sanction shall be taken
against the above individuals, including the referrals of their
matters to the Immigration Office for their actions.

/s/Gil M. San Nicolas
Director of Labor

Dated this 23rd day of April, 1999.

AN

Bank of Hawaii
THE BANKOF THE PACIFIC”

Repossessed Vehicle for Sale to Highest Bidder
To be SOLD AS IS and where i conditioned

1990 Mazda Miata 2dr Coupe
1992 Toyota Hi-Lux 4x2

Please inquire at the Bank of Hawaii
Garapan Branch, Puerto Rico
Tel. 322-4220 ext. 265

The Bank reserve the rights to refuse any and all bids
Glosing date will be on May 4, 1939

President Clinton and other world leaders participating at the NATO 50th Anniversary Summit pose for a

White House hosts leaders

group photo outside the Ronald Reagan Building in Washington, D.C. on Sunday. AP

cial at the dinner. “There’s a
war going on.”

Oswald Sigg, attending the
dinner in his role as spokesman
for Swiss vice president and
defence minister Adolph Ogi.
said the war had put his country
in a “very difficult” position.

“Neutral Switzerland has two
sides.” he said. "On one side,
Switzerland is part of this com-
munity of Western values. And
on the other side, we are neutral

TR

Pacifist demonstrators hold anti-

. ¥ : . R
NATO banners reading “No to the

... we try with our neutral posi-
tion to help.”

Many of the guests in the
male-dominated crowd wore
their country’s military dress
uniforms. The rest of the men
wore business suits instead of
tuxedos, and the women wore
cocktail suits or dresses, rather
than the formal gowns of most
White House dinners.

There were 39 presidents or
prime ministers at the dinner -

NATO’swar” during a rally to protest against the air strikes against Serbia,
outside the NATO Camp Derby air base in central ltaly Sunday. AP

MOSCOW (AP) — A delega-
tion of top Russian officials
planned to travel to Washing-
ton on Sunday for talks with the
International Monetary Fund
about nailing down new loans
for Russia’s struggling
economy.

Deputy Prime Minister Yuri
Maslyukov was to lead the
eroup, which also included the
finance and economics minis-
ters and Central Bank chief, the
Interfax news agency said. The
delegation planned to be in
Washington until Friday.

"Dele_fgati’on tp head 'f()r’ D.C

In ameeting last morith, Prime
Minister Yevgeny Primakov and
IMF Managing Director Michel
Camdessus agreed in principle
that the fund would resume its
lending to Russia, but the size
of the loan and other details
have yet to be negotiated.

The IMF and other lenders
froze aid to Russia after the gov-
ernment succumbed to global
economic troubles last August.
Russia is in one of the worst
depressionseverexperienced by
an industrial nation.

According to Interfax,

. for loan talks

Poland was represented by one
of each - plus Ogi representing
Switzerland and the foreign
ministers of  Portugal.
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan.

Among the dignitaries at the
dinner were retired Gen. Colin
Powell, former U.S. Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger. Re-
publican presidential hopeful
Elizabeth Dole and her husband
Robert, the former senator.

Despite the seriousness, some
guests were in a good mood.
“We're happy,” said Latvian
Ambassador Ojars Kalnins,
pleased that NATO gave his
country encouraging signals
about a possible future entry.

This was one of the few White
House dinners where the hired
help outdressed the guests. The
waiters and waitresses donned
their formal wear, and before
the diners arrived listened to a
flurry of last-minute instructions
over the sound system.

“Just make sure there’s no ear-
rings, men or women ... please
make sure no one has gum in
their mouths ... anyone with a
pony tail needs to tuck it,” they
were told. “You need to look
glamorous everybody. We want
you to look glamorous.”

Maslyukov plans to meet with
Camdessus and World Bank
President James Wolfensohn,
who has said that the bank is
ready to resume its own loan
package to Russia — but only
if the IMF does so first.

New loans would help the
government pay off some of
its $150 billion foreign debt.
IMF approval would also pave
the way for Russia’s govern-
ment to begin debt reschedul-
ing talks with creditors on debt
left over from the Soviet
Union.

IRETRrRTE:

By Carol Giacomo
WASHINGTON (Reuters) —
Evenasitsiressed aunited front
in favour of continued war
against Yugoslavia. NATO on
Sunday pressed ahead with new
efforts toward a political solu-
tion that could bring the con-
flict to an end.

The United States dispatched
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe
Talbott to Moscow on Sunday
inanothereffort to forge a more
common position between the
alliance and Russia on Kosovo.

“It's very important ... to con-
tinue to maintain contacts with
the Russians and it’s important
to have them be apartof things.”
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said in announcing
Talbott’s trip.

German Foreign Minister
Joschka Fisher revived an ear-
lier proposal for a meeting of
foreign ministers of the Gioup
of Eight industrialised powers
and French Foreign Minister
Hubert Vedrine spoke optimis-
tically about a peace plan that
could win backing from the U.N.
Security Council.

During its 5Cih anniversary
summit in Washington this
weekend. the 19-member alli-
ance reaffirmed its determina-
tion to continue air strikes
against Serb forces, who have
carried out a sweeping offen-
sive in Kosovo province, com-
mitting atrocities and expelling
hundreds of thousands of ethnic
Albanians.

Butalliance leaders also made
clear their receptivity to a ces-
sation of hostilities - if Belgrade
meets their demands - and of
their continued strong interest
in having Russia be part of their
coalition. not a complicating
Serb sympathiser.

“Certainly. we ve been handi-
capped for many months by the
factthat the Russians have been
trving to be the man in the
middle.” one senior UL.S. ofti-
cial said.

The Russians had been invited
to the NATO summit that was
dominated by the Kosovo crisis
and concluded on Sunday. But
owing to sharp differences over
NATO's month-long bombing
campaign against Yugoslavia,
the Russians declined to send
any representative to the event.

Albright met Russian Foreign
Minister [gor Ivanov in Oslolast
week and while they made some
progress in narrowing differ-
ences over Kosovo, Moscow
refused to agree to NATO's
plans for an alliance-led inter-
national military force to pro-
vide security in Kosovo once
the bombing has ended.

“The Russians have not been
fully supportive™ of some as-
pects of the NATO-endorsed
peace plan for Kosovo, espe-
cially an international military
presence. but they have "not
offered any effective alterna-
tive,” the U.S. official said.

Madeleine Albright

“The Russians still have to
make a choice. Are they going
to join forces with the NATO
countries and the rest of the in-
ternational community or are
they still going to try to play a
game of equidistance ... They
have to take a clear stance,” he
added.

U.S. President Bill Clinton en-
couraged Russian President
Boris Yeltsin on Sunday to con-
tinue his attempts to find a solu-
tion to the conflict, even though
the latest effort fell short of
NATO demands.

As NATO leaders approved
intensifying their war efforts
against Yugoslavia, Yeltsin
called Clinton to brief him on
last week’'s peace mission to
Belgrade by Moscow’s Balkans
envoy Viktor Chernomyrdin,
White House officials said.

Chernomyrdin, Russia’s
former prime minister, said
Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic indicated a willing-
ness to accept an international
peacekeeping force in Kosovo.
but did not address the other
demands spelled out by NATO.

U.S. officials appeared
unconvinced that Milosevic had
moved toward their position.
They were more interested in
the Russian view and some were
optimistic Moscow would ulti-
mately agree on the international
military force.

A senior official, reflecting
the depth of U.S. concern about
battered tiecs between Russia and
NATO, said on Friday Kosovo
had the potential of reviving a
Cold War between the two.

Yugoslav Deputy Prime Min-
ister Vuk Draskovic publicly
noted NATO’s unity on the cri-
sis on Sunday and predicted
Belgrade would seek a compro-
mise.

Fischer acknowledged that
Russia must move closer to
NATO terms before the G8 min-
isters’ meeting can be held.

But German leaders told re-
porters at the summit they ex-
pected Chernomyrdin to come
to Germany this week and se-
nior foreign ministry officials
of the eight nations - the United
States, Russia, Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, Canada and Ja-
pan - to meet in Bonn during the
week.

Meanwhile. Vedrine was up-
beat about potential agreement
onaU.S. Security Councilreso-

NOONEDESERVESCANCER, SOBE SCREENEDFORTI,

lution that would spell out terms
for Kosovo, including the inter-
national military force, which
some like France insist requires
U.N. approval.

“Agreement on this plan
which would be adopted by the
Security Council is almost com-
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plete right down to the details
among the Western powers,” he
said.

“We are not yet in a situation
where the Russians can com-
pletely share this approach, but
[ can tell you that will be the
priority of diplomatic efforts in

diplomacy

the coming days,” he said.

Vedrine said there was agree-
ment with Russia on broad po-
litical issues, although not on
the Kosovo security force. “We
want them to be in it and it
seems they want to be init,” he
said.

ics.

System.

VINYL SIGNS: For indoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and.style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

‘DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
B goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
¥ boards or on transparencies on special pa-
per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
| above shelves, counters and merchandise
stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

B ull color digital print for back light in shops

B window or special display in the-outdoor,
B such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
@ fumes, jewelry and many more.

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
anteed to last for five to seven years in all
weather conditions and stands heat tem-
R perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

]
—

(&G

at #A\ Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

—— —
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A little girl joins hundreds of mourners raising their flowers to the sky while
listening to Christian artist Phil Driscoll at a memorial service Sunaay in
Littleton, Colo., for the victims of Tuesday’s school shooting. AP

Commonwedlth of the Northern Mariana islands
Department of Labor and Immigration

Division of Labor

Comp. Case No.: 98-168-09

PUBLIC NOTIGE

The following employer, employees and any other employees under
the Madecat Corporation are to report to the Hearing Office,
Department of Labor and Immigration located 2nd Floor, Afetna
Square. San Antonio, Saipan on Wednesday, May 05, 1999 at 9:30
a.m.

