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Tourist Explosion Forecast:

Coleman Emphasizes TT-GuamTeamwork

The Trust Territory and Guam are in
for an overflow of visitors in the next
five years.

“This infiux can be dangerous be-
cause it can lead to complacency,”
Stanton E. Read, research director, Pac-
ific Area Travel Association (PATA),
told a joint meeting of the Trust Terri-
tory-Guam Tourist Promotion Commit-
tee Dec. 8 at the Guam Tokyo Hotel.

The travel executive also warned that
the local tourist industry will be facing
“severe neighboring Okinawa.

“Okinawa is rapidly developing into
an international destination. Everything
Guam has, likewise Okinawa,’’ Read
said. ““The only difference is you have
more palm trees.”

He warned of possible pitfalls in the
Guam-TT tourist trade.

““Your tourist industry is dependent
now on the influx of Japanese honey-
mooners. Any short-term economic up-
set in Japan can change the whole pic-
ture,” Read said.

Read advised the industry “‘not to
put all the eggs in one basket’’ and to

look for other marketing outlets.

““With the rising income of a majority
of the people of the world, more tour-
ists will be traveling abroad. By 1975,
you can expect 227,000 from North
America alone,”” the PATA official
noted.

Some 2.6 million Japanese are ex-
pected to travel abroad by 1975---most-
ly to Hawaii and the U.S.

The PATA official said a great num-
ber of these visitors will be flooding
Guam and the TT.

“The Pacific has the greatest growth
potential and Hawaii will be the primary
destination point,”’ he said.

Governor Carlos G. Camacho who
keynoted the meeting said: ‘““The nov-
elty of tourists coming to Guam and the
Trust Territory ‘will soon fade’ and
warned local tourist industry leaders to
provide and preserve all of the tourist
attractions.”’

“We must move ahead to fully cap-
italize on our tourist potentials while
at the same time preserve our cultural
indentity,” Camacho said.

TT Deputy High Commissioner Peter
T. Coleman who welcomed the gathering
said, ““Micronesia’s traditional friendli-
ness, warmth and hospitality of the peo-
ple must remain a lasting resource and a
permanent asset.”’

He expressed hope that Guam and TT
will be partners in the ever-expanding
tourist industry.

The TT was represented by Depart-
ment of Resources and Development
Director Wyman X. Zachary; Mrs.
Elizabeth Udui, Resources and Develop-
ment economist; Frank Diaz, chairman,
Marianas Tourist Commission, and Jonas
Olkeriil, executive director Palau Tour-
ist Commission.

Also attending were Ambros Mingin-
fel and Kunio Nakamura, Yap Tourist
Commission; Lee Mendiola, manager Po-
nape Kaselehlia Inn; Norman Knott,
Chief, Land Resources Branch and Larry
Sakamoto, information specialist.
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