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USDA

United States Agricultural P.O. Box 96456

_; Department of Marketing Washington, DC

Agriculture Service 20090-6456

JUL. 2 1 1888

Honorable Neil Abercrombie

U.S. House of Representatives

1233 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-1101

Dear Congressman Abercrombie:

Thank you for the letter of April 30, 1998, from you and your colleagues in Congress,
commenting on issues associated with Federal milk order consolidation and reform.
Secretary Glickman has asked me to respond on his behalf.

The Department of Agriculture (USDA) is in the process of reviewing the comments to the
proposed rule for consolidating and reforming Federal milk orders, which was announced on
January 23, 1998. To date, we have more than 4,400 comments on the proposed rule. A final
rule, which will be voted on by affected producers, will be issued later this year. Your comments
will be carefully considered as USDA continues to develop this rule.

Again, we appreciate receiving your views and suggestions on these important dairy issues.
Identical responses are being sent to the other members of Congress who also signed the letter.

Enrique E. Figueroa, Ph.D.
Administrator