In the matter of: )
Director of Labor )
COMPLAINT )
VS, )
Madecat Corporation
Respondent. )

Please contact Labor Investigator Shining E.M. Kepwe in person at
the Department of Labor and Immigration. Compliance Section or
telephone 664-2000 to discuss your case.

1. Fe.P. Cosido - Employer
2. Malinda P. Gahub - Employer
3. Edwin D. Pal-ing - Employer
4, Eduardo C. Alfonso - Employec
5. Rector Aristotle B. Altarez
6. Christine T. Aquino

7. Ramon A. Arizo

§.  Cristela D. Arizo

9. Ferdinand B. Avila

10. Allan Avila

11. Rodelio M. Barangay

12. Rolando M. Bautista

13. Ginalyn S. Biala

14. Marisol m. Cochico

15. Judith Dela Cruz

16. Ronald L.. Delos Reyes

17. Rodolfo E. Efe .
18. Florinaldo O. Faraon

19. Norbelina F. Lahoylah

20. Bienvenido D. Lim

21. Bobby P. Manngaoan

22. Catherine P. Manila

23. Dennis C. Manila

24. Isidro C. Mariano

25. Wilnan C. Oropesa

26. Luisito M. Paconla

27. Rosalinda Quijano

28. Adrian R. Ranin

29. Marielou I. Sacro

30. Patricia P. Sangcap

31. Nelson G. Somillo

32. Lerma B. Traspice

33. Roderick A. Yulde

34, Ruben T. Zamor

35. Lani Matias

36. Jocelyn T. Payabyab

37. Rodolfo A. Jabonero

38. Geraldine loso

Dated this 23rd day of April, 1999.

a3

/s/Gil M. San Nicolas
Director of Labor

Thousands attend
Colorado memorial

By Dan Whitcomb
LITTLETON, Colo. (Reuters)
— More than 80,000 people,
weeping and clutching flowers,
said farewell on Sunday to the
victims of the Columbine High
School massacre with Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore urging them to use
their grief 1o create a better soci-
ety.

*The young killers of Colum-
bine High School donot stand for
the spirit of America.... In a cul-
ture rife with violence, where too
many young people place toolittle
value on life, we can rise up and
say, ‘Wehave hadenough,’” Gore
said.

Flanked by state and local offi-
cials, Gore spoke at an emotional
service held in an open-air shop-
ping mall parking lot about a mile
from the school where two teen-
agers opened fire last Tuesday,
killing 13 people before taking
their own lives.

Alightrain fell on a cold day in
which clouds partially shrouded
the majesticnearby Rocky Moun-
tains, but the weather did not stop
acrowd - estimated by officials as
more than 80,000 - from walking
in procession to the school to lay
wreaths there.

Four Air Force F-16 jets flew
overhead in tribute - led by a
graduate of Columbine High
School - and a white dove was
released in the air for each of the
13 victims.

The mourners placed their flow-
ers at the foot of a large wooden
cross planted at the school, at a
fence alongside the main build-
ing and atop a car belonging to
one of the dead students, Rachel
Scott.

Vice President Gore pauses to
collect himself during his speech
at a memorial service in Littleton,
Colo. Sunday. AP

“We must replace a culture of
violence and mayhem with one of
values. We need more discipline
and character in our schools and
more alternatives to drugs and
crimes,” Gore said, adding that
Americans also had to stop young
people from having easy access
1o guns.

“It is too easy for young chil-
dren to get guns and there are too
many lessons on how to use one.
We can do something about that,”
Gore said in a reference to the
ease with which Eric Harris, 18,
and Dylan Klebold, 17, were able
to amass a deadly weapons col-
lection in their plan to destroy a
school where the two teenagers
were treated as social outcasts.

While Gore was applauded sev-
eral times in his speech, his veiled
call for gun control was not ap-
plauded in this area where sup-

Mourners hug at a memorial service for the victims of the Columbie
High School shooting rampage in Littleton, Colo., on Sunday. AP

port for gun ownership is high.

But he was cheered when he
declared, “'If you are a parent,
your children need your atten-
tion; if you are a grandparent,
they need your time. Parents, we
canstop the violence and the hate.”

Officials on Sunday were study-
ing whetherthe parents of Klebold
and Harris could be prosecuted if
they knew of theirchildren’s plans
to use their weapons tokill fellow
students and to make bombs to
blow up the school.

The vice president said it was
impossible to explain why two
teenage gunmen killed 12 fellow
students and one teacher in Col-
umbine High School last Tues-
day. “Why human beings do evil
- I do not know. Why bad things
happen to good people - I do not
know. I go on my knees and ask
why, oh why?” Gore said.

The ceremony was attended by
large numbers of families. Many
young children were present and
teenagers held each other and
cried. A variety of speakers tried
to pull messages of hope from the
violence that left more than 20
people injured. Eleven teens re-
mained in the hospital.

“Confronted with an unimag-
inable evil, this community has
drawncloser,” Colorado Gov. Bill
Owens said. “We’ve witnessed a
community that found within it-
self tremendous healing power.”

Since Tuesday’s massacre at
Columbine High School in this
affluent suburbsouthwest of Den-
ver, parents, teachers and people
around the country have been ask-
ing how Harris and Klebold could
have amassed such a large arsenal
without their parents’ knowledge
or without anyone else noticing.
Jefferson County Sheriff John
Stone said on Saturday that evi-
dence of the arsenal was in plain
view in the home of one of the two
gunmen.

A barrel that they cut off one
of the sawed-off shotguns was
clearly visible laying on the
dresser in one of the rooms. A lot
of this was clearly visible. The
parents should have been aware
of it,” Stone said.

Police on Saturday also said
they found a journal in the home
of the one of the gunmen, which
showed the had been planning the
massacre for a year,

Investigators have recovered a
diary written by one of the gun-
men containing references to Nazi
Germany. The attack was
launched on the 110th anniver-
sary of Adolf Hitler’s birthday.

“They wanted to do as much
damage as they could possibly do
and destroy the school and de-
stroy as many children as they
could, to go out in flames,” the
sheriff said.

The Reverend Franklin Gra-
ham, son of evangelist Billy Gra-
ham, delivered an impassioned
sermon at the memorial in which
he recalled that one of the vic-
tims. Cassie Bernall, 17. was
asked by one of the gunmen if she
believed in God and then was shot
dead when she said she did.
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Reno: Shooters’ parents face probe

WASHINGTON (Reuters)
— U.S. Attorney General
Janet Reno said on Sunday that
authorities investigating last
week’s Colorado school mas-
sacre would try to establish
what the parents of the two
youthful perpetrators knew of
their sons’ intentions.

Interviewed on NBC’s
“Meet the Press,” Reno said:
“It is important that we iden-
tify who is responsible for
them having guns, what the
parents knew or should have
known, and take appropriate
steps.”

Dylan Klebold, 17, and Eric
Harris, 18, shot and bombed
their way through Columbine
High School in Littleton,
Colorado last Tuesday. The

death toll was 15, including
the two shooters who appear
to have killed themselves.

Police said on Saturday that
the rampage was meticulously
planned and timed to coincide
with Adolf Hitler’s birthday.

Investigators said they had
uncovered a diary in the home
of one of the youths that
showed Klebold and Harris
planned the attack down to the
minute.

Police also found weapon
parts and other materials
clearly visible in one of the
suspect’s bedrooms. They sus-
pect that the two shooters had
accomplices who may have
helped them plan the massa-
cre and bring weapons and
explosives into the school.

Reno said state, local and
federal authorities would do
everything in their power to
see that all those responsible
for the killings were brought
to justice.

“If there are any leads, they
will be followed to the very
end,” she said.

Tipper Gore, wife of Vice
President Al Gore, struck a
different tone in an interview
on ABC’s "“This Week,” say-
ing Americans should feel
great compassion for the par-
ents of Harris and Klebold.

“They have suffered loss on
a scale that is hard to imagine
- their own children and the

to teach their children.

ttorney General Jénet Reno discusses the killings in Litt/eton, Colo.,
during NBC’s ‘Meet the Press’ in Washington Sunday. Reno said the
solution to preventing more outbreaks of youth violence is for parents

guilt and the burden that they
will have to live with all the
rest of their lives,” she said.
AP

Dunblane still coping with shooting

By ROBERT SEELY
DUNBLANE, Scotland (AP) —
From people in Dunblane there is
sympathy, anger and a knowledge
that Littleton, Colorado, will for
years be tarnished with the memory
of murder in its school.

“Atthisearly stage, words would
be meaningless. One has to love
themn and hug them. It won’t be the
same again.” said Canon Basil
O’Sullivan. apriest whocomforted
parents in Dunblane after a lone
gunman burst into the affluent
town’s primary school on March
13, 1996, and opened fire, killing
15 young children and one teacher.

Community workers and local
governmentofficials say “seismic”
incidents like school shootings are
followed by a long process of re-
building a town’s name, and of
attempting to minimize the harm
caused to its people.

*“There is no textbook on how to
cope, only the learning by experi-
ence,” said Keith Yates, chief ex-
ecutive of Stirling Council, in a

speech in Dunblane earlier this
month to social workers.

