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Fiftoen years ago today, an opisodo
of immense political significance, he-
ralding the advent of the Moro National
Liberation Front and the Bangsamoro Re-
volution exploded before the eyes of
the world,

Blessed be that day when the murde-
rous hands of Philippine colonialism,
already soaked with the blood of our
innocent people in the past, snuffed
out the lives of yet another batch of
gur brothers on the island of Corregi-

Oro

That event occured on the black ni-
ght of 18th of March 1968. Over two-
hundred of our innocent youths, mostly
unlettered ones, were lured into a cl-
andestiné politico-military organiza-
tion known as "Operation Merdeka" and
its military arm "the Jabidah" with
the sinister intention of infiltrating
the brotherly state of Sabah so as to
create internal commotion preparatory
to the launching of full-scale milita-
ry invasion by the armed forces of the
Philippines for the seizure of the te-
rritory from Malaysia .« Two naval
boats with some helicopters were rea-
died at Corrigedor island to be used
to transport the supposed saboteurs to
Sabah.

This evil scheme, hoever, boomera-
nged against Marcos and his regime
owing to the cold-blood execution of
our brothers who, upon knowing the ul-
terior motives behind their highly se-
cretive recruitment and training, re-
fused to embark on their mission. They
demanded their enlishment papers into
the armed forces of the Philippines as
promised and their monthly pay or sa-
lary as well. The Chief of the Opera-




2

; i Eduardo Martelino, reporteq-
§§°§r?§3°§o sort out those demands,
particularly the matter of payment of
salary, but to give in to the demand
for official enlishment was contrary
to the credo of the Operation, for ob-
vious reasons.

Difficult as this latter problem was,
but the refusal to carry out the mission
was still more difficult and was soon to
complicate matters further. Indeed, in
the subsequent scenario, it was bound to
upset the whole scheme and turned the
operation into complete disarray.

The Bangsamoro youths, according* to
first-hand information obtained by us
from the lone survivor of the teams
brought to the execution area, refused
to perform the infiltration act arguing
that "they did not want to shed Muslinm
blood and that many of them had blood
relatives in Sabah',

So tense and explosive the outlook
had became so much so that Marcos, the
blood-thirsty evil-incarnate, summarily
ordered that all evidences of the sini-
ster plan be suppressed and destroyed,
with the obvious implication that
all those who had potential to expose
the treacherous scheme be done away
with,

But Allah in His infinite wisdom did
not allow the criminals to pursue their
conspiracy successfully. And so one wo-
unded survivor, after going through the
ordeal of floating in a driftwood for
several hours in the shark-infested
channel of Corregidor, following his
miraculous escape from the scene of the
execution, was rescued from the sea by
some fishermen and the 1id of secrecy

Jmposed on the invasion plan was expo-

1
sed most glaringly to the peoples of
world,

And in the ensuing crisis and the
series of demonstrations by the youths
from various parts of our homeland, the
MNLF and the Bangsamoro Revolution came
to life, rising as it were from the
womb of our colonial society. With the
birth of the MNLF and the Bangsamoro
Revolution, the decision to form the
Bangsamoro Republik, as an independent
and sovereign political entity, distinct
and separate from the nations of the wo-
rld including the Philippines, was una-
nimously reached.

And so now we celebrate that blessed
day, the day when, with the blood of our
martyrs shed on Corregidor island, the
garden of freedom and independence has
blossomed and will continue to blossom
until every part of our sacred homeland
will be covered by it and our air would
be scented by the most luxuriant smell
as  only a garden watered with the blood
of martyrs is capable of producing.

We had to reckon the birthday of our
own republik and independence to that
March 18th incident because the blood
of our brothers that was shed in Corre-
gidor island has unified us all for the
first time in living memory, and awa-
kened our consciousness for national
liberation and freedom.

And having thus awakened from our
political stupor or lethargy, as wit-
nessed by the launching of the Bangsa-
moro Revolution under the leadership
of the Moro National Liberation Front,
the process of liberation will unfold
continuously and irresistably until,
insha-Allah, our oppressed people and
homeland will become free and indepen-
dent and the Bangsamoro Republik will
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bo ablo to attain a soveroign status
and assume its rightful place in the
community of nations -_in the Uniteq
Nations, in the non-Aligned Organiza-
tion, in the Islamic Conference Orga-
nization, and perhaps even in a new
Commonwealth or confederation of in-
dependent Islamic or bro@herly states
in Southeast Asia that might follow
in the wake of the present political
crises or uncertainties in the region.

It goes without saying that what is
obtaining right now in our homeland
has happened in other parts of the co-
lonized world. What we are doing now,
the armed struggle we are waging and
the sacrifices in blood and materials
as well as the degradation of our wo-
men in the hands of the barbaric co-
lonial soldiers, had also been experi-
enced by most of the nations in Asia,
Africa, Latin America, and other parts
of the world. In fact, a few nations
in these three continents are still
engaged like us in a life and death
struggle for their own national libe-
ration and freedom. To them, as to all
other struggling nations, national
survival can be possible only under a
regime of genuine freedom and indepen-
dence.

