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BUCHAREST! 

• The World Population Conference was a strange 
mixture of infuriating rhetoric, time-wasting proce­
dural nonsense, hard-working back-stage compro­
mise, occasional flashes of revealed truth, valW1ble 
human contact, sunshine and indigestion - physlcal 
and mental. 

,, Over thi·ec million dol/(Lrs wc-ro spent. A forest of 
11avc1· W CLS ttsed up. Th e cynics had ci field day. 

• Yet in the end consensus emerged. The 136 govern­
ment representatives went away with a Plan of Ac­
tion, less specific than the draft document, but 
bringing the world nearer to two fundamental 
truths: 

Population is an important factor in 
developmen t. 

ll'omen should be co11 s-idercd CL S equal 
pco-t11 ers w ith 111e1t 

• .1,200 delegates have been exposed to the conference. 
A good deal of ignorance has been cleared away. 

• Even John D. Rockefeller has joined the consensus 
posilon that population growth is not the primary 
source of the poverty, disease, illiteracy and gross 
inequality which churacterlzes the world. 

• The-re is no conflict between ·uo/Jmfory po.,rulaticm 
programs and th e basic hzmian right of i1uliuiduals 
to det ermine th eir oum fertility . 

• Tho World Popufation Conference took place againsl 
·an ominous background of world inflation and finan­
cial crisis. 

* The rccunc11t emphasis on 11ational sovereignty docs 
not oivc r1reat hope for internat ional measttres to 
m eet the really tiroent needs of pe01ile afflicted by 
11ovcrty crnd famine . 

-Editorial, People, Voh!me I, Number 6. 

* Unlike previous meetings of population experts m· 
1927, 1954 and 1965, the World Population Confer­
ence was a political gathering of government dele­
gates from 186 nalions. 

• It took place in Bucharest from August 19 through 
August 30, 1974. It was preceded by a youth con­
ference, attended by 230 delegates, not all under the 
30-year-old age limit. 

• Over 50 background papers were produced. 

" The Secretary Gc11 eral WM Antonio Carrillo-Flores 
- a Mexican diplomat, jurist, and scJio/ar- who 
s·pent two yca,·s in preparing th e conference, tra­
vellill!J around th e 1~·0,-/cl three t im es. 

• l\Jany third world and socialist governments were 
determined to rewrite the plan, to put less emphasis 
on the demographic approach and more on the need 
for social and economic development to combat pov­
erly. 

" O1i the last 1no1·11i110 of the conf erc11co, 011 /y the Holy 
S ec rcfusecl to be nssociatecl with the co11se11sus. 

* The Population Tribune met in intensive discussion, 
with 1,400 participants! 80 papers were presented, 
and 40 films were shown! 

• A folk festival, a painting competition, and a model 
rural hospital were among the fringe activities. 

,:, In the Inst days of the conference Ra.jccu S ethi 
sta.gcd an exhibilio 1i of ln.dian villagcrs-bri11yi110 
attention ba.ck to w here it bl'1011[Jed: the 1vor!.d's 
veople. 

-Midsummer Merry Go Round 



Fulher Arthur i'tlcCormnek, Cnthollc 1>rlest, missionnry 
and scholar--a former member of the Vatican Justice 
and Peace Commission, and specinl consultant to Mr. 
Carlllo-Flores-gh•es this assessment of the confer­
ence: 

* The purpose of the Population Conference was to 
provide tlhe population inpnt for over-all United Na­
tions strategy for socio-eco11omic developme11t and 
lmman welfare. 

• The conference wns not meant to be tnken in isola­
tion. It should not be divorced from this master 
plan. 

• The Draft World Population Plan of Action was var­
iously decried at the Conference as an American 
document, a work of United Nations bureaucrats, a 
Malthusian fabrication with a purely demographic 
attitude. 

* It was n011e of these things. 

• The draft plan was the result of wide international 
discussion. It had been presented to five regional 
conferences in April and May of 1974. 

* In the first week of the conference, a concerted at­
tack on the plan was led by Argentina, with its 68 
proposed amendments. 

• The attack on the plan even went so far as to 
suppress inconvenient facts. 

* This is the 'D011.'t-tell-me-the-facts, they-stc,,p--me­
thinlcing' attitude, which is helvful in -promoting a 
shaky thecwy, but hardly what 011e w011ld e:tpect in 
an intenia.U01zal c011ference. 

• Axgentina and Brazil are frankly, and not unreason­
ably, populationist. They have large tracts of land 
which are empty and capahle of being developed. 

* Some other Latin American countries were· so con­
vinced of the need for development, and for a new 
economic order, that they refused to consider popu­
lation at all - or only in terms of development. 

* African c01111t·ries were c1mvi11ced--a.11cl quite plau-
1,ibly-that their need wa.s developme11t, not 11opu­
lation volicie.~. 