As well as coping with immedi-
ate demands — setting up help
lines, helping arrange funerals, co-
ordinating social workers, health
professionals and voluntary orga-
nizations — the council dealt with
delicate longer-term tasks such as
establishing when public grieving
should come to an end, something
that could have caused tension be-
tween bereaved parents and the
rest of Dunblane’s 9,000 people.

“Tragediessuchas Dunblane are
not about the short term. ... We are
talking about a process of recovery
that will continue for many years,”
Yates said.

Subsequent arguments about
what todo with more than 5 million
pounds ($8 million) sent from
people throughout the world also
caused friction in the town.

Ann Dickson, a member of the
local Stirling Council and a 30-
year resident of Dunblane, had one
important piece of advice for the

peopleof Littleton, where twoteen-
age gunmen killed 13 people and
themselves on Tuesday.

“The main thing the authorities
have got to get right is to involve
the community,” she said.

People in Dunblane have "aprac-
tical streak,” she said. "'If we have
a problem, we need to deal with it.
We kept people busy doing things,
not sitting back. From that point of
view, the gripes, the bitterness. was
kept to a minimum.”

Three years on, people in this
commuter town north of Glasgow
and Edinburgh have an overriding
wish to be allowed to get on with
life, and resent Dunblane’s con-
tinuing association with violence.

*No matter what happens in the
world, if some connection can be
made with Dunblane, we are news
again. Thisis one of the most awful
things that our bereaved families
have to face. Normally, if you lose
a member of your family, you are
not reminded of it in such a brutal,
violent way,” Mrs. Dickson said.

An unidentified mourner looks at the thousands of mementos Sunday at Clement Park in L/ttlto,”C',‘lo. fér

the victims of the Columbine shootings.

AP

Regional . ..

Continued from page 12

maximum benefit from the

promising technology around
us, especially as our communi-
ties merge into a regional vil-
lage,” Levi said

~ Forum Communications Min-

ister are meeting in Suva this
week to map out a communica-
tions strategy for the region, in
preparation for the Forum lead-

_ers.meeting in July.. ..

Division of Labor

In the Matter of: ) Labor Case No.:97-237
Ali, Shaid )
COMPLAINANT )
vS. )

)

)

PUBLIC NOTICE

The following employee and employer listed below in the above titled
case failed to maintain contact with the Division of Labor regard-
ing their case. Notice is hereby given that the case will be dismissed
unless the complainant(s) contacts labor investigator, Liz M, Agvei-
Mensah by phone 664-2007 at the Division of Labor, Enforcement
Section on or before April 28, 1999, Located on the 2nd Floor of
Afetna Building, San Antonio, Saipan.

Vicente T. Camacho
Respondent

1. Ali, Shaid (Employee)
2. Vicente T. Camacho (Employer)

Failure to appear at the Division on or before the date and time
specified above shall be ground for dismissal of the above cases and
appropriate action and/or sanction shall be taken against the above
individuals, including the referrals of their matters to the Immi-
gration Office for their actions.

Dated this 13th day of April, 1999.

/s/ GIL M. SAN NICOLAS
Director of Labor

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
Wepartment of Labor and Immigration

Division of Labor

PUBLIC NOTIGE

The following persons with pending Labor or Agency Case
are hereby notified to report to the Division of Labor, En-
forcement Section, Located on the 2nd Floor of Afetna Build-
ing, San Antonio, Saipan on the date prescribed below.

NAME LABOR/AGENCY CASE NO.
1. Dongmei Li Labor Case #98-125

HEARING DATE & TIME
4/28/99 1:30 p.m.

Failure to appear at the Division on or before the date and
time specified above shall be ground for dismissal of the above
cases and appropriate action and/or sanction shall be taken
against the above individuals, including the referrals of their
matters to the Immigration Office for their actions.

Dated this 23rd day of April, 1999.

/s/Gil M. San Nicolas
Director of Labor
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AGO. ..

Continued from page 3

Chinese workers from China
and has furnished the Depart-
ment of Labor and Immigration

various documents in order to
bring these workers to Saipan.
The workers claimed they
were required to pay defendants
almost $9,000 to obtain a two-
year contract job in Saipan.

Lawyer .

Continued from page 3

The aliens. who were aboard
boats headed to Guam when
they were apprehended by the
US Coast Guard. were brought

to Tinian to ease worries on
Guam that they would seek
political asylum there as pro-
vided by federal immigration
laws.

Unlike the CNMI, Guam is
under federal immigration
laws.

Onerheim . ..

Continued from page 11

threaten the integrity and dig-
nity of the individual process as
contemplated by the disqualifi-
cation statute,” Onerheim said.

Onerheim cited a provisionin
the statute that states that “a

judge shall also disqualify him-
self or herself if he or she, or his
or her spouse or the spouse or
such person, is a party to the
proceeding, is acting as a law-
yer in the proceeding, or is
known by the judge to have an
interest that could be substan-
tially affected by the outcome
of the proceeding.”

DEW ...

Continued from page 7

the effects of US environmental
protectionlaws have onthe CNMI
government’s push for economic

growth.

Division of Public Lands (DPL)
Director Bertha Leon Guerrero
has also lamented that USFWS
regulations have been delaying
efforts to open new homestead
sites.

Study .

Continued from page 6

shark finning™ and its inconsis-
tency with traditional native Ha-
waiianreligious beliefs. Sharks.
under Hawaiian culture. are re-
ferred to as “family gods.™ and
thus. the Hawaiian delegation
stated. allowing finning may
violate the American Indian Re-
ligious Freedom Act.

On the other hand,
WESTPAC reported that del-
egates from Guam. American
Samoa and the CNMI have
noted the abundance of sharks
in their waters.

Theyv recommended that the

Council identify funding to pro-
vide technical assistance for the
management of shark fisheries
and the marketing of fish prod-
ucts.

Other recommendations made
in the meetings are the follow-
ing:

* Initiate efforts to amend the
Endangered Species Act so that
the “take™ of green sea turtles
for cultural purposes is permit-
ted in Hawaii, Guam and the
CNML

#* Amend the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act to allow in-
formation to be gathered on
marine mammal interactions by

fishers without the possibility
of self-incrimination.

Eye doctor ...

Continued from page 8

vision. dryness or irritation,
neck and back ache.

Ancther computer-related
health problem is the “carpal
tunnel syndrome™ which devel-
ops with the hands and wrists,
and thought to be caused by
continuous typing.

Teno .

Continued from page 9

Hofschneider has previously
raised the possibility that the Kin-

dergarten program may be sus-
pended until appropriate funding
has been identified. Inos had in-
structed schools to open the regis-
tration for grade one up but not
for kindergarten.

Singapore ...
Continued from page 2

time Organization to solve the
safety problem of ships which are
not Y2K ready coming into
Singapore's harbor, Khong said.

Lim told journalists he hoped
other countries in the region will
reveal their compliance status

soon.

“Byinformingthe public,we’ve
been able to instill public confi-
dence,” Lim said.

Commenting on how individual
Singaporeans should prepare for
New Year’s Eve, Lim said stock-
piling food and water is not nec-
essary, He advised a “couple of
flashlights and candles” is all a
household should need.

US-Japan ...

Continued from page 2

Inside Japan, critics have at-
tacked the pact for failing to
specify in what geographical area
Tokyo would be required to help
U.S. forces. It is unclear, for ex-
ample, whether Japanese forces

would be obliged to help repel a
Chinese invasion of Taiwan,
which Beijing considers a ren-
egade province.

Some of Japan’s neighbors are
even less pleased. North Korea
has criticized the pact from the
start, and China has said that the
bolstered alliance would encour-
age instability in the region.

Reyes. ..

Continued from page 3

“If Retirement needs the $21
million just so they can invest it
abroad then Idon’t think it should
be a top priority,” Reyes said.

He noted that Retirement Fund,
which has assets amounting to
over $300 million, once reported

losmg $15 million in one trad-
ing day.

“I hope they can assist the
government by not demanding
payment for the $21 million,”
Reyes said.

Together with other ranking
legislators, Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio and his financial advis-
ers, Reyes will meet today with
Retirement Fund officials to

discuss the payment plan for

" the $21 million.

It was reported earlier that
since last year the cash-strapped
government has defaulted on
paying its employees’ contri-
butions to the Retirement Fund.

The government, every
month, has to come up with
some $850,00C¢ contribution
money.

Missing .

Continued from page 3

ning (CASP) program, which as-
sisted with the success of the res-
cue was cited.

The Coast Guard recommends
that all boaters file a float plan
with a friend or family member.
In addition boaters should keep
their vessel in good working con-
dition.

The Coast Guard urges all boat-

ers to keep all the required safety
equipment on board and to oper-
ate vessels within their capabili-
ties.

Boaters should keepacloseeye
on the weather conditions when
they go out to sea.

We Design & Print

« Brochures ¢ Calendars * Books « Menu Covers
« Posters « Corporate Logo « Letterheads
« Business Cards and more . ..

Younis Art Studio, Inc.

P.O. Box 231 Saipan MP 96950 Located in Garapan
Tel.: 234-6341 + 7578 + 9797 + Fax.: 234-9271

Publisher of:

“Marianas “Variety,

Micronesia's Leading Newspaper Since 1972

‘”\%&%

We've been a medium for
the public exchange of
ideas for many years. We
take that responsibility
seriously. Our goal is to
bring you the people and
events that touch your life
objectively. Without you,
we'd be speechless.

Al A NI L

YOUNIS ART
STUDIO., INC

]
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Russian, South Korean leaders discuss boosting ties

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
President Kim Dae-jung said
Monday his country would wel-
come any role Russia can play in
promoting peace between South
and North Korea.

