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RICE I 
by 

Linn D. Lomibao 

'' Rice is enrth's most important crop. It feeds half ~ It is increasing at 2 '70 per year. 

of mnnkind. 

• 90 % of the world's rice is grown and eaten in Asia. 

0 Rice is eithet· the primary or secondary staple food 
of nine tenths of the low-income people in the most 
densely populated regions of the world. 

: \ th i rd of 111a ,1ki11 tl - J .J billion -p<'nplc - de)lc11 ds 
011 ri1·1· .fnr 111orc tha n half nf its fnn<I . 

~ For another 400 million people, rice is a major sec­
ondnry stnple, providing from 26 to 60 % of their 
total food. 

• Jn some countries, rice supplies more than half of 
the totnl protein consumed. 

,:, 'l'o 1111111!/, ·rice t l"lll!J 111 ea-ns life . 

* The average annual incomo of those who depend 
primarily on rice is only $80. 

0 The pressure of population continues to mount in 
poor nations. The earth's populntion today is 3.8 
billion. 

,, It will double by the yenr 2000. 

::: I u the poo1· nations , J>Opu lation is increasing at th e 
rule of 2 .5 ~;, 7Jer year. 

• This populntion will double in nbout 25 years. 

~ Populntion increnses are among the highest in most 
._ ,ric¥-C'?nsuming countries. 

Co11.~eqne11f/y, demcuu/.~ for 1·ice arr- expect ecl lo ill ­
crease by 90 5~ i11 the ne:l't 10 years. 

'' The world food situation remnins serious. In 1972, 
had wenlher slnshed rice and wheat production by 
10% in some countries. 

" Most of the poo1·, over-populated countries, where 
two-thirds of mankind lives, were nlready import­
ing food at that time. 

0 Th2 precnrious balance between supply and demnncl 
for rice is illustrated by the effect of adverse weath­
er conditions in 1!172 on the adequacy of the supply 
of rice nnd, especinlly, on its pl"ice. 



* When 1·icc became lim.itcd, prices donblecl and even • At present, the Institute has an annual budget of 
tripled within a. few months in s0111.c countries, and :.bout US$3,000,000 contributed by the two foun-

tkis most scveroly a.:Q·ectcd. those /east able to pay dntions, by agencies of the governmen'ts of the 
the soa.ring prices. U.S.A., United Kingdom, Japan and Canada, and by 

the World Bank. 

"' For example, in the Philippines, before the price 
increase, people were already spending 37 7,, of their 

meager incomes on rice. After the price increase, 
they had to spend 74 '/o to purchase the same amount 
of rice. 

~, This table shows the effect of different rice prices 
on the proportion of income spent on rice by four 

income classes in the Philippines in 1973. 

A vera ge An nua l Ammal JH:.J" Pcrcc11 t of income spe11t 

per capita ?1,como C'CI JJita rica oa 1·icc at :! rice pJ"iccs 

C0118 1l1llptiou 

(in dollars) (kg.) $0.JS3jkrr $0.2GG/kg 

35 96 37 74 

86 100 16 32 

160 103 9 18 

600 106 3 6 

'" Thus, abundant rice production is critical not only to 
the rice Canners struggling to make n living on their 

small farms, but also to the landless laborers and to 

the low-income workers in villages and cities. 

• The Philippines is the site of the lending interna­
tional institute for the study and improvement of 
rice - the International Rice Research Institute 
(IRRI). 

"' 'l'hc h l.$ titute's 111.a.jor activity is a comprehensive 
research program on the rice 71/ant ancl its man­
agement. 

• mm was established in 1960 by the Ford Founda­
tion nnd the Rockefeller Foundation, in cooperation 
with the Philippine government. 

" IRR! is located 40 miles southeast of Manila, ad­

jacent to the College of Agriculture of UP at Los 

Bnfios, Laguna. It began its research prog1·am in 
1962. 

~ The Institute maintains a Library and Documenta­
tion Center to collect and provide nccess to the 
world's literature on rice. 

~ One annual publication is an index of about 2,600 
documents concerning rice, sent to rice researchers 
and to libraries throughout the world. Most of the 
documents are found in the IRR! Library. 

'-' Besides undertaking research, the IRRI 

operates an information service 

co11ducts regional rice research projects ·in 
cooperation with scientists in other cou11tri.cs 

offers a resident trai11ill'g program where 
scientists and exteusion worlu:rs from rice­
rtrowing con11tril's of the world may CCLrru 011t 
studies of the 1·icc v la11 t aud learn tech11iques 
of rice vroductio11 

co11ducts i11ter11ational se111i11a1·s u11d work~ 
shops to al/ow 1mrticipa11ts to vool th eir ex-
1ierie11ce 

summ arizes 71resent know/edge cibo11t rica 
production 

ide11tifies impor tant 1wresolvecl prob/ems 

* The lnstitute's research facilities, which constitute 
the whole modem complex, include : 

a single-storey, air-co11clit·io11ed b1tilcli11g hcms­
ing the histitute's laborntwics c111cl staff oj­
ficers 

a vlamt experime11tatio11. center ccmtaini11g 
special laboratories 

a nmnber of gree11ho11ses, plwto-veriod cham­
bers, a11cl a bird-a11cl-rodent-proof scree·11ho11se 

an BO-hectare expcrimeutal farm with an w1-
clergrou11cl irrigatiou system. a11d S1trface 
ch-ai11age ditches which allow 71lots to be 
flooclecl or cl·ra-ined at any time of the ·yt-ar 

a service b1tildi11g housing the facilities related 
to the operation of the experimental fields, lit e 

