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EARLY VOYAGERS OF THE PACIFIC

OCEAN.

N OTHING could have been more fascinating to the youth of
the 16th century than that mysterious ocean, called by
Magellan, the Pacific.

What a time it must have been ?
We, who live now and know in a general way something of

almost every corner of the globe, we, who pick up information
from any cheap encyclopedia, can form a very faint idea of what
feeling must have been aroused by the discoveries in the Pacific.
I have talked with the old forty-niners of California—I have
talked with those who have taken untold wealth from the Aus-
tralian Gold Fields, and both sets of men have shown me that
a vista of wealth was opened out suddenly before them, and how
that reacted upon their characters and their actions. Of such
men we have still some in our midst, though the number is
thinning out very rapidly. But what were the gold fields of
California and Australia in the present century to the apparent-
ly boundless possibilities of wealth opened out between 1500
and 1600 ? It must have been, to the people of that time, what
it would be to those of ours if we got communication with the
Planet Mars and opened out a new field into illimitable space.
The narrow world broke its bonds, and though its religious
fetters still clung to it, the wide range offered and the necessary
freedom, which had to come when people were away from central
authority, laid a foundation of freedom, and free thought for
which, at the present day, we can only be too thankful. This
the West did for the East.

What possibilities there were ! What could not any one do,
who had a brave heart and a tough constitution ? A new world
had been discovered, and why should there not be other worlds
to discover. The men of that day knew of the Pacific Ocean, it
is true. Marco Polo, a mighty shrewd old Venetian, as every
one knows who has looked through his book—and minus exag-
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geration a very interesting one—(I am not sure, however, that
the exaggeration does not add a picturesqueness to the story) —
well, Marco Polo had told about the western shore of the Pacific
as far back as 1293, and a couple of hundred years or so after,
the Portuguese were comfortably established in the Moluccas.
But it was not till the time of Balboa that people began to think
of the unknown possibilities of the ocean.

Gold and jewels and fine estates had been won by Cortez and
Pizarro, and why should not others do likewise ? There was
a sea before them, and, as it seemed, untold wealth. So there
was always a stir among the Spaniards settled along the coasts
of Mexico and Peru, and expedition after expedition was fitted
out. It was nearly always a money making scheme. The fact
is that before the latter end of the 18th century these voyages
were all money making schemes.

Among those who managed to raise money among their
friends or got Court patronage to help them fit out an expedition
was Alvaro Mendana de Negra. He was among the earliest ad-
venturers, and I have been asked to tell you something about
him. He started on his first piece of work in 1567. You must
remember that Magellan's voyage was commenced in 1519 and
the news of it only reached Europe in the early part of Septem-
ber, 1522. Before Mendana there had been barely a dozen ex-
peditions into the unknown and the results had not been very
great. Along the Line had been discovered several groups of
islands but the bulk of them it has been impossible to identify.
They have given employment to geographers ever since, and
everv one has some pet theory. Among other theories is the
discovery of the Hawaiian group. I know that their calcula-
tions were most egregiously wrong, and that in many instances
nothing could be made out of their figures.

It was really a magnificent field to let one's imagination run
loose. On the continent for instance there were seven rich cities
filled with gold and jewels that every great leader in Mexico
was sure lay a little to the north of him. The good friar Father
Niza got them evolved out of the inner conciousness of his
Indian friends—I would not say out of his own—and kept a
couple of Vice-roys hunting them up. Of course they did not
find them. Some other phenomenal prevaricator declared that
he had got hold of them, Don Cornado was his name, but he
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found no gold, only copper, and I don't think he found that in
any abundance. As to the islands of the great sea they were
reported to produce anything. There were pearls, there was
gold, there were mountains of vermilion, silver, spices, and
above all things there was the great inducement to "drive the
devil from the tyrannical possession which he had held for so
many ages, usurping to himself the adoration of those people."
The words quoted are from a despatch of Philip II., who fully
believed in the devil and other evil spirits, and I trust found
them elsewhere. However, the devil was a very real entity in
those days, and it was the proper thing to go and fight him.
In the process of the conversion of his followers, many might be
killed and were killed, but it was all done in a good cause.
Every piratical expedition fitted out was for the glory of Chris-
tianity and the pockets of its votaries.

Before coming to Mendana and his two voyages it might be
well to really see what had been done and give you the results
of his predecessors' work.

For myself I always divide the history of the Pacific into
four eras :

1st. The period anterior to discovery, a dim dream land of
legends and myths which catch the imagination of those who
make folk-lore a science.

2nd. The period of spasmodic discovery from 1513 to 1766
which ended with Byron's voyage.

3rd. The period of systematic discovery under Wallis, Cook
and Vancouver, and coming down to the thoroughly scientific
expeditions of the present century.

Lastly to be considered is the period of colonization which
overlaps my third division.

Mendana belongs to the second period and I have chosen him
to speak of because he is the only one of that period who
formed a definite plan. In his second voyage he went to find
something that he knew about and went for the purpose of colon-
ization. He did not succeed and he lost his life in the attempt,
but he none the less shines forth conspicuously.

With the exception of Mendana no one, during the period of
253 years, had adopted a plan of either making use of their
discoveries for purposes of colonization or for entering upon a
proper communication with the island inhabitants, nor had any



one attempted to improve the natives themselves or to add to
the indigenous productions. I used the word proper advisedly,
for the communications of Le Maire and Schouten had no influ-
ence upon the relations of the Home Islanders with the civilized
world.

Now what had been done. In 1513 Balboa had crossed the
Isthmus of Darien as it was then called, now Panama, and had
taken possession of everything beyond the horizon, in the name
of his Lord and Master the King of Spain. Then, till 1519, a
number of people went poking along both north and south,
chiefly south, to find out a route or a channel into the great
ocean. That Magellan hit upon, by getting through the straits
that have ever since borne his name. He sailed across the
ocean, sighting only two uninhabited islands south of the line,
and discovered the Ladrone islands.

I shall hastily enumerate the rest.
In 1522 Gonzales d'Avila gained a knowledge of the west

coast of America as far as the gulf of San Miguel. The inior-
mation was further extended by an expedition of Cortez in the
same year. The whole of the Peruvian episode started in 1524
which ended in giving a great province to Spain in South Am-
erica, and which gave Pizarro his name in history. In the same
year, Loyasa started with seven vessels from Corunna, sailed
through the straits, and one island, San Bartolome was dis-
covered after his death. His successor died four days after him.
Voyaging was no joke in those days ! In 1526 on a voyage to
the Moluccas, Don Jorge de Meneses, being blown out of his
course, got a glimpse of Papua or New Guinea. An expedition,
fitted out by Cortez in 1528 and put in charge of Alvaro de
Saavedra, resulted in the discovery of three small groups. The
squadron was scattered and two vessels were never heard from.
Of these one is conjectured to have been wrecked on the Hawa-
iian Islands. Bezerra and Grijalva in 1533 headed an expedi-
tion to look after some mutineers who had broken away from
a small expedition fitted out by Cortez. This led to the dis-
covery of lower California, considered by its discoverers to be an
island. Grijalva in 1537 was sent to the assistance of Pizarro
and then went forth into the unknown sea discovering several
of the Line Islands, his " O Acea " is identified with Christmas
Island. In 1539 Alonza de Comargo settled the continuity of