Kim sought Moscow’s coop-
eration for his “sunshine policy”
of greater economic and diplo-
matic engagement with rival
North Korea when he met a Rus-
sian parliamentary delegation,

Pensions .

Continued from page 1

having difficuity in fully paying
the Fund as the government can-
not even meet its own projected
revenues.

“We have an obligation to pay
and we are working on it,” the
chief executive stressed.

The Fund, however, expressed
sympathy on the government’s in-
ability to pay in time due to the
crisis, but stated that the retirees are
the ones who will shoulder the
burden of waiting for the govern-
ment to finally pay its obligations.

Retirees may receive their pen-
sion later than the scheduled date
or lesser than what they are sup-
posed to receive until the govern-
ment starts paying.

The Fund regularly sends a let-
ter to Finance Secretary Lucy
DLG. Nielsenreminding the gov-
ernment of its obligations to the

Fund.

The Fund’s stock market in-
vestments suffered a $12.3 mil-
lion loss in February, reversing
the $11.5 million gain of the pre-
vious month.

Although the Fund shrugged
off fears that the downward trend
for the one-month period will af-
fect the retirement benefits, simi-
lar ‘negative’ performance in the
coming months will do affect the
Fund’ operations.

While the Fund gives out some
$27.6 million annually to pay for
retirees’ benefits, its fiscal year:
to-date stock market assets as of
end-February is pegged at
$43,216,446, on top of the re-
sources gained from the Fund’s
local investments.

Camacho said the Fund will
start sending invitations to the

. govemor, the Legislature and the

Department of Finance for an-
other meeting to discuss the
government’s payment scheme.

Virus...

Gontinued from page 1

Another Chernobyl virus ver-
sion, less common, strikes com-

- puters on the 26th day of any

month.
The viruses, believed to origi-
nate in Taiwan, attempt to erase a

- computer's hard-drive and write

gibberish to the computer’s sys-
tem settings — called its Bios —
that would prevent the machine
from being restarted.

Webb said the best thing to do
is to consult computer experts
once a computer crashes or does
not restart.

“Awareness of the virus helps.
But when it already happens to
you, the best thing to do is to
consult computer experts since
you can no longer open files and
look at the Website using the same
infected computer,” Webb said.

Unlike the recent ‘Melissa’

scare, which automatically propa-

gated viae-mail, this virusdoesn’t
spread as quickly because it re-
quires a person to launch an in-
fected program file to contami-
nate a computer.

The virus, however, is signifi-
cantly more destructive to the

computers itinfectbecauseit goes
directly to the hardware.

Despite Chernobyl's severity,
warnings from many experts
lacked any sense of panic or im-
pending doom because the virus
was firstdiscovered in May 1998,
giving antivirus companies many
months to develop free software
updates to identify and destroy it.

“It(Chernobyl virus) could have
been sitting there for months now
but has not attacked until April
26,” said Webb.

The Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT)at Camnegie
Mellon University reassured the
public that off-the-shelf antivirus
software can prevent infection,
and several companies offered
free inoculationtools on their Web
sites.

Network Associates Inc., for
example, said its popular McAfee
software recognized Chernobyl
as early as June last year, and
Symantec Corp. said its Norton
Antivirus program identified
Chernoby! before August.

Onebigrisk of getting the virus
stems from a polen[ial infection
on a company’s computer net-
work, which could then rapidly
spread to individual computers.

Senators .

Continued from page 1

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio a few
months later after being told that
the Senate would reject her ap-
pointment due to “several con-
cerns.”

ButKara, the only current Cabi-
net member whose nomination
was not confirmed by the Senate,
remained as acting attorney gen-
eral.

Last December, the Senate
votéd to reject her nomination,
which administration lawyers said
could not be done because Kara’s

name had already been with-
drawn.

Senators, however, argued that
Kara remains the attormey gen-
eral in fact.

They said their action rejecting
her nomination also disallowed
herserving as acting attorney gen-
eral.

Kara in an earlier interview said
she welcomes the Senate move to
bring the issue of her appointment
1o the Supreme Court, but reiter-
ated that she will only resign if
asked by the governor or the court.

Kara said AGO disagrees with
the legal arguments sct out in the
Senate resolution.

aides said.

The eight-member delegation,
led by Gennady Seleznyov,
speaker of the lower house of
parliament, arrived Sunday for a
four-day visit.

Made up of members from all
political parties in parliament, the
delegation also planned to meet
local industrialists as well gov-
ernment and parliamentary lead-
ers to discuss trade and invest-

ment.

Meeting the Russian visitors
over breakfast, Kim suggested
expanding Korean peace talks to

involve'Russia and Japan. They
now are being conducted by the
two Koreas, the United States and
China,

Russia reportedly is unhappy
that it has been excluded from the
talks, but Kim’s idea has drawn a
lukewarm response from the
United States.

Russia, alongtime ally of North
Korea, opened formal diplomatic
relations with SouthKoreain 1990
and its influence over North Ko-
rea has waned.

“Russia will do its best ... to
contribute to the peaceful reunifi-

cation of the two Koreas,” the
chief South Korean presidential
spokesman quoted Seleznyov as
telling Kim.

“Russia is truly important for
us, and its cooperation is essential
to peace on the Korea peninsula,”
Kim told Seleznyov, according to
the spokesman.

Kim said he hopes to sign an
agreementin Moscow in late May
calling for South Korean invest-
ment in an industrial park to be
built in Russia’s Far Eastern re-
gion of Nakhodka, the spokes-
man said.
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to request that CUC bring down
the governmentrate from 20 cents
a kilowatt hour to the 16-cent per
kwh commercial rate.

Nielsen, according to Mathis,
has disclosed that the $10-million
annual utility billing“is very much
adding up to the overall govern-
ment deficit.”

Nielsen’s request was consid-
ered by the CUC Board, which
passed resolution 98-10 regard-
ing the matter on Nov. 24, 1998,
and which has resulted to the se-
ries of public hearings CUC held
on Rota, Tinian and Saipan last
week.

The CUC Board will hold a
second voting of the resolution
based onresults of the public hear-
ings whenitconvenesnext month.
If approved, the reduced govern-
mentrates will take effectinabout
10 days.

Theutility agency standstolose
about $100,000 a month if the
rate is rolled back to 16 cents per
kwh.

Despite this however, Mathis
said a recent independent rate
study showed that CUC has been
“charging the government more
than it actually costs us to pro-
duce the electricity (for them).”

Government, it will be recalled,
used to pay CUC 16 cents per
kwh several years back.

The rate was increased during
the latter part of the 1980s after
government bailed out CUC by
paying forits projects. The utility
agency offset government’s ex-
penses by increasing the rate to 20
cents/kwh and not collecting the
monthly bills tohave itsubtracted

:
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from the total amount CUC owes
the public sector.

When the payments wereeven-
tually completed, the rate did not
automatically go back to its old
level due to the oil crisis caused
by the Gulf war in the early 1990s
and huge debts CUC had accu-
mulated in the early 1990s —$ 7
million in bills with Mobil Qil
Marianas and $10 million with
Mitsubishi Corp.

The utility agency managed to
eventually settle the debts and has
become financially sound to af-
ford a government rate rollback.

Mathis said the utility firm will
make up for the $100,000 monthly
loss by implementing cost-cut-
tingmeasures like decreased staff-
ing, buying cheaper service ve-
hicles and lesser office equipment.

Mathis said the public will ben-

efit the most from the reduced
governmentrates, explaining that
each governmentagency may then
use the saved money on impor-
tant, pending projects.

“The (Public School System),
for instance, can save money that
(officials) can then use on school
projects like more chairs and
tables,” Mathis said.

“The same goes through with
the (Commonwealth Health Cen-
ter, Commonwealth Ports Author-
ity) and other agencies,” she
added.

A deduction on the rate will
also ease the burden on
government’s utility bills.

o
: )R R
Concrete, 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom,
Fully Furnished, Trash & Lawn Provided,
$600 Utilities Excluded
Tel. 288-1209 Bep, 236-7368
6:00-PM - 10:00PM

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms - Swimming Pool Tennis Court

KANNAT GARDENS'

"(NEAR NORTHERNMARJANAS COLLEGE) -
235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Weekdays) 235-9620, 234-5849 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Eversday including Sat. & Sun)

company.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public and to all our
valued customres tha Mr. Nerson Ramon is no
longer connected and employed by RELIABLE
COLLECTION AGENCY, INC. effective April
19, 1999. Any transaction entered through him
on or after this date will not be honored by the

The Management
RELIABLE COLLECTION AGENCY, INC.
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DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: i some reason your advertisement is incomrect, call us
immediately to make the necessary comections. The Marianas Variety
[ News and Views is responsiole only for one incorrect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.

Job Vacancy
Announcement

PUBI.IG NOTIGE

All interested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & Immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.
For further assistance,
please call Aifred A. Pangelinan at
Tel. 664-2078.