* Strangest of nil wns Chi-nn. Although for over n 
decade it has hnd an effecti\'e population policy, and 
- ncc_ording to reports - a ,•ery e.ffective family 

planning program, it came out in extrel!'e terms "'.ith 
an attack on the 'myth' of population expl0!!1on, 
expressing a confidence in the future that was wildly 
and unrealistically optimistic. 

• A great deal of rhetoric and few facts supported 
the e:ctreme developmentnlism of some. 

"' S01ne cowitries were far more influenced by ideolo­
gical or political--e. g. anti-Ame·rican-se11tinumts 
than by rat·i011al arg1tine11ts. 

" One of the reasons for these attitudes was that de­
legations were led by politicians, some of whom had 
lit tie expertise in population, and had not partici­
pated in the preparntions for the conference. 

¢ The system· of each nat·ion hewing one vote was ili­

appropriatc at a popitlaticm c01ifere11.ce. An African 
c01mtr11 with half a mill-i011 people had the same 
voti11g p01uer as India with her 1600 million. 

* In the background papers of the conference, 4~ coun­
tries thought their populations were too high, and 
wished to reduce their rate of growth. This included 
large countries like India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Bang­
ladesh, 

* The majority at the c011fere,nce was made up of 
. 111nall countries. It was, therefore, possible _to get 
a c01npletdy distorted picture of world p~ 
ti01i avprnvcd by a majority. 

• Several speakers wanted to drive a stake Into old 
Malthus. Anyone who gave the facts nnd numbers 
was labeled as Malthusian. 

* The impression was gh•en that developed countries­
especially the United States-believe in aid to family 
planning rath~r than to development. This belies 
the fact. 

* The Asian.~ led a. ccmnter-attack, to preven t the vlan 
from being nwt·ilated. Th ey fought to have the 
views of two-thfrds of the deueloving -w01·ld ade­
quatelv represented. 

• The position of India, in my 01:iinion, w11s balllnced 
nncl moderate. 

* The' e-xtreme developruentalists aroused scepticism 
because they prop0sed complete development, social 
justice and a new economic order as a 1>rerec1ulsitc 
for the success of population policies. _ 

$ Comparing the revised plan with the original draft 
plan, the losses seem to be in theoretical · analysis, 
not in action. 

" 'J'he revised Plan of Actio-n is a valuable set of 
guidelines fo-r the whole world co-mmunity. 

* ·The Population Conference was a great success in 
obtaining a consensus for this important slatement. 

• Two very important inter-related subjects were 
hardly touched in the Plan of Action: food and 
energy. 

* There was deafening silence abo-ut the consequences 
of tlie emergence of the oil-rich fourth world, a.nd 
the possibly disastr01ts consequences of exvensive 
oil to some developing countriu. 

* In the spring there were embryonic signs of a gen­
uine breaking down of barriers and a spirit of coop­
eration rather than confrontation. From this point 
of view, parts of the rhetoric of Bucharest repre­
sented a step backward. 

"' It is to be h<YJ)ed ,that the Food C01iference will not 
repeat these mi.stakes! 

• • • • • 
When Father Arthur McCormack was working in 
Rome, on the Justice and Peace Commission, he' said, 
mournfully: 

"You hear, s01netimes, about the loneliness of 
the long distance runner. But this can not be 
c01npared to the lmz.eliness of tl1e populatiC>n ex­
pert, in the Vatican. 

Bucharest made strange bedfellows. Reaction against 
the Draft Pinn of Action led the Africans to come in 
singing! They beat drums and chanted their desire 
for more children, more people, more life, more de­
velopment, more aid for developm~nt, and 11:ss C?n­
sumerism in trni U.S.A. A few Afr1cnn countries, hke 
Ghana, sang outside the chorus. 

Latin America simply refused to admit that the prob­
lem of the world was population. 

The advocates of women's liberation stormed through 
the streets with placards. The women were wearing 
litfla buttons, saying: "J\!y body is mine!" They 
marched into the conference halls and took over the 
sessions, by sheer numbers, showing incredible ~nergy. 
The male delegates looked nt the women, nnd listened 
to them, in wild surmise-like stout Cm·tez upon a peak 
in Darien. 

Chinn came in fiercely against the draft plan - all 
teeth and claws. Of all the nations in the world, they 
probably have the most carefully elaborated population 
policy, despite the·ir fiery anti-imperialistic rhetoric, 
which led them to denounce the whole conference as a 
capitalistic plot against the poor. 

The Vcitican brcmght in amendments to the draft plan. ­
China brought in more amendnumts. The desperate 
working committee--ha.rd-pressed and under siege, 
t·n.Jing to give evenJ011e a v oice--brc,,ught out a c01n­
bined document entitled: 

Amendments proposed by the Republic of Chi­
na and by the Vatican. 

The delegates fr01n China were furious! They ·refused 
to be associated with tlie delegates from the Vatica11,­
even -in a common protest. They demanded that the 
document be withdraHJn, and destroyed. 

It was. Hurriedly. At once, while the delegates were 
already in the hall. 

