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U.S. SENATOR DANIEL K. AKAKA

CLINTON/GORE COFFEE HOUR
October 29, 1992

Aloha! I want to thank you all so much for coming tonight. 
There is no way to overemphasize the critical nature of this 
year's Presidential race and the importance of sending Bill 
Clinton to the White House next week Tuesday.

It is an undeniable fact that, over the last 4...8...12 
years, the people of this country, virtually across-the-board, 
have seen the American dream move steadily farther and farther 
from their grasp and that of their children and grandchildren.

And considering the absolutely undeniable fact that the 
Hawaiian people have pretty much found that dream to be out of 
their reach for the past one hundred years, I cannot imagine any 
one of us thinking that a change in this nation's leadership is 
not way overdue.

At the beginning of the Reagan-Bush era, Hawaiians were 
already at the worst end of the scale in everything from 
unemployment and poverty to health, education and housing.

So, how has it helped us that:

3.3 million MORE people have lost their jobs under George 
Bush alone, an increase of 40% in unemployment.

6.4 million MORE people are now living in poverty, 4 mi Ilion 
of THEM put there since Bush took office. MORE THAN 14 MILLION, 
40% of the 35.7 million Americans in poverty ARE CHILDREN!

How has it helped us that:

The number of full-time workers with employer health 
coverage DROPPED by almost 10 percent under Reagan—Bush, BUT the 
COST of health coverage WENT UP MORE THAN 100 PERCENT.

College tuition has risen at TWICE the rate of household 
income; and housing NOW consumes 44 percent of the average 
family*s income.

And if all these added trickle—down troubles are not enough 
for Hawaiians, let's ask some other questions.

Is it difficult to guess whether it would be George Bush or 
Bill Clinton who would:

Accept the Federal Government's responsibility for the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act?



Release the embargoed funds Congress long-ago approved for 
Hawaiian Home Lands infrastructure?

Or rescind the order that the Justice Department attempt to 
find ways to declare Native Hawaiian programs unconstitutional on 
the contrived basis of racial discrimination?

And I can tell you one more thing: Before Hillary Clinton 
came through Hawaii in August, there was an "Urgent and 
Important" fax and phone request that came to my Washington, D.C. 
office from Clinton National Headquarters in Little Rock. It was 
for supportive background information on the overthrow of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii, the Native Hawaiian sovereignty movement and 
the then-imminent introduction of the apology resolution.

THINGS HAVE BEEN TOO WRONG FOR TOO LONG, AND PRESIDENT BILL 
CLINTON WILL HELP US MAKE THEM RIGHT!

For all of us, next year can either be simply the mournful 
100th observance of a tragic event and its woeful consequences — 
or it can be the dawn of great hope, the first bright light of 
true promise in a century of darkness. We have a voice in that 
choice!

PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST is the essence of the Clinton message.

It is the soul of the Hawaiian people and the Aloha spirit.

Let us make it the philosophical cornerstone of a new 
Presidency!

MAHALO!