02 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:S3.05 per
hour

Contact: C AND V ENTERPRISES dba
Potato House Tel. 234-0381(4/
27)T30643

06 PAINTER-Salary:S3.05 per hour
01 MASON-Salary:S3.05 per hour
01 COOK-Salary:S3.05 per hour
03 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: G.C.G. & COMPANY, INC. Tel.
288 7166 4/2/)T30638

01 HEA\JY EQUIPMENT MECHANIC
Salary:33.50 per hour

Contact: MOTION AUTOMOTIVE RE-
PAIR CENTER, INC. Tel. 235-3451(4/
271778046

Ci AUTOBODY REPAIR- Salary 83 05
Der hour

Coniact; MELITON R. MENDEZ dba
\Wide Technical Services Tel. 322-
11104 2/)T30640

Ol SALES CLERK Salary $3.05 per

hour
01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-

ary:$550.00 per month

Contact: NEW YORK CORPORATION
cdba Zion Market Tel. 234-8722(4/
27)T30636

Ol SECURITY GUARD Salary $3.05
ner hour

Contact: SABLAN ENTERPRISES, INC.
Tel 234 1558(4 27)T78057

(ASST SUPERVlSOR) ACCOUN

Tr\l 1T-Salary:$4.50-6.45 per hour

01 (SUPERVISOR) COOK-Sal-
ary:$4.05-4.25 per hour

12 WAITRESS/WAITER-Salary:54.00-
4.05 per hour

03 BARTENDER-Salary:54.00-4.05 per
hour

01 AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN-
Salary:54.00-4.15 per hour

03 COOK-Salary:54.00-4.15 per hour
Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORPORA-
TION dba Hafadal Beach Hotel Tel. 234-
6495(4/27)T78049

01AC REFRIGERATION MECHANIC-
Salary:$3.25 per hour
01 COOK-Salary:S3.25 per hour
01 WAITER-Salary:$3.05-3.45 per hour
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:53.25 per
hour
Contact: PACIFIC MICRONESIACOR-
PORATION dba Dai-Ichi Hotel Tel. 234-
p-412(5’11 778184

01 PAINTER Salary 83 05 per hour

01 JANITOR-Salary:S3.05 per hour
02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:5900.00
per month

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:S3.05 per hour

Contact: PHILIPPINE GOODS CON-
STRUCTION, INC. dba General Con-
struction Contractor Tel. 234-6485(5/
4)T78170

01 STORE MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,050.00 per month

Contact: PHILIPPINE GOODS, INC.
dba Retaihing & Gen. Merchandise Tel.
234-6486 (0/4)T78204

03 WAITRESS Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: PHILIPPINE GOODS, INC.
dba Folk Pub & Restaurant, etc. Tel.
234-0455(5/4)T78203

01 ARCHITECT-Salary:$750.00 per
month

03 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.20 per hour
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.20 per
hour

01 WELDER-Salary:$3.20 per hour

02 MASON-Salary:$3.15 per hour

01 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary:S3.20 per hour
Contact: EMILIO P. QUIATCHON SR.
dba EQ Construction Tel. 234-8827(4/
27)T30650

02 SECURITY GUARDS-Salary:$3.25
per hour

Contact: JUAN M. BORJA Tel. 234-
7000(4/27)730649

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:3$3.75 per
hour

Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENT., INC.
Tel. 233-3990(4/27)T30648

01 HEAVY (EQUIPMENT OPERATOR)
TRUCK DRIVER-Salary:$3.05-5.00 per
hour

Contact: CONWOOD PRODUCTS,
INC. Tel. 235-3501(4/27)T30647

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
02 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ELECTRIC!AN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MR. BIDENCIO C. AMADO
dba ABC Construction Company Tel.
256 0221(4/27)T30646

10 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER BLDG -
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR
Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: JIN APPAREL, INC. Tel. 234-
3252(4/27)T30645

01 DENTAL ASSISTANT-Salary: 83 05-
8.00 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CLINIC dba Family Den-
tistry/Optical Clinic Tel. 234-6008(4/
27)730644

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING REPAIR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

03 WAITRESS (NIGHTCLUB)-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

09 DANCER-Salary:83.05 per hour
Contact: STAR FOUR CORPORATION
dba Stariite Disco/Karaoke Club Tel. 234-
5520(5/4)T30735

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$1,000.00
per month

Contact: ENGINEERING MGNT. &
PLANNING CORP. dba Empsco-Saipan
Tel. 233- 9213(5/4)T3074O

01 OFFICE MANAGER Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,300.00 per
month

Contact: JESUS V. DLGUERRERO dba
JM & Associates Tel. 235-4710(5/
4)T78198

01 MANAGER-Salary: $3.05-1,500.00
per month

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-800.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-700.00
per month-

02 H.E. OPERATOR-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

Contact: ORIENTAL ENTERPRISES
INC. dba Marianas Communication Ser-
vices Tel. 234-7878(5/4)178201

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIR, BLDG.-
Salary:$3.75 per hour

Contact: ANTONIO S. CAMACHO dba
Westpac Freight Tel. 322-1212(5/
4)T30737

01 BAKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MARIANAS HOTEL SER-
VICES CO., LTD. Tel. 233-6621(5/
4)T78183

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.25-4.00
per hour

Contact: SAIPAN ICE & WATER CO.,,
INC. Tel. 322-6130(5/11)T78288

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.50 per
hour

Contact: MOTION AUTO SHOP CEN-
TER Tel. 235-3481(5/11)T78289

02 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.69-5.54 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.43-5.84 per hour

07 TEACHER (PRIVATE)-Salary:$3.69-
6.28 per hour

Contact: GRACE CHRISTIAN ACAD-
EMY dba Grace Christian Academy Tel.
322-3320(5/11)T78280

06 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: CHINA HOASHI ENT. CORP.
Tel. 234-2347(5/11)T30829

01 MANAGER, (BUS TRANSPORTA-
TION)-Salary:$1,000.00-2,300.00 per
month

Communicate with japanese customers
in speaking, writing & reading preferred
and make reports to mother company
in japan.

Contact: SAIPAN SANKO TRANSPOR-
TATION, INC. Tel. 235-7621(5/
11)T30830

01 BOAT MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05-
5.00 per hour

01 MANAGER, OPERATIOS-Sal-
ary:$4.00-7.00 per hour

Contact: TROPICAL LEISURE
SPORTS, INC. Tel. 233-8574(5/
11)T30831

01 THERAPIST-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: RAINWATER-SAIPAN, INC.
dba Winnie's Hairhouse Tel. 235-
0703(5/11)T30832

01 CHIEF MECHANIC-Sal-
ary:5$1,000.00-1,300.00 per month
Contact: SHIMIZU CORPORATION Tel.
234-5438(5/11)T30834

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 OFFFICE MANAGER-Salary:$650.00-
1,050.00 per month

Contact: CHANGSHIN RESORT SPN.
CORP. dba Riviera Hotel Tle. 235-
4991( 5/4)T30731

Ol ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Sal
ary:$3.05 per hour

02 SEWING MACHINE MECHANIC-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 SHIPPING MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month

01 (PACKER) SUPERVISOR (GAR-
MENT)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

03 CUTTING SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

04 SEWING (MACHINE) SUPERVI-
SOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ELECTRIC!AN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 QUALITY CHECKER (SUPERVI-
SOR)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: EUROTEX SAIPAN INC. Tel.
234 5273(5/4)T78197

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANEFI Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN FUSHIM! CO. LTD.
dba Sugar King Hotel Tel. 234-6164(5/
4)730739

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

03 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: PARK'S CORPORATION dba
Kung Chun Restaurant Tel. 234-1249(5/
11)T30833

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: MACHOMES (SAIPAN) CO.,
LTD. Tel. 234-9100(5/11)T30835

01 (ASST) MANAGER Salary $3.50
per hour

Contact: MICRONESIAN SERVICE
ADJUSTMENT CORP. Tel. 322-6727(5/
11)T30836

01 WAITRESS/WAITER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: SUMIN INT'L. INC. dba Fujiya
Lounge Restaurant Tel. 233-8830(5/
11)730837

02 DRY CLEANER-Satary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

Contact: FABRICLEAN OF CNMI, INC.
dba Marianas Cleaners Tel, 234-6239(5/
11)T30839

01 WAITER- Salary 53 05 3 50 per hour
01 COOK-Salary:$3.95-3.25 per hour

Contact: J & JEVENTERPRISES, INC.
dba Caie de France Tel. 233 2031(5/
11)T78296

01 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary:$3.05-6.00 per hour

02 QUALITY CONTROL MANAGER-
Salary:$1,000.00-1,800.00 per month
Contact: LI & FUNG (EXPORTS), LTD.
Tel. 322-0419(5/11)T30838

01 POKER ATTENDANT-Salary:$3.25
per hour

Contact: SAIPAN INVESTMENT DEV.
CO. dba Saipan Poker Tel. 322-5595(5/
11)T30843

01 (GOLF COURSE MAINTENANCE
LABORER) GROUNDSKEEPER II-Sal-
ary:$3.20-3.50 per hour

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05-
3.35 per hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.10-3.40 per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.15 per hour
01 CLEANER, HOUSEKEEPING-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.35 per hour

Contact: KAN PACIFIC SAIPAN, LTD.
Tel. 322-4691(5/11)T78293

WANTED

- Filipinos wants to work in Taiwan as
Factory Worker

- Must be a coliege graduate,
dependable & trust worthy

Call: Danied Lin Ted. 288-8471 » Gel: 483-8484

- HOUSE
FOR RENT

Avail. Furnished or Unfurnished.
3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath,
w/Utility Room and 1 Car Garage.
Trash Collection and
Lawn Maintenance included.

Located in San Vicente
Call: 234-7490 - ELLA

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER,
BUILDING-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: PEDRO Q. BABAUTA dba
Michael's Maintenance & Repair Tel.
234-3947(4/26)M30632

03 (DIVING) SPORTS INSTRUCTOR-
Salary:$5.00 per hour

Contact: BREEZE SAIPAN, INC. dba
Breeze Diving Academy Tel. 235-
0500(5/11)T30840

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

01 LABORER, STORES-Salary:$3.05
per hour

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE, (GEN.
MERCHANDISE)-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 DRIVER, SALES ROUTE-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: M & P CORP. Tel. 234-1361(5/
11)T78294

LT GUBE COLOR PRITIG £0, LID.

