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Congress of the Anited States

THashington, BEL 20515
July 22, 1998

The Honorable Madeleine Albright
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2200 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Madam Secretary:

As you prepare for the Manila Post-Ministerial Conference of the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), we are writing to express our hope that you will take a strong
stand with the other Conference attendees regarding the actions of the Burmese junta.

In recent weeks, the State Peace and Development Council -- formerly the State Law and
Order Restoration Council -- (SPDC/SLORC) has intensified its repression of pro-democracy
forces in Burma, particularly elected parliamentarians from the National League for Democracy
(NLD). NLD parliamentarians have been confined to their hometowns and forced to report to
local intelligence authorities twice a day for several weeks. The military has taken this action in
response to the NLD’s demand that the duly-elected parliament be convened. On July 7* -- the
36™ anniversary of the brutal crackdown on pro-democracy student demonstrators -- Aung San
Suu Kyi was stopped by military police as she attempted to visit NLD members outside

Rangoon. Following an overnight standoff with police, she returned to Rangoon but has been
told she is not permitted to leave.

Such provocative actions by the military are inexcusable, but typify the lengths to which
the SPDC/SLORC is willing to go to suppress the democratic impulses of the Burmese people.
The actions of the past month followed a wave of arrests in May, and are merely the latest in a

long line of repressive actions taken by the SPDC/SLORC to maintain its illegitimate grip on
power.

[t is our understanding that several members of ASEAN have indicated a willingness to
reassess the doctrine of non-interference that has been a guiding principle of the organization
since its founding, and that the behavior of the Burmese generals is a leading cause for this. We
are encouraged by this potential change and urge the U.S. delegation to encourage the ASEAN
countries and our other allies to express their support for the NLD and Aung San Suu Kyi by
speaking out against the recent actions of the SPDC/SLORC -- especially the detention of elected
parliamentarians who defied restrictions on their freedom of movement. American leadership is
vital in this effort, and we trust that you will continue to be a forceful advocate of strong action
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