Thus million upon million of pre-
cious lives had to be sacrificed to
attain national freedom and indepen-
dence. For freedom and independence,
specially in a given situation like
ours, can be possible only through
sacrifices of the highest order and
engaging in the noblest of human en-
deavor - that is Jihad or Revolution
in the way of Allah and humanity.
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To beg for frecedom and independence
from a hostile colonial regime like the
Philippines, is at once illusive and
unrealistic., In the end, it would lead
nowhere - not to freedom let alqne in-
dependence, but would only hamper and
obstruct the people in their bid for
complete national emancipation. For
the logic of colonialism is everywhere
to seek the perpetuation of the colo-
nial milieu or hegemony, but once the
people are agitated and revolutionized,
the self-same logic would turn into
its opposite. And this is exactly what
has happened in our homeland with the
emergence of the MNLF and the Bangsamo-
ro Revolution.

This is an era of decolonization.
Since the end of the last global war
alone, nearly a hundred formerly colo-
nized nations in various continents of
the world, including the Oceana and
the Indian Ocean, have undergone a tra-
nsition to freedom and independence.

Insha-Allah no conspiracy, no stum-
bling block and no power can stop our
transition to freedom and independence
like those that have gone before us.

Now, therefore, it is your duty, the
duty of every man and woman, young and
old, to dedicate their precious moments
and their precious lives to our sacred
cause. Let there be no confusion about
the fact that the logic of decoloniza-
tion is not self-fulfilling. It requi-
res human beings, inspired and revolu-
tionized, to transform such logic into
an historical reality. In other words,
to bring forth freedom and independen-
ce, a nation must struggle for it.
Freedom and independence would not come
of their own accord nor would a regime
of colonial oppression and tyranny come
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to its ignominous end without man's
willful and sustained efforts, braving
hunger and other sacrifices and fearing
no death!

Life or death is after all absolute-
ly with Allah; and is part of His sove-
reignty. No one can shorten nor prolong
it save Allah.

Combat the whispering evil of greed,
of selfishness and of avarice. Otherwise
they will derail you from your straight
path of those who are beloved of the Al-
mighty Allah and the oppressed humanity.
Be humble, honest, dedicated and resolve
always.

Remember - the Day of reckoning al-
ways. Allah will question everyone of
us when we shall return to Him. Those
among our martyrs, many of whom were
your close comrade-in-arm and not a
few were your very own blood relatives,
would likewise ask you to account for
the trust bequeathed to you and all
those who are living, most especially
those who have taken charge after their
martyrdom.

Do not succumb to enemy disinforma-
tion or propaganda campaign. Be algrt
and smart and be not deceived. Avoid
fitna for fitna can sap the strength
and vitality ‘of the Revolution.

Slay the snakes of treason, conspi-
racy, power struggle and all forms of
anti-jihad and anti-revolutionary ten-
dencies everywhere you may find them.
Don't give them a chance to bite any
vital part of the MNLF and the Bangsa-
moro Revolution. .

Protect always your unity and bro-
therhood and cooperate with each other
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in your work and in your endeavor.

Under whatever circumstances you may
find yourself, never allow any excuses
to cut you off from the path of Jihad
or Revolution, because it is the only
path that can lead our people and pos-
terity to eventual freedom and inde-
pendence. ;

Therefore, be inspired always by
the sacred and victorious cause of our
oppressed people, our homeland and Is=~
lamo

And don't forget out commitment to
the larger cause of the oppressed huma-
nity everywhere, the cause of universal
peace, security and freedom and the so-
lidarity and brotherhood of mankind.

These are motive forces that must
inspire you to work hard and even harder.

And furthermore you must always bear
in mind the sacrifices you and our peop-
le as a whole have gone through and en-
dured over these past fifteen years of
struggle. Nor should you forget how far
have we already gone in our march to
victory and freedom.

Be not deterred and daunted by the
suffering and destruction you see
around you. On the contrary, you should
be inspired further and aspire higher
and higher in order to put an end to
such suffering and destruction. Only we
can totally get rid of our mortal enemy,
of Philippine colonialism and its colla-
borators in our homeland, that we can
stop such suffering and destruction.

We must save our children and the
coming generations from the suffering
and destruction wrought upon our people

and homeland by winning final victory
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and freedom within our lifetime.

And the only way to ensure victory
and freedom within our lifetime is to
continue our struggle relentlessly.

Do not forget that every nation
worthy of its freedom and independence
must have to face such ordeal to gain
the respect of the world and ultimately
to overcome and defeat the enemy.

Indeed, after e mluring in our strug-
gle for over a decade and having proven
to the enemy and the world our determi-
nation to pursue our freedom and inde-
pendence, already we have achieved a
great deal and ensured the ultimate vic-
tory and freedom of our nation.

The enemy has mustered all its re-
sources and resorted to evil schemes
to forestall our victory and liquidate
the MNLF and the Bangsamoro Revolution,
but all such efforts have been in vain.