SALESLADY

knowledge in computer operation.
We'll provide fraining
Salary depends on experience.

Call: 235-2293

APARTMENT FOR BENT
- Studio Type = $25

I Bedroom - $300
Koblerville Call: 288-3430 (eveing)

- FOR RENT -

1,475 SQ. FT. IST FLOOR
LOCATED IN CHALAN KANOA
FRONT OF SMILE MARKET BESIDE

l’Ol\l R (.A\"ll‘

, TEL. MS. SHlIII(_II()N(ySUI\nI 2335-3861

l:nmmenclal Space/llpantment ';

count price of $2,000.00 per month.

NICE HOUSES FOR RENT

« Executive house with five (5) bedrooms, three (3) bathrooms, two (2) kitchens, four (4) car
garage, large living rooms and patio over 5,000 square fect is available for lease at a dis-

+ Executive house newly built with four (4) bedrooms, three (3) bulhmoms, two (2) patios,
covered garage, secured fence around the house at a discounted price of $1,500.00
- Three bedrooms with extra guest room, two (2) bathrooms, three (3) car garage, large
barbecue house with secured fence around the house at a discounted price of $1,100.00.
All of the houses are located in a quite neighborhood at San Vicente. They are also included water tanks
with pressurized water pumps. If you arc interested to see any of these houses, please call telephone
number 235-9009 and leave your name and telephone number.

transfer of title.

.S. Miarshal Aumetion
Wedmnesday, Agpril 23, 1 3DD
Horiguehi BBuildimg 2 PPV
Minimum acceptable bid is $500, sealed bids will be accepted until 2 PM Wednesday,
April 28, 1999, bids will be open promptly at 2pm. This is in nced of repair, front wind-

shield, side window and steering column are damaged, the vehicle will be sold “AS IS,
WHERE 1S” with a very low reserve. The U.S. Marshal must confirm the sale prior to

1988 Toyota Pick-up 4x4
4’ lift kit, aluminum mags, oversized tires, headers
84,000 miles

The auction will take place at the U.S. Marshal’s Office on the first floor of the Horiguchi
Building, please call Deputy Rex Fullmer for inspection and questions, 234-6563.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

VESTCOR VILLAGE CAPITOL HILL

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT

For more information: Gontact Tel. # 322-3797/3798

SPECTACULAR VIEWS

House Lots for Lease < 100 sq. m. Lots
o Mt. Tapuchao « View Managaha Islands « Road Access
* klectricity « Water « Payment Accepted
o 54.95 Year Lease

Please call Lisa at Tel. # 234-5684

| EVERVIHING 1S CHANGING
S0 FASTTHEE Dhes (K2
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SOMEBODY QUGHT TO
WRITE & MUSIKAL
QAEDY ABOUT (T...

I'M CREATING THE
ILLOSION OF
MOVEMENT

Www.comitzone com

IT'S NOT
WORKING

YOU NEED
PUSTING

YOU DIDIT, SIR !
i'M PROUD OF YOU ..

THANK YOU, %
MARCIE. THANK ]

YOU..

‘aup ‘ejeoipuAS 2iNlEBd PANUN 686¢ O

I DIDN'T THINK YOU'D
DO IT, BUT YOU DID IT!

“THE D-MINUS
HALL OF
FAME"!

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

TUESDAY, APR. 27, 1999
The coming week is sure to favor
individuals with vivid dreams and
highaspirations. Those witha great
deal of vision, idealism and imagi-
nation are sure to be rewarded in
ways thathave yettobe dreamed of
by most mere mortals. The stars
have great things in store for those
who are willing to combine the
need to be practical with the desire
to take a flight of fancy. Such a
combination of the solidly real and
the colorfully whimsical should be
enoughto allow anyone to succeed
in new and remarkable ways this
week. The more one strives to
achieve the “impossible™ this week,
the more the rewards are likely to
please.

This is a fine week for the timid
to be brave, and for the brave to be
even more aggressive thanusual in
the pursuit of their dreams. Ro-
mantic intentions are not likely to
be overlooked this week. The ob-
ject of one’s affections is sure to
know exactly what’s going on at
thistime, and may very well ask for
a demonstration!

ARIES (March 21-April 4) —
You're likely to find yourself en-
gaged in some kind of argument
with someone who claims to be a
friend. Don’t push things too far.
(April 5-April 19) — You'll find
it necessary to follow all the rules
this week, but some interpretation
may be necessary.

TAURUS (April 20-May 5) —
You’re feeling as though things are
notsettling as they should, butthere
are still a few pieces of the puzzle
out of place. Be patient. (May 6-
May 20) — You're going to want
10 stay in touch this week with all

those who have been of help to you
in the past.

GEMINI (May 21-June 6) —
Youdon’t want to attempt so much
that yourun yourselfintothe ground
this week. Avoid exhaustion by
pacing yourself. Rest when you
must! (June 7-June 20) — You’ll
find yourself remembering things
in such a way that everything is
colored in happier hues.

CANCER (June 21-July 7) —
Something youdearly wantislikely
to be made available to you this
week, but you’re going to have to
be in the right place at the right
time. (July 8-July 22) —Don’ttry
to skirt the issue this week when a
friend begins to talk about some-
thing important to him.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 7) — Are
you really willing to go out of your
way for someone whohas been*in
the way™ in the past? The stars will
surely favor such generosity this
week. (Aug. 8-Aug. 22) — You
mustn’t let an error early in the
week keep you from continuing
your work when the time comes.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 7) —
You are likely tobe put incharge of
something quite important this
week, but you're best to keep your
responsibility a secret for the time
being. (Sept. 8-Sept. 22) — Ques-
tions of “"destiny" are likely to arise
more than once this week. Are you
on the right track?

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 7) —
You can put animaginative spin on
your endeavors this week and im-
press those who are in charge of
certain major projects. You may
receive a reward. (Oct. 8-Oct. 22)
— The time has come for you to
ask for assistance from those who

know what you’re really up to.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 7) —
You may find yourself in some-
thing of a quandary early in the
week, butif you put yourmind toit,
you can surely overcome this and
other obstacles. (Nov. 8-Nov. 21)
— Your reaction to certain devel-
opments may be misinterpreted by
those who do not know you well.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.22-Dec.
7) — You can expect others to be
onyour tail throughout the week. If
you pace yourself and trust inexpe-
rience, you can outmaneuver al-
most anyone. (Dec. 8-Dec. 21) —
You’ll be able to make the most of
your situation this week. Teach
others what you’ve learned.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-]Jan. 6)
-— Are you really as sure of yourself
asyouseem? Thetime may come this
week for you to prove that you really
do know all you claimto know. (Jan.
7-Jan. 19) — With patience and
confidence, you should be able to
outlastsomeone whoisalsovying for
the same reward.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 3)
— Do you know where you stand
this week? A quick assessment of
your situation should reveal a few
things that will prove important to
you. (Feb. 4-Feb. 18) — Take
your time this week, and don’t be
rushed by anyone, even by those
who are giving the orders.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 5) —
There’s no reason for you to put it
all on the line this week. You'll
want to pick and choose with care,
risking only what you can afford to
lose. (March 6-March 20) — It
may be time for you to dispense
with old, outdated methods and try
something new. Be daring!

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

ACROSS 47 Killed ]
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John Elway celebrates a Broncos fourth quarter touchdown against the
Altanta Falcons in Super Bowl XXXIIl in Miami. Elway has told friends
he is retmng from football after 16 brilliant seasons. AP

: MIAMI (AP) — Chx 1§ Chﬁ S int two ree throws wi
leftastheNew Y ork Knicksov ercame a20—pomt deficit and the \oss i

“'Childs, who fi mshed wzth eightpomts, rOWS
finished New York's 1mprobable comeback Sunday by W
jump ball against Hardaway in the final second: i L

Ewing sat out the game because of 2 ﬂareup of: hxs sore left
Achmes tendon, an unfortunate turn as New York“struwles o stay
in the Eastern Conference playoff race... .

Larry Johnson fed the Knicks with 23 points.

Alonzo Mourning took advantage of Ewing’s absence to score 29
points, but had only two in the final quarter,

Suns 85, Rockets 71

At Phoenix, Jason Kidd had hls sixth triple- -double of the season,
and Rex Chapman scored 16 of his 22 ponts in the second half to

" keep Phoenix rolling.

Kidd, who escaped injury after sliding into acourtsxde tab_le in the

 third penod had 22 points, 14 assists and 10 rebounds. il

The Suns, who moved into sixth place in the Western Conference.
last week, are 8-3 in their last 11. games. Scottie Pippen led the
Rockets with 21 points, Hakeem Olajuwon had 16 and Charles
Barkley had 13 points and 11 rebounds. © - . :

‘Pistons 91, Raptors 83

Ai Tororuo, Jerry Stackhotise had. 24 pomts‘as Detroit stoppcd 2

' 'thme-game slide while continuing its maste -of Toronto,

~Grant Hill scored 18 points and keyed. ,a2 2nun early inthe game :
0 improve Detroit’ : 3.2 :

 Toronto. Detroit als ended a four~game road losmg__n treak.

Broncos prepare for
Elway’s departure

By JOHN MOSSMAN
DENVER (AP) — For years, the
Denver Broncos’ offense consisted
of John Elway and 10 other guys.

Gradually, the Broncos became
more than a showcase for one daz-
zling quarterback. But now, with
Elway's retirement set, the Super
Bowl champions enter uncharted
terrain.

