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Your letter of April 24 addressed to the Secretary of War
has been referred to this office. Considerable misunderstanding
pervails in the public mind regarding the alleged discrimination
against Japanese American inductees. In reply to a recent com-
munication received in this office, the reasons for present use of
these inductees has been set forth. I quote from that letter:

"I note further that you mention discrimination against
Japanese-American citizens on the part of the War Department 
by compelling them to accept service in certain branches of the 
armed forces. I should like to point out that the use of Japanese
Americans in specific units is not based upon any discrimination
policy. The assignement of personnel in the armed forces is based
upon military considerations and not upon racial derivation. I
should like to explain more fully some of the reasons which make
it necessary at this time to assigne these inductees to specifi
units.

"The War Department does not consider it advisable to utilize Japanese-Americans in the Pacific theater of operations. If a
Japanese-American unit were present in combat in the Pacific it would be possible for the enemy Japanese to secure American uniforms
from dead soldiers and mingle with American Japanese units, thereby causing considerable confusion and increasing hazards of enemy infiltration. 
Should this occur it would jeopardize the American Japanese soldier, inasmuch as his facial characteristics make it difficult to distinguish him from the 
enemy infiltrator. Again if a Japanese-American were captured in the Pacific, it is felt that retaliation measures taken by the Japanese would be in the 
form of extreme torture, since it seems apparent from past Japanese actions that such individuals might not be considered as prisoners

of war.

"If they ware generally assigned to all units it would than be 
necessary to screen units which are to he employed in the Pacific \
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Hon. Henry Stimson, 
War Department 
Washington, D. C.

AM
 Secretary of War

Dear Sir:

I am writing to urge that something 
be done so that loyal Japanese-Americans of 
military age (of whom there are many) be 
admitted to all branches of the army for which 
they are qualified, without segregation or 
discrimination.

From all reports, those already in 
service have a record to be proud of, and one 
way in which we can prove that we mean what we 
say when we talk of democracy, is to extend 
democracy here at home.

(Mrs. H. A. McComas)

Sincerely yours,

HcComas)
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