Instead, the enemy is now facing
complete uncertainties and not a few
people in the world are convinced of the
imminent collapse of the Marcos dicta-
torship. U.S. Imperialism and other
collaborators in the world have tried
to shore up the Manila regime, but like-
wise such efforts will insha-Allah prove
to be of no avail.

@arcqs is sickly and aging and his
regime is full of corruption and abuses.

Economically, it is battered by re-
cession and its financial status is fa-
cing total bankrupcy. Tens of millions
of Filipinos are unemployed and the
overwhelming majority of the population
are below the poverty line. And to make
the outlook more desparate and catas-
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trople, the regime now has an outstan-
ding debts of over 18 billion American
dollars from the International Moneta-
ry fund, the World Bank, the Asian De-
velopment Bank, some consortiums of
banking syndicates, and other countries.

These debls are increasing by ups
and bounds owing to the inability of
the regime to generate funds from domes-
tic sources to meet the payments and
services due.

Hence, Marcos had to compromise to
these lending institutions and the
countries concerned. And for these rea-
sons, his regime has became ever- sub-
servient to the whims and caprices of
foreign powers and institutions to the
extent that he had to agree to accept
Prime Minister Cesar Virata as his suc-
cessor apparently to forestall Imelda
Marcos overweening ambition.

It is only a matter of time, there-

fore, before Marcos would forecibly

have to leave the political scene.

But then his departure would not neces-
sarily mean that solutions to our prob-
lem and the problem now faced by the
regime in Luzon and the Visayas would
be forthcoming. We must prepare our
minds for a continuation of the struggle
even as Marcos is forced to abandone
his throne in Malacanang Palace. We
must not stop until final victory is
achieved and the Bangsamoro Republik
shall gain the recognition and support
of the world as an independent and so-
-vereign nation-state

The status we have gained in the Is-
lamic Conference Organization and the
recognition and support we have obtai-
ned from international organizations
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and some fraternal countries point to
the certainty of our victory and free-
dom.

Moreover the recognition and support
we have achieved from the Filipino peo-
ple, particularly the revolutionary
opposition groups, like the National
Democratic Front and the Philippine
Democratic Socialist Party add more to
the certainty and inevitability of our
victory and freedom.

Meanwhile, in our resolve to obtain
final victory and freedom, we must be
guided by the consciousness that as a
result of our relentless struggle and
sacrifices, already we have placed the
enemy at bay from where only defeat and
ignominy await it in the end.

In the past we conceived the enemy
as it were a monster with two feet spr-
ead apart - the one straddling over Lu-
zon and the Visayas while the other
held firmly on our homeland. Bu in the
course of the struggle, we said that
these legs or feet would inevitably
move in opposite directions, pulled as
they would be apart by the forces of
the Bangsamoro Revolution on the one
hand, and the rising tide of revolutio-
nary opposition in Luzon and Visayas,
on the other.

What is transpiring right before
our eyes is the scenario that we out-
lined or perceived in the past. Hence,
the fall or collapse of the regime is
just a matter of time. But then we
must double our efforts and strengthen
our resolve and our revolutionary uni-
ty to hasten that collapse and to en-
sure that no other conspiracy could be
hatched against our people in the af-
termath of that collapse.
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And it goes without saying that who-
ever intrudes into our homeland, it is
our bounden duty to dislodge and des-
troy them. No matter in what guise they
may come. Our nation and our sacred ho-
meland must be cleansed of all signs
and vestiges of colonialism, even as
we welcome those foreign citizens,
settlers or otherwise, who might choose
to join the new nation and support the
new government under the MNLF leader-
ship. And you must welcome the other
indigenous people in every part of our
homeland and respect their rights,
their properties and their dignities
as human beings and as brothers. This
is our sacred duty which we owe to our
forebear and to our posterity.

Besides, be magnanimous with those
who have deviated from the correct path
of the MNLF and the Bangsamoro Revolu=
tion and welcome them to your fold to
better prepare our nation for the pe-
riod of reconstruction. You must wel-
come those who have been deceived and
misled and repented their mistakes.

Consolidate your rank and file and
march forward boldly, confident that,
insha-Allah, victory is certain and
our people shall become free, indepen-
dent and sovereign within this forsee-
able future.

Pray that we shall be able to celeb-
rate this blessed day together in the
near future under an athmosphere of
complete freedom and independence.

Allahu Akbar! Allashu Akbar! Allahu Akbar!

VICTORY OR TO THE GRAVEYARD!

Wassalamu alaikum warahmatullahi
wa barakatuh.



BE SURE WE SHALL TEST YOU WITH
SOMETHING OF FEAR AND HUNGER,
SOME LOSS IN GOODS OR LIVES OR
THE FRUITS (OF YOUR TOIL), BUT
GIVE GLAD TIDINGS TO THOSE WHO
PATIENTLY PERSEVERE.

-HOLY QUR'AN, 2:155
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WYICTORY OR TO THE GRAVEYARD"