After 16 seasons, the unparal-
leled master of the two-minute drill
is leaving football.

Elway all but announced his re-
tirement Saturday in an interview
with Denver TV station KCNC in -
Pebble Beach, California, where
he was playing in a golf tourna-
ment.

“For so many years everything
in my family has revolved around
me. It’s time for that to change,”
the 38-year-old quarterback said.
“I really accomplished everything
Iwanted to. There’s no real upside
to coming back.”

Later in the day, Elway told The
Associated Press: “1 know every-
body wants to know, but I'm not
going to talk about it right now.
There’ll be an announcement next
week. That’s all Thave to say about
it for now.”

Sources close to Elway, speak-

lngoncondltlonofanonymlty said
he has told friends he is leaving the
game.

Elway reportedly considered
announcing his decision two weeks
ago, but owner Pat Bowlen was in
Australia promoting the Broncos’
preseason game there. Then last
week, the announcement was fur-
ther delayed because of the school
shootings in suburban Littleton.

Out of respect for the victims,
some of whose funerals were sched-
uled for Monday, the Broncos fur-
ther delayed an Elway announce-
ment.

“We're shooting for a mldweek
press conference, most likely
Wednesday,” Broncos spokesman
Jim Saccomano said Sunday night.

“I’ve talked to him and he told
me what he’s going to do,” Bron-
cos coach Mike Shanahan said.
“But I’'m not going to comment.
I'm going to let John make his
announcement.”

Bowlen, while declining to con-
firm Elway’s plans, said Saturday
night: “I've known this was com-
ing for a long time.”

Running back Terrell Davis told
the Denver Post: “This really lets
some air out of your system. It’s
going to be tough to come back and

o

not see him in the huddle. ...
really think this year we 're going to
face as much adversity as we’ve
ever faced. We're really going to
see how much resolve this team
has now.”

While Elway earned his second
straight Super Bowl title and the
game’s MVP honor last January
with a 34-19 victory over Atlanta,
he missed all or part of six games
with hamstring, back and rib inju-
ries.

Instead, it was Davis, a 2,008-
yard (1,835-meter) rusher and win-
ner of the league’s MVP award,
who carried the team.

With Elway gone, Bubby Brister
steps in. Brister slipped seamlessly
into’ the lineup last season and
guided the Broncos to a 4-0 record
while Elway was out.

Brister, who turns 37 in August,
hasn’t started more than eight
games in a season since 1990. The
backup is Brian Griese, a third-
round draft choice in 1998 with
limited experience.

So,the Denver Rocky Mountain
News reported, the Broncos
agreed to sign Chris Miller, who
turns 34 in August and retired
four years ago because of concus-
sions.

All .

Continued from page 28

SCOorer.

Carr’s NBA career ended in
1981. His number 34 jersey was
retired and still hangs at Cavs
Arena, on display.

Austin Carris scheduled to join
other former professional athletes
coming to CNMI in July.

The group is part of the All-

Sports Challenge, whose aim is to
send a message to youngsters.
Their message is for kids to get
involved in sports and stay in
school.

Last July, former NFL Cleve-
land Browns’ Cleo Miller came
to the CNMI as part of the first
visitof the All—Sports Challenge.

In an earlier press release from
Frank Rosario, the Governor’s
Office stated “Gov. Pedro P.

Tenorio has given his full support
with a $50,000. donation”.

“These professional athletes
will interact with out youth, con-
ductsportsclinics,...and hold ses-
sion with youth groups on the
importance of education, thenega-
tive effects of using drugs and the
value of fitness and sports,” said
Sakovich, in the release.

The All-Sports Challenge is
scheduled for July 9 until the 17.

Takanohana. ..

Continued from page 28

announce his retirement, Kyodo
News reported.

After suffering a shoulder injury.
which forced him out of the spring
tourney in Osaka, Takanohana took
the prestigious east yokozuna slot
forthe SummerGrand Sumo Tour-
namentat Tokyo’s Ryogoku Sumo
Arena.

Hisyoungerbrother, Wakanchana,
who also withdrew from the Osaka

toumament with an injury, was
ranked as head of the west side.

The rankings are based on perfor-
mance in the previous tournament,
with the east positions carrying more
prestige than those of the west.

The west ozeki slots were assigned
to Takanonami, who lost to
Musashimaru on the last day of the

Osaka tournament, and Chiyotaikai,
who pulled out of the spring contest
with a broken nose. Takanonami fin-
ished the toumey 12-3.

Kyokushuzan, or Mongolian
Batbayar Davaa, fell to No. 4
maegashira(seniorwrestler) fromNo.
3after finishing 7-8 in Osaka. Fellow
Mongolian Kyokutenho, or
TsevegnyamNyamjav, movedtoNo.
14maegashira (senior wrestler) from
No. 1 in the juryo division, just
below the senior makuuchi divi-
sion.

In juryo, Hoshitango, or Ar-
gentine Imach Marcelo Salomon,
rose to No. 7 from No. 11 after
finishing at 9-6 in the spring tour-
nament.

In the makushita division be-
low juryo, Kaishinzan, or Ameri-
can Henry Armstrong Miller, was
promotedto No. 9 from No. 11 after

Track .

Continued from page 28

men’s and women's races. Indi-
vidual, distance, include the all-
out, 100 meters.
The 200, 400, 800 and 1500
meter sprints are included.
Four-man relay teams will race
either the 100m or the 400 meters.
Shot-put and discuss throwing

contest are both included, as isthe
javelin distance throw.

Finishing up the list of sched-
uled activities for the National
Track and Field Championship
will be the long-jump.

Following the National Cham-
pionships, will be the All-Schools
Championship track and field
tournament which is scheduled
for May 22. Italso, will be held at
the Susupe Sports Complex track.

finishing 4-3 in Osaka.

Hoshiandesu, or Argentine Jose
Antonio Juarez, who finished 5-2 in
the spring bout, was promoted to No.
16 from No. 27.

Brazilian wrestler Wakaazume, or
Yoshinobu Kuroda, rose to the No.
17 from No. 22 after finishing the
last tourney with a 4-3 record.

Kyokutenzan, or Enkhbat
Batmunkha from Mongolia,
slipped to No. 2 in the sandanme,
the second-highest juniordivision,
from No. 46 in makushita. His
record stood at 3-4.

Kuniazuma, or Vader Ramos
of Brazil, moved to No. 32 in
sandanme from No. 20in jonidan,
the second-highest junior division.

Samoa .

Continued from page 28

pected between September and
October this year.

“I was very encouraged by the
response from Leota, he was very
positive about the outiook of a
major fight here before the end of
the year,” said Tua’s manager.

“l think it's something the
people of Samoa can really get
behind. It can be a major event
associated with the
millennium, " Barry said.

P . —-
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Fleisher wins Home Depot title

CHARLOTTE,North Carolina
(AP) — Bruce Fleisher won for
the third time in just seven U.S.
Senior PGA Tour starts, sinking a
1-meter (3-foot) birdie putt on the
18th hole for a one-stroke victory
Sunday in the Home Depot Invi-
tational.

Fleisher shot a 3-under-par 69
on the Tournament Players Club
atPiper Glento finish at 11-under
205, one shot better than Terry
Dill and Jim Holtgrieve — whose
mother died Saturday night.

Allen Doyle, DeWitt Weaver
and Ireland’s Christy O’Connor
finished two strokes back.

Fleisher’s victory came in dra-
matic fashion.

He started the 17th hole at 9
under, one shot behind Doyle,
Holtgrieve and Weaver. But
Fleisher sent a 9-iron shot within
3 meters (10 feet) of the cup on
the par-3 hole, then knocked in
his putt for birdie to move into a
tie.

While Fleisher was on the move,
others began to falter.

Ahead onthe 18thhole, Weaver
shanked his second shot into the

hospitality tents on the right side
of the fairway and three-putted
for a bogey to finish at 9 under.
Holtgrieve found a bunker on his
second shot and couldn’t get up
and down in two shots. He settled
for par to finish at 10 under.

Doyle, who won the PGA Se-
niors’ Championship last week,
seemed in control of the tourna-
ment entering the 17th, but over-
shot the green and landed in the
water. He settled for bogey and
fell out of contention at 9 under.

“That really opened the door,”
Fleisher said.

It was up to Fleisher or Dill to
win the tournament on No. 18.

But while Dill could only man-
age par, Fleisher put together four
fantastic shots to make birdie.

Fleisher hit a conservative tee
shot and laid up perfectly with a
7-iron. He hit wedge from less
than 90 meters (100 yards) out to
within a meter (3 feet) of the hole.
He calmly lined up his putt and
knocked it in for the win,

“It seemed like it was a 10-foot
putt the way I had been putting
today,” said Fleisher, who added

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico
(AP) — With his ring entrance last-
inglongerthantheactual fight, WBA
bantamweight champion Johnny
Tapiaknockedout AlbertoMartinez
in the first round of a non-title bout.

Tapiatook justundertwominutes
to reach the ring Saturday night,
accompanied by laser lights and a
Harley Davidson motorcycle.

But it took just 1:43 to dispose of
his Mexican challenger with aright
hook to the face.

The punch was the first that Tapia
really connected. The bout was a
warmupfor Tapia, who faces Paulie
AyalainaJune 26showdowninas
Vegas. It will be the first pay-per-

Tapia scores first
round knockout

view event Tapia has headlined.

Tapia, whose record is now 46-0-
2 with 24 knockouts, said the punch
was the hardest right he’s ever
thrown.

“I'm tired of going home with
headaches,” said Tapia, who was
bomn in Albuquerque. *“This way I
just get my paycheck and go home.

