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TOMORROW, I AM TAKING A SAD JOURNEY TO HAWAII TO 

PAY MY LAST RESPECTS TO HAWAII’S FIRST SENATOR, AND 

HAWAII’S MOST DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC SERVANT, THE HONORABLE 

OREN E. LONG, WHO PASSED AWAY TODAY.

SENATOR LONG WAS TRULY HAWAII'S FIRST CITIZEN.

PAGES IN HIS LIFE COVER NEARLY FIVE DECADES OF DEDICATED, 

UNSELFISH, AND HONEST PUBLIC SERVICE. HE SERVED 

HAWAII’S PEOPLE FIRST AS A SOCIAL WORKER, THEN AS A 

SCHOOL TEACHER, A SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, THE DIRECTOR OF 

PUBLIC WELFARE, THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

THE SECRETARY OF THE TERRITORY OF HAWAII, THE GOVERNOR 

OF THE TERRITORY OF HAWAII, AND AS A MEMBER OF THE 

TERRITORIAL LEGISLATURE. IN 1959, THE PEOPLE OF HAWAII, 

IN APPRECIATION OF HIS GREAT PUBLIC SERVICE AND IN 

RECOGNITION OF HIS IMMENSE STORE OF TALENT AND INTEGRITY, 

ELECTED HIM AS ONE OF OUR FIRST UNITED STATES SENATORS 

TO SERVE THE NEW STATE OF HAWAII.

HAWAII WILL LONG REMEMBER OREN E. LONG. TODAY IS 

A SAD DAY FOR ALL OF US IN HAWAII. HAWAII HAS LOST A

KINDLY GENTLEMAN



KINDLY GENTLEMAN. HAWAII HAS LOST A LEADER, AND I 

THINK ALL OF US HAVE LOST A GREAT FRIEND OF WHOM 

LAWRENCE FUCHS HAS WRITTEN IN HIS BOOK, HAWAII PONO:

“HE SUPPORTED... AND FAVORED PROGRESSIVE LEGISLATION 

TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH, WELFARE, AND EDUCATION OF 

HAWAII’S PEOPLE.. . .HE NEITHER PATRONIZED NOR DISPARAGED 

ANY OF HAWAII’S RACIAL GROUPS. .. .HE WORKED BEHIND THE 

SCENES TO FURTHER HAWAII’S EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM, SUPPORTING 

SUCH DYNAMIC TEACHERS AS MILES CARY AND VISITING PARENT­

TEACHER GROUPS THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS.. . .IN MANY OF 

HIS APPOINTMENTS.. .AND IN HIS LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS, HE 

REVEALED HIS LIFE-LONG INTEREST IN EXTENDING OPPORTUNITY 

TO THE UNDERDOG.”

WE SHALL ALL MISS THIS GOOD AND GALLANT GENTLEMAN.