111ai11tl-11a11ce offices and the motorpool 

an administrative b11ildi11g contai1ti1l'(J· the 
exei"!ttive offices, the Library aucl Doc11men­
tatio11 Ce11te1·, a 200-seat aud-itori-m11, a se111i.-
11ar room, um / the offices of several depart­
ments 

a. wo111on's dormitory for 36 secrdaries, sclw­
lars, ancl researchers 

a · men's dormitory for 56 scho/a·;.s a11cl re­
searchers. 

a. JOO.seat cafeteria. 

•· The newest addition to the complex is the 71hytotron 
- a plant growth facility in which the environment 
can be controlled and manipulated. 

~ Constructed by the Australian government at an 
estimated cost of $1,000,000, the building is sched­
uled to go into operation this year. 

,:, Through this building, scientists will he able to l:li• 
mulate· many of the climatic conditions under which 
rice grows in different regions, and can measure how 
the rice plnnt responds to these conditions. 

~ IRRI"s senior scientific staff is mnde up of 25 per­
sons from eight different countries, plus 20 scien­
tists assigned to internat ional projects. 

• The Institute employs n total of 600 persons, 95 5,, 
of whom arc Filipinos. 

* Dr. Robert F. Chandler, Jr., fom1er director of IRRI, 
says: 

" 0111· tronble is 11ot with rice. 

It is with 71eople! 

ffe know ·1vhat to do, 

to malce t!te rice grow. 

Our difficulty is - how 

to get people to rlo it! 

The problem is not crorie1tlt11re. 

Tlte vroblem is co1111111111icatio-11s!" 

•> This may be one of the reasons why the University 
of the Philippines at Los Banos has launched a ne~· 
course called: Ar11-icttlt11ral Co1111mw ications. 

" It is unique. 

• In 1970, the Philippines, producing 5.3 million tons" 
of rice, only ranked 11th among the leading rice­
producing countries. 

'' The paddy rice production in different countries, 
in 1970: 

Mai11/ancl Chi11a 

India 

Palci11ta:1t 

l11do11esia 

Japan 

Thaila11cl 

Burma 

Brazil 

South Vietnam. 

South Korea 

Philippiucs 

Unitecl States 

(millio11 tons) 

!17.5 

69.7 

20.0 

17.5 

15.9 

13.3 

8.1 

6.S 

5.7 

.5.G 

S.8 

• The center of rice research, for the world, is right 
here in the Philippines. From nil over Asia, scho­
lars come to us, to learn about rice production. 

* We tet\Ch them, and they iro home, to produce more 
rice than we do. 



FOOD! 

* A Declaration on Food n.nd Popula'tion, · signed by 

some 500 intellectuals and scientific leaders from 85 

countries, was presented° to United Nations Secre­

tary-General Kurt Waldheim. 

• Representing , the sig1;ers at the pres~ntiition were 

a group of Nobel prize winners, food scientists, 

writers and scholars. 

':'l'. 

•> Th e r1ro11p, which constit11ted itself as -a Committee 

011 Food a11cl Pop11/atio11, 11rn ed th r _Secrel rll'!J · tr l' i' -
. ' ·' 

eral to use the full i11fillc11 cc of his office :10 · rz s.rnrc 

that U.N. m ember yoven 1,11 c11/s lakr. / 1, c 11 l'C l 8S((l"!f 

stev.~ to _ create n system of wo_,-lcl f oocl security, i11 -

e/udi11 _q action to a11oicl 011tb1·t aks of fani-ine . 

"' The presentation group, which drew·up the Declara­

tion, included: 

Doctor Norman E. Borlaug 

No be/ p1·i,:e winner 

Fu/h er of /.he G,·cen Revol,;tio11 · 

Doctor Gunnar My1·dal 

of Sweden 

Doctor B.R. Sen 

of India 

f nrn1c,· D irecfo;•. ( ; r /ir'l'll/ of th,• l-'11 otl emu 

. A gricull 11re Orga11izal io11 

~ 'rhe Declnrntion · wns read by Lo~d s ·now, the Brit­

. ish author, who writes under the name of C.P. 

Snow. 

,. The appeal was made in the course of the Sixth 

Special Session of the United Nations General As­

sembly, which considered issues of raw material 

and development. 

··· One of the group's major aims is to mobilize the 

greatest possible 11ublic support for the .World Food 

Conference, to be held in Rome in November. 

,. Th r. Co 11['c1•pi1.cc, 1h r jrrM nf its 1.-inrl ri-, r h r l rl . 1ci// 

u/l em }) I l o hr1mm 1•r 011 1 110/it ical C1f/ rr r mr 11/ ., lo ,,g. 

,Z ,,ct ;,,,, n,ICI c/ig/ r i /Ji' / io11 u-ith i- r n/ist ic pror isio11s for 

nd~q11a /u Clll"l'!/ -0 1' , .,t.r, rk .,. 
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