I'm only getting stronger, get-
ting better.”’

Tapia dedicated the fight to
the students of Columbine High
School in Colorado, where a re-
cent shooting rampage left 15
people dead, and to longtime
Albuquerque Tribune reporter
Carlos Salazar.

Johnny Tapia (left) in Albuquerque, N.M., Saturday. Ap

that he lacked concentration all
week.

Fleisher collected dirs 180,000
forthe victory, moving past Doyle
into first place on the money list.

In addition to his victories,
Fleisher has been second twice
and third once. His worst perfor-
mance was 27th at the rain-short-
ened Tradition. He has won dlrs
827,550.

O’Connor made a bold run try-
ing to catch the leaders.

The Irishman started the day at

Conners tops
Pernfors in

BTI flnals

RALEIGH, North Carolina
(AP) — Top seeded Jimmy
Connors beat Mikael Pernfors 6-
1, 6-4 to win the BTI Champions
senior tennis tournament.

The defending tournament
champion did not lose a set on the
way to capturing the title and the
dlrs 40,000 winner’s check Sun-
day.

Connors lost his first service
game against Pernfors and then
reeled off six straight games to
win the first set in a rout.

Pernfors rallied in the second
set and knotted the score at 4-4.
ButConnorssurvived several long
rallies in the next game to break
his Swedish opponent, then held
serve to end the match.

“That’s about as well as I've
played in the last three years or
s0,” Connors said. “If I could play
that way day inand day out,I'dbe
wishing I wasn’t 46 years old.”

The win moved Connors into
second place in the senior tour’s
point standings behind Mansour
Bahrami of France. Pernfors, who
reached his first title match in his
two years on the senior tour, is in
third place.

Gene Mayer and Australia’s
John Fitzgerald won the doubles
title, defeating Bahrami and Johan
Kreik 7-6, 6-4.

Alberto Martinez lies on the mat after being knocked out in the first round of a non- m/e fight by an exu/tanl

2 under, but birdied the first hole
and then eagled the par-5 second
en route to a 65. O’Connor had a
9-meter (30-foot) eagle putt on
the 18th green that would have
tied him temporarily for-the lead

at 10 under, but it missed by
inches.

“It had a double break to it and
Sfeet (1.5 meters) outIsaid itwas
all over the hole,” he said. “It’s a

pity.”

Bruce Fleisher hits the ball onto the green in fhe Home Depot
Invitational Senior PGA tournament at Piper Glen in Charlotte, N.C. on
Sunday. Fleisher won the tournament, shooting 11-under par. ap

Orel Hershiser (1-2) took the loss, gwm gupfive mns on four hxts-
“and five walks over four-plus innings. : '
: Reds 7, Astros 6

At Cincmnati, Pokey Reese hit a tiebreaking homer in the sixth
inning-as Cincinnati beat Houston.

‘With'the scored tied 5-3 Sunday, Reese hit a leadoff homer off
reliever Doug Henry (0-1). One outlater, Mike Cameron tripled and
scored on Greg Vaughn's single to make it 7-5.

Pete Harnisch (2-’7) got the victory despite blowing a 4-0 lesd. He
went six innings, allowing ﬁve runs and seven hits wuh three walks
and six‘strikeouts.

Rookie Scott lelnmson pltched three i mnmgs for his first career
save.

' Phillies 8, Expos 6
At Monneak ‘pinch-hitter Alex Arias’ tiebreaking two-run single
, keyed Phxladelphra S fom-mn rally in the mmh off Montreal closer
Ugueth Urbina..
Urbma‘(l 2) smrted the ninth aftel the Expos had ncd the game at

: smg]e zmd athrowingerror by catcher Michael Barretto on Glanvme 8
: 'qteal of second a}]owmg Anas to score: fmm thxrd ; ;

~2) allowed three runs and sevcnhxts in flVC innings
in hxs fourth major league start.”
-:Diamondbacks 5, Padres 3, 11 Innings
At San Diego, Ia ay Bell’s second home ran of the game, a two-run
shot in the 1ith inning camed Anzona to its sixth victory in seven
games.’ : i
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k meet set 17

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
THE TRACK and Field National
Championships tournament is
slated for May 17 and 18. The
two-day events are scheduled to
take place at Susupe Sports Com-

“It is an open invitation for
island residents to participate,”
said Elias Rangamar.

Rangamar is coordinating the
eventas afundraiser, also, for the
CNMI National Track and Field
team. It will also give the com-
munity a chance to meet their

plex, outdoor track.

Kelly Bruce and Mark Thompson pose prior to sailing in the 8th Annual
North Pacific Championships, held earlier this month. The pair took

second place in the two- day race.

Photos by Tony Celis
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. By Tony Celis
Variety News Staff

“IF WE can reach just one child or help one family we have made

All Sports Challen e%
to bring NBA’s Carr

- a difference” is Austin Carr's motto, as stated in an All- -Sports

~ Challenge press release.

Austm Carr, a former NBA Cleveland Cavaliers player. His
professional basketball career began in 1971 as a first round draft

pick by the Cavaliers.

During his college days, as a Fighting Irish—Notre Dame
Umvemty—Cau was a two-time All- Amencan He was Notre
Dame’s all—time leading scorer with a 34.5 points per game,

average.

l
|
3
j NBA's All-Rookie team.

m

His first year in the professional ranks, Carr was named to the

He eventually became the Cavaliers’ second all-time leading

Continued on page 26

Samoa possnble site of
boxing extravaganza

APIA (Pacnews)—Samoan Gov-
emment officials are looking at
the possibility of a boxing ex-
travaganza featuring Samoa's top
professional boxers, including
heavyweighttitle contender David
Tua to mark the millennium cel-
ebrations at the end of the year.

Tua and Maselino Masoe are in
Apia with manager, Kevin Barry.
“The reason fortheir visit is for
Kevin Barry to look at a possible
match for David Tua,” Sports
Minister, Leotaa Lu I said
The Tua boxing match is ex-
Continued on page 26

track and field representatives to
the SPG.

The South Pacific Games will
be played in Guam beginning May
29 and conclude June 12.

A, modest, two-dollar ($2.00)
fee will be charged each partici-
pant for each event entered.

No-Fear beats
'MHS All-Stars

By Tony Celis

Variety News Staff
NO FEAR defeated the Marianas
High School All-Stars, in the first
ballgame of a best-of-five, rocball
tournament, yesterday of MHS’s
Pugua (rocball) court.

Despite fielding just three play-
ers in theirline-up, No Feareasily
controlled the ballgame. No Fear
won the first three sets, 9—0,
16—7 and 18—38.

Desperately fighting backin the
fourth set, All-Stars eventually
came outon top, and did notallow
No Fear to win by juice, thereby
forcing o-kon (overtime).

Tyce Mister scored a goal, setting
up the first o-kon win for All-Stars.

No Fear’s attack in second o-
kon was too much for All-Stars,
as Patrick Pua put the finishing
touch with a two-point kee, for
the match.

The second ballgame is sched-
uled for today.

A very high twenty aces were
scored during the ballgame. Two
xunks, 17 kees and five goals were
also scored.

No Fear’s John Rubuenog was
the heavy hitter of the ballgame,
with four aces, one xunk, six kees
and a goal for 25 points.

Elias Rangamar and Murray
Ricketts are the CNMI's National
Track and Field team manager
and coach, respectively.

Four male sprinters make up
this year’s CNMI SPG team.

Running the 100/200m will be
Stanley Iakopo.

Antonio Ichiou is entered in the
200/400 meter races.

: eee ,

.;F131 T’s team
'SUVA (Pacnews)—Fiji will
“ send a development team for the
- South Pacific Games rugby com-
' petition.

. This is against an invitation
by the SPG Council that Fiji
:sends the squad that won the
“Hong Kong 7’s last month,

¢ Fiji Rugby Football Union
“administrator, Tevita Ratuva
- said the number one team would
_be engaged in the Air France

and Jerusalem sevens tourna-
ments during the two weeks

Ketson “Jack™ Kabirie is en-
tered in the longer800/1500 meter
races.

Representing the CNMI in
marathon (26.2 mi) race, will be
veteran long distance runner, Joe
Santos, of Rota.

The May 17,18 track and field
tournament will include both

Continued on page 26

going to SPG

South Pacific Games in Guam.

“Playerswilibeselected from
a pool of 20 players that the
FRFU had before the Inter-
national sevens. We have an
abundance of sevens talents
apart from the ten that will
go to France and Israel,”
Ratuva said.

Fiji will compete in 19
sports and will send a con-
tingent of 300 athletes.

The SPG games is scheduled
from May 29 - June 12.

TOKYO (AP) — Japan's fa-
mous yokozuna (grand cham-
pion) brothers Takanohana and
Wakanohana took the top slots
in the east and west lineup for
the 15-day summer tournament
starting May 9, according to
rankings released Monday by
the Japan Sumo Association.
Hawaiian-born
Musashimaru, who earned a
fourth Emperor’s Cup at the
spring tourney with a 13-2

Takanohana, Wakanohana
ranked top in tournament

record, was ranked as the top
ozeki (champion) for a fifth
straight time as he works to win
promotion to yokozuna.

Akebono, also from Hawaii,
joins Takanohana as the other
east yokozuna after having sat
out of the past three tourna-
ments with a back injury.

A poor showing by the wres-
tler, whose given name is Chad
Rowan, could prompt him to

Continued on page 26

San V/cente A’s l/tt/e leaguers wait the/r turn on the f/e/d at San Vlcente basega]/ Park over the weekend
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