Representatives of 136 nations waited for two hours 
while the poor secretaries in the mimeograph depart­
ment turned out a new edition, in which the proposed 
amendments were printed separately. 

At first blush, this looks like a bad omen for world 
peace. 

But at least e11ery011e said what he really thm1gh1. Th e 
delegates clid not sm.i.le at each other, -with their teeth. 

The Africans danced and chanted; the women sang in -
the streets; the Chinese shouted in the conference 
halls; the Latin Americans had the great thrill of lead­
ing a revolution in Roumania, instead of in South Ame- . 
rica; the Vatican diplomats said their piece to the 
world, and stood their ground with dignity against 13:i 
sovereign states; steam rose over Bucharest in great 
clouds. 

And perha.ps this is e:ra.ctly U'hat thP U'orld ·needed. 

Dialogue! 

"' On the World Population Conference: 

"It wiU be said ti1ttt this conference ill ef on th e 
e1:e of the greatest famin e ·in the ll'orld. and tha.t 
th e co-nfercm.ce d id not recognize t/11:, . It will be · 
j1ulged for this, 1>11 future ge-11ernticn1s." 

On the People's Tribune: 

"Th e acoustics in this room 1vere made in i: cll!" 

-Doctor l\largnret :\leacl 



• On the formnl panel sessions of the Tribune: 

"Like first year 11niversity lectures. Hopeless for 
discussion or dcbat~!" 

-Michael White 

"l-Iarclly <L scholar's 111cetiny!" 

-Population specialist 

• , When three papers lasting twenty minutes each 
were being delivered one after the other, they hnd to 
be very good to keep the audience from sleep or from 
the 11nack bnrs outside. 

,. In the second week fewer people were attending the 
panel sessions, and nwre were crowding into adjoin­
ing rooms for spo11 ta11eo11s discussi011. Tlzc Trib1111e 
t hus began to score good m arks f &1· spo·11tancity. 

• Even John D. Rockefeller went to the rostrum and 
made obeisance towards social and economic deve­
lopment. 

• Asian participants were genuinely surprised to find 
their simple nsserlion : "We have a population pro­
blem!" unacceptable to some African and Latin Ame­
rican colleagues. 

I 

• Three different types of meeting were struggling to 
make them.selvM felt: 

• The stand of Algerln: 

' ''1'/zc po7111lation explosion is not the ccutsc, b11t 
the rc~·11lt of m1dcr-devclopmcnt. It is 110 l011ycr 
just a qucsti01i of the tlzird w orld stabil-izing P<YJ>-
11latio11. The dcvcloped worl,J,· 11111st 1mt a brake 
on ovc·r-consllmption! 

• The stand of Argentina: 

"We wcw t to increase Olli' pop11lation, to aid d.e­
vel(YJ>ment and progress. Ill.stead of carryi11g Ollt 
ind iscriminate birth control vroumms, the worul 
shollld increase its food 71rod11ci11(l capacity. The 
poor countries can not be c:i:cpectcd to reduce their 
71opulati01i _(Jrowt/z so that the ·richer ones ca11 
111ai11tain <L hig/1cr standard of li·ving!" 

• The stand of the Philippines: 

"IVc hope to recluce 011r papulation growth from 
9.19b to 2.SS~ ." 

• The general stand of Africa: 

"IVc wa-nt more pe01)1e ! Development, not bi?-th 
control!" 

* The stand of China: 

"The most precious treasnre 1·n CLll the worl<l is 
1nan!11 

• A computer analysis of nil the spoken and written 
words uttered at the conference would undoubtedly 
show that the word most frequently used was: 
" development." 

The olcl-fashioncd f ormal co11fercnce, with a set • The second word most frequently used wns: 
age11da, and tJ1 e i11 te11tio11 of r C(1 chi11y some SJ)eci- "women." 
fie co11cl1LSion . . 

'l'lw c011f.ere11ce of. sv.cci<ilists, .,prese11 ti11g c111ditc 
papci·s to each other. 

The conclave of activists, lobbyists and 1>ressure 
urcmps-interested not in motions or in papers, 
but -in ideas, [O'r 11sc in the ficlcl. 

• Asia and Oceania had clearer targets for population 
growth tbnn any other part of the world. 

~ Few c01rnt1·ies in La.tin A111crica admitted to CL vo1>· 
11/ation vroblcm, and several wished to increase thei r 
numbers. 

• By entirely different routes all cnme to the same 
conclusion: that the third world should not try lo 
achieve development, or the dignity of woman, by 
emulnting the methods of the first world. 

Editor's note: 

1lll of the c01nme11ts on tlze wor/cl P<YJntlation Co11,­
f erence, printed in this issue of The Communica­
tor, are dmwn from a s-pccicil ·issue of: People, 
volume 1, 111imbcr 5, 1974 . 

Next 1veek we will present tlze hiyhl iyhts of the 
official W01'ld Plan of Action, mul the unofficia l 
final slatvme11t of the Tribune. 
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